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PREFACE^ 



^The author of the followiog work had beea 
engaged in the traaslatjkon of Labaume's 
Campaign in Russia^ and Giraud^s Campaign 
of 1814) which contain an interesting and 
connected narrative of the rapid decline of 
the fortune of Napoleon^ and his precipitate 
descent from that elevation to attain which 
he had sacrificed every honourable principle 
and deluged the world with blood. Grateful 
for tbe Idnd rec^tion which these trans- 
lations had received from an approving 
public^ he conceived himself pledged to pre^ 
^ sent the English reader with the best account 
of the second and more extraordinary volume 
of the life of Buonaparte. 

For this purpose he carefully perused 
every publication on the subject with which 
the French press teemed^ but not finding one 
work which for independent thinking, or 
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impartial, accurate, and interesting detail, 
deserved to be placed on the same shelf with 
Labaiime and Giraud, he Was induced to 
attempt to compose a Na?rative of the un- 
paralleled Revolution of 1815. 

The result of his efforts is liow before the 
public. He claims no merit, but that of a 
faithful narrator of events, so far as he could 
collect them from the documents which ka 
short a spacfe of time has permitted to 
transpire: and nonfe but they who have toiled 
' iJhrough the innumerable, (^contradictory, *and 
irrefconcilfeable istatements <>f tlie same ti^ans- 
actioh^, which he has belen compelled to col- 
late arid io. compare, can imagine how diffi- 
ctdt has b^en this apparently simple task/ ' 
'• 'The author has freely expressed his sen- 
timents on men arid trieasores. He belorigs 
to ^ no political party. He courts no great 
man's 'favour; he feat's no man's froTtn; 
His only ambition is to be found a faithful 
bistoriaii, ' a determined enemry to tyranny, 
and a zealous advocate of that rational 
liberty which constitutes the security, the 
glory, atnd the happiness of Britain. 

If the recluse of St. Helena may appear 
to some readers^. to occupy too prominerit a 
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pk<te 411 rithe following werfc^t-the apology 
whifehthesauthor offers is, that be wfta writing 
a histoty of Fraiice during the S^pring df 
1815; and ♦ ihm . ^tbfe Uttkx of France must 
necessarily play, tlite principal part in the 
grand and awful drama. 

In relating the events of the short, yet 
glorious campaign which effected the de- 
liverance of Europe, the author Jias been 
assist<ed by several -valuable and original 
communications from those who shar^id in 
the honour of the day of Waterloo, He 
acknowledges his obligations with gratitude, 
and respectfiiUy solicits any information that 
ifeay enrich another edition (should the kind-^ 
ness of the public ' require *one) with more 
accurate and fullet details of that briltiant 
triumph of British skill ai|d valour. 

The plan of the battle has beeiv yery care* 
fully drawn from official documents of the 
highest authority, and is offered to the public 
' with the fiiU confidence of its being found 
most minutely and perfectly correct. The 
map of Belgium, and especially the minute 
delineation of the whole theatre of the cam- 
paign from the jilan of Compte Ferrari, will, 
doubtless, be acceptable to the reader. 
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Tbe author will conclude by recomraeod- 
ing to those^wl^ ^a^ hfbv^f<^i?ii^ diflferent 
impressions of any of the transactions re- 
corded in this work, and paxticulwly of 
any of the details of the decisive victory 
of the 18th of June, the follQwiiig an£cdote, 
extracted froin « yery exc^ent .^iwflroary. of 
the casif^aign in tbe Quarterly iReAiew for 
July, 18J5:. *^Whien after the victory of 
Aumale, in which Henry IV was. wounded, 
he called his Geqerals round his bed to give 
him an account of what hg,d occwrred sub^ 
sequently to his living .thie £eld, no two 
could agree iOn the course of the very eventfii 
in which they had beepi actors; and thi? 
Kmg 6truck w^i^ the. difficulty of asca:« 
taiiiing :6*ctP so evident and recent, ex- 
claimed ' J(f^j)e.qp^ (ftst qii& rhisioirefn 
* What theftiB history V '[ 



Jan, 16th, 1815- 
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CHAPTER I. 



Xxeneral t^ames of (he Restoration of Buondpdirfe 
arising from the New Proprietors of the National 
Property ; — The Middle Classes i — The Repub- 
licans ; — The Constitutionalists, and the Army 4 

VV HEN, in the spring of the year lSl4, Paris 
poured fprth her countlels multitudes, to hail wjth 
acclamations af rapture the return of Lewis 
XVni to the throne of his ance^ors ; wheiif appear- 
ing at a windoiy of the ThuHteries> the virtuous 
monarch pressed his hand on his heart, and thenex» 
tending his arms towards the vast assembly cried, 
"You are indeed mychiMren — 'I feel it here — I fold 
^*you thus in my paternal embrace ;' and the people, 
with one simultaneous impulse, enthusiastically 
replied, " L6ng live the King — Long live our 
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** Father ;"— when ttot one cry of treason was 
faeard,«— not a solitary murmur weakened the 
sublime effect of the scene, what superficial ob- 
server would have »expecte4 the events which so 
soon followed? Who would have ventured to 
predict, 4hat in ten months, this excellent and pa- 
triotic prince would be an outcast from France ; 
*and the same mob would hail with equal fervour 
the rie-appearance of the despot whqm they now 
execrated, and who had filled their country with 
widow% and orphans ? 

The situation of France at the recall of Lewis 
is justly and eloquently described by the traitor- 
ous yet . interesting Labedoy^re. " In 1814, 
" neither the nation nor the army could longer 
^' support the yoke of Buonaparte. It was tired 
*^ of war without motive, and exhausted by sacri- 
** fices without utility. All felt the necessity of a 
" repairing government. Where could we flatter 
" oui*selves that we should find it, but in the re- 
** call of the «Bourbons». whose names repiinded 
** France of a long series of good kings, and ages 
" of prosperity. Hence they were welcomed with 
" enthusiasm/" 

This enthusiasm was universal. The royalist^ 
who during five and twenty years hadlamented the 
exile of his sovereign, and whose allegiaqce no 
misfortunes could seduce, had sufficient cause for 
triumph in the restoration of the legitimate mon- 
arch ; and he hoped that the progress of events, 
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and the change of opinion would gradually release 
bis prince from those concessions to liberty, which 
present circumstances had extorted. The friend 
of freedom rejoiced in the prospect of a rational 
and moderate government. All the institutions 
which were worth conteiiding for were guaranteed 
by the new charter . The liberty of the press was 
respected. The liberty of worship was sanctioned. 
Property was inviolable and sacred. The ministers^ 
were responsible. The judges were independent of 
the executive power, and a true representative sys- 
tem was established. The struggles and evils of 
fhe revolution had not been in vain. All parties 
were i^sfied, and vied with each other in the 
liveliest and sincerest acclamations of joy. They 
abandoned themselves to a species of mental in- 
toxication, while they contemplated a union of 
legitimate monarchy with true liberty, which pro- 
mised to elose for ever the sufferings of the revo- 
lution, and to perpetuate its blessings. 

The first benefit which the return of the Bour- 
bons conferred on France was that peace for 
which every good citizen had so Jong sighed ; a 
peace destitute indeed of the acquisitions of con- 
quest, but not disgraceful. Industry, long pa- 
ralyzed, recommenced her ingenious labours. 
Commerce renewed her lucrative speculations. 
Plenty, again springing from the lap of tran- 
quillity, promised to attach the people to the 
government by the strong ties of gratitude ; and, 

b2 
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in spite of the rtgret of some soldiers eager for 
new laurels, real happiness consoled the Frencjh 
for the absence of glory. 

It will be necessary to examine by what means 
this enthusiasm was so soon chilled, and France 
again delivered over to all the calamities from 
which she had so lately been emancipated. 

It was soon evident to all, except the besotted 
flatterers of the court, that the enthusiasm of the 
Trench had subsided into absolute indifference, 
and that indifference had been succeeded by sus- 
picion and discontent. 

One cause of this originated in the very nature 
of the revolution, and the character of the peopl^. 
Just released from an iron despotism, the French 
imagined that they had a right not merely to a par- 
tial amelioration of their condition, but to a total 
change ; not merely to slow and gentle and wise 
modifications, but to a rapid and complete meta- 
morphosis. The provisiqjEial government, which 
had presided over the passage from the imperial 
tyranny to the restoration of royalty, had promised 
much. The princes, who preceded the king, 
had promised more ; the known benevolence of 
the monarch had encouraged the most romantic 
hopes ; and when a promise is conceded to a 
people lively and impatient like the French, their 
expectations know not any bounds. 

The cruel circumstances under which Lewis re- 
turned prevented him from doing the good he 
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wished, and disappointed the hopes of his sub- 
jects ; and as a sick child destroys by his petu- 
lance the progressive eflFect of the most salutary 
medicine, and dashes from him the remedy which' 
does not afford immediate relief; so the French 
became disgusted with the new system of things, 
because they continued to feel the malignant in- 
fluence of the follies and vices of the former go- 
vernment, and, in the very instant of his ascending 
the throne, the king had not been able to oblite- 
rate every trace of past calamity. 

France had undergone a material change since 
the revolution, both in the condition and character 
of the people. The proprietary nobility were 
entirely destroyed, and their vast estates parcelled 
atnong those who were formerly esteemed of little 
more value than the beasts of the field. A con- 
siderable portion of the peasantry had bought 
little tracts of land sufficient for their subsistence, 
and entitling them to a vote in the election of the 
representatives of the nation. This had inspired 
them with a pride before unknown, and a high 
sense of their newly-acquired importance. 

Formerly ignorant, humble, and tranquil, they 
now became insolent and fierce. A recollection 
of their previous debasement excited in their 
bosoms hatred for their oppressors, and an ardent, 
and natural, but despicable desire of revenge. 

Their advance in the scale of society was fol- 
hmfd by a corresponding chanige in their educa» 
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tion, and their degree of knowledge. They now 
acquired that half-illumination, which indeed is 
the commencement of light, and the termination 
x>f darkness, but which possesses all the dangers 
of both, without the advantages of either. I'he 
labourer and the vine-dres^er suddenly became 
reasoner? ; but the discussions to which they were 
unused only fed their vanity, or generated doubt 
and irreligion. The fatal consequence of this 
was too soon evident in their domestic characters. 
Libertinism and conjugal infidelity made rapid 
progress. That change, that illumination and 
emancipation of the degraded and enslaved pea- 
santry of France., which every benevolent mind 
ardently desired, and which, gradually effected^ 
would have exalted the national character, and 
assured the national happiness, being produced 
suddenly, and without preparation, sapped every 
virtuous principle, and became the fruitful source 
of error and crime. 

The new proprietors exujted in their deliver- 
ance from the domination of Buonaparte, who 
had lavished the blood of their children, and 
impoliticly declared that he viould wre§t ^m 
them the last horse and the last crowp, rather than 
relinquish hjs ambitiouei projects : jbjut whei^ tlio^ 
fervour of the moment vva^ abated, they ni^turally^ 
regarded with fear and suspicion, the retprn of^ 
that family under which tb^y had. not be^ per- 
mitted to enjoy ^ political existence, and of t^ww^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



BE8TORATION OP ByONAPARTII. f^ 

men to whom they had once been slaves, and of 
whose property they were now possessed. They 
scrutinized every act of the new government ; 
they were distracted by a thousand imaginary ter- 
rors, and magnified every real cause of appre- 
hension. 

The history of every nation proves that the 
fears of the multitude, for objects which they 
value, are always extravagant far beyond tli|^ 
actual danger. 

It was the evident policy of Lewis not only 
solemnly to declare that all property should be 
sacred, and that the sales of the national estates 
should be irrevocable ; but also^ by every act of 
his administration to inspire the new proprietors 
with confidence. The monarch never entertained 
the most distant intention of disturbing the 
present possessors of the emigrant domains. The 
breath of scandal has not sullied the purity of his 
views. But he was surrounded by the faithful 
and impoverished companions of his exile. The 
new revolution had restored^them to their country, 
but not to the wealth and consequence which 
they once enjoyed, and on which Ihey cast many 
a wistful glance. It was natural for them to en* 
courage the hope that circumstances might ere 
long enable them to prefer their claim to what 
they regarded as their legitimate right. It was 
natural for them to endeavour to hasten this 
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auspicious period, and even, in the fulness of their 
hearts, to express their wishes and intentions. 

This was too often done by some intempe- 
rate and discontented nobles. It was whispered 
(more as a description of their hopes than of the 
actual views of the monarch) that Lewis only 
waited till he felt himself secure on his throne, 
when he would eject the unlawful occupants of 
the national domains, and restore his faithful fol- 
lowers to the patrimony of their ancestors. 

Count Ferrand, one of the ministers of the king, 
was so imprudent as to utter the most direct me- 
naces against the possessors of national propeft3^ 

This impolitic language, which was not suf- 
ficiently checked by the court, and which received 
too much sanction from some legal decisions that 
were easily misunderstood and perverted, pro- 
duced an immediate and fatal impression. The 
disaffected eagerly availed themselves of it, and 
circulated it through the provinces with a thou-^ 
sand exaggerations. 

Two pamphlets were written by Messrs. Dard 
and Falconnet, violently condemning the aliena- 
tion of the property of the emigrants, and recom- 
mending its restitution. These publications had 
an extensive and almost incredible circulation. 
The emigrants hoped that the public mind would 
be prepared for a measure which formed the con- 
summation of all their hopes, and the conspirators 
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rightly judged that they could adopt no better 
means of exciting general apprehension and dis- 
content. At length the ministry thought it ne- 
cessary to interfere, and the authors were ordered 
to be imprisoned ; but when it was soon after- 
wards announced that they had been released 
without punishment and without censure, the 
suspicion was too naturally excited, that the court 
was secretly favourable to the cause which these 
writers advocated. 

A small, but active and desperate band, was 
traitorously plotting the return of Napoleon. Per- 
sons were sent by them through the departments, 
under the pretext of purchasing land. They were 
instructed to reject with contempt every offer of 
what had been national property, and diligently 
to propagate the report that it was the determi- 
nation of the court soon to reclaim the estates of 
all the noblesse. The historian is compelled to 
add, that various germs of a design to encroach 
on the new order of things had really sprung up, 
and were already visible. They apparently wanted 
only time and opportunity to ripen. 

The greatest alarm rapidly prevailed among all 
the proprietors. Their estates were suddenly and 
strangely depreciated in value. They were not con- 
sider^ to be worth more than two or three years* 
purchase. To^ alarm, speedily succeeded discdn* 
tent ; And to discontent, alienation of affection, and 
a wish for the return of that govenupent under 
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which their estates had been acquired, and nnder 
which alone they appeared to be secure. This 
account^ for the joy with which Buonaparte 
was received, not only by the military, but by 
the peasantry, during the whole of his progress 
from Cannes to Paris. 

The Middle Classes of society had likewise un- 
dergone a considerable change. Before the re- 
volution, they had been excluded from all military 
rank, and from most civil offices. Those only, 
who could trace back their noble descent through 
three generations, were permitted to hold com- 
missions in the army, or were entitled to vote in 
the states-general. 

The contempt of the nobility for the bourgeois^ 
and the hatred with which the bourgeois regarded 
the noblesse, were proverWal. 

The middle classes were humbled and mortified 
by the privileges of the nobility : but, at the 
revolution, they rushed into those stations which 
the gentry, impoverished and proscribed, could 
no longer occupy. The whole government was 
monopolised by them, and it was their hour of 
triumph and exultation. 

They, like the peasanti-y, had been disgusted 
with the tyranny of Buonaparte, and had long and 
ardently wished for a change; they therefore 
welcomed the return of Lewis with a burst of 
transport. But with Lewis returned those whose 
prerogatives they had usurped, and whose places 
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they had filled. Tbey were unwilling to descend 
from the honourable station which they now oc-« 
cupied, and the ancient nobility were averse to 
acknowledge their newly acquired privil^es. 
Seeds of mutual dislike were inevitably sown, and 
too speedily ripened into secret and even ackiK>w* 
ledged hostility. 

The excusable, but imprudent conduct of the 
court favourites widened the Weach. It was not - 
to be expected that the king and his court could 
feel much sincere affection for those who owed 
their honours and their wealth to the active 
part which they 1^ borne in the various scenes 
of the revolution, and who had been distin^ 
guished for their strenuous opposition to the old 
regime: but prodeace demanded that Lewis 
should cautiously conceal the dislike which he 
could not conquer, and that all men of talents and 
influence should be received with equal sdiability, 
whatever prindples they had formerly professed, 
or to whi^ver party they had belonged. This 
was unfortunately neglected. The chief actors in 
the revolution were treated with studied coolness,^^ 
or regarded with undisguised aversion ; and the 
smiles of the ministers were reserved for those 
alone, who by their sufferings and fidelity had 
doubtless deserved the friendship and esteem of 
the monarch, but whom the majority of their 
countrymen regarded with unpleasing recollec* 
tions^ and disquieting fears. 
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Many of the middle classes had become pro- 
prietors of the forfeited estates of the noblesse. 
These persons shared in all the suspicions 
of the peasantry, and attributing to their op- 
ponents many evil intentions which they had not 
for one moment cherished, and alarmed at, and 
magnifying every inadvertent and unmeaning ex- 
pression of the disappointed and necessitous 
nobles, they soon regarded their possessions as 
insecure, and were gradually alienated from the 
new government. 

The enthusiasm with tvbich the Bourbons were 
at first received arose from no cordial attachment 
to that family. More than' twenty years had elapsed 
since they bad sought refuge in a foreign land. 
Their claims had been long exploded, and almost 
foKgotten. A new generation of men had sprung 
up to whom they were totally unknown. They 
were hailed, not as legitimate princes, but as de- 
delivering their country from the iron despotism 
of Napoleon, and the more-to-be-dreaded military 
government which would have succeeded him, 
bad not the manoeuvres of the marshals been an- 
ticipated and prevented. Ttey were welcomed, 
not as returning to the throne of their forefathers, 
but as persons with whoin the allied sovereigns 
would probably treat on terms most consistent 
witli the honour and safety of France, and from 
whom conditions favourable to liberty might be 
successfully demanded. The unfortunate change 
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in the public mind which has been described, 
was, therefore, too easily and speedily produ<^. 

The corruption and laxity of principle which 
characterized the army, bad made a rapid and 
destructive progress through this class of society. 
The general feeling of right and wrong was wo^ 
fully deficient. The private characters, or moral 
principles of the rulers were no longer regarded, 
and that only was admired which flattered the na- 
tional vanity, or contributed to the universal de- 
pravity, A pleasing tourist* relates, that a French 
lady, after exhibiting the utmost indignation at 
a slight insinuation derogatory to the character 
of Buonaparte, concluded with acknowledging, 
that '' certainly he told tkem many falsehoods ; he 
" had no feeling for any one ; and he would shed 
*' blood as if it were dirty water/* 

Accustomed to the endless changes of the re- 
volution, a de^re of change, an incapability of 
inaction^ became a predominant feature of the 
French character. Buonaparte understood this, 
and gratified this craving propensity by a conti- 
nual succession of new objects, which arrested 
the attention of the people, and powerfully ex- 
cited their hopes or their fears. 

The restless ambition of their chief had spread 
its destructive influence through every class of 
society. When a drummer had become a mar- 
shal, a postilion a king, and a lieutenant an- 

* Mr. Scott. 
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emperor, the people were no longfer contented with 
the stetion which Providence had assigned them. 
The yery bailiff's follower envied the honours of 
the chancellor, and the little n^ged chorister 
hoped that chance or merit might one day pro* 
cure him the cardinal's hat. This was a danger- 
ous state of society, and presaged new revolu- 
tions, and greater calamities f. 

t The youth of the present day mistake their passions for 

virtue, ambition for love of glory, boosting for courage, vanity 

for elevation of character, prodigality for generosity, folly for 

enthusiasm^ and contempt of others for genius. 

Madame db Stael. 
A striking and not unjust comparison is drawn by an able 

writer between ^e manners of the French before and after the 

revolution. It is perfectly true of the middle and superior 

classes of society, but not of the peasantry, to whom the real 

benefits of the revolution were principally confined. 

<< When the professions were submitted to a kind of hereditary 
<« vocation, every one knew before-hand the nature of his obli- 
** gflLtiotts, the object of his studies, and the Hmit of his am- - 
** faition. Every oneway C6iiteiitfid with his situation. The sol* 
*^ dier tho|i^ht not of soliciting the biton of a marahal of France^ 
<< the country vicar dreamed not of ascending the episcopal 
** throne, nor the clerk of becoming secretary of state. 

^< The progress of the arts and of industry was slower, but 
*^ less equivocal. Private fortunes were mtite moderate, but 
<< more certain. Comfort presided in eveiy family, but luxury 
«< was unknown. Commerce was less agitated, but without 
<« fluctuation. Emulation in the arts, and not jealousy of a 
** rival's success, was the noblest spur to improvement. Talent 
«< was universally acknowledged, but not universal talents ; and 
** good Frenchmen were found in eveiy rai^ of sodety, but no 
** pfailost^phen. The son did not blush at the depravity of his 
** fiUher, and the fieither contemplated with pride the morals. 
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Of fbe political'parties into which France was 
divided, the Republicans and the Constitution- 
alists were the chief. The former had abandoned 
most of their extravagant notions of liberty, and 
were either become indifferent to the form of 

** the studies, and the improvepieDt of the son. The citizens 
'< gave their children an education proportionate to their for« 
<< tunes ; and transmitted to them, with their little heritage, that 
^ moderation in thdr desires which had constituted the happi. 
*^ ness of their own lires. Their repasts were less splendid^ 
** their balls less brilliant, their f^tes less frequent. The science 
^* of good eating and drinking was less studied ; but we heard 
^* less of adulteries, divorces, and all those cnmes which now 
«« occupy the attention of our magistrates, the pen of our jour-» 
** nalists, and the hundred mouths of scandal. 

** Our situation, our morals, and our customs have under- 
** gone a total metamorphosis. Is our country richer ? Its riches 
'^ have only changed hands. They have passed from the per- . 
*< sons who had long Intimately possessed them, to those who 
** before had nothing : ^nd the number of the poor has been 
•* thereby increased, for the riches which were unjustly acquired 
** were soon dissipated, and left behind them minds without 
** energy, and evils without remedy. Is the nation wiser ? We 
^< have discovered many principles before unknown, which have 
** troubled our repose, imchained our passions, and fostered our 
<* vices. We have learned that kings are tyrants, and that 
*< priests are impostors ; but we have forgotten those salutary 
" truths which taught us to be affectionate parents, dutiful 
** children, and good citizens. 

** Are we happier or more virtuous ? Our fathers complain 
** of the presumption and ingratitude of their children ; and the 
•* children complain of the despotic authority and the protracted 
** existence of their parents. The women lament the state of 
*< desertiim in which they have been left by their husbands, since 
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Tei^ninenty or secretly irieiidly fo a limited m<)H^ 
ar<:i^y. They were more difttiugaisbed frtoi the 
CoflstitutionaliBts by the part which they had 
borne in the revolution, than by their present 
sentiments. 

They were unnei^ssarily shocked when the 
monarch, fatally advised by those who had not 
yet learned to accommodate themselves to the 
new state of things, publicly refused his assent 
to the charter proposed to him by the Conserva- 
tive Senate, and the acceptance of which was 
the condition of his being chosen to rule over 
France* : — when he declared that he would not 

*' political discussions have occupied every mind, and bewiU 
<« dered every understanding ; — and the husbands are dissatisfied 
** with the expense and dissipation of their wives, since the 
•* equality of rights has made part of the social co<Je. Masters 
•' lament the infidelity of their servants, and merchants the stag- 
•< nation of commerce. All compl?iin, and none are happy. We 
" have lost our gaiety, our buoyancy of spirits, our amiable 
** levity ; we have lost our manners, our habits, our character : 
«* and what have we gained ? An unfeeling egotism ; a.n impe- 
*« netrable self-conceit ; a contempt for ancient opinions ; false 
•* ideas of liberty and government ; half-intelligence on oljects 
•* foreign to our occupations, our affections, and our interests^ 
«« and a profound ignorance of our duty ; and, finally, the va- 
** nity to know every thing without study, and to decide on 
•* every thing without information." 

Hist, de la Rev«l., du 20 Mars. 1815, p. 246, &c. 

♦ When the allies allowed the provisional government tb choosy 
m new constitution or dynasty, a proposition was sent to L^wis 
^VIII^ offering him the crown on certain conditions. The last 
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receive bis crown: from the hands of his people, 
but asanmed it as the inheritance of his fathers: — 
and when, with strange thoughtlessness, he as- 
serted, that not to the choice of the French, not 
to the affection of his subjects, but to the Prince 
Regent of England, under God, he owed his 
crown. 



article was as follows : ** Lewis Stanislaus Xavier of France 
** shall be proclaimed King of*the French as soon as he shall 
<* have signed the constitutional charter, and sworn to it in the 
** following terms : ^ I accept the constkution, I swear to ob-> 
** «, serve it, and cause it to be^ observed.' " 

Lewis ought to have accepted or refused the conditio^is by ^ 
open and distinct declaration. The articles were so many con- 
ditions of his restoration. He returned no answer, but proceeded 
to France as king. What was the feir inference from this ? What 
could be concluded, but that he came according to the decree, 
and under ita provi^ns ? 

Asfloon, however, as he had reached Paris (on the understand- 
ing on the part of the French, that he had accepted the terms], and 
had received the homage of the marshals and the army, and some 
of the constituted authoritieB, he took advantage of the popular 
endiusiann in favour of the new order of things, to refuse to 
accept the charter, and claimed the crown as hia hereditary right. 
/There was a deception in this, which caused considerable 8uspi<- 
cion, and much disgust. 

The author does not mean to enter into the question whether 
Lewis ought or ought not to have accepted the chai-ter, but he 
shouki not have deluded ^ French wko the snppositiou that he 
meant to aecept it» and when, under that supposition, he had 
been permitted to establish himself in power, shamelessly violata 
the very conditioot on which he was recalled* 

C 
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The ConstitutioaalistB, who had always advo- 
cated the cause of a limited monarchy, who had 
often pleaded the cause of the Bourbons, ' who 
had been the truest friends of the family in the 
early stages of the revolution, and who had 
never been disgraced by its atrocities, were sur- 
prised, offended, and rendered suspicious by the 
marked slight, bordering on insult, with which 
the virtuous La Fayette, the representative of 
their party, was receivec^ on his first appearance 
atcourt* ' . 

Both the Republicans and Constitutionalists 
were discontented, and apprehensive ; but no 
systematic plan of rebellion appears to have been 
formed, no change seems, at least for somemonthSi 
to have been meditated by tl^em. 

If Lewis gave considerable offience to these 
parties by his disinclination to make every sacri- 
fice which they expected in favour of liberty, it 
n^ay be pleaded as his apology, that histoi^ I^asi 
not presei^te4 us wit^i many monarchs who »lvad 
sufficient enrage voluntarily to relinquish the pre** 
rogiitives of their crown, and cast themiselves on 
the generosity or cs^rice of the people ; apd that 
this was scarcely to be expected from an old m^n,. 
worn out by misfor^u^ies . ai;i4 di^a^ ; 9^4 m^ 
pe^i^ly from <me w% was suitounded by a ciowii 
6f illiberal and turbulent courtiers^ ready even to 
r^olt against him under the name of royal]ty, an4 
determined to kindle afresh the torch of civil war. 
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irth^y ^outd not 6therWt8€!*re-6StabliBh the former 
de'^jiotic ^ower of theBowbons. ^ 

' The historian records witli pleasure, tlid; ihi» 
unfortiiiiaie' and virtucnis mmiarob was often and 
atigriljr r^rdftched by his own iknrily^as not be* 
ih'g suflWifenfly a rOyalist. P^)inerity will cottsiiter 
this repiN>a^h^* as 'doni^ituttng his noblest ptidse.* 

If the zeblous frieddi^ ><tf Dbeity were displeased 
that the king sometimes appeared ta fi:M*get thd 
pfihciples t)f the constitutiBii^l charter, ihe candkl 
and impartial observier willacknowledge^haty «ar* 
rotxnded' as Lewis was by evil cotitrseW^rs, it re- 
flects the highest credit on his patriotism and virtue 
that, with s6 few extieptions, he submitted td the 
restrictions of that chartter; ■ 

A more formidable clAsy of 'society waiS the 
A^rmy. 'It h^dbeen^thfe poiity of Bu^n^rte to 
;^ivea niartial chirafcter to the iv!M)l6 population 
of Finance/ -He found that he 'codld* both sttfle^ 
l6ve of liberty tmd of country; by Inspirti^v What 
w^ fafeely called, i lof e-of ^lory. I*^ tM# he too 
fktaMy'^iicceeifcd/ The whole body of the peoi. 
ijrffe Thfefcanie'gtadualiy habituated'^^^^ ^^^If #ag 

i^arded as the shortest' road^^b liOtfo^r^alid «6 
wealtti. 'All aMy wbfcirM oVertiiri ahcl ptenJ. 
di^d ttie gWatfer piai^tf of Eili-6t/^^4ri*^?ff ^whifcli 
ife'prfVki soldiw mi^ht^ho^tb eWMch^lrfnisfeff 
atta Iffe Yamfly, atid ereri to rfsb tb; the digfeity of 4 
mslrshdl ol^ a prince, hiftfSr'^rciAter ^lldrements 
for the unthinkitig youth, llhdn axi^-of tiii^'M>b^ 

r.2 
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and harmless occupations of life. Millions were 
sacrificed at the shrine of ambition ^ but the prin- 
ciple of population adapted itself to the demand, 
and millions were ready and e^gtv to £(^ow. 

The army had become, to a certain degree, alien- 
ated from Buonaparte. He was no UM^r the 
darling child of victory. He no toa^ eoriched 
liis followers with the plunder of the world) and. he 
had been unfeelingly prodigal of their blood, in^up* 
port of his falling aml^||lion. His marshals and 
the troops renounced their allegiance to him, but 
they did not, they could not renounce their Huli- 
tary feelings and habits. 

The first error of Lewis respecting the army was 
the rejection of the national colours^ and the- sub* 
stitution of the white flag. Altibough this had been 
the adopted colour of a long race of kings, yet 
he ought to have remembered Lewis XVI had 
changed it in the early and best f^riod of the 
reTolution, and that he bad Hien eagerly and 
zealously copied the example of ; that virtuous 
monarch. To adopt the white flag was to insult 
the memory of his unfortunate brother, and to re- 
nounce tiie liberal and patriotic sentim^its which ^ 
himself had then professed to cherish.. Jle oi^ht 
likewise to have recollected that the white ^oockade 
Jiad been the di^kiguishii^ marie of the Ven- 
ideana, ^md of all who, in every stage of the revolu- 
tion, had fought against the liberties of their 
4:ountry. To mount ty$ cockade was to identify 



Digitized by 



Google 



BESTORAITON Of . BUONAPABTB. 21 

fafiimelf with them, ami ifi declare to Ae world 
witk what sentimeiitSi be regarded theconteBding 
parties. He should also have ren^mb^red the 
fond attaichment and veneration which the soldiers 
felt for the colours under which they had fought 
and conqueved. jA change of a similar nature had 
Yieai^ly endangered to the English the eminre of 
the East, and atthougfa the French troops silently 
submitted to the substitution, it long rankled in 
their breasts. Their oM and worurout cockades 
^ were earefoUy and religiously concealed in their 
laaapsacks. They were often in secret contem* 
plated with veneration and regret, and again 
eagerly produced at the arrival of BfiiWtaparte. 

Many of the friendi of the king remonstrated^ 
with hkn on the subject. , It is said that he 
wavered, and that he was even disposed to have 
adopted the tri-<K)lQnred flag, but the illiberal ad« 
vide of the princes and favourites p];evailed. Had 
he paid the army the coEmpliment of relinquii^hing 
^me colonrs which for many years had been borne 
ii^nsttheirconntry, their enthusiasm would have 
known no bounds, and it.is,donb^u| wh<?tber Na* 
^leon himself cMUd have sedi^^jthem to betray 
#teir king. This, error, aiiterwards productive rf 
the wost fatal consequences,. w^s,fpr the pres^t^ 
oVerl^ked, and the a^myitt first displayed,. ^nd 
^enbHess felt cen^aderabk respect and regs^r^iop 
tbeif< new sovereign. - ...*(. , , 

t%eleilcrpriiigjprocl«iB 
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toil ihe return of Lewis; cioiutaiiifl many trntfasi most 
eloquently and fbeliDglyexpressed, and m^e con^ 
sidei^ableaiiipfessien. ^ . 

•*•: '. ••''• '/ i: •'. , : .1 / :» ' ' • \ 

^ *• lSoldi«rs, : ^ ^ 

*^ Yoti ii!b longer belong, to . Napoleon > but 
<* yoii tfttl 4alway8 b^dong to your country^ Your 
^ 6rdto«th ^M'to bo ikithful to hei". That oatli 
<• is ii-i^et<)cabfte and sadned* , 
' '^Thenew constitution atouiiesybuyour bonourSi 
^*'your riink, and your pensions. The senate ai^ 
*^ thipro visional government have i-ecognized your 
•^'rights. 'They ard confidext that you will not 
** foi^et : yiour "duty. iFrom* this monuent your 
'• fetig-ries and' your siilferii^s terminate. Your 
^ 'glory reihains etitirel Peace lirill guarantee to 
^^ytiil tbe remardiof your labours.- . ; 

** Whit Wal^ your fate under the gdrernoient 
^* which is BOW *o more ? Dragged from the banks 
** of the Tagiis td those of the Danube, and from 
•• the Nile to the Dnieper ; storched in the burU* 
** itig sahdi6 of the so^ith, of^frodcen in thfe icy re- 
^ gions of* tli^ ndltl^, you contributed to erect a 
•'cbldsjSal'grttndettt, foreign to tibetrue interests of 
^^FVaiice, attd whieh^ retersedfrom its very foundUr 
^ tions, h^ cirtished'yoii, and 'the resit of the world 
^ ^i*^itii its todhnobis ^ight. How many thousand 
^ tffev* feftdwfi^ have^ bfeien the mstrumenfis^ ' ami 
*' the victims of a lawless and insatiable ambition.! 
^ H6w many have died nnknot^i to au^ent the 
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** lame of one man ! Victiips of cold, famine, or 
" disease, they were deprived ev^n ot the consola- 
'' tion of dying, oh the field of glory ; and their 
'* families., while they fondly recall them to me- 
*'mqry, aye unable to sooth their sorrows by 
" recounting the deeds of bravery wliich graced 
"their fall. / / . • . , ^ - 

" ^11 is now ^haiiged. No longer will you perish 

,\^ five hundred leagues from home, in a cause which 

\' ^s not your own. Princes, Frenchmen-born, will 

*' be sparing of your blood, for their blood is yours. 

" T^eir ancestors governed your ancestors. Time 

" has perpetuated between them and you a long 

** inheritance of pleasing recollections, mutual in- 

" terep^ and reciprocal seryices. That ancient 

** race ha^ produced many kings whom historians 

," have naiaed the Fathers of their people. It has 

" given us Henry IV, whom the soldiers call the 

/'Brave King, but whom the peasants will ever 

" venerate as the Good King. 

;^" To the descendants of th^se monarchs your 

"destiny is now committed. Whjat can you ifear ? 

"^ While they were in a forei^iji land, they dwelt 

" with fond admiration on the prodigies of French 

'^^^7fs^f)UT. They adpiir^fi ?ft^ Jthey loved you, eycyn 

^ V/^^|en th^irre^ur^ lefts' 4^1ayed by, so many br^- 

l^f^l^M^t but usel^spj Qxplpits. These, pri^^^s ^e 

,,V now a][iv9i^g;y0u.^ iT^^Y ^W^^^V^ unfortunate 

" lil^q^^cnry. )^y, and ;they wiU rj^i^ja Jike him. 

.*;{T]jie/,j^, 9pt jgnorw^ 
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'^ ^e most distinguifihed part o£ their grei^ iatdftf^ 
^^ and they will . watch over yeur comforta^ and 
^^ your interest, as their hest belov^ children. 

" Some of you are young in age, but veterans in 
." glory. Their wounds have doubled their years. 
" They, if tbey please, may retire with honourable 
^^ recompences, and grow old in the place of their 
^ nativity and the bosom of their family. Others 
** will continue to pursue the cai'eer of arms, with 
** all the hopes of advancement and reward which 
" their king can offer. 

^^ Soldiers of France ! let the sentin^nts of true 
" Frenchmen animate you. Return from foreign 
" and murderous and unjust wars to live with your 
*' fathers, your brothers, your friends. Preserve 
" that bravery by which you have ever been dis- 
'^ tinguished, but let not ambition or the false love 
" of glory render it again the Subject of inquietude 
*^ to Europe, fatal to France, and fatal to your- 
"aelv^'' 

The first interviews between Lewis and the 
inarshals were extremely affecting. When his 
majesty arrived at Compeigne, May 1, 1814, he 
thus addressed the marshals who surrounded him, 
*^ Gentlemen, I am happy to find myself among 
" you. I hope France will be fortunate enough 
^^ never again to need your talents.- But should 
^^ unexpected dangersarise, 1 shall hasten, all gouty 
** as I am, to place myself in the midst of you.'' 

At dinner the king invited Uie mandials to his 
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Mm taUe^ and placed Ihem at bis right hand. 
In Ibe middle <if the repa«t he fiHed « glass of 
wine, and eiielaidied ^ Gentlemen, weiwill<drink, 
if yoH please, to Ae araiy .^ ' ' 

At tiie letee' in t)ie afteraocm, the marshals 
were again placed on bis right, and ofae of them 
(Berthier) addressing bim in tbe name of hk 
bretfayen in arms, concluded with these remark- 
Able words :— •*• Already, Sire, the wrmy is inspired 
"with gratitude and veneratiim. I feel myself 
" incompetent to describe the emotions with which 
" they were penetrated, when they learned with 
" what touching interest your majesty, foi^etful 
^* of yonr own mmfortunes, occupied yourself in 
" alleviating the sufferings of the French pri- 
" soners. ^ It concerns not me^ ybu said to the 
" magnanimous Alexander, ' under what standard 
" ^ these one hundred and fifty thousand prisoners 
*** hare served. They are uAfortaHate. They are 
" * my children/ In these memorable words, which 
^ the soldiars' eagerly repeated to each other, who 
*^ could Ail of recognizing the true son of the great 
" Henry who relieyed the necessities of Paris white 
** he besieged it! Like him, his f llustrious descend- 
*♦ antcomes to uniteall Frencbmeh in one aflfectlon- 
•*-atefemily; Yonr armies, 8ire,'of wfcom your 
^^ marshals are to day the organ, will esteem 'them- 
"sehris hapyrf, if bjjr theii^ ardent 'd6t<Mibn and 
" fiddily ' they can contribute to thfe • success ^f 
" yoUr g^erous *ffcMrts/* - < . i 
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. The king ispHqd .th^t it gav^ \pm th^^gfeate^t 

.pleasure tq s^e b^mBelf thus sjurrpunded by t|^ 

mwpbals, md that ha. ft^ly cofjIiiiiBd ip t^e s^t»- 

meats of affection and fidelity w^u;h ^y ;iOiV 

^x^tt)»»^ in tl)te name of j^l^e, Fr^i^ ^W^ , As 

he ro»e ii^ith difficulty, from his.ft^t tp,i«ai;,e.them 

a.lrfc€ipeqtfj*l bow, ;som€j of hi<^ Jiiqusfehpld, ,8^- 

.proach^d. to Qff<^ their a^^i^tance;, hut^l^i^ M^ 

ijwt3r, taking hold, pf. the .arqi» of thos^, of the 

marshals, who were neare$»t ;tq hinivexcl^in^cd with 

;tii)id^ted deling, " It^s on yo^i,, in^s^als, that 

*1^ ;!/ mutt fi^ways . lean. . j^ppi^oach, aijijr eji^ircle 

•^ mf /\ Oo mapy of th^ip, this aff^ s<>ene 

made a.deep ^d ind^li We^mpfes^iqn^ ; . 

It jtiay te doubted whe^r top, much .court was 
not paid to*the»e oflSijers on.. the ;first arrival of 
Lewis. The flatt^rie^ \fhich werf^ Jbef^ped.upon 
them by eyery member of the royal ^milj were 
too marked aod gros^, ^nd early batjT^yed the in- 
terested motived whence th^ Aow^cJ. And when, 
as the king f^% hiiDself firqily s^teji oq h^^ thrpne, 
eyery diirtiaotion,wa^besto^^ip^ thfifli :^ith a 
Iftore sparing hftttd ; — wh,ep the,pol4i^:^ of Vendue 
tmd Coblentz usuiped thpse iplacep. pf hom^uf; or 
emolOkttent^ fpr which thp vwfiprp, af(.N£(pq}eon 
lin vain pleaded thiair labqws «»d ,theii- nyppnd? ;^^ 
.]wbsn ihey, who wejre.at first qar^s^^f^^i^Wf^pod 
uonQtiioedia tl^e««itichB»b€SK{-^ii|f4>ffit?n^a¥rti»i^ 
pieion were excited JO: the miftdf qf, the^wMtfiry : 
the remembrance of theit focni«r ichifA.with jp;bom 
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they had no rivak, was recalled : and the fouudfi- 
tion was laid foi- their speedy disaffection. The king 
had not been restored by the military. The ia- 
tentions of the marshal^ to uphold the dynasty of 
Napolean had bfea» artfulhyr defeated by thereprie. 
sentatives*. The army h»d *ot submitted nnlil 
iJie cause of their former master was desperajt^. 
They had then slowly and reluct^tly tendered 
their allegiance. That a moiidrch had heeil forced 
upon them was a fruitful source of discontent. 
That monarch was surrounded by those againiit 
wh6m ihey had long" fought; whom they con- 
sideredas the eqemtes of th^ii" country ; and whom 
Ibc^regiiPded wfiiSifmingled contempt and aversion. 
The eEftigranJt n^lesse^ 'iknd the soldiers of ibie 
revolution could not i eta tcs'tain any friendly sent)* 
mejits for each olheri;; and the profession of grati- 
tude and; confidence Vhich the court (^prwsed, 
were too inufch strluned' long to deceive .or. con- 
ciliate, 'ii , 

It was evidently the policy of Lewis to adopt 
one df t^a courses; either wncefely to attach the 
knilitary to him^ >or to dismiss them from bis .Qfftwt, 
and depriye them of the power to injure him. He 
pursued neither, the one nor the oth^r^, but,J[)y re- 
ceiving )tbem at first with unexpected ai^d nfltde- 
^(crrved kimifiessi ^bd afterwards treating : them 
wlftt^ttWhifeWtednfe^lecti^hfe ndth^r sectotftd ttifeir 
friencisKipi nor disarked^th^^ potyw!'* ' ' 7' !^ 

J^or some months the allegiance of the -Sffnyr^ap- 



Digitized by 



Gpogle 



28 CATTSfiS OP THU 

peared to* be sincere. But when it was eirideat that 
Lewis haddefermined strictly to maintain the peaoe 
Which he Md concluded with the allies, and tbaA 
the * conquest of Belgmm was renounced, com* 
plaints and' murmurs began to be heard.' Thte 
soldier^B occupation was gone. The hope of ad- 
vancement, glory, and wealth, effectually destroyed. 
They who had been accustomed to the licmitions- 
ness of camps could acquire no relish' £or the 
bledi»ngs of peace, no capacity for tbeTirtoes of 
industry. ; ^ 

= Many of the supierior officers had amassed al- 
most incalculable riches by the plunder of erery 
surrounding nation ; but the inferior officers bad 
been less fortunate. They were hatfo^ined l^ 
the reverses of Moscow and Dresden. They were 
utterly unable to support with credit the raidc to 
which they had risen. All eagerly longed for 
war, somfe to augmetttthe riches which they had 
acquired, and others to escape the evils of po*- 
verty*. 

The morals of the army had been sadty detm- 
orated by the long cootinuance of > war:. Instead 

♦ " Very good, gentlemen !** said an oi^cer whom the inter-. 
Mdtig bttt somewhat misanthropic tourigt, Mr. So^tt, ittet in a^ 
Ffench diligcMe» toUsMlow troreUerB whowere oongrato- 
ktipg 6ach. f>ther, that the tnuoquiUily of £Uirope w0p)4ft€^My 
remain undisturbed; « very good, gentlemen! this tranquility 
<< of Europe is a fine thing, but will it not always keep me a 
^ captain?" . ^. . 
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of that noMeiardour^ whose legitiiiii^ obfec^ and 
highest aim was the defenceaod hcmourof hiscaoi»- 
try^ u* mania for glory, a thirst for conquest, and 
a hatred of peace formed the characteristic of the 
French isoldter, and almost of the French popu* 
latioft. Gamot well describes this. '^ The yonth 
^^ of tiie present day are educated with different 
^ pifinciples; The loye of glory has struck deep 
^ root in- their minds. Itis become the most distin- 
^« ^mhing trait of the natioDal character, ijaton- 
^^ cated by twenty-five years of constant success. 
^ Tfai» glory had become the idol of our souls ; 
^^ it abswhed^ery thought of the Teterans whose 
^^ booouiable wounds no longer permitted them to 
<^ fight their country's battles, and it formed the 
-*' oidy . hope' of the youthful warrior when he 
^ entered ou his first canq)aign. An unex- 
'^ peot^ Uqw has damped these . reooIlectioAs 
^^ and destroyed these hopes; and we -feel in 
^^ our hearts a mekmchcdy void like the. lover 
^' who has lost for ever the object of histleavest 
^ alfeqtioiis. 

^ This sentiment rendevsouf situsAiim pamful 
" 4ind dangerous. Every one endeavours to con» 
" qeal thelosft.iii^^ich he has sustained. HeJooks 
V ouhimselfiis,diilionoured, because, after toteuty 
*^ years^ of uninterrupted victory, he has lost one 
^* stake, but that unfortunately was the stake of 
^* honour.*' 

A writer, just referred to, gives an interesting 
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delineation of the appearance and character of the 
French ait this critical period. 

' <* The most impressive feature of the crowd be- 
" fore us, and that which most struck us with a 
** «n86 of ndvelty and of interest, was its mili* 
^ tary aspect. Almost every man had soii^ 
** indteation of the military profession about his^ 
^^ person, sufficient to denote that he bad been 
^' engaged in War : ai the same time there was a 
" self-willed variety in the di*ess of each which 
** had a very unpleasant effect, • inasmuch l» it 
" prevented us ft-om' recognizing that stamped 
*' assumtice oflegitimacy as an anhed force Which 
** is impressed on the aspect of British troopgf. 
^* We could scarcelyimagine that the dark-visaged 
** bdngs, feonie in long loos6 great^cotfts, some 
*^ ih jacikets, some in cocked hats, sotde! In rmmd 
*' ones, and some in cap^, wha darteidf ai us k^eh 
♦'' looks of a*very over.clotid6d cast, bad'everbe- 
•*' lobbed, to regiments ^tead^, controlled *and law- 
•' *il -thiey fileeMedrathferthe fragments cffWrOfceri- 
*' up gangs, brave, dexterous, andficWdj btituh- 
*^ principled and'tlnr^trainfed; Mhch of this 
^^ irregul*i^ity atid ahgrihess of appearance 'was 
*' doubtless odcasiohed by thie great disbandmeht 
^ of the' army that hatd jiifet taken place. They 
** had neither pursuits to occupy their time, faor 
" even prospects to keep up their hoptes. They 
'^ still lounged about in idleness although their 
^^ pay had been stopped; and disappointment and 
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*' necessity threw info their fkees an expression' 
" deeper than that of irritation'; approaching, in 
" feet, to the indication of indiscriminate and 
" inTeterate hatred. They csrtried abont with 
" them in their air, the branded characteristics of 
" forlorn men, whose interests and habits opposed 
** them to the peace of iriahkind;-^men who would' 
"• cry With the despwate Constance, 

" War i 'wwr ! no peace ! peace to me is trar !♦" 

^The discoi^trat of the army was at first conined 
to seeret^murmnrB and complaints, but a circutn*' 
stance sodn occurred which fanned the embers 
of 4ifaffeotion into a flame. In compliance with 
the custom of his ancestors, and of every sove- 
reign princfe,' Lewi& foi'med a body of household 
troops for the immediate guard of bis per^n. 
They were not selected from the army, but con- 
silted of volnnteert. None were excluded, but, 
as was naturally to be expected, the gi*eater part 
were colaaposed of young men whose families had 
lomg beim attached to the royal ca,use« ' Ond half of 
the officers were chosen from thode who had served* 
BoMiapatte, mid the others from the long tried 
compai^ons of the inoniEu*d/s ^versify. 

<3o«M aay tiling be mor6 equitable and delicate 
tlwdthis anmngement ? Ought the kitig to have 
setocted his household troops exclusively fi^m the 

.' .fv > ,, .i , ;j . ..'.'* " • •; 

♦ Scott't Vi«t to Paris ia 1814» page 17. 
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anny ? Would it not have been unreasonable to 
have required him to confide the guard of his 
person to those of whose fidelity he had no proof, 
and who had always fought against him ? Was not 
the plan which he adopted the most unobjection- 
able way of providing for those who had lost their 
patrimony in the defence of his causer suid who 
now reasonably and anxiously looked to him for 
4>rotection and support ? He could not restore to 
them the possessions of their ancestors. These 
were in other hands and the national property 
was guaranteed. He could not reward them firom 
the public treasury. The claimants were too nu- 
merous and the funds were exhausted. By giving 
them commissions in this department of his ser- 
vice, he rewarded their fidelity without rendering 
tl^em burdensome to their country. Had the 
former adherents of Napoleon possessed one sen- 
timent of justice they would have acknowledged 
the proprijety of the arrangement, and have been 
grateful that they were admitted to an equal share 
of the hcmours and emoluments of the corps. 

If Lewis erred it was in forming so small a body 
of household troops* They consisted of only two 
thousand Bien ; and while their composition e3(ei|ed 
the jealousy of the rest of the army, they were too 
few in number to be any check uppn it, or to be of 
real service to the king. Instead of two thousand he 
should have Embodied a corps of twenty tbouswd 
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men, and have employed ev^ry poitoiblemeans gt^ 
dually and prudently to dimiuish the number and 
influence of the army. He would thus hare ensured 
thepublic tranquillity, and the enterprise of Buont- 
pjkrte would never have succeeded, and probably 
would not have been attempted. But it Wall the 
false and destructive policy of Ibe ministry to 
maintain a formickble and imposing army, ihaft 
some effect mi^ht be produced on the deliberattonil 
of the cotigfess at Vienna. Little did they tefkcit 
on the dharacter of that army, demoralized by the 
long continuance of war, panting fdt.tlke renewal 
of slaughter and plunder, and careless of ihb 
means by which this might be accomplished* 

The return of the prisoners from Rusilia and 
England increased the general discontent. Onb 
hundred and fifty thousand men, *^ without eni^ 
*' ployment and without bread, and with all the 
" habits of idleness and depravity which a long 
" detention in prison never fails to produce,*' were 
thrown baek on France. Although they were 
the victims of am' uHneeessary and atrocious war, 
yet ih war alone they possessed the means of in* 
dulging their profligacy and vice, and even of 
supporting their existence. They therefore united 
with, the regular troops in eager and importunate 
distnuids again to be conducted on the path of 
glory. 

Had not the licentiousness of the camp extin- 
guished in their bosoms every spark of honour 
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and gratitude, they would have esteemed it their 
happiness and their pride, to have shewn, in every 
possible way, their attachment to the royal cause. 
They had fought fot the usurper, and had by him 
been unfeelingly abandoned. Their chains had 
been loosed by the king. They had borne arms 
against their legitimate monarch, and to him they 
were indebted for their return to their beloved 
country*. His paternal solicitude had antici- 
pated all their wants. No sooner had they set 
foot on the French soil, than they were liberally 
supplied with money to enable them to rejoin 
their standards, or to return to the bosom of their 
families. 

Many of the officers who returned from Russia, 
had suffered considerable losses, and demanded 
Bome indemnity. The majority had not received 
any pay during several years. The arrears were 
enormous. The claimants were innumerable. It 

♦ The following is an extract from an affecting letter written by 
Lewis XVIII in his own hand to the emperor of Russia. 

** The fate of arms has caused more than one hundred and fifty 
f < thousand prisoners to fall into the hands of your Imperial Ma- 
•* jesty. Most of them are French. It matters not under what ban- 
'« ners they have fought. They are unfortunate; they are my chil- 
** dren. I recommend them to the benevolent regard of your Im- 
•* penal Majesty ; and entreat you to consider how much many of 
*« them hav€ already suffered, and to soften the rigour of their fate. 
** Let them learn that their conqueror is the friend of their 
<* father. -Your Majesty cannot give me a more touching proof 
*< of your friendship for me.— /V6. 14, 1814. 
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was necessary to create a commission to examine 
;s^d to regulate the claims of each. This occa- 
sioned some delay, and that delay produced the 
loudest, but the most unreasonable discontent. 
They had been long abandoned in an enemy's 
country, without pay and without succour, and 
they were now indignant^ because a few weeks 
had elapsed^ and their claims were not satisfied. 
Many of them presumed to. penetrate to the very 
foot of the throAe, and, in the most insolent 
language, demanded of the king the recompence 
of those services which they had rendered the 
usurper. 

Another event converted their complaints and 
remonstrances into actual rebellion. The ex- 
travagance of the former government had left the 
finances in a state of utter confusion and exhaus- 
tion. That part of France which had been the 
theatre of the last campaign, was unable to con- 
tribute its quota to supply the exigencies ot 
the state. Retrenchments were absolutely neces- 
sary. While the household establishment of the 
king was conducted on the most rigotous prin- 
ciple of economy, and every part of the admini- 
stration cheerfully submitted to its share of priva- 
tions, the army could not expect to be exempt* 
Several of the regiments were disbanded, and all 
the supernumerary pflficers placed on half-pay* 

Nothing was more equitable than this, and 
nothing more consistent with the usage of every 

o2 
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government. When a country no longer re qu ir 
fee active exertions of its soldiers, this useful 
class of the community is certainly entitled to 
dome remuneration for past services, and for 
having embraced a profession which necessarily 
excludes them from many of the occupations ofpife: 
but they cannot justly demand the same stipend, 
as when they are called to the post of duty, and 
expose their lives to hazard. 

The French army, however, unreasonably 
ttiought itself ill-treated by this measure. Lewis 
had promised that all the officers should retain 
their respective ranks. They falsely alleged that 
this promise was broken, when they were deprived 
of part of the emoluments formerly connected with 
their respective situations. ' 

Their case was undoubtedly hard. In their pre- 
datory incursions into every neighbouring country, 
they had been accustomed to add considerably tor 
the income which they derived from their com- 
missions, and they severely felt the defalcation, 
when, at peace with the world, they were com- 
pelled to live on their simple pay : but wheff even 
half of this was taken away, they were not only 
no longer able to support their habitual extrava- 
gance, but even decently to maintain that situa- 
tion in society to which their rank entitled them. 
That they should be disappointed and displeased 
was natural; but this should have entered iiito 
their previous calculations. They had no reason 
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to charge the government with injuaticei aad 
should have traced their sufferings to the right 
cause, — the insatiable ambition and boundless 
extravagance pf their former sovereign. But 
they were previously ripe for rebellion. They 
were almost anxious for some pretext to renounce 
their allegiance ; and would readily have followed 
any leader who would have Bettered them with the 
hope of victory and plunder. 

The Court of Lewis was divided into two parties* 
T|ie first comprised the majority of his ostensible 
ministers, who were attached to the constitutions 
and «aw, in a strict adherence to it, the true honour 
and only security of the monarchy. To this pvty the 
Iquf inclined* He had sworn to be faithful to the 
charter, and his ambition would have been amply 
gratified if he possessed the affections, and con- 
tributed to the prosperity of a free and happy 
people* 

Most of the princes of his house, and his old 
and confidential advisers formed a second party^ 
They beheld with jealousy eveiy concession in 
favour of liberty, and ardently wished for the re- 
turn of the ancient re^gime. The re-establish- 
ment of the former arbitrary government was the 
object pf their daily wishes and nightly dreams; 
and too mai^y of the acts to which they gained 
the royal consent had an evident tendency to ac^ 
complish this object. They constantly surrounded 
the ^ing ; they possessed a thousand opportunities 
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of indirectly, yet powerfully influencing his mind 
and guiding his decisions; and to this perpetual 
struggle between the honest intentions of the 
monarch, the wise and prudent advice of bis more 
enlightened counsellors, and the illiberal sug- 
gestions and arbitrary principles of his family 
and ^vourites those strange inconsistencies of 
his administration are to be attributed, Tihieh 
were naturally, yet unjustly suspected to indicate 
the latent design to break from the trammels of 
the constitution as soon as time and opportunity 
should serve* 

Never had monarch a more difficult part to act 
He owed his throne simply to the efforts of the 
allies ; and no sooner was he seated on iU than 
they withdrew to their respective countries^ and left 
him surrounded by, and at the mercy of the very 
army which had fought so obstinately against him» 
and only submitted ^hen further resistance would 
have been fruitless ; while the few friends whom 
6e brought with him, could render him little 
assistance or pi^otectionj ancj were regarded with 
an evil and |ealou.s eye. 

<^ould the extraordinary revolution which sooft 
fbllowed have been prevented ? Could all these 
causes of dissension and dissatisfaction have b^a 
removed, or their efiecta neutralized ? 

This is a difficult question, ^-ewia was cer- 
tainly placed in circumstances most perplexing 
^d embarrassing. The restless spirit of % 
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soldiery accustomed to combat and to victory, 
and indignant at inactivity and defeat, — the dis- 
satisfaction of the officers who were no longer able 
to support their former extravagance, — ^the ambi- 
tion of the generals whose companions were 
covered with honorary decorations, and some of 
whom now swayed the sceptre of extensive king- 
doms, — the contempt which a victorious army 
soon imbibes for an unwarlike sovereign, — the 
mania for conquest and military glory which 
pervaded every class of Society,— the suspicion 
with which the landed proprietors regarded the 
return of those in whose possessions they now 
rioted, — the envy and hatred with which the wo- 
6/^55^ contemplated the persons by whom they 
had been despoiled and expatriated, — ^the love of 
liberty which animated every political party, — ^the 
leaning to the old regimey which the monarch 
felt, and the ill-concealed arbitrary principles of 
his family and courtiers, these constituted a source 
of danger against which no hunotan foresight couM 
devise a perfect security. 

The most adviseable plan would have been to 
have created, in the first moment of enthusiasm, 
a formidable body of household troops, and then 
gradually and slowly to disband the legions of 
Buonaparte ; unless Lewis had ventured on the 
bold and hazardous experiment of immediately 
disbanding the old troops, and completely re^ 
organizing the army. It is said that the king 
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was e^tnestlj^r entreated to adopt this Utter plan, 
and it perhaps might haye h^m effected while al} 
\he national guards of franco were in arms, and 
the country was occupied by the tr<)op8 of the 
allies. The regimei^te, separated fron^ each other, 
CQuld have offered no resistance. A new arwy 
would haxe been speedily formed, composed of 
t|ie better part of the old one, and many of the 
Rational guards. These might have been com- 
ipandjed by the le^st. objectionable of the officers 
of Buonaparte, niingled with a sufficient number 
pf those who had fought ip. the rqyal cause : and 
the officers who werp not employed might have 
retained their rank, and perhaps their full pay. 
^hile the allies remained in France, no resistance 
^ould have been offered to a plan like this \ and 
hiBMJ Lewis cheerfully accepted the charter, and 
j^hewn himself determined to adhere to it strictly, 
his mild and paternal governmen): would gradu- 
ally have conciliated all parties. But Lewis 
conceived himself too deeply pledged with the 
marshals, and had not sufficient political courage 
tp carry into execution a project so daring. This, 
however, is mere speculation and foreign tp the 
province of the historian, One thing only is evi- 
dent, that while the army which had served Buo- 
naparte, and wjiich had imbibed all his ambition 
and profligacy, was gu^ered to reipain unchecked 
and unawed by any e^cient force, no prudence 
could jn^intajp the throve of the B^urbpus* Not 
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wen the virtws of Lewis cowld aflp3rd him effSp^ 
tual security. Not even hiii pure intentional an4 
disinterested patriotic views cpuld Ipng ^vert ttlfr 
blow. 

He was unfortunate in the choice of his inini- 
sters, or, rather, the peculiarity of his situation de- 
prived him of those honest and skilful men whose 
counsel and assistance alone could e:vLtricate him 
fronpi the difl|cu)ties hy which he was environed^ 
From what party could he select his ministry? 
Did he look to the companions of hi^ exile?— ^ 
They were strangers to the laws, the manners, 
and the new ideas of the French. Their favourite 
ipaxims of policy vi^ere ill-suited to the character 
Qf the times. They had much to learn and much 
to forget, ere they could accommodate themselvet 
to the prejudices and feelings of the present race 
qfFrenohmeq. 

Did he direct his vievrs to those who had been 
the agents of Napoleon ? He had reason to fear 
that they could not divest themselves of their 
attachment to their qld master. Or did they a1^ 
once transfer all their aflTectiop and fidelity to the 
king, that very versatility would weaken or de* 
iJifpy the ponfidence which he ought to beetow on 
the accredited ministers of hip government. 

Pid he ?eenr to the republicans or confttitutjon- 
altets ? A« invincible reluctance to ally himself 
with th^^ who had been instrumental in the death 

<»f bifjhw^ber P?8clu4ed allwni^ex^Qii ^ith them- 
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He made the best choice which cifrcumstiances 
would permit, but a choice which was fatal to the 
stability of his reign. 

If the monarch had been imprudent in re- 
jecting the crown as the gift his people,— if he 
could not at first reconcile himself to the men 
who had murdered his brother, and condemned 
himself to an exile of more than twenty years, — 
if he had called around his court too great a 
proportion of those whose fidelity had undergone 
the fiery ordeal of adversity, — and if he could 
not assume enough of the unfeelingness of the 
politician to suppress his gratitude, and to delay 
an act of justice towards those who had shared in 
all his sufferings ; yet he had given sufficient 
pledges that he was determined to assume the 
character, iand merit the praise of a patriot king. 
JHis bitterest enemies dannot deny that, under 
his short administration, France enjoyed more 
real liberty than during any period of her whole 
history- Although he had every opportunity of 
gratifying his revenge, and was urged to the 
gratification by those who had more zeal than 
prudence, not one arbitrary imprisonment dis- 
graced his reign. Neither the person nor the 
property of a single individual was violated. 

He was dethroned- because his character was 
not suited to the times ;— because he had not suffi- 
cient firmness always to reject the impolitic 
counsels of his favourites, and too much virtue 
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to yield to the profligate wishes of his people. 
Had he forgotten his professions, and done vio- 
lence to his conscience ; — had he adopted the on* 
principled schemes of his predecessor, and pur- 
sued his career of lawless ambition, he might have 
reigned the idol of the French, and the terror of 
;^urope« 
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CHAPTER 11. 



Connexion of Buonaparte with the Conspiracy ; — His 
residence at Elba. — Progress of the Conspiracy, 
-^Correspondence Jirst opened with Buonaparte. — 
Impolicy of placing him at Elba. — Negligence of 
the Ministers. 

The conspiracy which terminated jn the flight 
of Lewis waa not formed for the sake of Buona- 
parte. They who were loudest in their expres- 
sions of dissatisfaction, aimed not at the re- 
storation of the Corsican, In the early stage of 
the discontents he was not even thought of, and 
had he been further removed from the scene of 
action he would have been soon forgotten. 

His personal friends were very few. Even in 
the army he would have become an object of in- 
difference, if not of aversion. He was beloved 
only by a few of his officers whom he most 
favoured ; the others were afterwards attached to 
his cause by their love of war and plunder, and 
their respect for his military talents. They would 
have followed with almost equal alacrity any 
leader who would have given them as fair a pro- 
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mifee of the gratification of their favourite pro- 
pensities. 

The republicans and the constitutionalists re- 
garded him with mingled averdion and dread. 
Fouch^, who must have been intimately ac- 
quainted with the feelings and views of all parties 
has truly said *, " It was not from attachment to 
" Buonaparte, it was still less from fidelity to his 
" cause, that in the month of March a part of 
*' France was seen to associate themselves with his 
" destinies. He owed his success entirely to our 
" discords, which made him to be regarded by 
** some as a liberator, and by others as an instru- 
'^ ment : and this instrument gave us much more 
" reason for fear than for hope/* 

In another paper addressed to the ministers of 
the allied powers after the second abdication of Na^ 
poleon, he says, " Why should the truth be now 
" concealed? An imprudent and overwhelming 
^^ zeal for the rules and maxims of the ancient 
" monarchy led to the commission of many faults. 
*' Alarms of more than one description were the 
'* result, as well as a fluctuation of opinion, 
^ ' and a disaffection towards the government. 
^ This moral opposition, which was known to 
♦' the whole of Europe, did not escape the cat- 
** culations of Buonaparte ; and he liad no need 

^ ■ ■ II I I ■ II ^ II I ^ i> I.I ■ II I H^ 

* Fouch^'s second Memorial. 
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" of any other invitation to throw himself into the' 
" midst of this discontent^ and these elements of 
" discord.'* 

A small party, however, was sincerely attached 
to his interests. They principally consisted of 
those who owed to him their wealth and political 
consequence, and who were reduced to insij^i* 
ficance and comparative poverty by his abdication, 
— some functionaries whom the king had impru- 
dently deprived of those emoluments which they 
had enjoyed during twenty years, and to which 
they were entitled neither by their talents nor their 
virtues, — soldiers who languished with ennui and 
who, in his return, saw the only prospect of em- 
ployment, promotion find wealth, — comedians 
whose consciences accused them of having been 
priests, and whom the new court treated with the 
contempt that they deserved, — women whose 
inconstancy three divorces had not been able to 
fix, and who sought in a fourth solemnity a new 
adultery, — scholars who had been crowned at the 
Lyceum or the Academy, but whose literary talents 
would not now excuse their debauchery and vice. 
But what they wanted in numbers, influence and 
power was amply compensated by diligence and 
zeal. 

Some months passed before they dared to en- 
courage the hope that it was possible to restore 
their patron and idol, and before they appear to 
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have meditstted any project to acccmiplish this 
atrocious purpose. 

Buonaparte had retired to the island of Elba. 
The reluctance with which he followed the com- 
missioners, and the tears in which he was always 
surprised when for a moment he had been left 
alone, shewed that he considered it as no tempo- 
rary retreat ; and that he regarded his political 
life as really terminated. One expression escaped 
from him before he embarked. " Had Marius 
" perished in the marshes of Mantumum, he would 
" not have attained his seventh consulate/' But 
this probably is not to be regarded as an indica- 
tion of his real purposes, but of those vague wishes 
which he could not immediately resign. 

Astounded by the blow which had precipitated 
him from the first throne of the civilized world 
to a barren rock and a people nearly savage, his 
wild and lawless ambition had received a salutary 
check, and the Prince of Elba was constrained to 
regard the former Emperor of the French as a 
mere historical personage. But to suppose that 
he would always rest content with his new desti« 
nation, was to conclude that that unrestrained ima- 
gination which had embodied the most gigantic 
projects, and had converted every obstacle into the 
means of facilitating their execution, was extinct 
and dead. ' The progress of events rekindled the 
smothered fire, and the, errors of his enemies, and 
the inexhaustable resources of his own genius^ 
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tod sftioti supplied him with the means of again 
disturbing the peace of Europe. 

lie had no sooner arrived at his. new sove- 
f eighty, than all the energies of his mind appear 
to have beert directed to complete the fortifica- 
tions of his capital, tb add to its embelHsbments, 
^nd to improve the agriculture and resoufces 6f 
the island. 

A French n^itef, in a work entitled " A Year of 
the Lifeofthe Emperor Napoleon,^* gives a curi oils 
account of the manner in which he employed his 
time. Some allowance must be made fbf the ex- 
aggerations of a professed eulogist, but the pic- 
ture is perhaps tolerably correct. 

** The days of th^ Empefor passed away in the 
•* most pleasant oc^cupations. All his hours were 
** filled up. That indefatigable activity, which 
** in other times he applied to the vastest eori- 
** ceptions of genius, he employed in the island 
" 6f Elba in studying the embellishment of the re- 
*' tfcat which he had chosen. In the morning he 
** shut himself up in his library. He often rose bef- 
" fore day, and employed himself for three hours, 
** till seven or eight o'clock. He then took some re- * 
*• pose ; he went out and visited all the works : 
** he spent much time in the middle of his wt)rk- 
*• men, who reckoned among them tnany soldiers of 
•* the guard. Two Italian architects traced, accord- 
** ing to his orders, plans of buildings upon which 
^ he had determined.** 
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, Wbtntever was: the estate of the weather, hiB Ma^ 
je«ty went.tQ his country house of Saint Martin^ 
in :the environs of Porto-Ferrajjo* There^ as in the 
cityj the Emperor was occupied with the interior 
management of bis house^ requiring an exact ac* 
count of every thing, and entering into the small- 
est dets^ls of domestic and rural economy. 

.Often after breakfast he reviewed his little 
tarmy. He required the greatest regularity in 
their exeri^ises and manoeuvres, and caused the 
strictest discipline to be observed. 

.After the review he mounted his horse for his 
morning rides. Among his principal officers 
and attendants wereMan^hal Bertrand and General 
Drouet, who scarcely ever quitted him. On his 
way, his majesty gave audience to all those whom 
hfi met. He listened to every complaint, and 
never left any person with just cause for dissatis- 
faction. He then returned to dinner. All who were 
admitted to his table were treated with the most 
petfect kindness and cordiality. The Emperor 
a{^ea;red to have discovered the secret, without 
kiaingany of his dignity, of becoming a simple 
individual among individuals ; and the conversa^ 
tionhad all the liberty and all the careless freedom 
which could be enjoyed in the most intimate 
society. The evenings were dedicated to family 
parties. 

When the Emperor received the visit of any 
Stranger, which frequently happened, be enter- 

VOL. I. B 
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tainea «iim ^*fe grace abcI femiliarity*. H* con- 
versed withphiloBopfcert aiwJ ««»«»#, of Hie 1h- 
stitirte, of Itoe Royd ACadeiiay of London, aB^«f 



, « The follwiag interesting conversation is recorded by a 
'ecntlemwi' who visited him in December, 1814. 

« I found him standing by the fire, dressed ito avery sbabTiy 
Witorm, *ith*e Gm«4 Cordah of thelegiomrfHottom.^ 
(being intokJdttead to Irinii he Mantly «»lMd me i^ith t^A^tp 
pi^CiiW y^,. ' Wh^^Hyft^ cpme fom?' »F^ Franaj. 
sire • HU tone and manner were immpdiatdy changed. W,Ui 
the utmost a^bility he asked,' ♦ What do they say of me m 
Fmiice' ? Si'^k freely.' ♦ The ^t masfe of the people is^ 
ddedljr attached to the Bourbon., but many remember yatf«idi 
.jiffaoii«n;i?Mtid«l«rlF the army.' > uufi«„w. 

firstisiwahzing hipiseilf at Toulon to his campaign in Egypt, on 
.whicrhe enlarged ,ith much complacency. "I ventured to ^ 
■ him whether 'teli^ a«thoriz«l the massacre at^Jafife. He t|0. 

knowledk€^'&rf1A^'«^; tt^*^^"^*^^'^*'^'''^**^,?**^ 
.<if i*ie«reii<ii.'treadietyiafA*«T«!y Ti.*a,:whp Mb«eni:4- 

^le«d«iip«*.liB..a4d,wW.Mf««n ^^ ^^ *"»f."S"";J 
wZ Hesaid*athe hadonlytenthousandmenwithhim, and 

that be could neither retain the prisoner, nor, without the c«- 
^ STnty of his own destruction, dismiss tbetn a, they ^^^^^ 
'W fought aginst him; Mid that-h* was therefor* eompdied Jo 
,-orfer«lwhdweret«kenatJ.£feto;ba«hot. 'I do «pe»t ^ 

wtloD,' he «rid«4. 'f*' « >«S '"^^''^' ^ eKp^iieft.aiyl 

.•aafalislawf^''' • i .. . • .i. • / 

I then questioned him with regard to hispoisomng the sick. 

He said that it was partly true and partly false. On theev* of a 

forced march some of his soldiers were reportedtoJ« dyiig 

V^4h^ plag»e; ri4sei*f.rD«jtm»e«*^,t>e4«d.of.ll»me. 

iidal .talft an* ai*ed,himif Ahe»^ ^st^e smaJJ^^hanceof ttwr 
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die recent discoveries in natural philosophy^ che^* 
toi^try, galvanism^ and electricity. He congra<» 
talated the rich English land-holders on the 

gurvivipg.. He w^ told there was none. * Can they be moved 
Fith Ae an»y?l. -LThey will infect the j^st of your troops, 
rif.* * Then treat them as I should wish you to treat me in 
similar circumstances; — give them a dose of opium.' Desjou- 
nettes started with horro» and answered, 'Never, sir. JVIy 
office is to cure and not to kill,' — < and I acknowledged that he 
was rig^it, and the men were left behind, but were not poisoned. 
From Egypt,' lie said, * I returned to Paris where I lived for 
some time in private. One day I aaw.in the paper a decree of 
the convention^ naming Buonaparte commander-in-chief of the 
army. I bought the paper, and gave three-»pence for it, not 
having the least ide^ it referred to myself. I went to a cofiFee- 
house and began to inquire who this Buonaparte was, saying, 
that I was not aware of living a namesake so lucky. No one 
knew. I walked down to where the convention sat. The 
doors of the house were crowded. I waai soon recognized^ and 
saluted with the shout, ** Buonaparte our little g^m^ral for 
ever." 1 now found a vacant throne, and no one ready to fill 
it. J seized on it. Was I wrong? I am satisfied with what I^ 
have done, and have the consolation to know that I have in- 
creased, rather tjian diminished the happiness of prance. 

He then began about the Bourbops. * Lewis XVIII is a 
good man ; he Has some talent ; does he apply much ?' * Six 
hours a day.' ^ < Much may be done in six hours. ]\Ionsieur 
has the manners of a gentleman, but he has no application. 
The dukes ' of Angojileme and Berri are no great things; — 
thiey are mere nothings.' He seemed to. know little of th^ 
duke of Orleans, and when informed that he possessed superior 
talents, application a^d decision, he expressed considerable sur- 
prise and much emotion. He then spoke of the emperor Alex^ 
auder; * He is a mere shuttlecock, and yet you have no idea 
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progress of their agriculture, aiid the liberality 
of their country's laws : and he talked with the 
military of the historical memoirs which he was: 
writing of his campaign. 

Lord Bentinck, Lord Douglas, and a great num- 

' I ■ ' • 1 — -— — — ^ 

hcnv artfur he is. The king of Pruasm is a good maD. He 
thmKs hiurself very wise, but in reality he is exceedingly^weal, 
y€t he- is a good man notwithstanding that' He next spoke 
ofTalleyiandwith the utmost asperity, and msdidouily attn- 
buted to him crimes of which he was never guilty. He pro- 
fessed himself friendly to uftiversat tolersd^on; — had favoured the 
J)ews partly 6n priticipfe ;— had built churcKes for all sects ;— 
blamed the restrictions on Roman CatluAics in England as un- 
worthy a great natidn ;— --declared that he had murdered neitKer 
Wright nor Pichcigru. — • In good faith,* said he, * they were m 
prison, and there they died. Pichegru was without talent, 
without head. — ^Moreau had almost made me repent of my 
clemency towards him; but" no! I would not have iajured 
his life. But I have been too merciful. — ^This has been my 
ruin» Had I spilled nu)re blood, I might yet have filled the 
throne of Francci/ 

In another conversatlbn a visitor said, * Your majesty has been 
much reproached on the suliject of Moscow.' * You are right, 
I committed a great error there.' * What object had you in 
view in the conquest of Moscow ?'— « To become master of 
the continent." * And what thieni^' *To compel your nation 
to be Just Whither are you going?' 'To Nicies/ *You 
wiU see Murat there.. That man has no head. He haa 
not one milftary idea, except on the field of battle. When he 
has received his orders, he piques himself on performing them. 
He is a god untit five o'clock at night. What wiU become of 
him ? You will pass by Rome. The Pope is an obstinate 
old monk.* . 
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her of other English lords were admitted, x^ourted, 
and frequently treated with f&tes by his majesty^ 
All carried back with them the most inter^ng 
recollections of the receptiop with which tl^ej 
had met. 

One of them accompanied his Majesty, as 
fCco|*din^ to his usual custom he visited jpjn foot 
the works of Porto-Ferrajo. The Emperor met 
|he grand marshal who was coming Jfrom thejport, 
and going towards ifye p$ilace with papers under 
Jiis arm. * Ai^e they French journals ?' ' Yes, Sire/ 
*Am I well cijit up?* 'No, sire, there is no mention 
of your Majea^ty to-day^* * Come* we shall have it 
tMBorrow. It ,is .an pitermitting fever ; but th^ 
1^ will pa^ away/ 

TJjie Emperor amused himself with discoursing 
Fith. his grenadiers. Like all old soldiers, they 
appeared never to be perfectly contented.; and by 
one of those ,ej;|)jression^ which shew to the 
soldier the affection which his leader feels, bet- 
ter thfyi the finest phra/ses, he called th^jn hi? 
grumbiers. 

One day, towards the close ,of /Januaigr, *; WeH, 
grupibl^,' sjtid he to one of theip, 'you are 
melancholy p' ' f^o. Sire, but I ^m not always too 
9iucfa amjised/ ' Ypu are ^rong^ y.pn must take 
time agj it come^; apd gpt ;rid of it by jingling 
your money in yoijir pocket, a^d sin^ng within" 
yjp^ teet^ ' Xhii^ will not la«it for ever/ 

The number of works begun and finished in 
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the space of ten months is incoQceivabi^. The 
palace of the Emperor at Porto-Ferrajo was situ- 
ated on a rock, between ports Falcone and Etoile, 
on the ' Moulins bastion. On his arrival it con^ 
sisted of t^Fo principal wings which sefved for 
lodgings to the superior officers of engineet^ and 
artillery. The emperor caused the interior of 
these wings to be decorated, and the centre 
building which united them to be raised. He 
drew the plans himself, dictated the internal ar- 
rangements, and superintended the details, even 
the shape of the ornaments of a superb room whi^K 
occupied the whole of the middle. From the 
windows he had a complete view of the whole 
country. He saw all that was passing' in tfce 
town, and no vessel, however small, could enter 
the port without his perceiving it. This rodm 
formed one of the apartments ' destined for the 
Princess Pauline on the first story. His majesty 
occupied the ground-floor. Madame Mother hafl 
a small private house in the town.* 

Another writer says, that * Napoleon had no 
sooner arrived at his new domains, than h^ cir- 
cumscribed his wishes and his genius within their 
narrow boundaries, and appeared to foi^^t that 
he had reigned over Europe. He was 'wholly 
occupied in ' the administration of his little 
kingdom. Palaces were built, roads were com** 
menced, waste and barren grounds were brouglli 
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yield the food of man was made to contribii^ 
t9: faia cooayenieuce^ apd: cpvc)r$d,,;Tntbr pj^fiita- 
ti^e^ Numerous iiikiD^ lyeifc; e:s^f lorecl, ao^ 
ricliefi^. before upknowD, ao^: almost ioicredji^k 
mfffi , d^Qvered. Ii^ustry exitended ita ^ope^ 
tioiis ;. ewimerc^ Bvidtipli^^ h^r reli^tfo^s, ^p4 
iafignciidlfire iiew and improYed modes of cuU 
t)|^qa: sttperpeded tbose which were, o^l aa4 
ifipejir^sct Ccopafort^ and eviea a certain de^ 
gree .^ httury».weTp ev^ry where visible; an4 
' it^ jeasttb^a Aix wont^ the ifikuid> animated bj( 
the fivfsfii^ a»dr.nigi4^d by the munificence 
qI i|9 iiMTcr^iglii. ip«€pentwl| a picture of pycjr 
tperiitji^ Eitaplayed diving: the day in thespc^ 
ckdaiMBS of bis. c^bic^, and the active details 
of i^dniiti$traiioii, he^ UQb^Qt bis mind at eveib- 
tng in &e f^iliar circle of bis little court; 
Tiberef Iik(9 Pioclesian. fit, S^lonica, he forgot 
\&sk grandeur amidst the aubstantial pleasures 
ivbiah li^ioerity afibrded^ and consoled him* 
sdf fojr the ingratitude of men by active and 
ubireaf ied bevevolence/ , , ; 

It may be mA tb^t fill jthjis was? the eife^ of the 
daepttf policy. That it* w^^l of: iug>ort^nce for 
iiim to^lidl e¥Qfy suspicion, a^d th^ u^dev.t^ 
ppecaoub ftppear^nce, be ^as gisadually matur^fig 
tbfidhfing; project wJxich he afterwards ^comr 
pHsbad. ]t is asked in reply, Wby wapi i^ot th^e 
mask longer worn, and ^by wa^ it ^br^WA off 
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at the moment whev disgoicte ifto tii08t'ii<9ce9-^ 
sary? 

It h notorious that about Hie beginning -of ^ai^- 
tbmn a marked change i^as mtMe in ht» mttst^ 
ners Imd habits. He had nntil that period shewn 
an apparent resignation to his fate. His discourse 
was rational, and' his* conduct consistent. He 
likewiite evinced the greatest preditectioii for the 
constant prince and society of Sir N^l C^ftfip^ 
bell, the British accredited agent at Elba. It 
seemed ds if he had nothing to oottceal, aod 
^sourted the strictest scrutiny inta his most pri* 
Tate life. He now received' a visit from siMneof 
his family and friends who had just left fHeow; 
What passed at the interview is unknown; ^b^t 
from that hour he became restless and dissatisfi^« 
He shunned the company of the British <>ib)er; 
He secluded himsdf from almost all society. He 
often Bpent weien or eight successive hours in liis 
closet, and no one thored -ta intruck on his retire* 
ment ; or h^ wandered on the shore with folded 
arms, and unequal and often agitated step* Tbe 
improvements of the capital^ and the embeUiah* 
ments of the island were neglected^ and alnlost 
fbrgotten. Is it not probable that be them re* 
ceived the firrt intelligence of the discontents 
which prevailed through the whole of Franee ; 
that his slumbering passions wc^rd immadiatdly 
awakened, and that the coni^iracy to efket his 
lestoration eommenced ? : 
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^^ The persoMlifmiidki iOf BiiQiiapMte^ivieBe Sew; 
and during a considerable^ time they studiCMMljr 
ccmcealefll their ccmoexioii wi& him; The^r iminr 
glewt with the didoontefited. They magiiified:efs«igr 
eaote of sagpidon and alarm* They spreads tlie 
VMSt injttriouB reports of the trtachenma tatOB- 
llonB of the court, and they were 90on aopplied 
"With too many plausiUe grounds of compkint^ . < 

' ijtfondieur, preTJousMto the arrival of hia broths, 
had, with more good intention than wiadom, 
^hiBl8tily procl»ftied the d[>olition of the droife re^ 
lditV(theicotiftolidated excise duties), ataxtwhieh 
iiras peaslitrly obnoxious to tiie. people.^ This 
pledj^e^ so solemnly bat Incantiomdy giTen^nmde 
greatimprMsion cm all tbecommeccial towns, aofd 
eonti4bnted more than any thing to the popolaril^ 
of the royal cavse* it was, bQwevori soon dis- 
cbver^d, 'that the finances irarein so disoidei^ 
a s^if&i thtt it was impossible for the goireniQNmt 
^toc^Mwfthont this tax, and* Lewis was compelled 
to oontilme a bmrden, wliioh Monsieur bad 
n^her right iior imtiiDraty to abolish. Ttis 
mm imn^diately represented as aflagrant instance 
^perfidy and* opprtnsion. I 
^ > ¥iie^ iWolutlon. fand weakened jnd ahnort de- 
strsTfed a tt^erience for >Mligian! in «very qlass 
of> society.^ The priesthood were nnivarsidfly 
despised and ridicalad, ;Wiifa Lewis returned a 
crowd of: ecclqsiartics ' who 4»roi^bt bsick with 
them that supeiWitioos, . but conwienliotts , re^s 
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gBxA for 1^ qerttinc^iies it mligiQii» wonkHip, 
which i^uld ham: aiiited <fae character. ^fUsut 
pei^le twentjr^fiite yearft biefoiie,f bui ivshich would 
no^ uteirilably dkpleasle and dii^ust. Tbe.i]^ 
hbt^ity.mid .hijgotvy of due of them prodtteed 
the most midohieroulSf e&ot 

* Ji^qideiDokdle Rancour, a. c€tebratQd.aietre(9ft4)f 
tbe'Tfaeati9& FtaBQoiSiand a: woman of leqiactcible 
charaeter^i died at the age of sixty. .H<r^^r^> 
jKtt^ftded by a. train of caniages, and .a laiig^ 
concourse of people of ^ rabkjs »antd descaripdjioBa, 
^iras brought ibr ihtenhent ; to tb^ cbureb of. St 
iloque. By therigorDi»(ordii»iiices^^,1|]iieB|ai^^ 
limrship^ actors and actresiies are in & stMe ^ 
iKu:onmiutiieatkHi; .Thia^ if .stfictly>eftfefeedf d^ 
pmed tl^m of the foehefita of CSmatian bi}itiaL . > 

> Many years - bad passed sinee. this , b^rbajrouK 
excllision had beea practised ;;:jand^ .certainly, 
4te' attendants on tb^ remains of thtajierformw 
hrere littlefiTCpared ibr tbedisat^iMnMen^ 
a^ited them, wheii4;hey fomM tiie gates of tte 
«burch locked against tfmm, anid admission p^^ 
emptorily relused. The dkn^ay of the spieotatoss 
was succeeded by unlTersal . iif dignatioil; ■ . . An 
isimieBsci ci^wd 'begsln to assemiUe) andt crie0 of 
fory ajid'ireiigeaAcei Were heard in all thea^jmiK 
ing quarters of Pam. Thef^uei St. Hon^re^and 
€tery ^vefnue mitUimli qfiairteffof javileMaf tile 
scene, were bloilced jqp by ^e populace^ ^ 
The churdb^ doors w^re' brtdien opea». but Ho 
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priest appeared, and the most firigbtftil -distmifti^ 
ftttce was apprehended 5 nor was it supposed thaft 
the effects of the popular agitati6n would end with 
the cause tvhich had produced it 

' In the mean time a message was( sent to tti^ 
king, supplicating his majesty's interposition, 
^r the sake of humanity and for the puMic peace 
df the capital: An aiiswer was immiediately re^ 
turned firom the palace that the affair helorigedtOr 
the jurisdiction of the church,' and that tie kiAg 
eould not intermeddle with the spiritual author 
nties. 

The tumult increased, and the danger of soikie 
movement appnroaching to^ inBurreeUuii~ became 
every moment more vii^ible, when a second de- 
putation proceeded to the Thuilleries, At the san^e 
time a declaration was copMBunicated tp the court, 
on the pari (^ all the actors, actresses, and «t* 
tendants on erery theatre in Paris, that if tfai^re^ 
mains of Madembiselle Ftaucour were not instantly 
admitted to the privileges of Christian sepulture, 
th^y would in a body read their recantation,, and 
adc|rt the Lutheran, or Calvinistie liith* t . 

The second message succeeded better than the 
first, and bJrought 'back an order fIrom the king 
<o.,the clergyman, to receive the c and read 

the funeral ^pmce. Tbfs ws^ accepted by the 
multitude as a pledge^ of peace : long, loud, and 
reiterated shouts broke ifrem more than lEwenty 
thousand people^* ** Vive le JRoi---^ bos le$ C^ 
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Iffffiff^ bos les Caloiins — atr di^'ble ]k$ Caloims V* 
^hf , cfcremoiiy wi|0 tb^en perfonued, but iiFitb 
« juadm^ rites/' 

The troop9, instead of quellinjf the tumult^ 
qwnifested a disposition to suppQrt the pec^le. 
Tb^y were ordered not to permit more than a 
certain number of the followers of the funeral 
iqto the churchs but they gave free admission to 
all. The church was crowded. The tapers 
which had bf^eQ prepared for an ensuing festival 
were lighted up, and die performers of the opera 
and the principal theatres, sung a solemn antheqi 
on the occasion *. 

' ' .' ; '■ ' ' ' ■* ■ . I I ■ • ■■■III _ I I ij ■ }^mmmmm^ 

^^ hfi interesting narrative from the pen of Helen Maria WiU 
liamsy gives a very different and more pleasing view, of the spirit 
of some of the French clergy, 

Lewis 'XVilf, while he adheres with steadfost attachment to 
tfiAt veli^on in which- he so long found the solace of his mis- 
fiyivpties* and of which the /conoolations blmtt the thorns that 
Surround his diad^^» — Lewis XVIII has never violated the 
sacred principle of tolerat;ion. In testimony of the truth of this 
assertion I shall mention the circumstances which took place last 
winter at an- interment some leagues distant from Pans, and at 
which the president, of the Protestant church was invited t# 

Tf^e defunct was ^9, titled English Protf^stant^ Tlie bishop 
bf the diocese had ordered that all due honours should be 
rendered to the piety and good works of the deceased. The 
furfenQ 'sermon 'w^ ^feached by the Protestant president, 
Sn th(e ipulptt of ^aiClitholic church, to a numerous Catholic 
^vditoryt. the } Catholic clergy attending the service. The 
corpse jvas. i^d jin_the tomb with mingled rites; the lighted 
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The conspirators did not fail to repres^ttlfil 
as the commehcement of the reign of superstitioh 
and bigotry. It ivas asserted that fanaticism H^ 
Obtained a powerful influence in the coundb of 
the sovereign, and would rapidly bring bact aft 
the burdens of the priesthood^ without the bless^ 
ings of religion. These calumnies were too easily 
credited and* made an indelible and fsttal ini- 
presi^ion. 

The institution of a perpetual mass for the soUl 
of Lewis XVI was an excusable and interesting 
proof of fraternal affecfioiir but it imprudently ex- 
cited many recollections which oi:^ht to have 
15een buried in oblivion. . . . .^ . — 

The day on which the unfortuate monarch anij 
his queen were removed to the cathedrail of S|. 
Denis was ordered to be kept as a solemn &at 
throughout Prance. The military in^ every iowii 
were required to attend the public mass. Thejr 
obeyed the mandate^ but in almost every place 
they disturbed the solemnity, of the rites, and 



Papers and the Catholic dirge, the prayers of the Genevan church, 
and the tears of the mourning peasantry. You have heard of 
the object of this blended ceremonial. She was an English lady 
of some renown about the middte of the last century. Hertnia- 
fortunes iind her errors (for which the tears that were shed by the 
poor over her grave are a proof she atoned) have been recorded 
by the celebrat'ed Junras under the name of Miss Ann,ofNancjr 
Parsons. - 

MM Witti AMs^ Present State of V^Htitlif p^ 156. 
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09 KA«S ^^OR I4&WIS XVI. 

uptp^ared 4ispo8ed for open . mutiay. The ce- 
irewony wjis regarded as a kind of pnnisl^ment 
p^f^ict/ed^pn Bil who were concerned in the deed, 
or connected ^with the paitieg of that day ; and it 
fi^rved no purpose hntto confirm the suspici^^Bfi 
.already entertained of the superstition and bigotry 
^Ih^ coiirt, and to awaken many disagri^eat^l^ 
^iipjPf in, the mjbads of t^ose who wished toliayf 
forgotten the errors and crimes of the reyolutian, 
gn4 were sincerely disposed to rally round the 
constitutional throne , of Lewis ♦. 



< , ♦ Althougjii it^ foreign Iko the sul^ject of the prcBent bisti»y, 
the reader wiU not be displeased with the foUoinnf interesting 
^Mxount of the diuptennrat of the r^a:iains of Lewis XVL and 
his queen; it is'extracted from the Moniteur of Jsm, Slst, 1815. 
^••irst is the declaration on oath of the late vicar of the church of 
^>die^M6gdalett; » 

ii ff Qnfihef^iskpfJan^pry, 1703, the m^nbert of the depart^ 
{Q^t and tf^ <;9ininune informed me» that the ordeis they had 
received required them not to lose sight of the body of his ma- 
jesty.* We were, therefore, obliged to accompany them to the 
cemetery. On our arnval' there, I caused silence to be kepU 
The body *of hirmajesty was p rese nt ed to us. It was clothed in 
a white waistcpat, wi<h breeches of grey silk, and stockings oi 
the san^e colour. . We (M. Damor^u and myself) sung- the 
vespers^ and recited all the usual prayers for the burial of the 
dead ; -i^d I c|in s^y with truth, that the very same populace, 
who had lately made the jbot resound with their vociferationy, 
limned to the prayers for the soul <^ his majesty in solemn 
silence. Before the body was let down into the grave, whidi 
Vas about ten feet distant from the wall of the churchyard, a 
layer of ^cklime was thrown into ^ grave by order of the 
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AiM&er mearare of th^ govenun^rt proceeded 
fimn^e most prakieworthy aiotirei bat did nmch 
injuiy to the Irojial cauK. Jla ^evyChiistiaii 
eonafry it bad beeD tbe clistofm (m ouetom Mnc^ 

^Mocnixve. The corpse was then oovoned with s «bsikr lajrer of 
quicklime, and next a qiialititsr of earth was throWh io, and tht 
Whofe beateb down aevemi times. We letired in nlence after ihiB 
jbM pmUkteHmtony ; ^ aa &k at Ic^ recaUert, a nmnite of 
the whole was drawn up hy fte! j«i^ee of peaes». wfaidi was 
^gMi hy the twomcnahos of thedepartment^and the two of the 
eommxmit. On.retur niog to ib^ .ch«xcfa, I eat^iwi the banal k 
ft«Q^|ialtr, which -was aftowavds cacried cffhy ibt membera of 
ti!^ lerolntioDaTj caoimittee^ when tie ohuvdi waa shut up.* 

laim.fclkMrsaBacoottBt^fl^diBintiMrmffiit. . 

^lAAfif hammg, hy meMm ofjMiaafrwoiiaBtn.ODe of whom 
jgm piBieBt at theqneen^s iatelmei^ tipened^ the; gfoundto tta 
«Bteat of lea feel in length b J five or six in baeadlhy ^md to'the 
4e^(ifaboliitfiffefeiet»' we. came to jak^cr ofUmefroflntento 
4iibelReo.uidiii iA^hftduoasa; whieh we cauaed to bo'CarefuUy reu 
jminre4» aald undar whidi; we fouauda Fery dftatioct impvession <f{ 
4i«offi% of about five feet and a half or thetaaboutd in lengtH, 
iwbkh igaiiiieBiaon waa traced out amidst a tlnck layer of jime^ 
4aid along wludi ihere were feund wious fragnieits of plaidc 
aiai jintouched* We feund within this outline, formed by the 
fioiftn^ a .great number of boBres^ #hiGh we cafefolly eelleeted'; 
tome, however," were waiting, whidi dovibUess had beeA r^uced 
ilo dast : but we fennd the head entire, and the position in 
pdMoh it was placed shewed mcbntestably that it had bieen de- 
Jladied from the trunk* W^e also found some fragments 6t 
<dothing,-«4ii pariicttlar :two (elastic garters in tolerable pre^ 
iaefiaftiany yfbmh ' me have brought away that they 'may be gmn 
toihia m^etfy^^ aa iweU<aa two f ragtneiks <)f th^ coffih. We tbe^ 
respectfully placed the remainir in a bo» which we brought wi8i 
'W^iMi:ac4fir to theiarbeing d^podct^in the leaden cof&& w&ich 
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lioned by. the approbittion of e¥try yittndm hoi 
enlightened legislatar) to derote certain period* 
to religious instraction aad the worship of the 

Great Supreme. In France the. first day of the 

■-■ , I ' ' ■ - ■ ■ . -^ 

we have atdeiedU We also separated and placed in another box 
the ^arth and lime found with the bones, and which are to be 
deposited in the same coffin. This operation finished, we caused 
1^ spot to be covered with strong pbuiks, wsed piooeeded t^ 
aeardi for the remains of Lewi» XVI. 

'V The workmen opened in our presence a trench of seven ^0t 
^eep, a little belo^ the tomb of ^ queen, and nearer the wtaHon 
ftho side of the straet d* Anjou« We discovered some eaithiaised 
with lime, and some small fragments of boards indicative of a 
wooden coffin. We ordered th^i to contiBue to d^ with moie 
/niutH>a: butiaAeadoffi»£ng«bedofpuiteliflw^ asrowxlthe 
coffin of the qveen, we perceived that t^K earth and the lime hsli 
been designedly odngled, in such aroauDert however, thattlie 
^Ikne greatly predominated in the mixture, but had not the sa^ne 
con^isljltticeas that found in yesterday'^s operation, in the middle 
of this lime and of this earth, we discovered the- bones ' of « 
humap hod^t tno%t of which, being thoroughly corroded^ weie 
JKS^ to fall to dust The head was covered wi^ lime, and it 
.was.fowid placed betwixt two leg bones, a ciremnstanoewfaick 
appeared to us the more remarkable, as this had been poihtdL 
out as the ntuation of the head of Louis XVI in the information 
iWfaich we had received on the 2^ of last May. 

" We searched carefully for the remains of any: trace of 
.clot^g, without being able to discover any ; no doubt becaR|ie 
the quantity df lime being much more considerable, had • pvo^ 
duced a greater effect. We collected all the reh»s which we 
could perceive in'tlus confused mass of earth and lime, and placed 
them together in a lafgetheet prepare^ fw the pofpote, afral«o 
fiany pieces ofthe lime yet entire. I » 

«* We enclosed tbern^ with respect mm large bogr^wbkbivt . 
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iveek was HidH iprofeftsedly devoted to this pur- 
pose ; . but the progress of religion had, during 
the different stages of the rerolution, been rapid 
and disgraceful. The churches which had 
esciqped the revolutionary fury, were nearly de- 
serted* Infidelity was generally and exultingly 
avowed*. The shops were op^i as usual ; busi- 



fkstened' and sealed w^h the signet of the ai*ms of France. 
W^. then <!aiTied diis bojc into the same chamber where the re- 
mains of the queen were deposited yesterday, in order that the 
eccle^astics already assembled might continue round the two 
bodies the prayers, of the church, till the time which shall be 
fixed by the* King for placing them in leaden ^ffins, and for 
cooveyiiig these cdfllhs to the royal church of St. Denis.'* 

*. AFremolrgcnCTal, quartered in the house of a respectable 
gentleman in Amsterdam, inquirecl the reason, the first Sunds^ 
he was there, of the family going out in their best clothepr^ and 
.being told they* were going to church, he expressed his surprise, 
saying, " Now that ydti are ^ part of the great nation, it is time 
" ibr you to hstve done with that nonsense.** 

. Teavxls in FitlifcE IN 1814 and .ifeld, vol. I. p. 12& 
• The dupety of ^iperstition has been succeeded by the most 
hardy infidelity^ of the most chattering species. The ladies assail 
you in a crowded room, where there is waltzing going on, to 
put you seriously to your proofs of the existence of a God :— 
the little boys stop' in the streets to laugh at the priests, as 
mo«tit«bimks that are at once dishonest and ridiculous: — a 
Madame' la Portiere of an hotel threw herself into a convulsion 
of, rage- bedau«e a priest came to invite her daughter to con- 
&Bflk>n. One day observing a sentinel standing on guard near a 
churoh,^ the name of which I wished to know, I addressed him 
for the information I wanted :— the reply was, ^« Monsieur, I 
'< MB«8flMiei»^ know nothing of chii rebel.'' 

F 
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^ SHUTTING THE SHOPS. 

ness knew no relaxation^ and dissipaiion and de^^ 
baucbery bad chosen the eve of the Sunday as the 
period of their greatest triumph. Balls and con* 
c€rts were open in every street; the theatres 
were crowded to excess^ and the most burlesque 
or immoral pieces were usually then performed, 
as if to insult the sacred character of the day. 

Lewis was shocked at this depravity, and justly 
dreaded its increasing and fati^l influence qu the 
welfare of his people, and the stability of his 
government. An ordinance was issued, com- 
manding the shops and theatres to be shut on 
Sunday. The astonishment and indignation of 
the French knew no bounds. A mingled feeling 
of rage at the loss of their favourite amiHiements, 
and contempt for the ignorance and bigotry 
whi<!h prompted the measure took pos9ession of 
every mind. The most flagrant violations of the 
charter, the most atrocious aqts of cruelty and 
despotism would have excited less indignation. 

In the tragedy of CEciUpus, by Voltaire, Jocaste says to her 
ifv retched husband, 

** No8 prttres ne sont point ce qu'un vaine peuple pense, 
** Notre credulite' fait toute leur scienoe." 
These lines, on the night I saw the piece perfomned, weie 
scarcely <nit of the actress's mouth, before the house shook to its. 
foundaticms with the thunders of applause. It was a tumultuous 
loar proceeding from tradesmen, sdidiers, men, women, and' 
childreiv— the thoughtless as well as the thinking,**-*!! uiiiting> 
to testify an abhorrence of religion and its ministen* 

ScoTT% VlSlTt p. 155. 
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CONDUCT OF THE CLERGY. 07 

Some clergymen had imprudently hinted at the 
re-establishment of tithes. Others had affirmed, 
that «11 the marriages which had been contracted 
since the revolution, and in which the ceremo- 
nies of the ancient church had been omitted, were 
iniralid. This, involving every family in inex- 
tricable oonfiision, excited universal horror and 
dismay. 

Some prelates, anxious to get rid of every in- 
novation in religion, had publicly found fault 
with the concordat of 1800, and half-persuaded 
the king to apply to the pope for ite abo- 
iition. This attack on a measure which every 
impartial and ytellAnformed person had regarded 
as the foundation of the independence and re- 
spectability of the Galilean church, betrayed an 
ilUberal spirit that might prove the precursor 
of the reign of superstition and bigotry. 

The exploded doctrine of divine right had been 
proclaimed from several pulpits. A few priests 
had confidently spoken of their restoration to all 
their former privileges and emoluments ; and the 
multitude of ecclesiastics, who crowded every 
i^^nue to the court, plainly evinced the predi- 
lection of Lewis or his favourites for this respect- 
able and injured class of men. 

Another error was committed by the government, 
and gave very great offence. A monument wm 
proposed to be dedicated to the emigrants kilted at 
QQib^Y>Q. Thi0 was mort imprudently reviving 

p 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



68 PARTIALITY OF THE COURT. 

recollections which ought to have been consigned 
to forgetfulness ; and it was likewise declaring to 
the people with what sentiments the court yet re- 
garded those who had fought on either side during 
the struggles of the revolution. The unfavour- 
able impression which this made on the public 
mind was increased, when it was observed 
that, although the pay of the veteran soldiers 
was diminished, from an alledged, andindeed'a 
real deficiency of resources, yet the government 
fpund sufficient means to reward and to pension 
the families of the Vendeans, and particularly of 
the assassin Georges. And when, in addition to 
this, it appeared that most of the old public 
functionaries were displaced, to make room for 
the men who had returned with the king, not- 
withstanding an article of the treaty guaranteed 
to all their places ; and that the ancient noblesse 
alone were intrusted with foreign embassies, sus- 
picion and apprehension possessed the minds of 
all who had taken an active part in the revolu- 
tion, or acquired a share of the national pro- 
perty. 

These acts of imprudence did not escape the 
observation of the conspirators, and furnished 
them with new and powerful means to excite the 
fears and inflame the passions of the peasants and 
landed proprietors. 

When the conspirators had sufficiently ascer- 
tained that discontents were rapidly spreading, 
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PR06BB8S OF THE CONSPIRACY. 09 

they yentured cautioui^ly to bint that the recluse 
of Elba was the only person who could deliver 
ttem from the evils which they felt or feared. 
They spoke of his military fama < they asserted 
that misfortune had ameliorated his heart ; that be 
had renounced his romantic projects of universal 
empire, and that he wished only to live for the 
happiness and glory of France. Clubs were now 
fwmed, in the establishment of which the women 
bore a leading part. The Princess Hortensia, 
surrounded by a crowd of profligate females, who 
scrupled no sacrifices to allure every person of 
talent, wealth, or influeace to join their in- 
famous ccmibination, presided at these assemblies. 

At one of the weekly dinners, or rather de* 
bauches, which were given, the unfortunate Ge- 
neral Quesnel was an invited guest. It is sup- 
posed that his virtue was proof against their al- 
lurements ; for the next morning his corpse was 
di^overed floating in the Seine, 

A regular communication was established with 
Elba. The police was either unsuspicious of the 
plot, or the principal agents were secretly friendly 
to the cause ; for their correspondence was car- 
ried on with such perfect security, that Buona- 
parte determined to come secretly to Paris, to 
concert the necessary plans^ and animate the con- 
spirators by his presence. But this was deemed 
too hazardous, and the faithful Bertrand was de- 
spatched with fuU powers to arrange every tljing^ 
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70 IMPOLICY OF PLACING- 

That Elba should bare been chosen tfs dtertsid- 
ence of Buonaparte is most mysterious and un*- 
accountable. It united in itself every requmte 
to contrive with security, and execute with 
prcmnptness any new scheme of ambition. It 
was within a few hours' sail of the coaet of Italy. 
It was sufficiently distant from France to esciMpe 
the continual inspection of her vessds, and yet 
near enough for any sudden enterprise. Had 
te'eason and folly conspired to select a residence 
for the disturber of the world, Elba would have 
been their first choice. 

It is most astonishing that, among those who 
deliberated on the treaty of Fontainebleau, not one 
seemed aware of the -threatening danger. Was 
it true that, in their eagerness to procure the ab- 
dication of Napoleon, and to relieve France 
and Europe from the evils of a protracted war, 
every contingent danger was overlooked ; or, in 
the hour of triumph, and the delirium of victory, 
did they foolishly despise their fallen enemy* > 

* Lord Castlereagh, in a state paper presented to the house 
of commons, throws some light on the transaction. He says 
that the motives for acceleratihg the immediate conclusion of the. 
treaty were * the inconvenience, if not the danger of Napoleon's 
xemainiog. at Fontainebleau surrounded by troops who stilly 
m a considerable degree, remained faithful to him ; the ap- 
prehension of intrigues in the anny and in the capital; and 
the importance attached, by a considerable portion of the 
^fficers^ to some arrangement favourable to their chief, in 
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It 10 tqxMlty ttx^uge, thst when this isimfid wiB 
allotted to him as his abode^ bo provision was 
jMide.to dooflne him there. It was not only the 
dutj, but the right of the allies to nse every pre^ 
Caution ; Bor eouhi Naj^oleon have complained of 
mmt conduct with the least shadow of propriety. 
Such a iotnfdaint wonld have been an avowal of 
dymfipoidted views, aiid bad feith« Without one 
act of disrespect or discourtesy, such measures 
Bfi^^ht hate been a^pted to ensure his c<»tinu- 
ance in die retreat which he had clK)sen, as be 
could neither resist nw evade^ 

What have they to answer for, whose negli- 
gc^ice, or wJbose treachery permitted the destroyer 

ftatisfiwtkm of their pentonal honour before they left him/ 
Lord Caitlereagh stated hit oljeetionB to the treaty, but Tallqr* 
rand replied, that « he considered it, on the part of the pro* 
visional government, as an object of the first importance to 
avoid any thing that might assume the character of a civil 
war even for the shortest time ; — ^that he also found some such 
meAsore essential to make the army pass over in a temper to 
be made use of.' The other plenipotentiaries coinciding 
with this, Lord Castlereagh withdrew his opposition, but de- 
clined on the part of his government being more than an tc^ 
ceding party to the treaty. 

He adds, * I should have wished to substitute another posi- 
iMOy in lieu of Elba, foi- the seat of Napoleon*s retirement'; 
but none, hating the quality of security, on whieh he insisted; 
seemed disposable, to which equal objection^ did not occur ;*' 
and I did not feel that I could encourage the alternative which 
M. de Caulincourt assured me Buonaparte repeatedly men- 
tioned, namely, an asylum in England.' 
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72 LBTTEE OF FOUCHB 

to escape, and again wantonly lavish* the blood of 
his fellow-creatures ? 

Fouche, though no party to the treaty of Fon- 
taineUeau, and perhaps secretly friendly to the 
cause of his old master, foresaw the evils wlack 
menaced his country, and, in a correspondence 
which does him infinite honour, faithfully stated 
them, to Buonaparte and to the French govem- 
.ment. 

The following letter was despatched to Napo- 
leon^ and a copy of it candidly transmitted to 
Monsieur, with a frank a\^wal of the feelings of 
the writer. 

April 2Sd, 1814 
Sire, 

When France and a part of Europe were at 
your feet, I dared to make you constantly hear 
the truth. Now that you are unfortunate, I ex- 
perience more dread of wounding your feelings 
by speaking the language of sincerity ; but I owe 
it to you, since it will prove useful, and even ne- 
cessary to you. 

You have accepted as a retreat the island of 
Elba and its sovereignty. I lend a very attentive 
ear to all that is said respecting that sovereignty 
and that island, and I think it my duty to assure 
you, that the situation of that island in Europe 
does not become vour own ; and the title of sove- 
reign of a few acres of land still less becomes him 
who possessed an immense empire. 
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I beseech you to weigh these two considerations, 
and you will feel hotv well they are founded. 
. The island of Elba lies at a short distance from 
Africa, Greece, add Spain. It almost touches the 
coasts of Italy and France. From that island the 
sea, the winds, and a small felucca may rapidly 
convey you to every country exposed to move- 
ments,di6sensions, and revolutions. Asyet,Bjkability 
exists iiowhere. In this mutability of nations a 
genius like yours will always create inquietude 
and suspicion among the European powers. With- 
out being criminal, you will be accused. Wi^h- 
out being criminal, you will do harm ; for fear 
is a great evil both to governments and nations. 

The king who is about to reign in France will 
wish to reign by jiwtice; but you know hownmny 
passions surround a throne, and with what skiH 
hatred imparts to calumny the colours, of truth. 

The titles which you preserve, while recalling 
at every moment what you have lost, can only 
serve to increase; the .bitterness of your regrets. 
They will not appear a wreck, but a vain repre^- 
sentation of iao/many vanished grandeurs. I say 
more. * Without honouring you, they will expose 
you to'greatei* dangers.: < It .will be said that you 
onl3^ keep these titles, because you maintain all 
your pretensicQis. .It will be:said that the rock erf 
Elba is the resting point, where you intend io 
place the lever with: which you will seek once 
more to raise the world. i, \- 
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Allow me to tdl yoa my whole tfaoogrhte. They 
are the result of mature reflection* It wmtld be 
more glorious, and more consolatory for you to 
lire as a simple citizen ; and, at pres^it, the safsat 
and the most becoming asylum for a man like you 
iSi the United States of America^ 

There you will recommence your existence in 
the midst of a people still new, and who will know 
how to admire without faring your genius. Is 
the country of Franklin, Washington, and Jefier* 
son, you will be under the protection of those laws 
equally impartial and inriolable Ant all that breattie. 
You will prove to the Americaas that if y<»i had 
been born among them, you would have felf, 
thought, and acted like them, and preferred their 
ndrtnes and their liberties to all the domination of 
Ikeearth. 

I have the honom* to be &e. 

(Signed) the Duke of Otranto. 

The above was ^iclosed in the followii^ note 
lo Monsieur : 

April 28, 1814. 

MONSEIGITEUR, 

I have attempted to render a last service to 
the Emperor Napoleon, whose minister I have 
been during ten years. I think it proper to com- 
municate to your Royal Highness the letter which 
I have written to bin* His^ interests cannot be 
an indifferent object to me, since they have moved 
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the gen«r(ni8 compafision of the plowers who hare 
conquered faim. But the greatest of all interests 
tor France and for £urope^ and that to which 
every thing should be sacrificed, is the repose 6f 
aatioDS and of monarchs irfierso many agitations 
and calamities : and that repose, eren if it sbonM 
be established cm a solid basis, would never foe 
sufficiently secured, would never be truly enjoyed 
so long as the Bmp^or Napoleon shouM stay in 
the island of Elba. Napoleon, on that roek, would 
be to Italy, to France, and to all Biirope, whbt 
Vesuvius is by the side of Naples. I only seeifae 
new world in which he can produce no convuf*- 
sions. 

I have the honour to be, ke: 

The number of thecoui^)«rators^i^ual}y in^ 
ci*eased, and as all could not be personally knoWti 
to each other, it wbb thought adviseable to ad^t 
some sign by whi^h the initiated mi^bt^ m^g* 
nised, and their chief demoted. The t'^i^ was 
cho$!en as their secret symbol, probably ih^^usi<Ml 
to the season of the yestr in which th^ expected 
that the grand denouement would* take plac^. 
Rings of a violet colour now beeame fashionable. 
The ladies were dressed* in violet-tolourefd sHks^ 
and wore sttificial violets fin their bc^ittiets; and 
the men had violet-coloured watch ribbands. 

When a consj[)irator met a Frendiman whom 
he wished to soimd, h6 asked him with appar^t 
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indifference '' Are you fond of TioletsT If the 
answer iwas dimplj " Yes*^, it was inferred that he 
did not belong to their party. Bnt if he replied 
*^ Ah !'' with some token of recognition, he was 
acknowledged as a brother already, initiated into 
the secrets of the conspiracy, and the sentence was 
CQnapieted, ** It will appear again in the qwring/' 

It was soon afterwards remarked that mtoy 
officers were accustomed, at their messes, and 
even in mixed company, to give as a toast ^^ The 
violet which will re-appear in the spring." This 
wtMi readily drunk without sus}>icion, and supposed 
to contain some allusion to gallantry, and not to 
treason. 

Soult was now most imprudently appointed 
minister of war. It has been confidently affirmed 
&at he had been already initiated ; and many of 
his actions render it too probable that he was a 
fiiend tp the conspiracy. That he was personally 
attached to Buonaparte cannot be doubted, for 
the sanguinary battle of Toulouse was fought by 
him, with the vain hope of being serviceable to 
his master, thr^e days after he had been officially 
informed of his abdication. 

One would fain hope that he could not be so 
base as to take the oath, of allegiance to Lewis, 
and accept an important, and honourable, and 
confidential office in bis ministry, while he se- 
cretly meditated the blackest treason. Future 
times will decide on his conduct ; but it is upde- 
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Biable that erery thing was done by him which 
the most sanguine friends of Na^ioleon could 
wish. The troops which were most attached to 
the royal cause were removed to a distance, and 
all who were known to cherish a latent attaeh- 
ment to the Coi*sican, were brought from the 
Rhine and the Garonne, and quartered on the 
route which he must necessarily pursue. 

On the 15th of January the journals stated that 
Napoleon had renounced all his ambitious pro- 
jects, and, as the most convincing proof pf this 
which he could give to France and the world, hs^d 
di&onissed his old and favourite guard. Three 
hutadred of them landed at Frejus. But they 
were not soldiers whom he had disbanded through 
inability to retain them in his service, or from a 
sincere renunciation of his former views; they 
were so many spies, who were instructed to 
proceed to the different regiments, and there 
endeavour to seduce the troops, to sow the 
seeds of insubordination and rebellion^ .and jto 
prepare the way for Napoleon's speedy retu^i. 
The event proved that they were too suc^ssfol 
in their fatal mission. 

It had long been known that there werQ accre- 
dited agents from Buonaparte in almost eyefy 
regiment » of the line. The Briti^ ^vernnient 
had been confidentially informed of the fa9t. 
The very time of the explosion was predicted. 
The proclamation of Buonaparte Jo his soldl^ 
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WBM gtyeikf and Ihe actual cipber in wbich he 
ocMrrespcNEided^* It is lor the mtnistry to account^ 
why the info? mer waa treated with studied c^I- 
ness ; why the ci^er was contemptuoiisly atytedt 
a emiimdnim, and not one precaution adopted. 



* The reader is bere .presented with the tctuo}. :ciphi^ of 
Buooaparte, not only as an object of cootdderable curiosity ^ but 
of very great ingenuity. It is superior to any which has been 
yet given,to the public, and would baffle the skill of the most ex- 
perienced deciphers. 
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THB COVBPIBAGY. TJT 

Frequent oommunicatioos were received by the 
British governmerit from Sir Neil CwnpbelL He 
unequivocally stated his opinion that some plot 
waa in agitation. He made frequent visits to 4hc 
c^mtinent to watch the intriguer of N a ^^ ole on; 
and he did not fitil to report what appeared to 

, „ ■■■ Hi i* > < U, 

A Proclamation, in Cipher, from BwtiMpt^e to ike F)reneh 
Arm^y a copy of which wa$ in the hands ttfome ormonftef* 
eons, in ahnott every Regiment intf^ Service. 

Veyiftvib^}meptpeihinwict^^ 
Achwhrdpkdabkfkutzim^punggwymgftgq 
FfdesTeuwxqfkzxbeliqofmyMiqaDgopoUa 
PmmlampabJarwccqzuanruYzskqdknh 
Hihjdghtbaihrdfqktigtxyn^wgrhilwtoy 
Pberaepibgairfygkpzaiinnrleipdgacrkff 
mwz&rgpecb 

The same deciphered by means of the Table and Key. 

FTan9ais j voire pays etait trabi, votre Empereur seul peut 
VOI18 remettre dans la position splendide que conyient a la France. 
Donnez toute votr^ coDfiance a oelui qui tous ajKoujours eooduh. 
a la gloire. 

Ses aigles pkneront encore en Pair, et etonneront les nations. 

The key (which, it will be seen, may be changed at plefeisure) 
was in tlus instance. La France et ma famiUe. (France and my 
family.) 

It is thus used — 

L; being the first letter of the key, refer to that leHer in the 
first column ctf the cipher in capitals ; then I&ok for the letter/, 
which is the first letter of the proclamation, and that letter which 
corresponds with/, being placed underneath it, viz. n, is that 
which is to be noted down. To decipher the proclamation,^ the 
order of reference must of course be inverted, by ledbing for 
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him deserving of notice. Would it have been 
difficult to have stationed a few frigates round the 
the island, and have rendered it impossible for 
Napoleon to escape with sufficient force to cover 
his landing ; and even to have rendered his per- 
sonal escape impossible ? Would there have been 
any impropriety or indelicacy in adopting these 
measures of precaution? Except, a satisfactory 
reason be asssigned for the omission of these 
measures, posterity will attribute much of the 
waste of blood and treasure, which the new revo- 
lution occasioned, to the strange and aljoapst cri- 
minal supineness of ministers. 

If some blame i^ to be attributed to the British 
government, the conduct of the French cabinet 
evinced a blind security bordering on insanity. 
In the month of November a stranger waite;d on 
one of the ministers, and offered to communicate 
important state discoveries. It was agreed th^t 
he should receive a certain sum (6000/.) He then 
made a full disclosure of the whole conspiracy to 
effect the escape of Buonaparte from Elba, and to 

r I —^i^— H I I I I I ■ 

the corresponding letter to n, in the divisicm opposite that letter 
Ly which stands in the column. . . 

Translation. 

Frenchmen! your country was betrayed ; your Emperor alone 
can replace you in the splendid state suitable for Franoe. Give 
your entire confidence to him who lias always^ led you to glory, . 

His eagles will again soar on high, and strike ihe aatioOsiwith. 
astonishmapit. 
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erect his standard in France. The minister, in- 
stead of consulting with his colleagues, and adopt- 
ing those precautions which prudence dictated, 
communicated the secret to one of the agents of 
the police. He was a Buonapartist and a con- 
spirator, and he so adroitly jtnanaged the business, 
that nothing criminal appeared against his ac- 
complices, and the informer was branded as an 
impostor. . > 

It is likewise a curiotis fact, which posterity 
will scarcely believe^ that there were found in the 
bureau of the Abb^ Montesquiou, the minister 
of the home department, se¥eral successive com- 
munications from theComte de Bouthilliers, Pre- 
fect of the department of Var, unopened. Some 
pf them were d^ted si;s: weeks before, and informed 
him that, from the frequent departure ofsuspected 
persons to and from Elba, the Preffc^, had re^goii 
ito believe that a treasonable plot was carrying on. 
Later communications detaile<^ ,the whole plai^ 
with the names of the partisaqs ^ngag^d to a$sis| 
in it, and requested instructions how to proceed^ 
and an armed force to arrest the traitors on their 
first landing. It is needless to say, that had it not 
been for this unparalleled and alnaostinconceivable 
neglect, the plot might liave been completely 
counteracted, the conspirators consigned to the 
punishment which they merited, and the blood of 
France and of Europe saved. 

VOL. I. a 
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CHAPTER III. 



The Embarkation of Buonaparte. — Dangers of hii 
voyage. — Landing at Frejur.^^Progren to Gre- 
nohk.'-^His ProclamatioM:-^Treason of Labe- 
doy^.-^Nobte Conduct of General Marchand. 
—Entry of Napoleon mto CrrenoNe. 

'CiRctJMSTAKCBs hastened the grand catastrophe 
befere the conspirators were fully prepared. The 
congress at Vienna drew to a close, and it was weH 
known that the statesikien #ho presided there, 
either sensible of their folly ip, allotting the island 
of Elba as the residence of a person so dangerous, 
or informed of the designs which he meditated, 
had determined to remove him to a situation more 
secure to Europe, and fatal to all his hopes. This, 
undoubtedly, would have been a direct violation 
of the treaty which they had concluded with him, 
and nothing but the clearest proof of his treachery 
could have justified such a proceeding. If the 
Allies were in possession of these proofs, whence 
arose the infatuated nej^lect of every precaution ? 
He had no time to lose, and did he not immediately 
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escape as an adventaref, he would probably, in a 
few days, haye been carried away as a prisoner. 

He bad purchased some small feluccas at Genoa, 
some amflnunition at Naples, and a few arms at 
Algiers. On February 25th he preiiifed at a fete 
which he gaye to his Lilipntian court, and was 
unusualiy cheerful and affable. Oa the succeed- 
ing* day he reviewed his little army, aad mt their 
dismissal, ^ordered them to prepare £w immediate 
•enrice, and to assemble^n the asiiue parade at six 
o'clock in the etening. ^ 

At that boar lie auddeniy^ appeared raiicmg then, 
f(Nm^ them i«to a hollow square, and placuig 
^uniself in their centre, usfolded to them his pur- 
poMs and i^ews. lie rqpvesented to ihem^ in that 
military and popiriareloqiienoe by which he was so 
pecuyai4y characterized, and to whic)i he owed 
w mueh of kis feniier influence over the minds 
^f his foUow^s, that fortune mom afforded them 
an opportuoityto prove tibemselves worthy of that 
estimation in whidi lie had always £^ld <iiem ;«- 
that it ImmI Jbeen Ae^oonsolation and delight of his 
^retivesBent to form them tothe<liscipliiiie and noble 
daring^ soldiers ;-^that the time was tat hand 
in which they might shew that his labours were 
not lost, '-r'tbat France, Bdgium, and Italy, inyited 
him to resune the imperial <^own, and that he 
hsAia$iy to effect his landing and 'dii^Jay his 
atatMlaiHil,and the whole military <^ France would 
obey 'his su«im<»is, and rally round their 

G 2 
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Emperor;*— that he had been compelled to abdicate 
the sovereignty, not by the will of the French, but 
by an> overwhelming foreign force, which un- 
toward circumstanced had formed into a coalition, 
and to which coalition the calamities of trance 
had given a temporary success j — ^that that coa- 
lition had been dissolved by the divisions, the 
jealousies, and the harrow and personal views of 
its members ; — ^that Italy was deceived, Germany 
sacrificed, Poland enslaved. Saxony extinguished, 
and Russia, Prussia, and England, the dividers of 
the spoil ; — ^that France had now recovered ,the 
three hundred thousand men, whom the cruelty 
of the season had rendered prisoners to Russia; — 
that, persecuted by the Bourbon government, 
they now wandered destitute through France, and 
that their well-known attachment to his person 
.was rewarded with insult and beggary. " And 
" will not these men,'^ he continued, " return to 
" the general who remembers them as ardently as 
" he is remembered by them ? 

" Fellow-soldiers! comrades in glory and in 
" arms ! for such you are about to become, judge 
^' of them as you would judge of yourselves ; 
" and answer me from your own feelings, whe- 
" ther my brave soldiers will pass over to my 
** eneiiiy and theirs, or whether, again seeing my 
" standard shining in the sun, and iny imperial 
" eagle again elevated to its own skies, they will 
" reseek their standard, their eagle, and their ge- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF BUONAPABTE. 85 

** neral, and again conduct them to the throne 

" which belongs to them. What are the Bour- 

** bons to them or us ? Who is it in France, still 

** in the vigour of his life, who remembers them, 

'Vor knows aiiy thing of them, but their name, 

^^ their, mad extravagancies, and their contempt- 

" ible debaucheries ? In the course of three hun- 

" dred years did they add an acre to the French 

"territory, or an unit to the lasting glory of the 

" Fi-ench name ? Are these kings for the French ? 

" No, comrades ; — ^the age and the people de* 

*' mand another kind of leaders. What say you, 

" soldiers ; are you prepared to follow me, and 

** to partake my fortune, my glory, and, if there 

" be any, my perils and labours V 

This harangue was answered by the most en- 
thusiastic acclamations; and Napoleoi), placing 
himself at their head, conducted them at once to 
the place of embarkation. 

His whole force comprehended seven hundred 
men of his old guard, three hundred Corsicans, and 
one hundred and forty Poles : and his fleet con- 
sisted of a brig (L'Inconstant) mounting twenty- 
six guns, and six small transports. With this 
handful of men he invaded a kingdom contain- 
ing a population of twenty-six millions of souls. 
Was an expedition, apparently so romantic, the 
result of deep deliberation and prudent foresight, 
or did it evince desperation, and a species of in- 
sanity? 
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Hifit partisans had been actiye, but it has al- 
ready been stated that they were few. Camot de- 
clared that he had held no communication with 
£lba^ nor was he aware that any had been held, 
Labedoy^re affirmed, that ** he had no sort of in- 
** tercourse with the isle of Elba ;— ^that he had 
^^ n^Ter been present at any meeting in which the 
♦* recsdl 6f Buonaparte had been agitated ; — ^that 
*^ he had often heard yague suggestions, and some 
*' eKpresBions of discontent, but he knew nothing 
*' of any determined plan.*' In fact, Napoleon 
took advantage of the discontents which he knew 
pi'evailed, attd which his agents had much con- 
tributed to foment ; and he dethroned the king, 
as he had overturned the directory, by headiujg a 
conspiracy ready formed, and that would have 
broken out without him« No other person but 
himself could have successfully pursued the plan 
which he adopted ;r— no other person could have 
traversed the whole of France without opposi* 
tion ; but he reckoned on the ascendancy of his 
name over the army, and the terror with which it 
inspired the peaceable citizens: be calculated on 
Ae stupor which great novelty produces, and that 
peiplexity and confusion w^ich s^ize the mind, 
when suddefily Mnick by some bold and unex-e 
pected enterpriBc, The eve^t shewed that he caK 
eclated rightly, 

At eight o'clock the little army was eml;^rke4, 
The firing of a cannon gave the signal of de^ 
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parture ; and they sailed from the harboi;r, enthusi- 
astically shouting " Paris or death V* The night 
vas clear and beautiful, the wind favourable, and 
fortune seemed to smile on the enterprise. Sir 
Neil Campbell was in Italy ; no cruiser appeared 
in fug^t ; and, before the dawn, they hoped to 
double the island of Capraia, and to be com- 
pletely out of danger from the vessels which were 
known to be cruising off that station. But the 
vrind, which at first wafted them gaily on, gra- 
dually died away. At day-break they had made 
only six leagues^ progress, and were yet between 
Capraia and Elba. To add to their vexation^ 
9ome vessels were seen in the offing, of sufficient 
force to annihilate their diminutive fleet. 

The danger was imminent. The captain and 
the greater part of the crew advised and urged 
aret^irn to Porto Ferrajo. But Napoleon was 
resf^lute. ^' He had set his life upon a cast, and 
" Jjie would stand the die.'* He expressed his 
dete^inatioQ, if overtaken by the cruisers, which 
consisted of two French frigates and a brig, first 
to declare himself, and try the influence of his 
name. He doubted not that they would imme- 
diately hail hira with acclamations, and hoist the 
tri-coloured flag. Should they prorve faithful tQ 
the oath which they had taken jto J^ewis, he would 
rely on the tried courage of his veteran gu^rdand 
^nd attempt to e«r^ them by boarding. They 
did ^(4 however appear to observe ^im. 
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Buonaparte had long and successfully mail-^ 
ceuvred to lull all suspicion, which the appearance 
of his li£tle fleet might occasion. He often weni 
on board the English ships of war. He made 
frequent excursions to the neighbouring islands. 
His own brig, and another which he bought, had 
sailed to Geoda and L^horn. The English and 
French cruisers were thus accustomed to meet 
his flag, and therefore paid no attention to it at 
present. 

Towards noon the wind freshened a little, and 
at four in the afternoon they were off Leghorn. 
One of the frigates was now about five leagues to 
the leeward, and the other was on the coast of 
Corsica : but a ship of war was coming up before 
the wind to meet the brig. It seemed of nearly 
equal force. A consultaticm was held ; and it was 
resolved, first to attempt to deceive the cruiser, 
and should that fail, immediately to board her. 
The soldiers were concealed between the decks, 
and the two vessels ran along-side of each other. 

The cruiser proved to be 'the Zephyr, Captain 
Andrieur, a man of known talents and tried patri- 
otism. Taillade, a lieutenant of the Inconstant, 
was personally known to him, and undertook to 
carry on the conference. Assuming a careless 
.tone he hailed the Zephyr, and demanded whither 
she was bound. It was answered *' To Lrtoriia.*' 
Andrieux then inquired in his tufrti whither the 
Inconstant was proceeding. Taillade replied with- 
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out hesitation, ** T^o Genoa/' and offered to under- 
take any commission which Captain Andrieux 
might have to execnte. At the same time, he in- 
Yited him bn^boafd ^e inconstant to spend a few" 
hours with an oldm'essmate. Andrieux was com- 
pretely imposed upon, and thanking the lieute- 
nant for his civility, and 'excusing liimself on ac- 
comit of want of time, sailed on, and the two brigs 
were soon out of sight of each other. 

During the night of the 27th the wind con- 
tinued to fireshen, and at day-break oh the 28th, a 
seventy-foiiir gun ship was seen at a distance of 
four lesrgues'niaking for St. Florent, or Sardinia. 
It either did not perceive, or did not think it 
necessary to hail the little flotilla. 

' At seven in the morning 6f the 28th, they dis- 
covered the coast of Noli i at noon, Antibes was 
in sight, and at three^ o'clodc in the morning of 
tile lut of March, they entei^d&e gulf of Juan, 
at a short distance from Flpejus in the department 
ofV&r. 

Previous to the disembai^kation, Buonaparte 
mastered ^ his troops ' on deck; and ordering them 
to throw the^ c«db^de of Elba into the sea^ pre^ 
seated them w£tl^^i^l^ ' fiatimial colours; They 
were received «mfd the shouts of *' The Emperor 
foip ever.*' , * 

^ A cai^tliin' of the guard with twenty^five m«D 
Wast ^Kiembarked^ t6 take possessicm of a small 
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battery whicb might haVe annoyed the laadiiig of 
the troops. It was fonuvi completely unoccupied. 
Did thi9 argue the ixmt criminal negligence in 
the prefect, considering the int|glligence which he 
had received and forwarded to Paris ;**H>r was he 
offended at the obstinate silence of the minister ;~- 
or did he conplud^ from that silence, that he h^d 
been imposed upon, that his information was.£ilae» 
and not deemed worthy of. notice ? 

In the afternoon Boonsqparte disembarked the 
whole of his troops, and, ^u^ he again set foot 
on the French territory, ei^claimed with eiiulta- 
tion, " There is an end of the Congress/' 

An office with twenty-five men was now de- 
spatched to Antibei9 tp invite General CorMn the 
Governor of the place, to join Napol^n ; and this 
invitefioB was accompajaied by the wofrf; s^djyMTing 
Oiffei^. ButtheccMnmandant, £uthfultoboiH>urand 
to his kii^, rejected the overtpre with (conten^^, 
imprisoBied the officer and his mens and h^sten^d to 
prepare the most vigorous defence. This .^i^i^ 
at the very outset of Mis exp^ifi^n chi^grip^^nd 
t^rified tfa« invuder. He cowM noA ^mm4 tm 

Another #li<eer iKM^iaon d<«|>fitohed itOiregplArly 
summon tbe pla^ in the wwe of tbie SnupeKor* 
He was arrested and thrown into prison. .AthtDi 
eimissairy pvfjsentedJbiniself t9 ii^laimtbepqwoom^, 
tM4 tfi cQmm«Ni>4SiM«eQ»} Corsini awkr tlM^i«»fit 
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dreadful direato of military punidiiiiefit, to wpmi 
to the gulf of Juan with the civil authoritiesi 
He, likewise/was detained. 

Irresolute what plan to pursue, Napoleon hi* 
Touacked on the sea-side in a rineyard surfounded 
by olive-trees ; but relBecting on the consequences 
of this repulse, and the necessity of proceeding 
before the news of it had spread through the 
country and encouraged others to follow the 
noble example of Corsin, he conmienced his 
march at one o'clock in the morning, m^ leaving ^ 
Antibes unmolested, proceeded to Cannes. 

His uMxpected appearance produced a senti* 
ment of mingled astonishment, fear, and joy. The 
recollections attached to that name, which the 
most romantic enterprises, the most heroic ex- 
ploits, sarvices the most signal, and establishmenti 
Hie mort useful, vices unparalleled, and actions 
unspeakably atrocioos had contributed to render 
M cetebrated ^-r^il ^ese recollections, in which 
horror was mingled with admiration, and hope 
with teiror, produced at Cannes, and in the whole 
of tbe<!Ountry whichhetraversed, ascene of magical 
illasion easier to comprehend than to describe. 
It resembled the effect of a sudden and ^ange ap* 
pwitioB iOn a crdwd of unreflecting gazers. Every 
ratidnal faculty is momentarily suspended, and the 
mind is ready to receive any strong or dangerous 
impression^ any new and inexplicable direction 
which chance, or folly, or design, may give. Al- 
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ready discontented' with the measures of govern' 
ment, and dreading the re-establishment of those 
feudal rightSywhich the publications of some anti- 
constitutionalists had lately imprudently advo- 
cated, the unexpected appearance of Buonaparte, 
produced the most fatal eflfects*. 

Continuing his progress to Grasse, he found the 
town deserted. A report had been spread that a 
troop of corsairs had landed and were ravaging 
the country, but the fears of the populace dissi- 
« pated.as soon as they had learned the truth. The 
Mayor was required to furnish rations for the fol- 
lowers of Napoleon. He nobly replied that he ac-- 
knowledged no authority but that of Lewis XVIIL 
The inhabitants however returning in crowds, 
opened their shops and were easily induced to sup- 
ply the wants of tlie soldiers. He left here the six 
pieces of cannon which he had brought from Elba, 
finding that they incommoded and retarded his 
march. He here endeavoured to circulate the pro- 
clamations that had been prepared at Elba ; but the 
printer refused to print them, and Napoleon did 

* The legitimate goverament which subttsted in France wa» 
only attacked by a handful of men, and this handful of men 
could never have overturned th^ throne, without the indifference 
of at least a great part of the nation. Some expected with satis- 
faction and others with sorrow and regret the issue of the revolo- 
tion which was prepared. 

The Prusitan Minister's Confidential Memoir, presented to the 
French Ministers, relative to the Treaty of Peace of November 
«0, 1815. 
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not deem it prudent, ner bad he time to resort to 
force to accomplish, bis purpose. / 

At four o'clock in the afternoon he atrived at 
the Tillage of Cir^on, having travelled twenty 
leagues in the. first day; : On March 3d he 
slept at Bareme, and on the 4th at Digbe. ^ . 

The news of the landing of Buonaparte waft 
known at Marseilles on the same day'; and if a 
body of troops had been immediately despatched, 
his progress might have been intercepted. The 
national guards and many volunteers were eager 
to march, but Massena, who commanded the gar- 
rison of Marseilles, could not be induced to take 
any decisive steps. On the third day, however, 
when the inv^er had penetralted eighty miles into 
the country, one regiment was sent in pursuit. 

At Digne as at Cannes, the peasants flocked 
from every quarter, and manifested th^ir senti- 
ments with an energy that no longer left any doubt 
of the real feeling of this class of the population. 
The fear of losing the emigfrant property which 
they had purchased at one-third of its value, and 
of again becoming subject to their feudal masters, 
had alienated the afiSections of the peassmts from 
their legitimate and virtuous soverfeigti. 

Leaving the main body of his troops behind, 
who were unable to keep pace with the rapidity 
of his march, he proceeded with only ten horse- 
men and forty grenadiers, and on the 5th arrived 
at Gap. 
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Here he imied his first prodamittkms, thou* 
sands of which were qwckly dispened through 
the country. Those to the soldiers and tiie na- 
tion, though full of tibe i^rossest falsehoods, are 
{Mreserved as historical documents, and as speci- 
mens of the peculiar kind of eloquence mik which 
bt always so sucoessfully addressed the trocq^ and 
dieps^ace. 

JNapoleon by ^e Grace of God, and the Constitu- 
tions of die Empire, Emperor of the French, 

tee. &c.&€« 

To TH£ Army. 

Soldiers ! We were not conquered : two men 

riseii from our rattks betrayed our laurels, their 

countiy, their prince, their beuefactor. 

Those whom during twenty-five years we liave 

wen traversing all Europe to raise up enemies 

.against us ; who have passed their lives in fighting 

^a|2;awst us, in the ranks of foreign armies, ^^ad m 

curtung'OurfiBie France, doAl they pretendrto^x>yn- 

mand aad control our eagles, on which they have 

not dared ever to \wk} Shall we endure th^t Ab^ 

sbouid iafaerit the fruito o£pw glorious Jabours ^ 

ibaA tbey should clotbe jdeiemaalves with our 

honours and our goods ; — that they chouJdcaluia- 

niate our glory ? If their reign should continue, 

all would be lost, evei^ the memoiy of those im- 

49iorlal days. With what fory do th^ perviert 

their very nature ! Th^ «eek to poison what the 

world admires ; and if there still remain any de- 
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fenders of otir ^lofy^ it iii among those very ene- 
mies whom we have fought on ihe field of battk. 

Soldiers ! in my exile I heard your voice. I 
have arrived through all obstacles and all perils. 
Your General, called to the throne by the choice 
of the people, and educated under your banners, 
is restored to yon. Come and join him. 

Tear down those colours which the nation has 
proscribed, and which for twehty-ftte years setved 
ab a rallying signal to all thfe t^emies of France. 
Mount the tri-coloured cockiide. Yob bore it in 
the days of our greatness. 

We must now forget tliat ^e hive been masters 
of nations ; but we must not suffer any to inter- 
meddle in our affairs. 

Who shall presume to be master over us? 
Who would have the power ? Recover those eagles 
Which you had at Dim, at Austerlitz, at Jena, al; 
lEylau, at Friedland, at Tiidela, at Eckmuhl, at 
Essling, at Wagram, at Smolensko, at Moscow, 
at Lutzen, at Wurken, at MontmiraiL Do you 
think that the handful of Frenchmen who are now 
so arrogant, will endure to took on them } They 
shall return whence they came, and there if they 
please they shall reign, as they pretend to have 
reigned, during nineteeli years. Your possessions, 
your rank, your glory, the possessions, the rank, 
the glory of your children, have no greater enemies 
than those Princes m bom foreigners have imposed 
on us. They are the enemies of our glory, because 
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the recital o(no mmj tierpic .acfioiMi) wliich have 
glwified the peopjp of Fr^ce £gbtipg agaiDit 
them, to withdraw thempelyes firoqi their yoke^ is 
their condemnation. ; * 

The veterans of the.arip^C3 of iht Sambre and 
the Meuse, of the Rhine, of Italy, of ^ypt, of the 
West and of the Grand army, are all humilfated ; 
their honourable wou9ds are disgraced; their suc- 
cesses were their crimes. . . ; ^ 

Honpurs, rewards^ affefitipn, are giv^i to 
those, whq. have served ^ against the countiy 
and us. 

Soldiers! come and rapge yoursdves ui^cr 
the standards of your chief. His existence is 
only composed of yours. His rights are only 
those^of the people and yours. His interest, .his 
honour, his glory, are no other than your in- 
terest, yqur ^nour, and your glory. Victory 
shall march at the charge-step. The pagle, with 
the n^onal colours, shall fly from steeple to 
steeple, even to the towers of Notre Dame. TKen 
you will be able to shew your scars with honouf 
Then you will be able to glory in what yoii have 
done. You willbe the deliverers of your country. 
In your old age, surrounded and esteemed by 
your fellow-citizens, they will hear you with 
respect while you recount your high deeds. You 
will be able to say with pride : — " And I, too^ 
'* was part of that grand army, which entered twic« 
" the walls of Viemia, those of Rome, of Berlin, 
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of M^dnd, of Moscow ; and - which delirered 
Pari# from the feul blot which: treason and the 
piTeseBce of the enemy imprinted on it/ 

Honoured be those brave soldiers, the glory 
of tb^r country; and etern^ shame on those 
guilty Fi^nchmen, in wk^ever rank fortune 
oi^used them to be bom, who* fought for twenty- 
five years with the foreigner, to tear tiie bosom 
of their country. 

By the Emperor, . (Signed) Napoleon. 
The Grand Marshal performing the functions of 
Major-General of the grand army. Bsrtrand. 
The following procbifoation was addressed to 
the people. 

*To THE French People. 
Frenchmen ! — The defection of the Duke of 
Castiglionedeliyered up Lycuis, without defence, 
to our enemies. The army of which I confided to 
him the oouunand, was, by the number of its bat- 
ti^ions, and the bravery and patriotism of the troops 
which composed it, fuUy able to beat the Austrian 
corpsopposed to it, and to get into the rear of the left 
wing of ti>e enemy's army, which threatened Paris. 
The victories of Champ-Aubert, of Montn^i- 
r^, of Chateau-Thierry, of Vauchamp, of Mor- 
man% of Montereau, of Craone, of Rheims, of 
Arcy-sur-Aube, and of St. Dizier ; the rising of 
die brave peasants of Lorraine, of Champagne, of 
Alsace, of Franche Comte, and of BQurgpin,.and. 
the position which I bad taken on the rear of the . 
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enemy'ft army, by 8q»acatiB^ it fix^n. il»' m^S'* 
zines4 from ks^ parks of.rftsaEvre, fromiti coiiToy* 
and all its equipagm, hafi: piqued it iaa'deqperite* 
sitaatioik The Fi^ach were never *oii tbdpoi^ ol^ 
heingmore powerful^ and tlieflowerilftl» eora^yV 
army was loit withoot resourae* It imnld^iai^ 
found its grav^ in those ^ast countriesK whkk^i# 
bad mercilessly ravaged, when the tiieasoB of tte 
Duke of Ragusa gave up the capital^ vasA cNsoik 
ganized the army. The unexpecte4' cooifcict of 
these two.Generals, who betrayed ai once tbei^ 
country, tbeir. Prince, and their b^nelsbtcnr^' 
changed: the destiny of the wan. The disa^ous 
situation of the enemy was such, that attiK^cdn- 
elusion of the a^lair which took place before Paris, 
it was wiliKmt ammfunition, on account of its 
separation from its. parks of reservci 

Uadfa*! these new and important ciroam* 
stances my beart was rent, but my smI remained 
uqi^aken. I consulted xmly the interest ^'<iie 
country. Lexiled myself on a rock< in the middle 
of the se«u My life, was and ought to be «^tl^ 
useful to yon* I did not pwmit the greater ^mxti^ 
b6it of citizens; who wishedto accompany me; 16 
pjtrtdkemy.lot. I thought their presence in^ftil^ 
to France ; and I^took with m<e only a haiidfttl'i)f^ 
lMpai«e»en,nee«»ry for my guard. ^ \- "* 

Raiatd te Ae throne by your choice, jfll^^ttSMf 
baa been done without you is illegitimate: l^or 
twenty.five years France has had new interests, 
new institutions, and iiew glory, which could only ^ 
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bb J WP Hie d' bjt anutttbtel goirenimeii<, ind by a 
d y nai rty cnated under thoK new ^fvctanstattcels. 
ArPirinm #Ai> 8k6uld rsigit ovtxf yoti^; who sbould 
Ito MBid4 on my tfiMBe^ by the piy^er of these 
iMf^r^affiiiai? wliieb tmmgiA oat ^rrktry, woidd m 
Hm aibtunpt to sofipwtt iritBBelf with* the piiw»^ 
pies of feudal, hw: Htf wtonfd' not be aft^ to re^ 
eover tbil heiianr audi Ikse rightly of nmvtf than a 
iMmM nBBibtt* df mdmdbalv, eueariesof the peo^ 
pie, iwhKM^ fer iwemty^Svc^ yearre^ halfe: ooikleHmcId 
tlmoa u'all Our nsiiio&id' sissemUtes; Yoo^r tritn- 
i|ttiililgr •* ^OBde, aM ybtir cMwqMike aDroatd, 
would be lost fop eft9. 

Vweadm&il Iw my exile f hec^ your com* 
plaints^ aad' yow wiftthes; You* dcMamfed* that 
ffivmimen^ 6i ycNtt cboiM wlneh^ aloue^ was Ic^- 
iMuate^ Yoik' aoeusad aiyr Utigi slum4>ei^ ;' yoa^ re- 
pit>|ieli0d' mefir 8a«rifi€iiig>n» i^ P^ose the ipfteat 
mtevdMs tf^ Aeeotintrjf; 

I baMe^ oitotaed* the seas^ ia ibe midst' oif d«»i» 
glf|»^ e«refy kindi L amve aiUmgtftyou te^re- 
mm^W^ iiS^to^ wbtbh are^yonKs. Al}» that iii«. 
dmdnito'hwfe dooai writtea^. or sdd^ since the 
Q^HMwof JNi4ir I will bet for ev^ i^oraBt- ofi 
iMt^ il^^lMt^iiifllieiiee^tkeMooltectioiMrwbieh 
li jM'cl^fffiro* Qfr|h€K important aemricds whioh* ttley 
have perf<Mrm«fd. Xliev0are cinmHistaBcesH»#sach 
^l^fi^npe am^^Q b^ abo¥e lHimatt<>rgaBkatkii].* 
it^Bttcbpiftt^l; .Ther9> is- no- natioB^^ however 
small it m^y be, which has not had thexigbt^ if it 

n2 
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possessed the power to withdraw itself from the 
disgrace of obeying a Prince imposed on it by an 
enemy momentarily victorious. When Charles VII 
re-entered Paris, and overthrew the ephemerU 
throne of Henry V, he acknowledged that he held 
his throne from the valour of his heroes, and not 
from the Prince Regent of England. 

It is thus that to you alone, and to tfaie brave 
men of the army, that I account it, and shall 
always account it, my glory to owe every thing. 

By the Emperor, (Signed) Napolboic. 
The Grand Marshal performing the functions of 

Major-General of the grand army. 

(Signed) Count Bertrand; 

On the 6th, Napoleon hastened towards Gre<- 
noble. He was anxious to arrive there, that he 
might receive intelligence from his friends at 
Paris. By that his future proceedings would be 
regulated, and on it his fate depended. As he 
passed through St. Bonnet with his advanced 
guard, the inhabitants proposed to ring the tocsin, 
to assemble the villagers and accompany him ih a 
mass. " No !'' replied he, "Your sentiments prd^e 
to me that I have not deceived myself, and fltey 
afford me a sure pledge of the sentiments of my 
soldiers. I do not need your services, and #ill 
not drag you from your homes. Those whom I 
meet will range themselves on my side, and the 
nibre numerous they are, the more certain will be 
my success/' 
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That eTening he slept at Gap, but his ad- 
vanced^guaFd was ordered to proceed during the 
vight. They reached the village of Mure, where 
tSiey met the advanced-guard of the troops froto 
Grenoble, who, were approaching to oppose the 
progress of Napoleon. General Cambronne, who 
commanded the troops of Buonaparte, proposed a 
parley, but he was answered that all communi- 
catiom was forbidden. 

The soldiers of Lewis, however, retreated three 
leagues beforeforty of the adherents of Buonaparte. 

As soon as the invader wa^ informed that his 
progress would be contested, he resolved to put in 
practice a ruse-de^guerrej which, if it was not pre- 
viously concerted between him and the officers 
who so soon swelled his ranks, does infinite credit 
to his talents and his courage. He proceeded 
towards the Royal troops, accompanied only by 
two or three officers. They consisted of a bat- 
talion of the fifth of the line, with a company of 
sappers and miners, comprising about eight hun- 
dred men. Arriving within pistol-shot, he alighted; 
and advancing to the right of the battalion, which 
apparently only awaited the command of its officers 
to fire upon him, he bared his bosom and thus 
addressed them, " Behbld me ! If there iVone sol- 
dier axnong you who wishes to kill his Empieror, 
le^ him come forward from the ranks and fire 
upon me.^' 

The effect was instantaneous and sublime. The 
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8Mp4 tb# luir ven^oA^eiifiititjbi ^ crim of'' T^£i»r 
pAi^ for eV»r 1" Tb# g«»4 fiwwl t}^ soldiery mt^ 
t^fimsiy^mhr^ctA ; ^j eagerly tore^tjie whi|» 
ooqkadet ft»d wkh ti^m» jji tbek* 0ym eiuH^mm^ 

Eneh^iitied with ihm wcmm h» fomnnd UiMn 
iflto a square, and onee more hamoflnied tbien« 
^< Soldiers ! I dome with a baBdCul pf ami to 4tf 
liver you from the B^rtxms^ from trdMOii, iitpm 
feudal tyramy, aad froin the abmea whicb (b^ 
b«iv^' brought with then. The throne of the 
Bourfoons is illegitimate foecauae it ia emi^ty 
t€^ the will pf the nation. It erupts #iiiy m 
the interests qf a few families. Is nat this ^w^ 
epmradesr ** Ves* Sirel" e^laimed a g^ena^* 
dier, " ypu are pur Emperor, find wftwU lliwr<ib 
with ypw to idqfpry qr to deaJ^ !** 
i Thm rei^fo^ed Ji^ approached GreiioW^.. Tfce 
^rrisooi was afla^>osfipl of the seventh and eleyeotb 
vegtment^of t^e liue, tbi^ fourtli. Iw^sars* aod th« 
^mrtli iqf artiHary . This w^s the wry regiment m 
whi^ twenty^e years t^are, 9t|<maparte had 
^mnenoed his military car^w, and in wbieh his 
i^fmory wa«f yet Mqli^ed. 

Thesereipith was commanded 1^ ColMtl; iisk 
Ik^y^e, w^o bad lately received his itq^oitfj^ 
pau< ftH>m the l^ingi m^ the decevala^m i>f iU^ 
legion of honour* >i -^.ih- 

He participatied ia the gencnd diAsatiis^lMi 
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«r^ %tmy, aM ^& ilireaieti^id ^ubvteilrfAii ^ tM 
dMiitflDtidn. /A^ Md 'HotMiig pertkmlialF^ tb oom* 
{^atitt of. He had no conliexioii #ith Vble i»mipi- 
vatfi 4M shjii^ it tte g^eAend kirprite, ^en 
^e iBindii!^ ^f Niipol^a was «iliM>liht«'d : btkt 
V'iiQiftl%d%yiHtfifoB8i byirefeblleciiobi^, anfdbyfkTsfe 
Ml^ df h<Miotir, his coan^ spoke ik bhtmericsd 
MAg^^lb hish^e^/'and be ftuddettljiresdlted to 
jefVl th« 'adtHn of the adventurer. His soMiehi wekt 
Vto WiiU di^^Oised to second him, and h(e heA 
KdMrdeiy begun td acquaint them with his inteh- 
ttbd^ ahd Wishes, when hb was interrupted byth^ 
ihoatbf «* The Emperor for ever!" Hie allowed 
thetti no tiimk fbr tefiectioh, but affiting* ab eagle 
tdA a willow branch, he hastened to ef^i his tirell- 
iooafolfe purpose. 

Geni&ral DevillerS, hearing firom 4 distance tHb 
«hdutsof theittfetnated sbldiery.hurried to ihiertlm- 
fMHH. The regiment had then eleatied the gslt^i, 
Ithd wte idtnost out bf si^ht. He hiistMned bh foot 
by tfai^ toad %hHih ihfey had taken^ and, acfci. 
detktatly ixiMtiri^ a fatrrtie, galloped stifel* the d^ 
wHtita. dtigrtaking th<i rear of the ^olnliih hk 
tikilj prevail^ on about atk hundred ib itttim 
toUhcnr duty. But wheb hk reafcfaed ^k heitd of 
4ltt< <:ait>« trher^ was ikh Cblotlfei stiiionhdbtt hy 
fail dffltiers, iMtHher his i^ntr^atie/b ndi^ his meiiAci^ 
were heard. ■ ^ I spoke to M. ds>Lab6dt»ylre, bt 
hmonrMiddfeototry," Said ti€,Jili the trial of 



Digitized by 



Google 



that deluded and uq^rtiutate jwng m^n^ T^utjM 
replied to me" Country and hoooor \" Tl^efle ww4» 
Bu^oiently explaip the mottyes of the trai^ry Mvt 
do. not excuse his crime. 

T^e disaffection of Lahedoy^ was the signal 
for general revolt. It ought not perhaqps to be 
said, that/^ had he remained firm to his dutyi^Ayt 
atrocious project of Buonaparte would havefailedi 
apd France would not have been conducted to the 
bjcini;: of a precipice, the depth of which one txemr 
bles to fathom*". The whple army was ripe.Jfor 
revolt, and it is probable that not a single bat- 
talion could have been induced to fire on their 
former leader. It. is however certain that the 
treason of Labedoyere, seduced those who.were 
wavering) and assured the success of the conspi- 
racy. He has atoned for his crime by the for- 
feiture of his life. It shoi^d be added that 
Madame Labedoyere was so affected by her hus- 
band's treachery, that she immediately quitted him 
and retired to herrelations. But shereturned to cheer 
the lonely hpurs of his imprisonment, and when 
he was arraigned and condemned, pleaded most 
pathetically, though unsuccessfully in his favour* 

His forces being nearly doubled by the additipp 
of Labedoyere's regiment, Buonapartp fearlef sly 
advanced . towards Grenoble^ and at pi^e o'f^lqf;^ 
in the evening arrived at the suburbs. Th^^g^t^ 
r — . — : — : : — : — — ' ■ ■ ' j\ "^i ' ! r 

, *SpeeG)io£ the King's AttomQT. j . 
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were filiitt'^iid'*tibe rftmparts were' lined by the 
troc^ which composed the garrison, iifhdm'the 
comuandant, General Marchafad, was yatnly ex- 
horting to resist the invader. The keys were 
#ormally demanded. ' It was answered that Mar- 
ehand had carried them away. Some littTe delay 
ocaming, a tumultuous movement took place 
among the troops and the inhabitants who filled ^ 
the ramparts. Buonaparte was recognized at a 
litde distance. The intelligence was communi- 
cated with the rapidity of lightning. A stiddeh 
shout burst from every Hp, and the cannoneers, 
who stobd at their pieces with lighted matches^ 
extinguished them in an instant and joined in the 
acclamations. 

The engineers of Napoleon now prepared to 
force the gates. They had scarcely commenced 
their operations, when the whole garrison direw 
down their arms, trampled the white cockade 
under foot, and rushing to the gates tore them 
open. Napoleon entered Grenoble at ten o^clock, 
amidst an immense crowd composed of the popu- 
lace and the soldiers, who thronged from . every 
quarter ef^er to ^e upon, him, and salute him 
JEmfieror. 
» It ^as remarked thait in a few minutes every 
soldier had mounted the . tri-coloured cockade. 
These cockades were not new, or supplied by Buo- 
naparte, or purchased at Grenoble ; they were the 
old colours under whieh they had formerly marched 
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to^Hctbiy^«id which ikfy iHtd^ckn-efoHyeolKaaledi 
#tthe boMom ^ tbeir kuapsactoi^ The tettoral 
aftd AmM ribbabds 'were shewft with CMthn a iigiU t 
MSee,'' «#ied the infatuated MUKet«^ '' thejr ague 
ibe Bame Wfaieh we wore at AiMerMftal afid M^ 
ret^;o. 

TJie ttiajrorwid citM aHthotiliw now presented 
thMMdteSf and wished to conduct him to the 
gofenunent house: but be declined tbeir civtit 
ity^ aed proceeded to the hotel of Tfaef Thre^ 
I>o]^hini, whkh waa kept 1^ one of bis oMmK 
diera to whom he had formerly bee* mudb ^A^ 
tutrad, afid where the coni^irators had bc^n 
aceiMtdmed to hold their meetingVi He had 
scarcely taken possession of his apartments^ when 
the i^proaeh of an innumerable crowd uttering 
aome miintelli^ible shouts drew^ him to^ Ibfe 
bakony . The whole population of Grentoble w^ 
dragging along the remains of tbe gate of Bonne 
trough which be had entei^ed. '' We were not 
permitted/^ cri«d they, ^to present you with 
the keys, but inalead of them, here are tbe 
gates/' .» ; - 

General Marchand, who had been arrested by 
theimlitious soldiers, was now brought befowbim* 
Indignant at, the insult wUcJi bad been offered to 
Aaa officer^ Napoieon ordered bim to be imme- 
diately released, and preised him to re-assnn^ 
tile ewsmaiid of the t(mn; '' 1 mtty appeal to 
yMnMM^'^ nf Ifted^ the g«Mral^ "that t once 
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9fft!wA^pmHiki^lfu ' ¥0arabdiCfttioii rdcMed 
n^ ftfim my ^ttec^wnee to yoa; ami. I tene 
wme Mmim fidettty ^ t^ BonribMs. Here u 

priMaer^ but I.c%DjQ«yer be a toail<^/' 

Napokou mused for a mameEt.'^He wai evi- 
ik»tly> and lieepljr adapted. ^Geii»a)/' eaid 
im, ^' take 4>ad( your ^Bvofd^ You haiw ^ttwrto 
uwd Um a teue eddierf iuid 1 reapect^ou^lae 
mudi to urge you now to uie it io a wagT 
vbkb yaonr couacieftce would diaapprove* Ymi 
are at liberty to di^>art/' 

Oil tlie morrow Bifianaparte garre audienee 4e 
tbe miiuieipf^My, and chkf officeca of tbetteo^ps. 
The harangue of the mayor m wprtb precerfiog 
Itvr Its Ateehood aAddiuiguBtmg flattery»«nd aa the 
fint muukipal addreaa which the iuvader received. 

SiKB ! 

The iuhabitauts of Greiioble> mm^ptxmd to foe^ 
hold again the conquercyr, of Europe^ the prince 
with mboie.uii»e are aaaocialed .the noat glorjpua ^ 
m/^ll»tiom^,hMten to Jay mt the feet ^ your 
mi^sty the tribute of their respect and ihmr 

, r At^ithed jM yfMir«loiy> aud^ that of the .iu»y, 
they b^flre laiMntedl, ^^ith f f>w. braire «old«w(Sb ilie 
untofitoiMteieiffits^i^^, ^4litfl^ while,, hare 
<b»ii»«f(cliH*do!?eryQuri?aglea. , r^ . . 

Hheji^kueii^i. that treaacm haf) dehf ered upr^ oar 
i>imoti|ft^jKff(ngniroi»p») as^y^M^yi^M^lsMili^ 
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ing to tbe force of neceiisitjr had preferred a 
momentary ensile, to the convulsive struggles of 
dvilwar. Like the great Oamitlns, the sovereign 
fKifrer hud not unduly elated your mind, ai^l 
banishment has not depressed it. 

Every thing is now changed. The cypress has 
disappeared. - The ^ laurels once more flourish. 
The French people recover their energy. The 
iiero of Europe re-assumes his rank, and the 
great nation is immortal. 

» ^ISre i issue your commands. Your children are 
ready to obey you; and, in obeying you, they 
listen only to the voice of honour. 
• We renounce the empire of the world ; but we 
;irill not be dictated to by a foreign power. 
' Such, Sire ! are the sentiments of your good 
^ty of Grenoble. We entreat that you will deign 
to accept our homage. 

To this Napoleon replied, 
Men of Datjphiny, 

You have gratified the expectations which I 
had formed of you. When I disembarked on 
the shores of France, I wished to arrive with 
the rapidity of an eagle in the good city of 
Grenoble, whose patriotism and attachment to 
my person were well known to me. 

Men of Dauphiny ! I feel myself unable to 
express the esteem and regard for you, which 
your elevlBitcd sentiments have inspired. My 
heart is full of the emotions which you have 
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produced. I slu|ll ever retain the recollectionr^ 

them. 

Tbe inhabitants of Grenoble "wiU find it diffit- 
cult to justify themselves to future gmeratiom^ 
for having been the first to open ihmr gates to the 
eii^ny of their country and their king, and thus 
rekindle the torch *of war. 

At two o'clock he reviewed his troops, and then 
proceeded towards Lyons : but hisprogress was 
no longer marked by that anxious rapidity whidi 
allowed neither to himself nor his harassed fol- 
lower the rest which nature required. He was 
now confident of success. The treason of the 
garrii^on of Grenoble had placed him at the head 
of an army of ten thousand men, with a consid^- 
able park of artillery, and the disposition wl^ch 
they had so promptly and unanimously shewn 
assured him of the affection and cooperation (rifall 
who might be sent to oppose his march. 
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Arrival at Paris of the News of NapoleonU Land- 
ings ^^-^Effect which it produced ;— Zeal of the 
Far mans ; — Treachery ofDesnouettes ;— Arrival 
ofMonsimr at Lyons ;--Dimjff€Ction oftHe Troops; 
— Flight of the Prince ; — Entrance of Biumor 
parte into Lyons ; — jyefection of Ney ; — Appear- 
ance of Lewis at the Hall of the Representatives ;-. — 

\Ms noble Speech there ; — Rmew of the National 
Guard and regular Troops;— Progress of Napo- 
leon from Lyons ;r-GrandLf^ectibn of the Troops 
at Melun ; — Departure of Lewis ; — Entrance of 
Buonaparte into Paris. 

On Ihe fifth of March the French govenunent 
received the unexpected intelligence of the land-, 
ing of Napoleon. It is strange that it should have 
been unexpected ii^hen, i^ fortnight before, the 
prefect of Var, had. announced the conspiracy, 
and given a list of the traitors ; but it has already 
beeu stated that, owing to a negligence unex- 
ampled in the hiftpry of cabinets, these letters 
w^e unopened. 
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Tkefimt koppeaiiott was of iniagted aatonish^ 
ment and contempt; It was imagiMed by soi^ 
Ihal he had* ho view» on the Rreiicb cvown^ bbt 
that hi9 object wa&t» collect spmo foUoweni^ ais4 
penetrate through Piedmont into hdjy t» jom^hui 
lMrother4n-lbw the king of Nap|€8i Others^ wlw 
suspected that he had* formed? some dsspcMte 
demgn to recover his abdicated power, comideved 
his project as ridiculous^ rather than (bmgeroiw^ 
^ What will he do ia F^nce ?' asked the aufet^ 
fiicial politicians of^ PariiS; ^ Whem^ an his 
ibrces — his allies > What can he effldctt with; tivelTe 
hundred misemble followers collected frem^ the 
gallies, in the midst of twentjNnit milttons^ of 
people, indignant at his fom^r airocitiea^ suft^ 
missive to die best' of kings^ and fkitfafbl to 
their oath? He is only a brigand chief, whMa 
a few of the gendrarmene will reduce ta eaib^ 
mission. This expedition eiLceeds all hia foa»: 
mer follies, zxA will bring on him the iGsite Im 
merits/ 

Such was the reasoning of the court &iH>ii«ilte9» 
But, when die report of every aueoMding dag 
proved' that he- advanced inthouti nesttfttaoce ;r-' 
that his araiy, like the dreadful: avidaucbe». iut 
creased at every step ;-^that every; tftw© which, hd 
approached, exultmgly opMHadrto.bitu ilto g?rtw;-* 
and tiiat the people united, with, the soldiers in 
acknowledgiug bin as the^naiSi^io»«t^ oC ^wce, 
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ridicule gave way, to serious reflection, and j^e- 
tiection to alarm. 

^ Tlie ministorg seem at first to have thqng^p 
lightly of the enterprise, and even , the marsbalf^v 
unless they w«re guilty of the blackest and m^stf 
diabolical duplicity, declared that the project wa^;. 
Wild and extravagant, and that the invader wqyild 
e&sily be surrounded and destroyed. Lewis alojaje^^ 
viewed the event in its proper light. He imme- 
diately predicted the mos^t fatal results. He 
liimented the misfortunes with which his country 
would: probably be overwhelmed, but he did not 
yidd todespair. , . . 

Monsieur, with the Duke of Orleans, and Count 
llamas, set out without delay for Lyons; and the 
0ukJe of Aiigbuleine was ordered- to prqceed from 
Boundeaux to Nismes. The Duke of Berri was ' 
likewise about to join the ^n^y^ but the Marshals 
Macdonald and St Cyr ep^treated him to jre- 
liBquish the design,^ afH»ri0g htm^that hi^ inter* 
ference would be the death-warrant of his family. ' 
This iJrince had beien unable, to reconcile himself 
to' the generals of Buonaparte: and the fori»fir ; 
ettemies of his house, and had /render^id kim^i - 
uRpepular by some indisertet and contemptoMis 
language wMch iie had used towards the most 
meritorious of the msprshals ♦. 



♦ Th« m^^m ieii#i<m» tettw w«» «Q« af^uHNWfdft pMb)if^ 
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^ItOCtAMATION A^AtNST BVONAPAETt, US 

A proclamation was despatched to all tbede^ 
l^artments, in which Napoleon Buooaparte was 
denounced as a traitor, and all the military and 
ciVil authorities, and even private citizens were 
required to apprehend him, and bring Lim be* 
fore a council of war, which on proof of his 
identity was to punish him with death. The 
same punishment was denounced against all who 
accompanied or assisted him in his invasion, 
unless, within eight days from the date of the 
proclamation, they sent iq their submission to 
some military or civil authority. All seditious 
meetings, and seditious language, were pro- 
hibited under the same penalty. Another pro- 



as being writtai by him to hb ftither, and intercepted by the 
sgentsof Bttonaparte: 

** Parity March 7> 4fiemoon^ 
*« Dear Papa,— You will have learned by our telegraphic de- 
apatdva that the king has ordered me to stay here for the pre* 
sent. All the ministers, Desbrays, Girardin, &c. fell at my 
fett to persuade me to stay. I also believe it to be of the highest 
importance. Paris is always the grand point ; and at Besaiifon 
I should only be a superfluous wheel to a carriage which I believe 
will have no occasion to move. The proclamation is perfect. I 
shooMl net have convoked the Chambers; but if they are dis« 
missed iu time, there will be no harm. All is calm here* I havt 
been very dissatisfied with Maqdonald, who is gone to join you ; 
f09, might send lam to Napoleon, but I believe this Napoleon is 
already deceased, wliich would secure our government more than 
any thing else.--*Adi«u, dear Fapa; I embrace you at I love 
jTOttr-with all my heart.** 

I 
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tiamBtion commanded the immediate assembly of 
tbe two chambers. 

The ambassadors of every foreign power pre* 
sented themselres the next morning before his 
Majesty, and, expressing the concern which they 
kit at this unexpected event, that tlureatened 
the repose of France and of Europe, and claiming 
the honour of attaching themselves to his person 
whatever might be the chances of war, declared 
that they wished to give this public and decisive 
proof of their respect for a sovereign who had 
inspired the whole of Europe with the same sem 
timents, by his misfortunes, by his virtues, and 
by the generous use which he made of hit 
power. 

The munidpal body of Paris assembled, and 
voted an address to the king, which would find a 
place in this work as a model of eloquence and 
patriotism, if the same men, a fortnight after* 
wards, tiad not welcomed the usurper in terms 
not less ardent, and perhaps not less sincere. 

The inlmbitants of Paris apparently gave tbf 
most unequivocal testimonies of their affection. 
From morning until night, the courts, the ter- 
races, and the gardens of the Thuilleries, were 
filled witli crowds, of people, who ceased not to 
cry,*' The king for ever !'' and when the mottv 
arch shewed himself at the windows or balconies^ 
their ^ithnsiai^ was expressed by a thousand 
strong, yet natural exclamations and attitudes. 
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The second dhy after the amval of the ftitalnewfl, 
Lewis was overpowered by their expreesioM of 
gtief and attachment, and wairiog his band to de- 
mand sitence, thus addressed Ifcem : " My heart 
overflows with ji^y that my people tertify so 
iiweh aflfectioD. I am deiighted to behold my 
i^hildTOiif ibns surround me/' 

Registers were opened in the di^rent distaicts 
of Paris for^e enrolment of volunteers, and such 
0f the national guards as volunteeired to lexteod 
their services. In three days the number swelled 
totforty thoHBafid men. Wi^h pain the historian 
adds, iiiat in kss than a fortniglit these very mien 
either witnessed in silence and ^vithoot opposi- 
tion the procession of Buons^arte tiirough the 
streets of Paris, or joined in the enthusiaMic ac- 
islamations of his followers. 

It was^ evident ti» the unprejudiced obserrer, 
4h«t, notwithstanding their cries at the TfaurHeries, 
and their voluntary enrolments, which were never 
carried j«to effecst, the majority of the Parisians 
^mre indiiferait *o the result. They pitied the 
Bourbom, afid felt the sincerest respect for the 
imig; biH^ti^y remembered the violations of the 
f^hairter which his ministers had coismitted, and 
Aey .belieipied that if Napoleon was succejBi^, 
Miw iafiuemt of public opinion wurald 4iovuffeL 
kim to respect the liberties of ^dm people. - 'OnbQT 
AbcieeAfto the Thuilleries> cmd cheerod itfae king, 

I 2 
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but it was more a token of respect for his persdii, 
than zeal for his cause. 

Many of the most enlightened friends of rat ionid 
liberty, and particularly those who were known 
in Paris at that time under the denomination of 
the Liberalesj eagerly rallied round the kiti^. 
Though they disapproved of some parts of the 
constitution established by Lewis, and seriously 
distrusted the spirit in which it was executed, ^nd 
the maxims prevalent at court ; — ^though they Imd 
been treated with undeserved insult by the crowd 
of emigrants, who filled every apartment of the 
palace, and prevented the best friends of the mon- 
arch from approaching his presence, they now 
ranged themselves on the side of loyalty and 
justice. 

The following eloquent appeal from the pen of 
Benjamin Constant, who may be considered as 
the literary representative of the party, merit! 
preservation: 

' During fourteen years we had groaned under 
the yoke of the despot. He had carried desty^uc- 
tion through every country of EuK^e, trnd at 
length had embattled the whole of Europe agiitnst 
us. The author of these t^alamities was* finally 
compelled to abdicate the throne, ahd taqtrif the 
eoii of France. We fondly hoped that he 4iad 
qmttedit for ever. : • -' 

iSuddenly he re-uppeatv* - He i^ecli4bis'> his 
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% 



rights, or tiiose of his soti. He promises the 
French liberty, victory, and peace. Elere-iie- 
inands the throne. 

His rigbts ! What are they ? Can the ' short 
. usurpation of a dozen years, and the mere desig- 
nation of an infant as his successor, be compared 
, with SMBven centuries of peaceable possession ^;^ 
^,. The wish of the people! Was not that wish 
l been already expressed ? Was it not unanimous 
; f^r the expulsion of Buonaparte? On what 
; ground then can he reclaim his rights ? 
J . The author of the most tyrannical govern* 
^ nxent by which France had ever been oppressed ; 
^. he, who during fourteen years had been employed 
[, in undermining the cause of freedom, and tram- 
pling on the rights of men, now speaks of li- 
^ berty. He had not the excuse of former reeol- 
t lections, and the habit of power. They were his 
c feUow-citizens whom he enslaved ; — his equals 
whom he enchained. Though not born to power, 
: . h^ meditated tyranny* What liberty can he pro- 
- Biiae us ? ^re we not a thousand times more free 
t imder a good king than we were under his, em- 
pire? . 
V He promises victory! and three times, like a 
« l^ase deserter, he has run from his troops in Egypt, 
r,|]^ Spain, and in Russia; abandoning his faithful 
companions in arms to the threefold • misery of 
Si ! c^^ famine^ and despair. He has drawn on 
France the humiliation of being invaded, and he 
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has lost the conquests which we had made with- 
out him and before him. 

He promises peace, and his name alone is a 
signal fbr war. A people sufficiently degenerate 
to submit to him would become the object of Eu- 
ropean hatred ; and his triumph w ould be the 
commencement of an interminable war against 
the ciTilized world. 

He promises also the security of the national 
property ; — that property which is only attacked 
by the absurd and imprudent declamations of un- 
known and disavowed writers. But this promise 
he will not be able to keep. No longer has he 
Europe to partition for the recompense of his ac- 
complices, and he must, of necessity, reward 
them with the property of the French. 

He has nothing to ofier, and nothing to re- 
claim. Whom then can he gain ? whom can he 
seduce ? Civil and foreign war are the only bribes 
which he has to present. 

Against such an adversary the government 
needs neither extraordinary measures, nor jealous 
precautions, nor an extension of power. The 
constitution is sufficient, and the king has already 
rendered a faithful homage to it, in calling around 
him the representatives of the nation. 

The king appeals with confidence to all those 
to whom in every period of the revolution the in- 
terests of their country have been dear ; — to those, 
who have anxiously surrounded the monarch with 
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the Baf(^uards of liberty ;-T-to the French exiles, 
to whom he has restored the land of their na- 
i^yity ; — to the new proprietors, whose acquisitions 
he has sanctioned ;-^to all who acknowledge, who 
feet and who cherish the principles which give 
dignity to our nature. 

We are called on to defend a constitution 
whose blessings are already known and felt; 
which contains in it the principles of ameliora- 
tion and perfection; and which will become 
every day more dear to the sovereign who finds 
in, it his best security, and to the people to whom 
it is the pledge of liberty and happiness. We are 
called on to defend it against a tyrannical usurp- 
ation, which has oppressed all classes ^^nd every 
individual ; which will rouse against us the whole 
of Europe, and which will bring in its train every 
species of disgrace and misfortune. 

Perhaps this appeal is superfluous. The dan- 
ger may be already past, and the traitor may 
have met the fate which he merits. But should it 
be otherwise, let every Frenchman run to arms. 
Let him defend his king, his constitution, and 
his country. And let not those be the last who, 
devoted to the cause of freedom, have dared to 
censure some of the measures of the government* 
Let them rush into the first ranks, for in proporw 
tion as liberty is dear to them, must they dread 
the triumph of Buonaparte, its eternal foe. The 
g:overnment, which in thin critical moment has 
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givei^ a deciftive proof of wisdom aad of 8laMl% 
by respecting tbe principles of the constitution^ 
and trusting to them for its best defence, witf 
more dearly cherish them in tbe hour of victory ; 
will be proud to reign over a free people ; mHI 
respect the rights of the people as its mo»t sacred 
deposit, and the ^ill and the affection of the 
people as the base and the security of powen* 

The conspirators at Paris felt all the agonies of 
suspense. They were well aware of the disaf*^- 
fection of the troops, and that those who were 
ripest for revolt had been placed on the very 
route which Napoleon must pursue: but they* 
were startled at this unexpected display of patri- 
otism in the capital. They dared not jet reveal 
themselves, and \vere diligently eraplojed in lull- 
ing the friends of Lewis into a fatal security, by 
dwelling on the hopeless complexion of the ii^ 
vader*s pr(»jects, and the inutility of such mighty 
preparations to crush the insane rebellion of % 
solitary adventurer. 

Xefebre Desnouettes, who had given many 
proofs of fidelity to Buonaparte worthy of a better 
clause, had endeavoured to seduce the troops in the. 
north. He bad marched the regiment q( rojal; 
chasseurs, of m hich he was the colonel, from ' 
Cambray to Compeigne, where he^ first unfolded I 
IBs intention of leading them to Lyons to join- 
tfieir former master, , ,, . . 

Baron Lyonst the ipajor of thexf^gw^qf^giynfi an 
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f^teiiei^dg jt^cbfliit of thetrarisacfiotti ** At seven 
ci^ctock (rf the morning- of the 9th, Genei^l Lefebre 
Clesndttettes arrived from Lisle. He caused his 
rej^iroent to mount their horses. M'^e put our^ 
ielves in motion, aiid came to sleep at Ld Fere. 
I On \jhe morning of the 10th he had a violent al« 
tercation with I hie general commanding the artil- 
lery, on the requisition which he made to him foi^ 
]^titting the artillerj and artillerists of the place at 
bis dt^'posal ; and on the formal refusal of that ge- 
neral we set out and passed the out-posts. There 
were some cries of * Vive I'Empereur' excited by 
General Lefebre, which gave us reason to suspecf 
that be had conceived some criminal project. We 
continued our route upon Noyon : there he told 
us, for the first time, that we were likely to find 
diirselves from twelve to fifteen thousand strong, 
of all arms, without informing us of the object of 
that assemblage. We were astonished not to find . 
a^^man, and this confirmed our suspicions. 

On the 12th he set out at the bead of two 
squadrons, and arrived at Compieghe at fivelp^ 
the morning. He caused the colonel of the sixth; 
chasseurs to be asked whether he would follow, 
htm w^ith hi$ regiment. The colonel peremptorily' 
r^n«ed^ This conversation took place while 
I^wAs two leagues in the rear with the rest of tbe^ 
ragfhpent. I ' learned the occurrence in thV^ 
course of the day. ; J 

aj miii^m «i6>^atch>s ifill as tlie i^t'oiftte 
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officers. At kngth we determined to demand of 
the general what he proposed to do with os, «id 
whilher he meant to lead us, entreating him to 
explain himself distinctly, and acknowledging that 
we suspected he had committed the honour and esL*^ 
iistence of the regiment, and that it only remained 
for us to implore the king's clemency.. We were 
ften much more astonished by his proponng to 
us to advance as partisans on Paris or Lyons. 
We did not hesitate a moment, and declared thai 
we could not follow him, which determined him 
to quit us on the instant and to fly. 1 inmiediateiy 
ordered the trumpets to sound to horse, and we 
fell back towards Cambray, where I shall arrive 
to-morrow.' 

He was followed by two officers only, who were 
pursued and taken, but the traitor escaped antf 
joinedNapoleon. 

As the Duke of Treviso (Mortier) was, about 
the same time, travelling to Lisle, he met a body 
of SIX thousand men proceeding to Paris by forced 
marches. Astonished at this unexpected rencontre 
he inquired whither they were marching. He 
was answered ** To Paris, to quell an insurrection 
against the government/' More astonished, he 
demanded to see the orders. They were evidently 
forged. It was doubtless a preconcerted move- 
ment to fill Paris with regular troops, to aWe the 
national guard and the populace, and to prepare 
for the arrival of Napoleon. It is scarcely neces- 
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tmty to^wf ttiat these r^iinmits were ioMBediatdtjr 
ai>dered to retur» to tbeir forns^r contonmeiite. 

It i» well known that these troops warecoiii* 
fidentlj expected at Paris^ and there was reason to 
beMwe that the garrison would haye opposed no 
jpesistaaee. The time of their arrival had beeti 
preconcerted, and a crowd of persons collected 
pound the gate by which thej were to enter. On 
a false alarm that they were approaching^ the cry 
of' ^ The Emperw for ever !'" was suddenly raised.; 
wlien Ihegardes du corps rushed on the crowd, and 
speedily dispersed it, after a short but ineffectual 
resistance* Ohe was killed, many wounded, and 
smri the ring-leaders secured and imprisoned. 

To the defeat of Desnouettes' treasonable pur- 
pose an allusion is made in the following proda^ 
matiou which Lewis was advised to issue to the 
army. It is giv^n as a contrast to tt^t of Buonsr 
parte. It is well written, and has much of the 
peCuUiur and abrupt eloquence of Napoleon's ha- 
rang^es : but had it breathed more than mortal 
eloquence, it would have been lost on those to 
whom it was addressed. 

Proclamatioic to the Armies. 
Lewis, by the grace of God, King of France and 

Navarre : — To our brave Armies, greeting ! 

Brare soldiers, the gloiy and force of our 
kingdom ! It is in the name of honour that your 
king orders yon to be faithful to yonr colours: you 
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hltttesirortt fWellty to him : you will not p^ljili^ 
youwelres. A general whom you would balte 
defended to the latest moment, if he bad not re- 
Jeatsed you by a formal abdication, restored to yob 
your legitimate * sovereign. Confounded in the 
great family of wbicb I am tbe father, and aBaon'g 
which you will distinguish yourselves only by 
more illustrious services, you are become my 
children. You are deeply rooted in my afifectiom;. 
I associated myself in tbe glory of your triumi^, 
even wlien they were not obtained in my cause* 
Called to the throne of my ancestors, I congratu- 
lated myself on seeing it supported by that brave 
- army, so worthy to defend it. Soldiers, I invoke 
your love: 1 claim your fidelity. Your fore- 
fEithei*s once rallied round the plume of the great 
Henry : it is his lineal descendant that I have 
placed at your head. Follow him faithfully in the 
path of honour and duty. Defend with him Ae 
public liberty which is attacked ; the constitlh 
llonal charter which it is attempted to destroy. 
Defend your wives, your fathers, your children, 
your property, against the tyranny by which they 
are menaced. Is not the enemy of the couMry 
also yours ? Has he not speculated on your 
blood ; and made traffic of your fatigues e(^d 
wounds > Was it not to satisfy his insatiable ttn- 
' bition, that he led yon through a thousand dangers 
to useless and bloody victories ? --Our fine Fraiice 
not being sufficient for bim, be would agaitt^x- 
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^Hflt^tir^iitirepopulaticm to proctod ^^ e9(tr«- 
5^ties<^ tbe world, and acquire new co«que^ ^ 
.the expeojie of your blood. Distrust hi« pei^^dians 
promises : your king calls you ; the c^untiy 
adaims you» Let bonour fix you invariable und#r 
joiur bmoiiers. It is I who undertake to ret omp^ime 
you ; it is in your ranks, it is a^]ong the chooin 
0f the: fisutfafuL soldiers that I will select officeigs; 
-Public tgratilMde will repay all your scnrioes. 

. Abke.one effort more, and you will speedily ^- 
quire ^ory, apd the splendid repose you will 
have merited.— March then without hesitation, 

-bra?e soldiers, at the call of honour : apprehend 
imirselves the first traitor who may try to sedi«ce 
you. If any amoQg you have alreiidy lent an ^r 
to the perfidious.syggestions of rebels, such ha^e 

I atill time to return to the path of duty* The dxK>r 

: is still open to repentance. It is in this y{%y tt^at 
several squadrons of cavalry, whom a guilty chief 

..fwisbed to^ lead aaU^y near La Fere* voluntarily 
fereed him to wiUidraw himself. — ^1^1; tb^jwh^Ie 
ofi Hm anny profit- by tbiii example* Let the.gi^at 

Y 'Qumber-of coips which ba^e not been. i^uo^, 
aodrjwhcr have refused to join the rebeliH close tbeir 

i ibattalioM to attaisk and repel th<^ traitor* Soldier ! 

; ^u v» Frewhmen : I an your^ kipg. It in .fiot 

nWtir«ia'that liconfi^to^yawr courage ao^.to y^ur 
$-%)Q)My tbejiafety ;of;,our4ear cfluqtry.rrDated at 
r Khe JI4uiiUeyies, the ^l^tb of Ma|)cbi.iaid; ^d.the 
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MoDsi^or and the Duke of Orieans arriyed at 
LyoM where they were joined by Marshal' Mive* 
donald. The majority of the infaabftanrts ^wert 
fiivoctrable to Napoleon, btft a straog party of 
royalists yet remained at Lyons; and many of the 
young men of the principal fsttnilies formed them- 
selves into a guard of honour fi>r the immediate 
protection of the Count. Marshal Mascd^maM 
carefully examined the fortificationji, <:auMd the 
bridges of Morand and La Gnilloterie to be bat^ 
ricadoed, and made every, preparation for vigorous 
defence. 

On the next day the troops of the garrison were 
reviewed. Monsieur harangued them. HetJweH 
on the virtues of Leti'is, and on the oath of fidelity 
vrhich they had taken; and he painted in lively co«- 
lotirstheperidiousdhdtacter andatroeiousprojectB 
of Buonaparte. His own escort, and theguard of 
honour replied with acclamations of " The King 
for evert'* btit the troops of the Hne maintained 
a mournful and obstinate silence. 

The Count then addressed the Colonel of the 
13th dragoons, and asked him what were Mie 
fieelings, what the intentions of his regiment. 
*« Interrogate them," said the oiHcer, **they^wifl 
Ihaikly reply to you.** Monsieur addressiid thfe 
soldier who was nearest to him. ^ Ate ybti wtffl 
paidr ^* Yes, my lord'*. « WiH yoti fight fdir 
the King r " No, my lord.** " l?6lrwhctti,"th^li, 
will yon fight !*' « For Napoleon/*" 
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TfaePriiicedi«poanted;-^heproce ed g d tihrongh 
the ranks, and aceoBted eray incUvidiial wliose 
person he recollected. At leng^ he came to an 
old soldier, covered with scars, and decorated 
with three medals. '' Well, tomrade !'' 4iaid he, 
^^ a brave soldier, like yon, cannot hesitate to cry 
The King f^^ ^^er !** " Y^u deceive yourself 
answered the dr^oon roughly : *' No soldier will 
fight against his father, and my cry will be * The 
Emperor forever/ " 

Macdonald would not yet despair. The ad* 
vanced-guard of the rebels had reached the suburb 
of La Guilloterie. Macdonald ordered two bat* 
talions of infantry to proceed against them, and 
placed himself at their head. As they crossed the 
bridge that led to the suburb, a reconnoitring 
party of the 4th hussars, which had joined Napo- 
leon at Grenoble, appeared, followed by some 
squadrons, ami by atumultuous populace shouting 
" The Emperor for ever !" The moment was de- 
cisive. The troops <m each side rushed forward- 
not to imbrue their hands in each other's blood, 
but to give each other the fraternal embrace. 

Macdonald precipitated himself * among them: 
His menaces and his entreaties werealike unheard. 
The voice of authority was disregarded. They 
forgot their allegiance, and increased the army of 
the invader. ^ 

^* We know nothing of the king,** they exdiedmed 
as he pointed to the. standard of Lewis, and niig^ed 
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f iMrtIo ftbttttdon it, *^ wte rfetfef Incw him ; W 
jinHi alone, wko hatr^talenan oafh to hitni^hkh 
c^r hearts cKsavow, U^itl b^ culpable if you cease 
lb he faithful to him. Napoleon was torn frbtai 
w by Reason but he wad never absent from our 
ttffectionsi and as his noble ehtefprise had a^in 
Mitorad him to us, it i&r to him that we ought to 
l^reserte an oath, which to him alone we havd' 
taken. Tb obey the King, and' disbbey the 
Emperor, that only would' be dishonour and* 
perjury. To quit the standard of the King and' 
join the ranks of thelBmperor is the best proof 
which we can give of our fidelity. * ' 

In this moment of shameful dereliction of theif 
duty they; however, exhibited an honourable feel- 
ing which it is pleasing to record. The Marshal'^ 
was surrounded by the rebels and made prisoner.^l 
The troops which had deserted him, no sooner' 
perceifed this, than they flew to his rescue, de-t 
cliared tJ»at they would defend him at the hazard of ^ 
thittr lives, conducted him safely wWiin the gatec^"^ 
and tetumed terjoln ti^ folldwen^ of N^spoHtom -"^ 

: AH wM*evidentiy lost, and JOotisMui^ hastily^ 
quitted Lyons. ^^Even the gutod of honour in)^^ 
f<0swk iiim, mod ofte hwseman akme had dufficieutt 
coMr^fe^ and fidetity taattrad him. At i)intl:iii ttsc' 
evening Buonaparte entered Lyom?. v 

. The majority of the population of Lyon» wiui 
finrourable to the cause of Napbleon. .Thk dty- 
ww*t#iwnftd tlM ^affbMof^frem^^aAvmmce^ 
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ll^^Ql^Sf9»,iUB0L|ai» tp rival tbe vmmSmtmm off 
Bojgplfluicl, had graoted hia eapeeial protectioii %tui 
%your to X»yoBa and ,it$ commercial inbabitanta^ 
The^ yet r^embercd the beoefita which he ha4 
ki»eatoi?i'ed oa th<^» wd which Lewis, occupied hy 
o^her.cQacerjif, had imprudently neglected to coft« 
tinue. The joy with which they welcamed hwi 
1^^ e^CMsable as the naturs^I and warjrn.expre8^<w 
<|f their gratitude, but it is much to be deplored 
that a sentim.Qut so amiable should l^ve seduoad 
them to compromise the w^elfiire pf their country. 

On the next morning hq reviewed the whole of 
bis army which now assumed a formidable appear^ 
ance. Dui;ing that review be ^^bibited ^one .of 
tboae traits of greatness which were strangely 
mingled, in his character with so many base and 
unworthy qualities. The guajrd of honour whi^h 
had be^. formed for the .protectiqn of Monsieur, 
presented ita^U heferq him, and entreated that 
^y Q^ht be permitittd to become hi^ persofiai 
e§ci>rt. '* y««jf coQdi)ft towards tb^ Comte D'Ar* 
tois^;' rtpMfd jie, '^ asiurea me wh^t I aheuki 
e^q^iMt from yoil, if I sustained a reverse of 
fortivie^-' He diMiiafed tbem with eoatempt; 
aA4' Qfdtred a cross of tbe legion of honour t» 
beitr««fq|ttted to the faithful tr<>oper wha lmi«i» 
companied the C^unt. 

iBnoamparte had now nothing to drwd, avd 
bii«g.^mpelkd to halt at Lyons to . refresh bia ^ 
harffiiiA^.tQQ^pa. he, asaw i wd all^ ike^ imfMmk 
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laH BVONAPABTE . 

Atate, and began to issue his proelmnatiojEttairi^iie^ 
crees, ai$ if he were alr^dy reiostatied on the throne. 

He first re-organtzed the goYerAmeni, and a^ 
pointed his ministers, counsellors, awl prefi^^ 
He named Cambac^res minister of justice, CaiTiol 
of the interior, Fooch^ of the police, and Davoust 
minister of war. He annulled all the changes 
which liad been made by the Kingin the tribunads. 
He cashiered all the generals and officers who had 
been appointed since the restoration. He exiled, 
to the distance of thirty leagues from Paris, every 
individual attached to the civil or military house- 
hold of the king and the princes. He te^stab* 
lisbed the Imperial guard in all its privileges. 
He condemned to death all the princes of the 
bouse of Bourbon who might be seized on the 
French territory, and sequestered the property 
which had been restored to the emigrants. The 
noblesse was abolished. The white cockade, the 
decoration of the Lily, the orders of the Holy 
Ghost, St. Lewis, and St Michael, Weresuppresseff* 
and the tri-coloured flag and cockade again 
adopted. 

In a decree more solemn tban the others^ he 
suppressed the chamber of peers, dismissed 4h« 
deputies of i^^ departments, and ordered 'the 
electoral colleges of the empire to assemble at 
Paris, to frame A constitution suited to the wishes 
and situation of France, and to assist .at the eorcK 
natioiji of the Empress and the Kingof KosHiei.^ 
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" When the number of decrees which were is»ie4 
from Lyons is considered^ and that all of them 
jure dated March I3tb, it fbllowa, that Buonaparte 
possessed an unusual facility in transacting busi* 
ness, or that these official papers had been already 
prepared during his retirement in Elb*- 

We will leave him thus employed at the second 
city of tbe^ki^^om and return to the eajpita)^ 
whiehi ww^ m the greatest agitation aad suspense^ 
e^^ciaUy aa it Iiis^ been discovered that no re^ 
liance could be placed on the telegrafpbic de^ 
spalcfaes* They were either snppraesedor alt^ed 
by same utnknt^n miscreant, h b^aa . to be 
evident thfi treasoutpervadfUt every^ depaptment 
o(fibearrmyr and tbe state* 
^ Marshal Soult, whose a^legiafiee wm more iinu 
questionable, was dismiSBed, aivL ihe {Dnh^'of 
Fcttre (Ciienerai) ClariBe) appointed minister '* of 
-wtir^' -•-■'•■ 

. . hitettigieiiee ivae udfvr receir^d from the south 
ndbidii fitled Ac bcaarte of die courtiers with trans* 
port. The Duke of Orleans had opened the 
tattipai^vwith ^le nmst brilliant success. He had 
tont^letdkf routedrl^ advanced-guard of Buonai> 
pleirte before Lydnfe The lofurth hussars, which 
kad^chie ©ter to die invaded, ivcre cut to pieces 
bff tile: dational guard of that city. The titQops of 
tfar lioe hadEat first 4>eeit inaetiTe spectators of fW 
ibot, but dt tenglfr had joined tie Katioiial 
r^ and had dafeated^^tbe army of K^>oIeoti 
w2 
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.wjith immense loss. The peasants* had nearly com- 
j^leted the destruction of the traitors, and Buona«^ 
j{iarfe, with scarcely two hundred followers, was 
;retreatin^ to the Alps, where he must soon he 
^tfiiken dead or alive. 

T^ delusion was dissipated in a few hours., 
t ^Monsieur returned and reported his unsuccess- 
^ful mkrsion. Lewis was confirmed in the appre- 
'liensions which he had entertained from the be- 
,.giqaijig« and the boldest of his courtiers began 
'tot;^ble. 

, The kinjg was urged to retire to the northern 
departments, or to Belgium ; but the virtuous 
monarch determined not to quit the capital while 
the smallest chance remained of arresting the pH[>- 
fptea» of the invader, or recalling his deluded 
subjects to their allegiance. 

The marshals, the national guard, the 1i'6o|>s 

:of the line, the representatives of the people, 

and the civil authorities vied with each oth^r in 

their ardent professions of eternal attachment and 

devotion. -^ 

, Qn the dth qf March, Marshal Ney hastened 

to the Thuilleries, threw himself ai the feet of 

the king, renewed his protestations of gratitude 

and his oath of fidelity, and besought his majesty 

^ to employ him in the ^' impious war, which Ithe 

brigand, arrived from the island of Elba,' bad 

commenced ;'' whom, half-drawing his sword frdm 

^bils scabbard, he pledged himself, on forfeiture 
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of fam head, tp bring to Paris dead or alire; 
adding, " that he deserved to be brought iti a 

^cage of ircin/' Could Lewis suspect that tKei^ 

^^warm professions of loyalty concealed the iii^t 
perfidious purposjes ? He received the niarisBal 
with more than accustomed favour, accepted his 
offers of service, and intrusted him with the 
command of the army which was concentrated at 

,Lons-Ie-Saulnien As the marshal retired he ex- 
claimed that '' that would be the happiest day of 
his life, in which he should be able td give^fce fcfag 
a convincing proof of his respectful devotionl'** 
I|:i the honesty of his heart, the good monarch 

.^^ placed the fullest confidenqe in the fidelfty^T)?1ma 
general, and meeting Madame Ney^ tlvo days 
afterwards, he said to her witK eniofiron, 
" Madame, you have a husband whose loj 



^i^ equal to his courage/' ^ ' ,}i^^ 

_ On the I2th, Nay arrived at LonsJe-Saufnier. 

He assembled his staff, and harangued tliem In 
ji favjour of the royal cause, with all the energy that 

marked his character. Most of the officers main* 
Joined a cold and obstinate silence; but it was 
»j e^s^ to read on their clouded brows, their deter- 
^ jp^natioi^ to persist in the resolution which they 
^ .had taken. Others, discontented, yet irresolute, 
J^ wavered between tl^eir inclination and their oath ; 
^ ^d a. small, number. repeated, their protestations 

. Tbi?i manihai renewed his efforts. He spolce 
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of the form^ittiticities of Btionaparte, aadof tiM! 
Utsfortuaes and iatetesting character of the kiii^. 
^e drew a lively picture of the coBsequenceftdC 
tiie measures whkh they might adopt. If 1j6w49 
triumphed how many blessings were in store for 
France, — if the cause of the invader preTailed» 
what dreadful calamities threatened to overwhelm 
their devoted country ! He reminded them, thait 
the soldier ought not to deliberate, that his simple 
pr<xvince was to obey* 

His auditors listened to him with impatit>ii€e« 
One of them now exclaimed, "True, it is ©ur 
duty to obey. But whom ? The general whose 
-courage we know, and the prince who alone is 
legitimate. We will then obey Napoleon, elected 
by the people, beloved by the army, and who 
governs in the name of liberty and victory." The 
marshal retired astonished. 

During the night some emissaries of Buona- 
parte arrived, and were introduced to him.' They 
found him in extreme agitation. They delivered 
to him letters from the Grand-Marshal Bertrand, 
which painted in the most glowing colours, the 
hopeless situation of the king, and the certainty, 
of Napoleon's success. They assured him that 
Buonaparte bad concerted this enterprise with 
Austria, through the mediation of General KoHer ; 
—that the Empress and his son were on the road 
to Paris ; — that England had connived at his 
escape ;— that Murat advanced triumphant towards 
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UfAy ^ %met Mm brother-in-law ; ■ tlwi t the Rub- 
rfiiaBS had retired to their distant country, and 
jMe%9v4eT would no mote intermeddle with the 
alSiini of the south ; — that Pnmsia alone was 
ttnabte to ijontend with France ,,--nthttt if the mar* 
/H^al were disposed to rem^t, he :had no loafiger the 
power ; — ^that JVapoleon had secretly received the 
^oibinission of .every regiment in the sfervice ; 
r— that all Ney's most confidential' officers had 
long heen enrolled among the adbei^ntfi of the 
;£inperor ; — and that a vain aod useless attempt 
at resistance, would expose his country to jibe 
horroDs of civil war. It was added that NapoJeon 
had for ever renounced his pyoje^ts of arbitrary 
^vernment and universal dominion^ aad wished 
now to reign for the happiness of France aJkme. ' 

The marshal long hesitated between the oath 
which he had sworn to the King, and the satffcfy 
of his country, which fidelity to thait oath en- 
dangered. His country, in the person of the 
King had exacted that oalh : his country In the 
person of the Emperor absolved him frojsr it. 
This sophism led him astray, apd h^ incre^^ted 
die partisans of IN^apoleon. 

It should however be recordfed, that he pf «- 
viousjy wrote him a letter from which the ^- 
lowihg is an extract. ^' 1 am induced to johi 
yo«, lather by respect for your c^aracter^ ndr 
attachment to yenr person. Fou ih$ive been the 
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l^flt of ny coantry. Y6n bate^rriM desffiiO' 
tkm into every family^ and despair into thegr^tet 
]|^art. You have troubled the peade of the whole 
%^rili. Swear to me, eince fete had' recall^ yoo; 
that you will employ the future in^repairinj^ tte 
' fefvilii which yon have birdught oli tmict.^ fiweai^ 
thai you will live for thie happtnesti^ of the pe0p4Q 
I eharge you to take up arms for this putpost 
idone, to preserve our country from invasion and 
^memberment, ilnd never to pass oui^natursd 
Iteiits again tb attempt dselei^s and fatalcoiiciuesli^ 
On these conditions 1 consent to join you, topr«. 
serve my country from the agonizing strugglei 
with which it is menaced. ** 
' On the succeeding day he published the fofct 
tawikig^ proclamation. 

MhnsniLV PRINCfi OF tfiE MOSRWA TO THl 

Troops und1e«. his OaoBRr. 

5f! OCcere, Subalterns, and Soldiers ! 

The cause 6f the 'Bourbons is for ever l\)St. 
The iegitiiMite dynasty' which the French nation 
kdopted is about to re-ascend the throne.- Tt?§Re 
Empetor ' Napoleon, ' our soveireign, It albftcf^B*^- 
longs to'reigtt ov^l- our fine'U6untry;-i— Of what 
cohsequence is it to us whether the n6bU^st dfthi 
feourb6ns agiiri eipatriate theitselv^s, of donteiA 
to live inihfeiiiidstof uft^^Tlft^/aci1Cdi|jart«^ 
}ib^ aitd^ Of o\ir todependfenCc VilPtirt 4li»|fflr 



Digitized by 



Google 



to* degrade our oaiHtafy' glory ; iHit 4l|i|y<:rl)ft!iff^ 
Keen deceived^ That glory is the fiwf of^fi^ 
jbempts too noble td permit us e^er^ to Icfta i|s 

jnetnemforaitee.- tp^-^ 

^- . Soldiers !-«-ThMe times are gone hy^ vfheu tht 
people were governed by the suffocation of their 
irigfats ; at len^h liberty triumphs, and Nappljeoi^ 
.)[^«if 4itugM8t £ppp^ror,, is, about to confirm it figr 
ever. Hereafter shall that noble. cause b^gn^f^ 
«id tbat e^^atl Prenchmen ! A troth so grand mnst 
penetrate the hearts of thoj^e brave men wliQ^ 
1 hiave the honour to command. . ^ ;,p 

Soldiers!^— I have often ledypu to v^ctpry^ 
now l^leaftyouipfjoin that immortal pbsy$ip:i^|lith 
which the Emperor Napoleon approaehfs^ Pafl^ 
and which will be here within a few days ; then 
our hopes and our happiness wUl b% faj(ije»v^ 
realized.— J^tW/'-E^^r^ttT* , 

(Signed) Prince of the Moskwa, 

Marshal of die riKlipire. 
^riLonsM'Saulniety Mar. 13, 1816. ,^^ 

.^j.^P^thia. conduct posterity willjudge. Itevidejitly 
l^l^flepts UQ credit on the sagacity of the marshal if 
l]^permitted himself to be thus completely dupedi 
jTTfUi^ certainly the wanton attack on the Bour- 
|j(MiS ji^ his^proclamation might have been spared. 
J^t4ft,^^i|e, to plead that this proclamation wj* . 
^a;)ar^^|;^l^r^}^iapoleon and Bertra^nd, and that he 
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MDCtioaof Ips Bwaw, aod H'dien it was issued bj 

. itim to Ike tiwips as the reg^ilar ord^ of the day^ 

fe, toaUiatettts fund jptgrrposes, made it his owa^;^ 

' " ■ ^ ■■ ", ■ ' ' ' ' ■ 'Ill ■ m i ni I <■! r iiiiii irt i f -- 

^Smtx wntiQgitbe above, lib^nrfud Ai^ hag-eufffired tbe pu- 
^asfanoot 4ue io fav Ueasoa, He was find: broi:^bt before a 
military tribunal, the incompetence of which he pleaded on the 
ground of hia l^eing a Peer of France. The validity of the ob- 
jection was aTlowed, and he^was afterwards tirraigned befoi« tht 
Chamber of Peers* 

Tiiemdeoceadduc^ proved the a^cuitcjr of thesistem^ 
which is §pven in Ibe text. The King's Attorney-General a4-^ 
mitted that there appeared to be no premeditated treason ; but 
that the Marshal weakly suHered Himself to be dduded by the 
•emissaries of Buonaparte on l!he fatal night of the 13tli. 

In %» op^Mng speech &ri;Iieidirfeaee fak cofwiscl attempted to 
lurgii^t \m puMiifeibmflnt maoM be a violation of one ef the Arti- 
cks^f thecapitulatioa of Paris, which stipulated on the part of the 
CommAndere of the Allied troops, that no persoH, civil or military, 
should be disturbed, whatever niight be thdr opinions, offices, i>r 
conduct, during the usurpation of Buonaparte. Imtefld •f ^fidrfy 
meeting tfiisoh^eefioii, whidi perhaps could not casilf ha*^ Been 
womBteif the King's Att9me^«Gen«al interrupted the Counsel, 
and affirmed that the pni>er time for ^urging it was past, and. that, 
according to the French mode of proceeding, it should liave 
been brought forwkrd before the mattem of fact came to be con- < 
sidered. He therefore prayed the Court that the counsel miglit 
lie conned t6thewiiiple4tseussioo of {the ftc^ i^cd^sd-i^^iaiBit 
tfaaprisoner* The Powdenjb decreed that4iie objection ought 
taluare I>eea {irodttCfldra^ ti^e commencement of the trial, and ^ 
^ould now be of no avaiL 

The spirit of Ney could not brook this apparent injustice; this 
evident determination to siicrifike Mm, khd he extlatmedf ^ £&- . 
tterto my 4ef^nee bmhem^ ff^; i f>eMeBve it is jrisheitg jot^. 
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JMh^re feronrable BewrwcB ree^rr ed from <fthet 
^foarterft. The gairiBoiift of tbe north sent depu^ 
t»tMns <profe8BiDg tbeir fidelity . A&rBhal Oadmcft 
Msembled the ganison of Metz, anvoiinting tD 

r ■ - ■ - I T - II I I * 

strict it, I thapk my Counsel for what they have done, and ate 
still ready to do ; but I desire them rather to cease d^ending me 
at all than to defend me imperfectly, 

I had rather not be defended at all^ than have the mere shadow 
of a defence, 

I am accused against the &ith of treaties, and they will not let 
i^e justify myself. I will act like Moreau : I appeal to Euro^ 
and to posterity l* 

The President again commanded the Counsel of the accused 
to contine themselves within the circle marked out for them. 

< I forbid my Counsel to speak any further* exclaimed ISej. 

• Your Excellency will give what orders you think proprar. 
The Chamber will judge me. I forbid them to speak, unless 
they are permitted to employ all the means iu their power.' 

A profound silence reigued for a short time in the Chamber* 
The Attorney-GeneraU after consultiug with the Miaii^rSp 
waved the right of reply, in consequence of the Marshal havi<^ 
declined all further defence. 

The accused and the spectators were then ordered to withdraw^ 
and the Chamber continued in secret deliberation nearly «even 
hours, when the public were again admitted, and the result ma4e 
known. The facts of having by the proclamation of the I4th, 
ercited his army to rebellion and desertion ; — of having ordered 
hift tyeeps^ to join the invader ; and' of having, himself at their 
head, effected that junction, were incontestaoie, and, ^ith the 
exception of one Peer who did not vote, he was unanimonsly 
found guilty. Out of one hundred and sixty-one Peers who 
Voted, otie hundred and thirty-nine doomed him to death, and 
only tweofy^two wished thataome milder j^rujiiahmeii^ alpould^ . 
mffipctedl '' • • : ' •'.-.; •.: •■■>.. 
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JliP EXBCUTIOK 

^JhimMea fbouaaad; m/m. He told tiiem thftt be 
j^>0everdeceiyfQd them wfaea they h^d.fo^glit 
^^gelher; that he ww ready to give paanh 
porte to all who wished to joiu Buonaparte, bi)t 

. The account of his execution, will be interesting to the reader 

On leaving the Chamber of Peere, Marshal Ney called fbr 

dinner, aud seemed to eat with a good appetite. Perceiving that 

: a small round pointed knife which he used excited some appre^en^ 

. fiion in his guards, lest he should employ it to destroy himself, 
< Do you think/ said he, * that I f^ death.' Aftec dinner, be 

. smoked a segar, and then fell into an apparently sound sleep, 

\ from which he did not wake till M. Cauchy, Secretary Reporter 
of the Chamber of Peers, came to read his sentence to him* B^ 

1 fcNre he commenced the reading of it, M. Cauchy endeavoun^ to 
address to him a few words, to assure him how painful 'i% was.to 
be obliged to perform so melancholy an office. ** Sir,'* s^d the 

'^ Marshal, interrupting him, " do your duty, as every man ought 

. to do: read.*' ; 

Upon the preamble being read, be said unpatieDtly, << To Ijie 
fiMst, to the fact at once.** 

- HVhen he came to the article of the law respecting the suc- 
cesnon to the Crown — << That law," cried the Marshal, << c^jujot 
be applicable to me ; it was for the Imperial Family that it was 

^ made." When his titles were detailed, he observed, "5Vhat 
good em this do ? Michael Ney ,— then a heap of duUt, tbf^ is 
mil." , 

. The reading being finished, the Secretary told himtha^^ 
bad no time to lose for his testamentary dispositions.^^ *^ f^un 

: ready to die," he said, " whenever they wish.", 

M^ Cauchy then informed him, that if, in these last m^^peoto, 

; he wished for the consolations of religion, he might tend for ;the 
Rector . of St Sulpice» who was indeed come to offer hia s^^S^ : 
« That is sufficient,'* replied tiie Marshal, " I will think <>^i|." 
UpOnM. Caucb^'s obserVii^y thatii^ case any.otiier Cle];g}q|^ 
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Itfeat lie wiiAed to tie sure of those tHi6 \lfflHfigt)r 
remained witbliim. With X)ne voice thej^ renewed 
their oath of fidelity to the king. The old guard' 
was foremost inproffessihgits loyalty. **Although,*^' 

^uld be mored^reeable, he might send for him, the M«r« 

shai said, *^ Onceaga^n, I say, that is sufficient ; I want no priest 

to teach me how to die." ^ • 

He was then informed that he was at liberty to take leave «f 
* 1^8 wife and children, and he desired that they should be requested 
^to come between six and seten in the morning. *< I hope;^' 

lie added, "that your letter will not announce to my wife that 
'^r husband is condemned. It is for me to inform her of a^y 

fete.** ^ 

^ M« Cauchy then withdrew, and the Marshal appeared to rl^lk^ 
'Whin hitnself, and then threw himscflf in his clothes oh Ae bed» 
^'and fell asleep immediately, * ; 

'^<^ At four in the morning he was awakened by the arrival of the 

Ifarechale his wife, with her children, aivd Madame Gamon his 
^sister. The unfortunate wife, as soon as she entered the chamber, 

Ml in a fit on the ground. The Marshal and his guard. ^tt«Jed 
'%^« T\i a long feinting fit succeeded tears and groans. Madame 
' CUhon, on h^ knees before the Marshal, was ii(ft ^tf tt leii^e-i 
-'plorable condition, llie children, silent and sad^ did nOt*w<a4^. 
^'The ddest appeared to be alxidt eleven yeara' of age^ Vht 
^Mifshal'spoke to them: a long timi&, but 'in a ^w foncf of^ v<^e. 

On a suddai he rose and intreated his family to withdraw^ '''At 
^ImIs^ moment the despair of Madame Neybe^ineinekpfessible. 
^^^^TbechiUiren, hitherto silent, burst intbpierchig^Gries. • i 

fi^g left akmewith his guards, he vUlked up idilid'd«wii^the 

^^<%amber. One of them, a grenaifierof Lar^ehe Ja<{tie))n,' sbid to 

^Uin, ^'UfatsW, iii the situation* hi t^hich jrouare, sh^ild^ci hot 

'think of God ? It is always l^ood to rec6b6ii& oneselJFto (ji6di I 

have tieen many ^Mitties^ and every time I coiild T wetit tb coin 
*'^ft»SmiWf<miril myd^lfWWaystti^bc^ "H^^ 
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mM tii^, <' be hem sot mad mi well ; altboiQjt^ be 
bM d^raded m frcm our rank of guards, tiaadj, 
Mbove all, hafi shewn that be di^nisied our bonouy; 
we will prove to him and to Frs^ace ttat we en 

The Marshid slopped^ looked at him attnatvy^, iHid tlw* 
and, " You are in the right ; yea, job, are m the t^ht. "W© 
ought to die as honest men, and as good Christians* I desmre tm 
see the Rector of St. Sulpiee.'* The brave grenadier did'iiot 
vant to be toldtwioe. The dergjman was ii»Beiediately introdiscecl 
ihto^the chamber of tba condemaed. He remaiiied sthlt n^ vni^ 
hw three quarters of anr hour. Whe& he retlM^ the Miwhrf 
eipprossed a desire to see hin in Ihs last moiaentB» The wtuocw 
priest kept his word. At half past eight he returned, and ai 
mne, bang informed that all wa« ready, the Marshal gare him 
Ilk hand to help biBft into the coach, saying to him, ** Geiiii 
fiMt, Mr. Curate, I shall be above sooner than y«ii.'*' 

. The carriage was ihea ^inmAy driven aerau the gavdeit of' 
Ae LwaembMi^, t<^ tiie exHwink^ o& ttie gnuKl ^bikey tb«t 
kada to the Observatory, the^ place appointed for his . cxcn 
cution. A. small detachm^it of getid^apmerU^ and. two pi»i 
teana of vetenaaa, w«re there wwting fi>r himv Oa seeuig .^rf 
tpoopav the Itfwrshc^ who prdiiably theoght ^^w«tt oondMi&kig 
fau» to the pittiii of €bendle^ eiqpmsed some si»rpriBe» fltoem^* 
braced las- aonfesvor, smdi gave hin» hia snuff i bog, to be di^ 
vcrcd to Madame tiie MaKecbalfi, and soma pieces of gJd nhiA 
ht^had in hia pocket,, tttba dialribtttad among iAm pooci 

Havfttg arrived at the gate, the caniage tunied a Utlif >to tht 
left, and stopped abdut fiarly pacn^xMathegate,^ aiuitlnit^pne^ 
ftotn the wall, near which the execution^ wqs t^iake plaoe^ A 
ptoquet of netecaBis, sixty strong, had been on l^e spot.sittiee^^i^ 
o^elock in the moanng. At themoment when the carriage stoppiii; 
the platoon arranged itsel^^ An officer Gfgtnefapmene alighted 
Ivam Ae carriage fii«t,and was fbHowed by '^lelVtEmlhalysi^ho^tfp^ 
peered to ask him if that was the pk^e of exeenHito.^ ^liltoiNtjgmr 
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b|R9m«Mft ia pcoponlioB m otfaeMare i^Jmt/^ 
Wh^a jiiteUigirace oi thi$ waabronghl to the kin^^^ 
ha jmtRiitly ordived that meny BcMker akmJdb 
Im^ ,tiiie nnk af ^eoewt; th^ti €Miy strjeant: 
i^Kml4be«Qmid€Kd a^e«nitN»Qne^^^^ tfaatt 
«Mh «nibi^torQ shotdil caofc mcaiiteui ; and that 
Ae whole sbouki receive pay as ia the tim^ of 
Bvonaparte. HisMa|e^y likewise ordered that 
they should be heo^eforth called the king's* guards, 
wd shouJdt proceed by forced mar^^a tot Pmis ta 
do ihie: diaty of the patfca, 

* A regiment of cavalry waa quartered at. Melun. 
The colonel was sitting at breakfast, when tlm 
trmnpet Buddenly sounded to arm^. Astomshed 
at a signal for which he had issued no orders^ hat 
kiq»ad on the first horse he could find, and gal- 
loped to the square, ^here he found his regiment 
atsembled, and on the point of marching to joiii 
Buonaparte. He posted himself on the bridge^ 
Ind Aeixiafided who had given orders to marekl 

' Mff ■ i . ; ■ ' 

cifdbtactngtheoonleflBor, who remained near the co«ch» praying 
fioryently, the Marshal refused a handkerchief which was offered 
to him, saying, « A soldier Hke me does not want to have his 
eyes bandaged." He then proceeded with a <^ick aftd firm step 
t^ within ei^t paces of the wall, and turuiBg^ suddetffy' round 
pipon thft^oldiersk ^claimed, " I aokmaly protest before God 
^ men ageioi^ the injustice of my sentence. Posterity wiH de^ 
cide be^e^ me and my enemiesw" Then taking off his hat with 
his left hand, and placing his rigl^ hand on his heart, he added, 
•* Veteiuns, do your duty — France for cver--4ftre;*' and' laOing; 
09iq^iradaAera«Mwite'seon)ndsioih *i.. *. ^ «. r ^ - > 
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^ We go to meet the Empamr/' wet d^ fifty. 
'' You have taken the oath of fidelity to the kiiif ^'^ 
aaid he, " and you will not be guilty of perjoryl 
Haye I not always conducted you to honour att4 
to Tictory, and will you now foreakeme? Or will 
you march over my body to effect your treaaon* 
able purpose ?" The soldierd hung their heads in 
silence, and, with the exception of sixty who 
rushed desperately over the bridge, quietly 're- 
turned to their barracks. On the following day 
he retreated with them to Paris, and on the en- 
trance of Buonaparte into the capital, he waited 
on him at the Thuilleries, and, presenting his 
sword, requested permission to. retire from the 
service. 

It was confidently reported that numerous troops 
were advancing from the south to surrouiMj^the 
invader and cut off his retreiit. Lewis placed little 
reliance on this intelligence, to which the greatest 
importance was attached by his imprudeirt m4 
infatuated coartiers: What relrance ijonld "he 
place on the professions of any of his troops Hftet 
the shameless defections of Grenoble and LyorisT 

He was more fully justified in this distrust by the 
intelligence which he had just received of the <5oii*^ 
duct of the gan-ison of Lisle. — ^Connt Erlotfi h^l 
endeavoured to seducie the troops to abfeindbii 
the cause of the Monarch. He had partially siifc- 
ceed^d), when Marshal Mortier, discovering thjj 
^tot, caused him to be immediately putlUidef 
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4(|>flM;^'«H* was firMOfltly fn«d ^md doft^^tohed 
Vdfciitlii ^fie'wai^ted to tile#q|uar«of*tbecriftit<feI; 
liii ^}^ itrerfe bam&ged; a file of saldiersr^i^imt 
toimiiw*«iipibdfora btib; tlieir pieceii were pvti 
bentedr'aiiiltbci^tal. signal was momentirily es^ 
«p f Mfcd ; (when ti& tuoops soddenly rose ^igairat 
Ji(0tkt, iOMA dimlared: £r}«n commsuider of the 
fovtreiS^ E^ov however, speedily nleased thft 
^iamteA^ andtAnt hi w to. Pans. 
* Tj^^e ¥CKy tmopiy who were afterwards ordered 
k^ pijoc^ M.^thfHutl to oppose Napokoii% were 
imO^myjIterA^W^y reonatated in the giurriaoni a jfew 
fll^s-Jif^^M the arrival: of Lewi^ and thu» pi^ 
fltptdi.^im from majtiiig a i^i^ there vwith hk$ 
household troops as he had determiDed to do. . 
f It wa^ioof^ppsitioA to the advice of the princes 
^ Ijiis family, that Lewis had convened the two 
$)i;gpi|;>ers. Xbe^e misguided men liad been un-r 
j^blle ,tjO, ir^linquisji the lofty ideas pf the kingly 
M^^^fli^t^F^ i^ which they bad .been . educated^ 
Jll^ey i^ished to have seen the sovereign assume 
^i^c^tatorial power, foe which the present crisi9 
ivqi)}4/Vye formed some colourable exci^ei and 
P^ifll ^ijj^ht have prepared the way for thp future 
j^^nst^a of the monarch's prer^ative. Bu| 
^^f^ifk, wl|0 was the victim of bad couni^s, and.n 
gljjf^fSqncurrence of circumstances, and not pf his 
9ifM ?wbition» was now perfectly convinc$dt th^ 
gjien ^if the pretensions of Biiooaparte w^r^ 
^UHj^^j, th^^ would be no security^ igpir him^i^ 
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and his family, bat in the strict observance of the 
constitution which he l^d sworn to respect. 

An expression in the !^>eech of M . Lain^ the 
president ofthe chamber of deputies, at the <^pen- 
ing of the session, gare the princes much ofience. 
** Whatever may be thefaulii which have been com^ 
miitedj this is not the time to examine them. We 
ought all to unite against the common enemy, 
and endeavo.ur to render this crisis profitable to 
the security of the throne and of public liberty/' 
When the warmest friend of the royal cause, Ae 
implacable enemy of Buonaparte, and the organ 
of the chamber of representatives, dared thus 
openly to allude to the errors at which the 
princes and courtiers had connived, and of which 
perhaps they were the secret instigators, they 
were offended and alarmed. 

They strenuotisly but vainly opposed the advice 
of the king's most enlightened fiiends, that it was 
not enough to have convened the chambers, but 
that it was absolutely necessary for Lewis to at- 
tend at one of the sittings, surrounded by the 
Princes of his blood, and in the most publit, 
solemn, and unequivocal manner, rq>eat his ac- 
ceptance of the constitutional charter, and his de- 
termination to respect the property and the rights 
of all his subjects. It was justly and unanawer- 
abiy argued that as the most sanguine fao^ of 
dm invader were founded on the suspicioas^ and 
fears ivhii^u^rtunatdy prevailed, his defeat 



Digitized by 



Google 



THS CHAMBftSS. l47 

ebuM only be ensured by the prompt reiBOval of 
those fears. 

On the 16th of March the king went in great 
0tate to the hall of the deputies. The chamber 
of peers had been invited to assist at the sitting. 
Lewis was received with the most lively testimo- 
nies of affection and respect. He placed himself 
on the throne and thus addressed the assembly. 

^^ Gentlemen I In thi&momentous eriMs, when 
the public ei^my has penetrated into a part of 
the kingdom, and threatens the liberty of the re^- 
mainder, I come in the midst of you to draw 
closer those ties which unite us together, and 
which constitute the str^igth of the state. I cook, 
in addressing myself to you, to declare to all 
France my sentiments and my wishes. 

I have revisited my eountry, and- reconciled 
her to all foreign nations, who will double 
less maintain with the utmost fidelity thos« 
treaties which had restored to us peace. I have 
laboured ibr the benefit of my people. I have re- 
ceived, and still continue daily to receive, &e 
most strikingprooft of their love. Can I, then, 
at axty years of age, better terminiKte UQr career 
than by dying in their defence? — I fear nothing 
iCHr>myAeif, but I fear for France. He who 
mfme§ to l%bt again amongst us the torch of 
jcrnl war brings wiA him also the scourge of 
fereigti war. He comes ta reduce our country 
under his iron yoke^ He comes, in short, to de-, 

1-2 
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Btroy that constitutional charter which I have 
given you, — that charter, my brightest title to the 
estimation of posterity, — ^that charter which all 
Frenchmen cherish, and which I here swear to 
maintain. — Let us rally, therefore, around it ! let 
it be our sacred standard! The descendants o( 
Henry the Fourth will be the first to range them- 
selves under it. They will be followed by all good 
Frenchmen. In short, gentlemen, let the con- 
currence of the two chambers give to authority all 
the force that is necessary ; and this war, truly 
national, will prove by its happy termination 
what a great nation, united in its^love to its king 
and to its laws, can effect.'^ 

This noble speech was frequently interrupted 
by an enthusiasm, which respect and veneration 
could not restrain. The firm, yet impassioned 
lone of voice, the serene, yet touching expression 
of countenance, inspired every heart with con- 
fidence, admiration, and love. 

At the close of this address the whole assembly 
rose, and extending their hands towards the 
throne, exclaimed with one voice, " The King for 
ever ! — We will die for tiiie King* — ^The King in 
life and in death ?'* 

It was long ere order could be restored ; when 
a motion of Monsieur to approach the King, com- 
manded the most profound silence. He advanced 
to the foot of the throne, s^d spoke to the follow^ 
ing eflfect. 
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Sire ! I know that I depart from ordinary mles 
in here addressing your Majesty ; but I beg you 
will excuse me, and permit me in my own name, 
and in that of my family, to say how much we 
participate to the bottom of our hearts, in the senti- 
ments and principles which animate your Majesty. 

The Prince, on turning again towards the 
assembly, added, raising his hand, ^ We swear on 
our honour to live and die faithful to our King, 
and to the constitutional charter, which secures 
the happiness of the French !' 

While the whole assembly replied to this ad- 
dress by new acclamations, the King, profoundly 
moved, presented his hand to Monsieur, which 
his Royal Highness seized, and kissed with trans- 
port. Lewis was no longer able to suppress his 
feelings, and pressed Monsieur to his breast. 

At this touching spectacle, every heart was 
melted; every eye moistened with tears; every 
faculty appeared absorbed, and not one voice 
dared to interrupt the sublimity of the scene. At 
length by one simultaneous impulse, all hands 
were again stretched towards the throne, and the 
hall rung with the most rapturous acclamations. 
" In one day,*' says a spectator, "the destinies of 
Frtmce would have been for ever assured ; the 
King, the country, our dearest rights would 
have been for ever safe, if all France could have 
been present at this scene." 

Happy would it have been for the monarch, if 
the imprudent zeal and arbitrary principles of his 
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fatnily and coorticN had ndt g^iven rise to Au$- 
picic^is which this patriotic and affecting appeal 
to his snbjecti removed too late. 

In the presient crisis, scenes like these tended 
latber to the injury than the benefit of the royal 
cause. They genarated a sort of loquacious pa^ 
taiotism, when it was far more necessary to act 
dian to harangue. After the tribune had vomited 
&rthsome energetic and eloquent philippic against 
Napoleon, both the orator and his hearers fondly 
imagined that the invader was crushed, and the 
decisive measures that actually bid the fairest to' 
crush him were neglected. 

Dn the departure of the King, the chambers 
^roted an affectionate and respectful address to 
him, expressing their gratitude for the explicit 
avowal which he had m^de, their unshaken fidel- 
ity to him, and their readiness to sacrifice their 
fortunes and their lives in his defence. Some ex- 
pressions in this address are very remarkable, and 
throw great light on the actual state of the public 
feeling, and the foolish measures that had hastened 
or produced this dreadful crisis. 

f^ Bert, sire ! these protestations of our hearts 
will not suffice ; and we entreat your Majesty to 
permit us to propose to your gracious consideration 
&e means which we deem proper to restore more 
and liiore the public hopes; While the chambers 
will lend to the government, to which the sal* 
vation of France is confided, the entire strength 
of the nation, your faitibial svbjects sure ccmvinced 



Digitized by 



Google 



THB CHAMBEBS. , 151 

that the gOTernment will confide, for the public 
weal, in men at once enei^etic and moderate^ 
whose names alone are a guarantee for all inter* 
€st$ and an answer to all inquietude. In men who, • 
liaylng been at various periods the defenders of 
the principles of justice and liberty, with which 
the heart of your Majesty is penetrated, and 
which form the patrimony of the nation, are 
equally the pillar of the stability of the throne, 
and of the principle which the public enemy 
would annihilate/* 

On the following day. General Angier pro* 
nounced a discourse in which he declared offici* 
ally, that, '^ the inconsiderate acts of the ministry 
would not be repeated/' 

The King alludes to this in his proclamation, 
dat^d Cambray, June 28tb, when he was on his 
return to Paris. " My government may have 
committed faults. Perhs^s it has. There are 
^imes when the purest intentions are insufficient 
to direct us, and 3ometima) even they go astray. 
Ej^perience alone could teach them, and it shall 
not be lost/' 

The historian records with regi*et, that the con- 
duct of the court at this eventi(ul iuoment throws 
no slight suspicion op the sincerity of their pro- 
testations, and excites the belief, that these con- 
cessions in favoui* of t}ie constitution and of liberty, 
were wrung from them by the exigency of the 
times, and would be forgotten when the storm 
was passed. At the very time that Lewis, the 
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Princes, and the ministers were making thes^ 
frank and solenm declarations, and the goyern* 
ment orators had declared that the monarch dis- 
dained to adopt a system of artifice, that nothing 
would be exaggerated and nothing concealed, the 
official bullietinsdeclared that desertion had thinned 
the ranks of Napoleon ; that he possessed not more 
than three or four hundred men ; that by a move- 
ment from Grenoble his retreat was cut off; 
that he was flying in despair, and that his escape 
wasimpossibe: though they possessed certain infor- 
mation of the defection of the army, the contagious 
delirium of the people, and the unopposed and 
resistless progress of the invader. This strange 
dissimulation might produe a temporary good 
effect on the populace, but it paralyzed the energy^ 
and weakened the confidence of the best and most 
powerful friends of the royal cause. 

This short session was distinguished by some 
propositions honourable to the chambers, and 
illustrative of the real causes of the presentdanger. 

M. Sarte|on demanded a law " relative to the 
recruiting and organization of the army conformr 
ably to the twelfth article of the constitutional 
charter, which delared that every officer should 
retain his rank and pay." — This was a tacit ac- 
knowledgment, that the army had, or supposed that 
it had some cause for complaint. — " That the rank 
of sub-lieutenant should be granted to all (he sub- 
altern officers.'* — It cannot be dissembled, that 
the rank which many attained by court favour 
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irritated and humiliated those who had merited 
promotion by their services. The emigrants^ and 
the Chouans had formed too great a proportion of 
the names recorded in the lists of promotion .-r- 
" That no officer should be removed or cashiered, 
but by the forms of law." — It had been said that 
the arbitrary mandate of the minister had removed 
more than one deserving officer who had given 
offence to the court favourites. These were un» 
doubtedly most prudent and excellent regulations 
fort^ie future management of the army, but they 
were now mere confessions of erroneous measures, 
and little calculated to avert the threatening danger. 

Field Marshal Angier proposed " that the war 
should be declared national, — ^that the whole popu- 
lation should be called to arms, — ^that national 
recompences should be granted to all who com* 
batted for their country, their king, and their 
liberties, — ^that those who had been deluded by the 
invader, should be restored to their rank, and re- 
ceive a free and absolute pardon, if within four 
days they returned to their duty, and renewed their 
oath of fidelity ,-^and that those should be punished 
as traitors, who by their actions, language, or writ- 
ings, endeavoured to excite a civil war, or attacked 
the irrevocability of the national domains, or pro- 
posed the re-establishment of tithes or feudal rights.'' 

These propositions were carried by acclamation, 
and the last of them is decisive as to the error, if 
not the criminal intention of the court, and th^ 
reasonableness of the public apprehensions* 
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On his return from the assembly, Monsieur 
reviewed the national guard of Paris. Fifty bat- 
talions filed in close order in the inner court of 
the Thuilleries amounting to nearly twenty-fire 
thousand men. As each battalion entered the 
square, the cries of " The King for ever V re- 
scmnded from every soldier. Unfortunately, at 
the moment when ih(t columns were comm<^ucing 
their march by the balcony in which Lewis was 
seated, he was seized with so excruciating a pa- 
roxysm of gottt, that his attendants were forced 
to carry him away in their arms ; and the national 
guard, after shewing the spirit which animated 
tiiem by one full shout of " The King for ever!" 
werfe dismissed to their respective quarters, 

In about an hour the pain abated, and Lewis 
^q>ressed his determination to review the troops 
of the line, consisting of six thousand ipiteii, who 
were drawn up in the Place du Carousal. Afteor 
the shameful defectiosi .<^f so many regiments, 
these were regarded with the most anxious soli- 
citude. On them depended the fitte of the Bour- 
bon dynasty. 

As they approached the gates Lewis trembled. 
He was not long kiept in suspense. The grena- 
diers of the fir^t regiment hoisted their caps on 
the points of their ^yonets, which action was 
immediately followed Vy ^^ ^be troops : but they 
uttered no shout. Lewis was evidently and pro* 
fpundly affected^ He attempted to address tl^em» 
but he could not utter a w<Mrd; he covld only 
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press his hand od his heart, and thus silently, bnt 
forcibly a|q[>eal to them. The silence of thf 
froops was regarded by eyery r^ecting man as 
Dminoufi of their approaching treachary : bnt those 
who surrounded the Monarch thought differently. 
The fears of the courtiers were dissipated, and 
they predicted the speedy fall of Bnoimparte, his 
followers, his principles, and his cause. Many 
<5f them, in the intoxication of their joy, congra- 
tulated each other, that the enterprise of Buonib- 
parte had been attempted. It exhibited, said they, 
the true character of the public feeling. It drew 
a useful line of demarcation between the good 
and the bad. They blessed the t>ccasion which 
tinmasked the one, and proved the fidelity of the 
o&er. A few days shewed the folly of this con- 
duct, and afforded a mournful and almost incre- 
dible proof of the levity of the French character, 
and the weakness of human nature. 

Taking advantage of the enthusiasm with which 
the national guards appeared to be insured, some 
of them were ordered to march to Melun with the 
regular troops, where the last stand was to be 
made against the invader* Twenty-dght thou- 
sand men were assembled at this point while the 
invadei- could reckon only sixteen thousand fol- 
lowers, and the rapidity of his progress had sepa^ 
rated the different corps. 

Had the army assembled at Melun consiirted en« 
tirely of the national guards and the honsehold 
troops, some hope might y^ have remained of 
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arresting the progress of Napoleon. The na- 
tional guard had already shewn of what it was ca- 
{Kible, when, in the preceding year, it bravely 
defended the capital against the overwhelming 
force of the allies. It had now shewn that it was 
animated by the best spirit : and as the chambers 
had declared the cause of the King to be that of 
the nation, it is probable that the guard would 
have l^-avely maintained the part assigned it. 
But to send the regular troops, whose disposition 
was so well known, and all of whom had deserted 
to Napoleon the moment his standard appeared, 
^as to present him with so many reinforcements, 
and fatally compromise the royal cause. 

The King made one last effort to recall the 
army to its duty. On the evening of the 18th he 
published the following affecting proclamation^ 
written with his own hand : 

^^ Officers anb Soldibrs ! 

" I have answered for your fidelity to all 
France. You will not falsify the word of your 
King. Reflect that if the enemy should triumph, 
civil war would soon be lighted up among you ; 
and that ^t the same moment more thantiiree 
hundred thousand foreigners^ whose arms I eoukt 
n0 longer check, would pour down on all sides of 
our country. So conquer or die ! — Let this be- 
ouT'Wimvcry. ^ 

>f A«td<you, virhoat tiiif moment Ibllow other 
standards, I see in you only deluded children. 
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Ali)jare your error, and throw yourselves into the 
arms of your father, 1 engage my faith that every 
thing shall be forgotten. Reckon all of you on 
the rewards which your fidelity and services shall 
merit. Lewis/' 

That night a grand council wa^ held at the 
Thuilleries, at which the princes, the ministers, 
and the generals assisted. The generals declared 
.that no dependence was to be placed on the army 
assembled at Mel un, and deprecated any further 
resistance to the progress of Napoleon as a use- 
less waste of blood. This was strenuously op- 
posed by some of the courtiers, and one of the 
princes ; and, if report be true, the most violent 
and intemperate language was used. The coun- 
cil broke up in disorder, and the King retired 
despairing and broken-hearted. This disunion 
among his only remaining friends completed his 
misfortunes. 

After halting two days at Lyons, which were 
employed in issuing his proclamations, and pre- 
siding at the f(&tes and balls given by the civil 
authorities in honour of his arrival, Napoleon de- 
parted for Villefranche, and reachcfd Ma§on in the 
evening. On the 15th he slept at Autuo, and on 
the 16th at Avallon. 

He travell^l in an open carriage, seldom 
escorted by more than a dozen dragoons, and 
often without a single attend9,nt. He was fre- 
^jueritly more than a league before his advanced- 
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guard, and it would have been easy for the $ina)l- 
est detachment, and almost for a single peasant, 
to have arrested him in his career, and to have 
rid. his country aad Europe of their most fatal 
scourge. 

It is said that his motive for proceeding unac- 
companied by his troops, and absolutely un- 
guarded, was, that as Lewis XVIII had been 
called Louis le Desiri (Lewis the Desired), he 
was determined to shew which was the real de* 
$irL 

, At many of the towns through which be passed, 
and at which be changed horses, he was not re- 
pc^niaed. At one post-house, an English lady 
arrived in an opposite direction at the same mo* 
ment. Neither she nor the master of the poat- 
house knew him, and she requested that he would 
permit her to have the first set of horses, as die 
was pressed for time. He smiled, and replied, 
that ^^ the object of his journ^ was rather press- 
ing top) but that he must give way to a lady ;'" 
and he waited with the utmost pati^ice until her 
d^^i^rture. W;hen she had proceeded about a 
^gue, she auet the advanced-guard, and leartned, 
X(k ln^r great surprise^ that it mm the Eaiperor 
Napoleon from whom she had received this c^ 
vility. 

A/ few po0^ frojBi Lyons he met a regiment of 
p^valry noMorching with the. avowed purpose of ^ 
posing him. He no sooner discerned the drar 
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goons at a distance, with the white standard and 
cockade, than he quitted his carriage, mounted a 
led-borse, and, attended l>y one aide-du-camp, 
rode forward to meet them. He advanced to the 
colonel, and without one word of prefM^e, or* 
dered the regiment to break into column and 
follow him. The order was obeyed as quickly 
and as regularly as if they were on parade. 

He now slackened the fatiguing rapidity of his 
progress, and as the report of his approach pre- 
ceded him^ the populace in many of the towns 
assemUed in crowds, and abandoned themselves 
to the greatest exce»sies. An intoxicated and in- 
furiated mob ran through the streets, destroying 
every (^mbol of the royal government, insulting 
every one who appeared with a white cockade» 
and even pillaging the houses, and threatening 
the lives of those who were most^ dis^guished 
for tiieir zeal in the cause of the Bourbons. But 
the moment Buonaparte appeared, every outrage 
ceased. They thronged round him ; impeded his 
progress ; and deafenied him with their shouts of 
welcome. He smiled at one ; caressed another ; 
distaibuted crosses of the legion of lM>nour among 
die most noisy and mutinous, and, as if he had in- 
tended to cast a lasting blot on this institution, he 
said to the mob of St. Jean de Losne, '' It was for 
you, my friends, that I instituted the legion of 
Immuff, and not for the emigrants p^sioned by 
imr enemies/' 
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Oa the 17th he was at Auxerre. Here he njef 
the fourteenth regiment of the line, which l^ad prpr 
ceeded by forced marches tot rapge itself under^is 
banners^ As soon as these soldiers were drawn 
up before him, they trampled under foot the white 
cockade which they had sworn to defend ^t the 
peril of their lives. Buonaparte .^miled at this 
proof of their attachment, and walking through 
their ranks, addressed himself familiarly to several 
whom he recognised, or pretended to recollect. 
He stopped before an old soldier who was deco- 
rkted with three medals. '^ And you,'' said he, 
dapping him gently on the shoulder, " hpw iong 
have you been in the service ?'* " Twenty-five 
years. Sire !'* "Ah! I recollect,*' interrupted 
Buonaparte, " we. were together at Rivoli, where 
we took seven piecbs of cannon." " Yes, Sire.!*' 
** I see that you are a good soldier, and I wiU 
take care of you.'' These conversations may ap- 
pear trifling to the reader, but Napoleon well 
knew the way to the heart of his soldiers. 

He learned here that . the sixth regiment of 
lancers had mounted the national cockade, and 
had proceeded without orders to oppose a body 
of the household troops who attempted to blow up 
the bridge ot Montereau. The king's troops re- 
tired at the approach of the lancers without ef- 
fecting their purpose. 

On the 19th at night he turned off from the great 
road to sleep at Fontainebleau, determined that 
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the palwie which had witnessed his misforttinet 
ihaaM first receive him in his success. 

Meanwhile the troops remained at Melun, and 
a battle was expected on the next day. The French 
army was drawn up in three lines, the intervals 
and the flanks being armed with batteries. The 
centre occupied the Paris road. The ground from 
Fontainebleau to Melun is a continual declivity ; 
so that on emerging from the forest a clear pro- 
spect of the country presents itself, and, on the 
Other hand, those who are in the valley can easily 
descry whatever appears on the eminence. An 
awful silence pervaded the king's army, broken at 
times by peals of martial music, which confirmed 
the loyalty of the troops by repealing the popular 
airs of Vive Henri/ Quatre^ and La Belie Gahrielle^ 
or by the voice of the commanders and the march 
of divisions to their appointed ground. 

All was anxious expectation. The chiefs were 
conscious that a moment would decide the fate of 
Ae Bourbon dynasty ; and the troops were se» 
tretly awed at the thought of meeting in hostility 
the man whom they had been accustomed to obey. 

On the side of Fontainebleau no sound was 
heard as of an army rushing to battle. If the 
enemy was advancing, his troops evidently moved 
in silence. " Perhaps his heart has failed him^ 
and l^e has retreated" was the secret ardent wish 
9f the friends of the Bourbons. 
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^ AtUngAi a, light trampling of horses becaM* 
audible. Itvapproached. An open carriagit at* 
tended by a few hussars and dragoons appeared 
on tbq skirts of the forest. It droTe down the biUf 
with the rapidity of lightning. It nearlj reache4 
the adizaoced posts, when the esoort threw d#wii 
their arms, and rushed forward to embrace tfae 
king'3 troops. Surprised at this unexpected man* 
ceuvne^the soldiers were for a moment irr^sijJutcv 
The canriage now reached them. The travelley 
wn» immediately recognised. ^' The Emperor 
for ever !" burst from every mouth. " Napoleoa ! 
Napoleon the Great !" spread from rank to rank ; 
for, bareheaded, Bertrand seated at his right, and 
jDrouet at his left. Napoleon continued his course; 
n^w waving his hand, now opting his arms to 
the soldiery, whom he called his friends^ bis cona^ 
pan ions, in arms, whose honour, whose - glori es ^ 
whose country he now came to restore. 
' All discipline was forgotten, disobeyed, and in- 
^ulted« . The Commanders in Chief took iUgbk 
Thousands rushed on his passage. Acclamatiosi 
rent the sky. At that moment his own guard 
descended the hill. The Imperial March wa^ 
play^ed : $hie eagles' were once more displayed^^^^ 
^ey whose deadly weapons were to have, aimed 
at eaoh other's Ufe, eiyibraced as brothero, raid 
joined in universal shouts. - *• 

In the midst of these greetings. Napoleon passed 
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through ^tke ivlible^ctf f lie Royal Army, aod ^aeiog; 
btiMeJf atiito head purmied bia c^ne to Paria^, 
: Lewia bad aatkipated- ^b reaalt, and at 
mie o^clock on fhe iDoornibg of the 20tb quitted 
¥Bm. Hi9 wished to- hare remained until thekat 
Mmenl^ or raitl^r to have a^vrattod the oMmng^ ot 
tbe invader ; and he ol^en repeated the noblet and 
itSeotihg lianguage which he had nsed at the mettU 
ing of the Bepnti^, '' Can I bettfer ttenainate my 
toreer of sixty yeara, than by endii^ my Kfe ih 
defence ^of my people >" But he was al length 
pMfvailed on to dqiart. 

This resoliiftion was, however, sd suddiEmly 
fonned, and exMuted with such Imste, that his 
portfolio^ containing his eorrespondenfce with the 
Bm^heas D'Angenleme for many years, w» fotmid 
an &e tebte in the apsurtment of tiiie King ; and in his 

^t*a II I I I! I i» " i ^ Pi ii»»i n i n i».T. M" '>i i < »■■» ■ w m w.| ■* ».ii|i ■ 

* M* Chateaubriand beautifully degcriVe^ this fudd<^ and 
unprecedented defection. 

' ** BtttTnaparte, placed, by a strange fatality, between the 
«iiiUdf France ttid Italy, has appeared, Kke G^n^eric; at Hie 
m ip ti tenhtflih heiMQ falkd by tbtt-ai^er>«f God. Hectio^ 
1^, bope Qf a^l t^)ose who ha4 committed, and of all ^osf wbq 
meditated to commit crimes ;•— he came, and he succeeded. Men, 
loaded with your bounties and decorated with your honours*. 
kissed in the monving that royal hand which they betrayed 
Vx tta eii^ng^ BeV^Hious subjects, bad Frenchmien, Jttjt 
$k^aUcml scarcely. b^ .the oaths wUch ^ey h^ prf3Kiir^ to 
jrou> expired on tiieir lips, wheo thiQr w^ftt> bwri9g» th^ lily oa 
ib^r beeas^, to s^atr jp€gi3ury» if I may ¥> »pc*k, t^ him whafaad 
^ 9fWa ppyed himself a.distoyal tw<»r ^d a Moiu 

Report on the State of France by M. ChattgadHfiUnd^ 

m2 
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dniwtfniref^ hiscorrespomieiioe with Lewk KT! ; 
ibswdbl which he "wmb in the daily hmbit of wmt» 
iBgi^jaDd many things cakulated to compramiMl 
the aafety of numerous indiriduals^. f 

-jBTenat this late hour, a connderabk ocol^d 
surrounded; his oanriage, and rendered him Hm 
hsMiage of tbdr sincere regrets. ^^ The Kin^ for 
eiier I'' was repeated by erery voiee^ and although 
too many of the Pari^ans bad already shewn worse 
than indifference to the royal cause, anderiesrof 
tii^fiBson had begun to be heard in every quartisv of 
M)th€atyryet no on^ dared to profane the intereati«|} 
parting of the Monarch and his subjecls. , ^' deafly 
3^€«r tear*,'' said he, ^^ I shall soon return/' i;^ 
> The Puehos of Serment was the friend of t^MI 
lalft QttMn of France, and governess of the J>uche$i 
%^:Aitgmkmd., Age, sickneasv and sorrow, h%4 
inspired to enfeeble her body and her mkid« 
Slle^iad lately lost her only daughter, who wat 
burned to death ; and she wm now reduced to a 
sMrwhiok iHmieved on idiotism. It is Ibe pleas* 
mg dvity of llie: histeriaa to reooixl diat Jbeitii 
insisted tfMttVtikis iiiifortunid:e lady should be atf4 

eMnmodated 'in his own carriage* - , . ^ 

•■ . ,_ — ■ j 

,' ^IPhe Medal contmned on one side the effigy of Lewis XVt, 
nd^ofir^^ie o^er ft femcdelcneeling and vetted, m an ^tt6tdAkW 
griS^«tidteldttg)«tiBbn»ed/ib ond hand as tmr liiliD^otfi 
ffi^f^), a%4 ahfliWl by * ™^^. wUlow. lUupd the 9i^ 
of the King, was the fdlowing inscription^ ^^ Lewis XVI, Kii)|; 
of France and Navfurre,'' andoa the reverse ^ Lament faim find! 
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*TMe iHradblwM %toofp9 aloae kad Aciffioient iejri 
4dty to atecoipany the fagitiTe.^ Tfaqr eieovted 
Ilim to the-ft-ontiers with « fidelity whicli didttem 
much credit. . * f ; ^o ^> 

^ Ettriy iiitfae raoraittg thefollcywingprodamatloii 
Hiis found placarded on the walla of Paris. 
^ Lewi9^ bnfAe Grade of God, King of France Mid 
' Nararre; io our trufirty and well-beloved thft 
^ ' Peers of JPrance, and the Deputies of the ]>epart^ 
^ ments:— ^ v 

^ Divine Providence, who recalled ua to thte 
dbfone of oar fathers, now pennite that this tbltm€^ 
iHionkl be Shaken by the defection of a part of the 
armed force who had sworn to defend it. Wt 
tf igbt avail ourselves of the faithful and patriotic 
dispositicms of the immense majority of tbe iidiiH 
fetants of Paris, to disfrnte the entnnoe of tb# 
vM^fes into it : but we shndder at the calaiifi«|ei of 
Mery description which a ccoubat widMn its liraUs 
woold> bring^ upon the citiseiM^ ^ ^ * m ),,,j 
-e We retire with a few brave men wk(ttniii4r%ite 
ami perfidy wiU not succeed in detaohidgifrpm 
tfieir^duties i and aince we camot die£(tMl bwnea* 
pital, we wiU proceed to some distoncettoiootteet 
f9rc)gs^ andltp at auother point ofthe king^k)|Jli^ 
i|pt foi^ Joving and faithful than »Gpi| 

gaad Parisians,, but for f renefaoien more adiraoe 
ttsg^mly ritnated to declare themsehrea in fevbm 

|fthe^<5^^^^ ; '^^^" 

liie e:uatrng crisis will snbsade into a calmj 
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We .have the sootfaing^ presentiment, tlmt those 
deluded soldiers, whose defection exposes our stih- 
jects to so many dangers, will soon discbver dielr 
error, and will find in our indulgence, and in 
our affiection, the recompense of their retnm to 
their duty. 

We will soon return into the midst of this good 
people, to whom we shall once more bring peace 
and happiness. 

For these causes we declare and ordain as 
^iilllows : — 

Art. 1. In virtue of the dOth article of the 
cbnstitutional chs^er, and the 4th article bf the 
second title of the law of the i4th of August, 1814, 
the session of the chamber of peers, and that of the 
deputies, for 1814, are dedared at an end. Th« 
peers and the deputies shall foilhwith separate. 

2. We contoke a new session of the chamber 
<>f peer$, and the session for 1815 of the deputiesi 
The peers and the deputies of the departments 
shall meet at the soonest possible period^ in the 
idace which we shall point out as the proviniopal 
seat of our government. Any assembly of either 
chamber held elsewhere; without our authority; is 
from thi£i moment declared null and illegal. 

3. Our chancellor and ministers are each, in 
what concerns him, charged with the execution 
of the present proclamation, which shall be cikn- 
municated to both chambers, published and pointed 
up in Paris and in the departments, and for warded 
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OF LBWI6. \ , Jflir; 

to all the prefects, sub-prefects, courts^ and tri« 
buiials of tbe kingdomsw 

Oiveo at Paris the 19th of March, in the yiear 
, of our Lord, 1815, and the 20th of our reign. 
(Signed) Lewis* 

By the king. 
The chancellor of France, Dambray.** 
When the departure of the king was known, 
astonishment and suspense seemed to have de- 
priTed the inhabitants of Paris of the power of 
action. All the authorities were withdra,wn> yet 
. the most perfect and mournful tranquillity, for a 
time, preyaikd. At that moment the battle was 
.supposed to be contesting at Melun on which 
depended the fate of France, and each party, fear- 
, f«l ofcommittingitself too soon, anxiously awaited 
the result. 

The bank continued its payments as tisual, 
without one moment's interruption. Though it 
wa3 an establishment of all others most sensible to 
the influence of political changes, it did not; sus« 
tain the slightest shock. : 

By degrees every street aud square became 
crowded with anxious inquirers. Every avenue 
to the Thnilleries was thronged. As the partisans 
of Lewis and Buonaparte came in contact, the 
nodt frightful scenes of confusion commenced. 
The friends of the King were yet numerous, .and 
. ^the cries of " The King for ever!" resounded from i, 
thous^4 voices, but they were drowned^amid th^ 
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ifdiimtod flimato *f " The EB«|>erot fbr cittr!'^: 
From mutual rq>rottche8 the diilfereBt parties pi^ 
ofjfided to blows, but the natioi»l guard iirtuv 
feted, aad by ita moderation and firmnei^ pre«^ 
vaited a dreadful effusion of blood. i 

About nooB the national guard, at the com^. 
mand of their new colonel, assumed the tri^, 
QOtoured coekade. The triumph and approach 
of Buonaparte were proclaimed, and soon iaftsPr 
W^s some of the troops who had marehai' 
Qiit to oppose the Corsieaa returned bearing Jijfc 
<l0k>urs. 

i^ It waQ now ludicit)us to observe the activity of the^ 
4i9pke^ers in removing every vestige of royalty* 
Before evening innumerable signs prettily adorned 
iritb lili^ had vanished, and a thousand eagles, 
^pfiearing as it were by magic, proudly stretched 
^heir wiiiga over the portals of the houses, 
r Ribbands ^,nd rings of a violet colour rhad kmg 
Iteen worn by the Buonapartists,and tliat interert* 
ing flower had appeared in the button-hide q£ 
some of the boldest of the cc^ispirators ; but now 
it^eemed aft if the ivhole eountiy had beealaid 
^nder ip(v»tributioa,w,to Curnish the bouqmtmbUAt 
a^oro^dj^^^^ry bo^omi or was wori^ in the Imt mtk 
1^1 the os|$Ati^t|pn of a cockade. . . ! y 

^ M two o'clock General Cxcelmaost arrivediat 
ih§ Thuillef ias^ ap4 J^elieving the natitmfal ^vmA 
t^jdbwn the, flag q£ the Bourbons and. hoisted 
%<^9lj%k.i*m«pcr* Thi* was *« signal vfor 



Digitized by 



Google 



gre«lw tumult. IfMtriM •£ ** Th^Ki«^f(&P«*e*^i« 
l^eve oo hunger beard, but crawds df the -Icr^r^ 
classes, auAprkkcipMy from the suburbs, filled IteP 
i^qpisirest vociferatiag "^ TJie Emperor forever f^ 
The more respeetaMe classes of citizens, * WeriSf 
iaactive spectators, and the national guard fire- 
served a^ead silence. '^ 

The inhabitants of the suburbs of St. MaroeaiF 
and St^ Antoine assembled in the Carousel, and 
ebdeavoured to force the gates whidi separate tbair 
square from the courts of the palace. Had tbey 
effected their purpose, the late i-esidence of Lewiif 
iMinld probably have been levelled with ibe 
ground. They were, however, bmvcly resisted 
by the natk>na] guard. . a 

, ilt leogth more numerous bodiea of trottpW 
bc^an to pour in by different and opposite ^geX^i 
and as almost every detachment appeared to esonff 
sev^al carriages, the attention of the t^rowd was 
completely occupied, and the cry was cimtinuall}^ 
mised that the emperor approached. 

AH the general*officers theu-at Paris bad set 
dutiearly in the morning with the municipal corpi^i' 
alid^aome grand dignitaries, to meet htm whom a 
ti^elvemonth ago they had branded as a tyranff 
whom the day before they had stigmatised asit^ 
itouk^r ; but whoni they professed themselVes 
^«gttr.«(y salute to day as their Bttipe<ror*. A \o^ 
t.M^i.vA :.. ■ r .- ■ - Mfn.i ,.kV V '-v\^ n\jt 

, nal^ of the 80th «Dd tlst of March, we teem to be reading the 



Digitized by 



Google 



file 6f led horses and magnificent equipAgei 
accompanied them, destined for the use of Napo- 
leon. He received them with apparent cordiality, 
bat refused to accept of their carriages, and eon* 
tinned his journey in the same spattered Tehicle 
which had conveyed him from Fontatnebleau to 
Elba, and from Cannes to the neighbourhood •f 
Paris. 

Evening approached. Double files of soldiers 
continued to pour in at every gate, escorting nu- 
merous equipages of all descriptions. In vain 
the impatient crowds expected "to behold the 
conqueror. 

At nine o'clock he entered the gate D^Enfer^ 
in his travelling carriage, almost without escoi^t, 
and was not r^ognised until he had reached the 
Thuilleries. There he was received by his sol- 
diers and by the populace with an enthusiasm 
that approached to madness. They pressed 
around him, eagar once more to gaze upon him ; 
they incommoded, they endangered him. — " My 
friends!*' he repeatedly exclaimed, " you willsuf- 
foeate me, you will suiTocate me." His officers 
then' forcibly opened a passage and bore him in 
their arms along the staircase and into the state 
apartmetits, where his sisters the Princesses Julia, 

bi(|tory of two difterent nations. In the former thirty thousand 
national guards, three thousand volunteers, and ten thousand 
students of all classes join in uttering cries of rage against the 
tyrant ; in the latter they idl blest his appearance." ' ■/} 

Report of the State of France. 
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ftnd Hoi»teiisiapjjK>iiie of bis old mmisters, losid tlie 
jd^SioeiB of his houseiK>ld were assembled to«greet 
^IM "With an aflfecttonate wdcome. ^ 

AiN^talioti of officers bivouacked rotind tte 
Tbirilleries, and did the doty of the palace. 

Thfe; weather bad hitherto been clouded and 
rtimji but by a curious coincidence, which tt^ 
superstitious Parisians did not fail to remark, the 
entry of the grand actor in this strange scene was 
at the close of a beautiful day. The night was 
stitl and bright, and the whole population, ac* 
tnaled by different sentiments, crowded to the 
Tbuilleries. 

Thus was accomplished a revdlution of which 
Hie annals 6f the world do not a^rd a parallel. It 
resembled more a theatrical iHnsion*, than an ac- 
tual course of events ; — a rewiance of the imagina- 
tion, more than the positive atchievertient of human 
^Kulttes. • ' 

^ A periodical writer has grren the folio wing^eloi 
qneot and judidoui^descitption of it. 
: ** Thejoiirney of Bo<>naparte.(for thfeinilitaty 
term marth would be misplaced) from <?antteti to 
'Paris, was without parallel in history, a»d much 
beyond the limits of proba b l e fiction . £veiy wt- 
dier sent against him joined his'force. Where re- 
sistance seemed for a moment to be threatened4t 
was disarmed by the sound of his voice. The 
ascendancy of a victorious leader over soldjiers ; 
the talent of moving armed; multitudes by a. word ; 
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172 CHARACTSK OFvT^E BEVOLUTIOIT. 

the inextinguishable attachment of an army to him 
in whom its glory is concentrated and embodied, 
were never befpre so brilliantly and tremen- 
dously exemplified* Civtltzed society was never 
before so terribly warned of the force of those 
military virtues, which are the greatest of civil 
vices. In twenty days he found himself quiefly. 
4e»ted on the throne of France, without fa«vi«g 
spilled a drop of blood. The change had.iio le* 
semblance to a revolution in an European country, 
vrh^i^ great bodies of men we intwesled in the 
p)neservation of authority, and where every bo%« 
^kes some intereirt for or against poUticid ttiita.c 
tion. It had nothing of the violence of a populai^ 
cevolt.. It wa» a bloodless aiid orderly mihtnfj^ 
sedition* In the levity with which authority was: 
ti^nsferred> it bore soma reseubfamce to aa mieibc 
tfd revolution: but the^ .total absenoe of theiief 
great chara<;teristic features, the morder and ioiU^ 
priaonment of prineea, destroyed the liken^sft. lt> 
is* in shorty an event of which the aeenecooMt 
have bee» liod by a romance writer, .bold enovfiii 
tQ have imagined it, in no other tu»e. and twuMlgn 
tbw France in ^e year 181SV ; -^^^ 

<» Edinlbaq^ Bmcmr, No; 4S, {Hge 5ia. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Deehratknofthe Congress at Vienna: — Attempt id 
: tarry bffthe King of Rome. — Treaty of the 9^5th 
^wf^March.^-^Prtparations for War. 

^ Thb itefMresciitatires of the European powers 
Qttembled in Congress at Vienna had closed their 
ddiberaticms. They had agreed on the seyeraf 
equvralents, compensations, and idemnities to 
whieh each was entitled, or, in other words, they 
had arranged the various territories on which 
each w«» to Beise and annex to his dominions. 
"Ebe four principal powers had gained all thai 
they widied<» or, at least, as mucih ai^ the jealousy 
or the poHey of their neighbours woiilff j>ermift 
them to appropriate to tbeQisefre^ ; and the sove-^' 
rdgn^ had announced their departute for their^ 
rtt^^fec^ve cajSitals, when the intelligence of tlie' 
landing of Buonaparte at Frejlis unexpectedly' 
fail TOt upon them . ^.-^-— 

To the UBdi«^ised astonishment with which 
every statesman was at first overwhelmed, sue- 
ceeded apprehension and dismay. It is true 
that the force which he had brought with him 
from Elba was feeble and contemptible, but they 
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koew not how soon the dttM^ofitented ^soldiery of 
Frasoe might flocb around his standard^ and 
Qjnable him once more to menace the peace of 
Europe. They knew nothing of his professed 
change of principles, his newly acquired moden^ 
tion, and his renunciation of all those schemes ef 
conquest and unitersal empire for which aloaelK 
aigemed to live. They only kn^w that he had 
broken the treaty of Fontainebleau which they had 
pledged themselves to guarantee ; that at the head 
of an armed force he w^ls seeking to regain the 
thirone which they had compelled him to abcBcate) 
and they had reason to fear that» successful in thii| 
^terprise,^ he would disregard the treaties b]f 
which Lewis was bound, and which renderefl 
France no longer an object of suspicion, ami terror 
to Eurcqpe, and that the result of all their delibera^ 
tions would be endangered cmt destr4>yed. It was 
therefore necepsary, by some prompt and unequi*» 
vocal Tnanifesto, to declare their resolution' to 
oppose l^im with their united forces. 

The intelUgejiftce that he had quitted EUba arrived 
at .Vienna on the 7th, and four days, of anxietg^ 
and suspense passed over before they learned hi^ 
real destination. On the 11th a despatch was ref 
ceived by Talleyrand announcing his landing alf 
Frejua, and on tl^ 13th the following declarajtiqiq; 
#aa published. 

DSCLARATION. 

'^ Tbe powers who have signed the treai^ of 
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Pwtin^ anmnbled at the coBgrefo ^ ¥iraiia> being 
infonned of the escape of NapokoA Buonaparte, 
and of bis entrwice into France vitfa an armed 
foroev owe it to their own dignity, and the interest 
of social order, to make a solemn 4eclaJration of 
tiie sentiments which this event has excited in 
thenu 

By thus breaking the convention which had 
established him in the island of E^ba, Buonaparte 
destroys liie only legal title on which his existeme 
dc^^ded ; and, by appearing again in France^ 
with projects of confusion and disorder, he has, 
deprived himself of the protection of die law, and 
lias manifested to the universe that thare can \» 
neither peace nor truce with him. 

The powers consequently declare^ That NapiSi^ 
leon Buonaparte has placed himself without the 
pale of civil and social relations ; and that, as an 
enemy and disturber of the tranquillity of the 
world, he has rendered himself liable to publio 
vengeance. 

..They declare at the same time^ that, &rmly 
i^aolved to maintain entire the treaty of Paris of tte 
SOth of May, 1814, and the dispoaitionamnotioned 
by^ that treaty, and those which they have resolted 
€ii,^or shall hereafter resolve on, to comf^teand 
to consolidate it, they will employ all their means^ 
and will unite all their efforts that the gen^^ 
peace, the object of the «kishes of Europe, and 
the;«mstant purpose of^their labours, may not 



Digitized by 



Google 



KW bfiCLAHATIOir 

if«M be traobled ; and to pit^ide agiiitiit e^werj^ 
tfttempt wfaicb nhall tbreatfn to repltti^e ikt 
world into the diBordera and iBiseries of rero^ 
lationt. 

** And although entirely persuaded ''that aH 
France, rallying round its Intimate sovereign, 
will immediately annihilate this tost attenq^ of a 
criminal and imjpotent delirium, all the sovereigns 
of Europe, animated by the SMse sentimental and 
guided by the same principles, declare, that if, 
contrary to all calculations, there should result ' 
from this event any real danger, tli^y will be ready 
to give to the King of France and to the Vvemh 
nation, or to any other government that shall be 
attacked, as soon as they shall be called upon, all 
the assi(9(ance requisite to restore public tran- 
quillity, and to make a common cause against n%. 
those who should undertake to compromise it 

" The present declaration, inserted in the 
register of the congress assembled at Vienna oii 
the 13th of March, 1815, shaK be made public. 

Done and attested by the plenipotentiaries of 
^ 'Wgh poWeni who signed the treaty of Phtiff, 
Vienna, March 13, 1815. 

ile#e Mlow the signature in the alphabetical 
.<»4w of -the courts.--^ 

Aus4aria .^HHpnee Mettornich 

Barcm Wissenberg 
...... Prince Talleyrand 

TheDukeofDalbei^g 
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Rratice ^ :•..... L^four du Kn 
Gr^at Britain . . WeHington 

Clfirticarty *^ 

Cathcart 
Stewart 
Portugal • • • • Count Pamella Siddonha Lobe 
Prasria •...•. PrmceHardenberg 

Baron Humboldt 
Rti88ia» . • . . • Count Uasumowsky 
Coimt Staeekelberg 
' C^unt Nesselrode 

Spain P. Gomez Labrador 

Sweden * • . • • . Laemenhelm. 
It were to be wished that tbis declaration had 
not beoEi expressed in tarmiB «o rancorous and 
sava^ ; terms which suited more an assembly of 
feudal chieftains than the polished statesmen of 
modern Europe-— terms which plainly contained it^ 
provocation to assassination, and disgracefully 
leagued the stiletto of the bandit, with theuii« 
stained sword of the soldier. But the prc^priety 
of a 4edwation couched in the strongest tenM 
wfaidi decency would warrant, cannot ftw' a aao» 
ment be doubted. 

The retern of JBuonaparte to Erani» at the 
head of an lurmed force, had annulled eil the rigfete 
which the treaty of Fpntainebleau had giTiQU htmt 
and had again plaeed him in a state of hostility 
with the coalesced powers^ Until he had Afiwu 
that the treaty b«fi boen^^i^f^iouidy vMated on 
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the part of the allies, ami he was again ackapw- 
ledged by the French, andre-investedby thc^ wMb 
the sovereignty, he was a »ere brigand chief; not 
indeed the proper subject of private assassination, 
but amenable to the legal vengieance of the country 
which he had iavadecL 

Much as Europe had suffored from i\». unre- 
strained ambition of this matt» and from the per- 
verted and restiess. character of tiie Fre&cb wmy, 
it was politic in tbosfe who bad been the means of 
delivering Europe, prMBpfly to declare against 
the first attcDifM, howevcar iapotent, . to retrive 
the system which tiwy had overthrown. And, 
as it bad been wbisp^ed that tbi^re were oon- 
aid«rabk nftiwnderstattdings betw^fn tbe priAr 
cipal courts ; wd Biionapwte hud affirmed that he 
l¥as secretly supported by mne of the allied 
powers,*^that Austria was hic^ assured friendj; — 
that bis return wcmld be immediately fbllQwed by 
that of the Empress, and the King ^RJmk^ — 
and that England and Russia, tired of nw, were 
indisposed to interfere in a quarrel in which they 
bad no concern; it was necessaory for the memben 
of the congress to convince the world hf some 
solemm and striking proceeding that they were de- 
termined to complete and corisolfdate the wadC 
which the)f had begun^ and tltet they twete iready 
to combat against every one as a common :^el9(^ 
who should threaten by a new 1v«r, or a new re« 
volution to disturb the general pcsaceflsf Eutope* 
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The zeal of the aHied potentates was not con- 
fined to mere declarations. On the very evening 
of the arrival at Vienna of the intelligence of the 
landing of Buonaparte, a courier was despatched 
by the Emperw Alexander to Petensburg, to 
order the immediate march of the imperial guard; 
and messengers were soon afterwards sent to the 
dominions of all the princes with instmctions to 
commence the most active preparations, and to 
-ma(rcfa every disposaMe soldier to the frontiers of 
France. 

At ttiis titte an event occurred at Vienna which 
caused consideraMe sensation. Several persons 
arrired m the villages near Schoenbrami, ^e re^ 
sidence of the little Ex-king of Rome. Among 
them was Count Monfesquiou, a near i^attve of 
the governess of the child. He contrived to gain 
admittance into the pal^e, under the pretence of 
visiting his «n;nt ; and corrupting some of the 
domestics, he formed the plan 6f carrying otf the 
son of Napoleon. The time was appointed. — 
Carriages Were ordered to be in wailSng, and re- 
lays were bespoken at every post io the ver^ fron- 
tiers of France. 

A cfaaniberittaid overheard some suspicious 
language from one of the women who attend^ on 
the young prince, and immediately fcisteited to 
the imperial palace to put the court on its guartf. 
Iii /h^ meantime, th^ police had been informed 
of 'the Whole plot, and suffered if to proceed to 

n2 
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the last moment, that they might secure all the 
accomplices. 

Eyery thing was prepared. A maid had the 
little Napoleon in her arms, and, attended by one 
of the chief of the conspirators, was just stepping 
intp the carriage, when the officers appeared, and 
the whole band was arrested. 

It was probably with the hope of the success of 
this plot, that Napoleon had so diligently disse- 
minated the account that the King of Rome and 
his mother would soon arrive at Paris. 

Onthe.2$th of March, before the arrival of 
Buonaparte in the French capital was known at 
Vienna, but after it bad appeared evident that no 
effectual resistance could be opposed to him, tbe 
following treaty was entered into by the allied 
powers. 

^^ His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, and his Majesty the 
King of Prussia, having taken into consideration 
the consequences which the invasion of France 
by Napoleon Buonaparte, and the actual situation 
of that kingdom may produce with respect to the 
safety of Europe, have resolved, in conjupction 
with their Majesties the Emperors of Russia and 
Austria, to apply to that important circumstance 
the principles consecrated by the treaty of Chan- 
mont. 

They have consequently resolved to r^new by 
a solemn treaty, signed separately by^eachtrfthe 
four powers with each of the three others, the 
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♦ 

cng^^DQ^nt to preterre agaiBfift eV^ attack the 
order of things so happily established in Europe, 
aiad to determine upon the most effectual means 
of fulfiHiog that engagement, as well as giving it 
all the extension which the present circumstances 
so imperiously call for. 

Art. 1, The high contracting parties above 
mepfioned solemnly engage to unite the resources 
of their respective states, for the purpose of maim 
taining entire the conditions of the treaty of 
peace concluded at Paris, the 30th of May, 1814, 
as also the stipulations determined upon and 
signed at die congress of Vienna, vrith the view 
to complete the disposition of that treaty, to pre- 
serve them against all infringement, and par- 
ticularly against the designs of Napoleon Buona- 
parte. For this purpose they engage, in the spirit 
of the declaration of the 18th March last, to direct 
in common, and with one accord, should the case 
require it, all their efforts against him, and against 
^1 those wha may already hav^ joined his 
faction, or shall hereafter join it, in order to force 
Jiim to desist from his projects, and to render 
bim unable to disturb in future the tranquillity 
of Europe and the general peace, under the pro* 
tection of which, the rights, the liberty, and the 
iiidq>endence of nations had been recently placed 
andsiecured. 

2. Although die meaAs destined fpr the at- 
tainment of so gxeat and salutary an object, ou^ht 
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the' higfa contracting: parties lave remised tovdb* 
T^te thchreto all tkoae iKeans^ which in their teepee^ 
tive aituations they are enabled to diipase of; 
thejr have^ nevertheless) agreed to keef ^oni^antly 
in the field each a force of one hundred and fifty 
thousand nren complete, including cavalry in the 
profkortion of at least one-tenth, and a jttfit prsk- 
portion of artillery^ not reckoning garrisoaS) and 
to employ the same actively and conjoiBtlytogaiiMt 
the common enemy. 

. 3. The high contracting parties reciprocally 
engage, not 1;p lay doi^n their arms but by 
enB^mop eonsent, nor belore the object of the 
war, designated' in the first article of the present 
-treaty^ shall have been attained, nor until Buonar 
^arte shall have been rendered absolutely unable 
to crsate diAut^bance, and to renew hm atteonpts 
to possess himself of the supreme power* in 
Fiittce. . 

4. The present treaty being principally ap- 
plicabfe'to the preaeni cii^cumiMancte, thestipu- 
letiass af tbe treaty of Chaumont^ atHJ-parteeulwrly 
4faMe contained in the sixteenth article of the 
aaflserShali be again in force as toon as the object 
^actually in i^^te shall have been attained^ 

5. Whatever; wllttes to the oommaml mi the 
combined armies, to supplies, &c., shdl Jbe ve- 
Ifulated fay) a paiiticiilwconventiDn^ 

A. The hi^ cotttmctiog parties shall be al- 
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k^ed Nipectiyely to ^ecredit to ^generals 
coAnnniiding'^eir anaiM, t>Aoan wlto shall hat^ 
the liberty of correspondiiig with their gxiTem* 
metkia*, for the purpose of giriiig i«feniialion of 
military evimia, and of e^ery thing relating to 
the aperationa af the armiea. 

7. The engagements aUered into, fay the pre*' 
sadt 'treaty haTing lor th^ objeet ^kt main«» 
tmanee of the general peace, the high contracting 
parties agree to invite all the powera of £urope 
to accede to the same. 

8. The present treaty haying, no other did in 
view but to support France, or any other. country, 
udiich may be invaded, against tbe^enterpriaes of 
Boom^rte and faia adherents, his Most Christian 
BAgesty shall be specially invited to accede hare* 
linto; and inthe^vait of his ms^sty jrequiring 
the forces stipulated in the second artkle, to 
nnke known Ivfaat asabtanee ciivumstancea will 
allow him to bring forward in furtherance of tlm 
oli^ect of the present ti'ealy • 

Separate Article. As ckcunistances might pre- 
ymt his Majesty the King of the Utnted Kingdom 
<tf'Cbreat Britain: and Ireland Cnoiai heai^ig'CcmK 
etamtty in the.field the numbw eflfoopa specified 
in the second Artidci it is agreed that his Bri^ 
tanmc Majee^ ahall have the c^tion^ eilliBer of fntr-* 
nisliing his contiageiM in men, or of paying at tha 
rate of thirtjr p<wnda stevlkig per anaund for emh 
earaky^soldkc^ and tiMity pclunds per annum far 
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eachuittfymky soMieri tivat tnay i^ wtiiithiig» to 
csomplftie the nateber stipialated . id * tkh ^ iiicc ift i 
Article; • - 

In tMtiinoliy whereof 4lie mpeelive Hesr^iab. 
tentiaries fauTe signed and sealed the aame/^ 

The 8th Article of the treaity ^hidi iniites the 
axicesskm of the king of France, seemed to inclode 
t deten»ination in the AlHes, not merely to attack 
the usurped power of Buonaparte, but to reinstate 
the Bourbons on the throne, thus intarfering inth 
or denyingthe right of the French to choose tlieir 
OWE ftxrm ^ef goveitment. 

To fon^any particular dynas^ or form of go* 
Temment on a people is inconsistent with the fun- 
dameiital principles of the Britisb constitution, and 
the liberal policy on which it has been the pride 
of England iever to aet : whaa^ therefore, the rati- 
fication of the treaty by the Prince Regent was 
sent to Vienna, the following explanatory <kcta- 
ration accompanied it,-r*Hip declaration highly hon- 
ourable to the British govwnmimt. * i 
' Dbc&abation. 

The Undersigned^ on the exdiange of the raii- 
ficatMus of tiie Treaty of the 25th <rf March last, 
on tke part of his Court, is hareby command^ to 
deelarey^hat'tke 'Sth Article iof tbe said Traaty, 
wheran his Most Christian. Majesty is Jnvited to 
accede :und<^ cartaio stipulatkmsi^ is to be imder- 
stoMtvtt bindiag 'the Contracting Parties upoo 
principles of mutual ^mcwtityi to a oomoion effort 
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agaiwtiidit power- of Ni^ielmn^ BcMaafiarM, is 
p«mn»i)ott of tbe 3di Article «f liie said TraBtafrlMt 
is not to be nnderetood as binding his Britemilc 
Majesty to prosecirte the war^ with a iriew of Im- 
posing upon France any particular govemmantv - 

However solicitous the Prince R^^ent mulst be. 
to see his Most Christian Miyesty re^»red totfae 
throne^ and however anxious he is to cotttritnUe, 
in conjunction with his Allies, to so auspiomusaii 
erent, he nevertheless deems himself called ^poa 
to make this declaration o«iftbe€xcfaaii|pe ofthe 
ratifications, as well in consideration of what is d«ie 
to his Moat ClH*istian Majesty's interests in France, 
as in confoimily to the principles npett whiohthe 
British gareroment has invariahly regulated ite 
conduct/' 

Had it not been Iknr this 8tb objectionable ar«^ 
tide, the poliey of the Allies in limiting their^iif* 
terferenioe to the simple exclumlm of Buonaparte 
was much to be commended, and wa& cakuktted 
to ensure the ultimate success of thtir cmdartaking'. 
It was putting it to the proof whietber the French 
preferred him with a war to any other ehi^f with- 
out one. ' Unfortunately it was the prei^n^ii^ 
opinion in Prance: that the otfaject of the eoftless^^ 
powers was tosopport the camse of divine and ^lo^ 
ditary right, and that it was more a crnsade ag^iM^ 
the {HTineipIe, ^at the pieople possess the id^bt a§j 
judging fdrthemselvess than aeonibderaey ag^tflsth 
the taknte and ambition > of Napeleon. THu 
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opinsen, perhapst was not altogetibar.unfotmded ^ 
hf tkotigli it will pfeieiitty be frttempted to he 
proved that 'ww with Ns^ioleon wm juatiMbiey 
and even necesaaty, yot the ooaduet of mme of 
the allied fM>yereigQ» has indined many reflecting 
men to suftpect that their motiyes were not abso. 
lately pure. 

A notifieatioii was sent from Vienna on the part 
of the continental sovereignis (who unluckily had 
neither money nor oredit), thirt although tht treaty 
caotained the eiLpresaion of their ardent wiahea 
and «ettled determination, they were uttiariy un- 
able to act with effect against the cinnmon enemy; 
unless Great BritM|i would afibrd Ike necessary 
sdbsidies. Russia confessed that mdk wib the 
disposition and political state of Poland, that not 
a regiment could adrance thj^QC unless itsplfcce 
was supplied hj fresh troops from the interior. 
P^russia could place no dependence on the Saxon 
troops, or on the population of Saxony, whras a 
considerable army must be employed in obeerviag, 
and therefore required a» imBttedtate subsidy to 
raise and equip new regiments : and Austria; 
threatened with a war in Italy whocb wonld em- 
ploy all her usual resources, could not ftirnish her 
contingent without the asmitance of a ooMtdttntvle 
sum. 

The appeal ^as not made in vttn. Tin BmtiA 
ministry was determined* on wav; md linglnBd 
was once moire : compelled to pay hear meMenaij^^ 
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and oCtett ftuthlew aJUea ior figMMC; tbtur ows 
baltles, nad defeodkig thek own cause: A Mbaidjr 
of &yn ittiUioss ims iiDiDediateIy'graiit€d,to bedi^ 
vided into ^qual proportiani^ among the three gre«t 
powers^ and to be paid by monthly inataUn^nta. 
Excuaes were not wanting aoon to increase thia 
enormous sum, and to drain from Britain, evisry 
guiqea wbtch fUm could affords or cauld be cajoled 
to give4 

Being thus iurnisl^ with the sinews of war^ 
the exertions of the continental powers were ujb«- 
bounded. Every road was thronged with troops 
hastening by forced marches to the Sambre and 
the Rhine. One corps followed another in *end«> 
less successieoi, and the whole population of £u^ 
rope seemed to have risen in arms to overwhelm 
and destroy the disturber of their peaces The 
ircHigress wias removed from Vienna to Fra&cfort, 
a oity conveniently sitaated near the probable 
theatre of war. 

On the &th of April the. Empeim* Alexander 
levMwed a ooasiderabk faoclyiof itusskft tmops, 
and tiddressed them in tkke foHowiogteraM. 

f^ Brave warriors ! the honour andtbe glory of 
tibe great empire, with which Providentie i»s in*- 
tKUstedflse! your Emperor comes once more to 
{dace himself at your bead. He summons yon a 
sttoondtime totbe defeiuee of.luimanity and the 
CMHMn lif hta of Europe, winch NapoleoB, (the 



Digitized by 



Google 



188 PRElPARATIONS 

vile and criminal artificer of fraud, has dared again 
to threaten. Abusing our clemency, and yiolating 
those treaties which ensured to him a sacred 
asylum, the perjurer has succeeded in deceiving 
anew the hopes of those nations who had forgotten 
his atrocious cruelties and his insatiable am* 
bition. Let us hasten to join the invincible pha- 
lanxes of our allies, and deliver France from 
the eternal scourge of the human race, who once 
more governs it contrary to the wishes of every 
reasonable and peaceable inhabitant of that 
country. 

Soldiers ! the sacred league which at present 
unites all the people of Europe, and which ought 
to guarantee them from all oppression, we know 
how to defend, and we will defend if, if neces- 
sary, to the last drop of our blood. 

Alexander is among you- You will always 
see him choose the path of true honour, that 
which leads to the happiness of mankind. This 
will entitle him to your confidence and love.'' 

Scarcely had the monarch ceased spelling, 
when the shouts of * Long live Alexander the 
Great,' and * Death to the tyrant,' spread' from 
rank to rank. 

If we excuse the not very courtly names that 
are applied to Napoleon, this speech isoertairiy 
creditable to Alexander, and contains scmie senti* 
ments which, if they characterized Ihe govern* 
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ment of his own empire, would render that in- 
hospitable clime the abode of liberty, virtue, and 
happiness*. 

* The historian has giveu this specimen of imperial eloquence 
<m the authority of the " BuUetin de Paris." If the reader has 
some litde doubt of its authenticity^ the document with whick he 
is presented in this note^ will probably appear more apochrypbal. 
It first appeared in the Piedmontese Gazette, and is quoted as 
authentic in the publication just referred to. It is said to have 
been written by Alexander himself, and is inserted here as a 
curious specimen of royal correspondence. The frank acknow- 
ledgment of the; grand error of the former campaign is honour- 
abje tp the candour of the writer. This letter is likewise im- 
portant^ if genuine, as containing a developement of the real 
intentions of the Allies again to force the Bourbons on the French. 

"My Dear Brother and worthy Ally. 

- Providence, who sports with the designs of men, has per- 
mitted the peace of Europe^ for which, a few mcuiths ago, wc 
paade sp many sacrifices, to be again, disturbed by Napoleon 
Buonaparte, who owes his political existence to our generosity, 
and his life to our clemency. Because we were luiwilling to ac- 
custom the people to see the blood even of those who had governed 
ill^timately flow, we determined to obs^ve scrupulously the 
Arties of the tia^ of Fontainebleau. But I reproach my- ' 
self with having been the involuntary cause of all the evils which 
threaten^ to overwhelm your unhappy kingdom, Ifod t not 
listened to the sugg^tions of a false delicacy, you would not have 
been compelled to abandon your people and your ci^tal, and 
the league which we have renewed by a solemn^oath, would not 
liaif^ bo^. necessary. 

Unhappy monarch! will your people be always blinded by 
the delusions of a revolution which has cost them so ipuch blood 
and so naany tears ? Will Frenchmen refuse to render homage to 
theKingofFranoB? 
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The following proclamation of the King of 
Prnssf a bi*eathesr a noble spirit : 

" When in the hpur of danger I called iny 

Tlittt people sd'totiglitened and «nce so genewms and magna- 
ntmoiin, x!a0!i it prefer the gt>venifiieiit of Napoledti Buons^parte, 
to 1^ legitimate authority of a fother, and the sinoere kr?e of a 
descendant of the Great Henry ? 

No ! Every good Frenchman laments 3rom> absence^ and sighs 
for the return of its sovereign, that affectionate parent who idone 
can restore to it peace and prosperity, and reconcile it witti every 
crvtfized nation. 

My arms, and those of coalesced Europe, are ready to eater ioto 
your kingdom under your immediate command. We lAiall d! 
combat under owe and the simie standard, that of the liliest That 
banner without spot wiU not be dishonoured by us. In France we 
shall feel and act like FFcnchmen. Your people will be regarded 
by us as brothers. We will sofitai ea tanch as^ may be in our 
power the kiconvenieHcies «ad suffering? vi^iicii an army of eight 
iftnidfed thousand men must necessarily bring in its trflin. E 
is importMit for us not to alienate the hearts of your subjects, and 
iMt to restore t^ you a cr^own which has cost them many sacrifices. 
But if >FronchmeR shouid be loomd sufficiently blind tb oppose 
our pr^^^resi, we have detertnined no longer to listeato the voice 
ofdenency, but once for all to purge France from tleose mttbi- 
4iou»naen, i^ho #ish to perpetuate the troubles of Europe. 

Our cause is that of Heaven, because it is that of justice. , To 
f^ender to the wOi4d the repose after which it sighs, and to render 
tiMt repose s(^ sAid (hirable,«^t<i i^^rtore to all -soVcrci^ ^dr 
tigbts^md pre*ogaiive8,-*aod to you my resjsected brotfier , your 
crown and your dominions, this is the object of our enterprise, 
and we h«ve sworn that vre wiH n<*t lay down our arms tilHhat 
4il3ject be iLttairied. 

(Signed) Alexander. 
J)aied Schoent^nn^ jipril 10, iSlS. 
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people to arras to combat for tlM freedom and in^ 
d^iendeuce of their country, t^ whole mms nt'^ 
the yoQtb; glowing with erairiation, thronged 
round my sfandai^ to bear with joyful selidenial 
Qimsiral hardiEdiips, and reaotved to brave death 
itieif. Then ^le best atrei^th of the people im* 
tftpidly yarned the ranks of ray brave Midiera, 
and my generals led with me into battle a boat of 
bcrees^ whahavc shewn themselves worthy of the 
names of Uieir lathers, and heirs of Ibeir gk^. 
Thus we and our allies, attended by victory, con- 
qvcvwl tbe capital of our enemy. Our banners 
waved m Pfetris. Napoleon abandoned his au- 
thority. Liberty was restored to Gennany, se- 
curity to Dirones, and to the world the hope of a 
durable peace. This hope is vanished. We must 
i^ain march to the combat. A perfidious con- 
spiracy has brought back to France the man who 
for ten successive years inflicted on the world un- 
utterable misery. The people confounded have 
not been able to Of^ose his armed adherents. 
Though he, while still at the head of a consider- 
able armed force declared his abdication to be a 
voluntary sacrifice to the happiness and repose of 
France, he now regards this, like every other c<hi^ 
yention, as nothing. He commands a horde of 
perjured scddiers who wish to render war eternal. 
Europe is again threatened. It cannot suf- 
fer the man to remain on the throne of France, 
who loudly proclaimed universal empire to be the 
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object of bis continually renewed wars ; who con- 
'founded all moral principles by bis unceasing 
breacb of faitb, and wbo can therefore give tbe 
wprld no security for. his peaceable intentions. 

Again therefore arise to the combat. France 
itself needs our aid, and all Europe is allied with 
us. Vmted with your ancient companions in vm» 
tory;and reinforced by the accession of new brethren 
in arms, you go, brave Prussians ! to a just war, 
with me, with the princes of my family, «id with 
the generals who have always led you to victwy. 

The justice of the cause we defend will ensure 
our success. Arise then, with God for your sup- 
port, for the repose of the world, for order, for 
morality, for your king and your country/' 
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CHAP. VII. 



Jimm^.qf the King to Ostmd.-^IiHmnent Danger 
to which he was, eiposed.^^Unsucces^ut Mission of 
the JDuke 4if Bourbon to La Vendee.'-r'Hermd J8e- 
hamour qfthe Duchess ofAngotdeme at Bourdeaux. 
— Surrender (^ the Duke ^'Angoukme. 

. On the 2001 of Mftrch. at five o'clock in the 
afternoon, the Kjng arrived at Abbeville without 
any military escort. There hq proposed to wait 
for the ; household troops which followed, corn-* 
nianded by Marshal IVIatcdooald. His calm, aad 
dignified appearance disarmed the rancour of every 
Bufon^partist) and the inhabitants received him 
with acdaviations/ The King attempted to ad- 
dress them from 4<e window of the house at which 
he. lodged, but his feelings overpowered him. 
He pr€ssedhii9;hand on his hearty bowed and with- 
drew. 

. The military who lined every, street maiptai^a^ 
a deep silence. They respected the virtues of the 
monarch too much to insult him in hisn^isfortunes ; 
butwl^n they returned to their barracjks they en- 
thttsiastically touted ^^The Emp^w lor ever!'' 

o 
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His Majesty was much fatigued, but ere he had 
tasted the repose which was so necessary, Macdonald 
appeared and urged him to proceed on his journey 
without delay, alledging that from what he had seen 
of the disposition of Ihe garrison, he would not an- 
swer for the consequences, should the household 
troops arrive before he quitted the place. The 
King reluctantly ascended hk carriage, <q[^pre8sed 
by much mental smd bodily pain. 

On the 22d at one o'clock he arrived at Lisle, 
where he had determined to collect around him 
all who were faithful to his cause, and awatt-ilte 
result of the invader's attempt. The scene at 
Abbeville was repeated. A considerable propor- 
tion of the inhabitants welcomed him with enthn- 
siasm,l)Ut the garrison, which 4^onsisted of sevei^ 
regiments, preserved a sullen and obstinatte 'i^^ 
lehce. The king- would have addressed them, 
aiid endeavoured to recall them to the allegiancie 
which they owfed their legitimate sovereign, b*it 
he was eiitf€;ated n6t to eicpose himself to unneces- 
sary imrutt and danger. Lewis^ would then 4iave 
dismissed'them from Lisle, and permitted them -to 
m^rch and join Napofeod, but *he was aasnrad 
by Mar^al Mortier that this would be the signal 
4br r^olt)i a»d probably for smae oiitra^<ed^ at- 
- lemptagaimt his person. » ^ t. . • 

' Marsha M^rtter had been de^eive<il in ^ 
^atael^r^f thegdrpison4 and had Iwitedftes^e^- 
ingtyiii^ittte^ttyv It was only «i few dajifr befint 
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that he had wdered these r^ments to return to 
Lisle, whence they had been lately removed. 
Buonaparte, in his official papers, afterwards 
hinted that this manoeuvre had been purposely 
effected to prevent the occupation of Lisle h^) ihe 
household troops, and to preserve the town for 
the Emperor. But the historian is unwilling to 
attribute such deliberate treachei-y to an officer of 
Mortier's high reputation, and who now professed . 
such devoted attachment to the King. 

Had it not been for this unfortunate measure, 
Lewis might have found an asylum for a little 
while on the French territory. The national 
guards, the household troops, und the patriotism 
of the inhabitants would have afforded him efiec* 
tual security. But this would have kindled die 
torch 6f civil war, and exposed his country to 
Aggravated and probably useless sufferings. 

On the same day, the declaration of Ihe Con- 
gress at Vienna was received. The King imme- 
diately ordered it to be placarded on the walls, and 
distributed among ttie soldiers, that they might 
perceive what would be the fatal consequenpes of 
Hieir treason, and the inevitable calamities which 
4liey would bring on their 4!ountry. But this, &r 
from alarming the troops^ or disposing them to 
return to their duty, exa^qperated : tbran lo tibe ut- 
most^ smd tb^ formed the rnddeni and desperate 
'resolutkdl of ^^dngien thevpenron of theKii^, and 
i»«rryiiigihitt^prisoaer to th^ camp of iNapoleon. 

o2 
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News now arrived that the Duke of Beni ap- 
proached with the household troops and two 
Swiss regiments. The garrison no sooner heard 
this; than they assembled tumultuously, and seemed 
ready to execute their daring purpose. Mortier 
hastened to his majesty, and urged his immediate 
departure, declaring that he dreaded the result 
If that departure was delayed a single hour. In 
half an hour Lewis was on his journey towards 
Ostend. Mortier accompanied him to the gates 
of the town, and immediajtely returned with the 
Duke of Orleans to endeavour to restrain the 
violence of tlie troops. He found them enraged 
at being disappointed of their prey. They fiercely 
attacked the Duke of Orleans, and it was with the 
greater difficulty, and at the hazard of his own 
life, ihdA Mortier rescued him jErom their fury. 

The househiJd troops passed throtagh . Abbe- 
ville in their journey towards Lis]e. . The 
impetuosity of the. Duke of Berri had there 
nearly proved fatal to. him. A regiment of cbas- 
seturs was in garrison in the city. As the duke 
rode along the ranks, and e^eavoured to recall 
the soldiers to the loyalty which they owed their 
sovereign, he was exasperated at the obstinacy 
with which they continued to shout " The End- 
perot for ever !** One of the officers particularly 
distinguished himself. The Duke of Berri in a 
momentary trani^ort of passion struck him. The 
officer immedialdy i)uittedthe ranks and charged 
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upon him.; but the other officers threw them- 
selvps j^fote him, and rescued the duke from his 
attack. . It was deemed prudent for the royal 
party to r^ume their march without delay ♦. 

Being informed that his Majesty had quitted 
Lisle, thfey determined not to enter the town, and 
this determination probably prevented a dreadful 
effusion of human blood. 

Turning from Lisle they directed their course 
towards the frontiers, but many of them being 
unable to support the fatiguing rapidity of the 
march, were dismissed at Bethune; and those who 
reached the frontiers declared to the few officers 
who were desirous to take them further, that they 
were Frenchmen ; — that they had sufficiently ful- 
filled their duty to their prince, — that their dearest 
interests were at stake, and that nothing should 
induce them to pass the frontiers. They accord- 
ingly returned to Bethune. 

* The following account of this transaction, published by 
royal authority, affords a curious specimen ot the different ways 
oftelling the same story. '• ' ' 

While the Duke of Bern ivas at Bcriliitine, a c^t. of teac^n 
arrired at one of tiie goteft of tfae town, He.rpd^ Vff to them 
and ot^red tbem ifi form ia order of batlje. One pf the lancers 
caUed puit « The Emperor for ever !' The duke put his hand on his 
sword.; the lancer had the audacity to put his to his sabre. His 
royal highness, in a manner worthy of him, immedtttily TUsflfed 
forward, and opening hi^bi-east, said**^ Trait«it4.i^k€ ifyou 
dire th6 heart df a Bowcteio,"- The |ptt«ripiwK^%,f?ll at 



Digitized by 



Google 



19& EXPEDITION t^T 

On the 24th Lewis arrived at Ostend conipletciy 
enfeebled by anxiety, disease, and fatigue. He 
was accomiianied by a few officers only. The 
next day be publicly attended mass, but he looked 
very ill and depressed. At the close of the service 
the congregation respectfully waited till his Ma- 
jesty rose to quit the church, and as he passed 
along the aisles, rendered him the unfeigned ho* 
mage of their tears. 

The Duke of Bourbon, the most popular of all 
the French princes, except perhaps the Duke of 
Orleans, betook himself to La Vend^ to endeavour 
to rouse the dormant affections of the friends of 
royalty in that district. The people were disposed 
to second his views, but he had to contend with 
the prompt and vigilant administration of Na- 
poleon. On his arrival at Beaupriere, he sum- 
moned the inhabitants, and powerfully and suc- 
cessfully appealing to their best feelings, engaged 
them to sanction a proclamation requiring every 
man from eighteen to fifty years of age to take up 
arms in the royal cause. Great numbers imme- 
diately flocked to his standard, but they were un- 
armed and undisciplined, and ere they could be 
rendered effective the troops of Buonaparte ad- 
vanced against them. The general of Napoleon, 
acting under the express orders of his master to 
avoid as much as possible the dreadful appeal to 
arms, despatched a herald to the duke, to re- 
monstrate with him oh the folly of op^posing his 
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raw and l^asty levies against the veteran troops 
vi^hich were marching upon him, and offering an 
amnesty to his folio wei^, and passports for him- 
self and all who chose to accompany him, if he 
would abandon the enterprise. After mature 
consideration, the duke was convinced of the in- 
utility of resistance, and receiving safe conduct 
for himself and forty of his officers, proceeded to 
Nantes where he embarked. 

The Duke and Duches? of Angouleme were at 
Bourdeaux. The inhabitants of the maritime 
towns had suffered most by the protracted wars of 
the revolution. Their population had been thin* 
ned; their commerce had been destroyed, and 
thqy were almost driven to despair. They there- 
hre wflpomed the return of the Bourbons with 
the utmost enthusiasm. The Duke of Angouleme 
h^d lateTy visited all the ftouth^m provinces, and 
h^d inspected the fortifications of Bourdeaux, and 
ib^ Bordelese had expressed great anxiety to see 
amotig them the daughter of their former re« 
vered sovereign. 

On the 2d of March the duke and duchess 
lurriyed 9t Boyrdeaux. They were received with 
cries of jay, and with the ardent benedictions of a^ 
countless multitude which bad poured in from 
^very ^ighbcHiring town. 

On tliie &th a fi§te was given by the merchante. 
In the midst of the fertivitjes a courier arrived 
^kUk jdespidd[ie9 for the duke, co^jtaini^g the fear- 
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ful intelligence x>f the landing of Napoleon. Hid 
royal highness was unwilling to throw a damp on 
the public joy, and concealed the purport of the 
letters, deferring until night his departure for 
the south, where he imagined his presence 
might be necessary. At midnight he quitted 
the city. 

In the morning the Duchess communicated the 
news to the magistrates, and in the course of the 
day the intelligence was made public through the 
city. On the following day all the civil and mili- 
tary authorities came, uninvited, to offer their 
protestations of attachment, and to renew their 
oaths of fidelity. The national guards were called 
out. Places were appointed for the enrolment of 
volunteers, and almost the whole* population of the 
town demanded arms, some to defend their native 
city should it be attacked, and others, eager to 
march to the most distant department against the 
invader. The officere of the troops of the line 
declared that they would answer with their heads 
for the garrison of Bourdeaux and the neighbour- 
ing forts. 

Meanwhile the news became more disquieting^ 
Buonaparte had advanced unresisted to ^Lyons. 
The national guards and volunteers were more 
eager in their professions oY ardait devotion, but 
arms and ammunition were wanting, and only a 
few hundreds could be regularly embodied. As 
the progress of the invader became known, the z«al 
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of the troops of the line evidently cooled, and cries 
of sedition began to b« heard in some of the 
barracks. 

The superior officers, however, daily Mraited 
on the Princess and renewed their assurances of 
loyalty ; but she remarked that the conraiandant 
of the fort of Blaye, an important out-post, had 
not appeared during some days. Orders wei'e 
sent to require his attendance. Two days passed 
and he came not. A general was then despatched 
to examine the state of the fortress, andfeport the 
disposition of the garrison. He returned and re- 
ported, that the place was in an excellent state of 
defence. " But why,'* asked the Duchess ^' did 
he not obey the orders which were transmitted to 
him several days ago, and repair hitiier ?*' " He 
did not answer me on that point,'' said the gene^ 
ral, ** but he will be here to-morrow." 

On the morrow he appeared. He offered a 
slight apology for his apparent disobedience ; an4 
being required to renew his oath of fidelity, 
muttered some indistinct and unmeaning sounds^ 
with which the Duchess, unwilling to proceed to 
extremities, thought it prudent to appear satisfied. 
She, however, consulted with the governor of 
Bourdeaux on Hie propriety of removing the pre- 
sent commandant from Fort Blaye, and replacing 
him and his troop by others on whoija she? could 
rely. The governor acknowledged that tins was 
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detrirable, bat hinted that it was absolutely im« 
practicable. He was ordered to attempt it. 

To have despatehed a battalion of the line to 
^Bapoisess their brethren would have afforded 
them an opportunity of shewing that disaffectioUf 
which be suspected they Jsecretly cberiis^ed. The 
afiair was therefore committed to some national 
guards; a sufficient number of whom were sent 
to occupy the fort for a short time, but not enough 
to attempt the i^eduction of the place, should 
die garrison attempt resistance. This prudent 
measure prevented the effusion of blood, and pro* 
bably preserved the city firom destruction. The 
national guards were refused admittance to 
the fortress, on which the tri-col<Nired flag wad 
now hoisted, and they returned peaceably to 
Bocprdeaux. 

At that period M. Lain^, the president of IbB 
chamber of deputies, arrived. He immediately 
published the following proclatnation. The spirit 
of patriotism which it breathes demands that it 
should be rescued from oblivion. 

*^ In the name of die French nation, and as 
President of the chamber of deputies, I enter my 
protest against the decrees by which the usurper 
of France pretends to pronounce the dissolution 
of the chambers. I declare in consequence tibrt 
all the proprietors are released from the pay*- 
ment ci contributi^ms to the agente of Napoleon 
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Boonaparte, and that every family it forbidden to 
aai^st him in raising any armed force, whether by 
means of conscription or enlistment. 

After so atrocious an attempt oii the libertiet 
of Frenchmen, it becomes the duty of all to main* 
tain individually their rights. Long ago released 
from their oaths to Napoleon Buonaparte, and 
bound by their vows and their oaths to their 
country and king, they will render themselves op- 
probious in the eyes of the nation and of posterity 
if they use not every means in their power to op- 
pose and to defeat the invader. History, by pre- 
serving the lasting memory of those who in every 
country have refused to bend to tyranny, covers 
with shame and disgrace, the citizens who, for- 
getful of the dignity of human nature, submit to 
be the miserable agents of despotism. 

In the persuasion that the French hre suf- 
ficiently impressed with the importance of their 
liberties and their rights, to impose on themselves^ 
the most sacred of all duties, I have pulitished the 
present protestation, which, in the name of the 
honourable colleagues over whom I have presided, 
and France whom they r^resent, will be de- 
posited in the archives, to be produced when ne- 
cessary to the confusion of the tyrant. 

P. S. Having read in the hall of sitting the 
proclamation of the King on the 20th of March, 
at the moment when the soldiers of Napoleon 
Buonaparte entered Paris, I am arrived at tiie 
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department which deputed me. I am at my post 
under the orders of the Duchess of Angouleme, 
occupied in preserving the honour and liberty of 
6ne part of France, and anxiously wailing until 
the rest shall be delivered from the most odious 
tyranny which ever menaced a great nation. I 
will never submit to Napoleon Buonaparte ; and 
he, who has been honoured with the situation of 
president of the representatives of France, aspires 
to the honour of being the first victim of the 
enemy of his king, his country, and liberty/* 

Encouraged by his spirited assistance, the 
Duchess redoubled her efforts to inspire the Bor- 
delese with loyalty, and to place the town in a 
posture of defence. A magazine of arms was at 
length discovered, and numerous bands of volun- 
teers were equipped, who were animated by the 
best spirit, and who loudly expriessed their de* 
termination to defend the city to the last ex- 
tremity. 

General Clausel, commanding the troops of 
Napoleon, now approached. Picquets were sent 
out to guard the bridges which were situated on 
the principal roads ; but some of them fled after a 
short resistance, and the rest went over to tWc 
enemy. 

The Duchess summoned the governor in great 
haste, and, willing to spare the town from the 
horrors of a bombardment or a siege, declared 
her resolution to march out at the head of the 
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garris6D, and attack the foe. Against this the 
goyemor warmly remonstrated, assuring her that 
he could not answer for the^delity of the troops. 
" Then," replied she, " the national guards and 
volunteers are sufficient. They are eager for the 
combat, and on their good resolution I can surely 
rely/* It wds answered, that if the national guard 
and volunteers passed the river, the garrison 
would follow, and placing them betweeni*two 
fires, cut off every man. The Duchess hesitated* 
^^ Is it then,*' said she, ^^ impossible to employ^ 
or even to rely oa the neutrality of that garrison^ 
for the fidelity of which you pledged yourself so 
lately?** "Impossible.** " I will satisfy myself,*? 
said the heroic princess. " Assemble your troops 
in their respective barracks.** The governor in 
vain represented -the danger of this proceeding; 
" I did mit ask you, sir!'* saidf she, "if there 
would be danger. I only require you to obey my 
orders.** 

She alighted at the barrack of a regiment of 
infantry, and, placing herself in the centre of Ihe 
square, addressed the troops. She painted in 
lively colours the character and designs of the 
invader, and the dangers which threatened 
France. She reminded them of the oath which 
they had taken, and urged them to share with the 
national guards in the honour of combatting the 
rebels. A mournful silence succeeded. 

Again she addressed them, ".Will you. not fight 
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ior the dwighter of your fcingr " No! nor 
isesoanded from every rank. ^^Will yon then 
remain neutral if the national guard and Tolun* 
teers advance to the attack ?*' " No I" they again 
replied. Tiie Princess burst into tears. ** Will 
you then betray me, and give me up to my 
enemies ?** " No !" said they, " but we do not 
nosh for a civil war, and we desire you to quit 
France/' 

Although foiled in her first attempt, the Princess 
would not despwr . She proceeded to the barracks 
of the other troops ; but her eloquence was exerted 
without efiect ; her tears flowed in vain. One 
officer alone yielded to the call of honour. *^ This 
is too much !^^ said Jie ; and sheathing his sword 
he placed himself by the side of the duchess and 
exclaimed, *' I will follow you every where.*' 

Seeing that resistance would now be unavail- 
ing, her next care was to i^eserve the town from 
pillage. She hastily returned to the quay on 
which the guards and volunteers were assembled. 
They received her with enthusiastic shouts and 
eagerly demanded to be led against the foe. Si- 
lence was at length procured, when she thus ad- 
dressed them, " Sweair all to obey me !'* *' We 
«wear," was the unanimous reply^ " Brave 
Frenchmen!** she continue, " faithful Borde- 
iese ! I entreat you to think no longer of de- 
fending the city, yo^ are not supported by the 
troops, and your efforts will be useless.** 
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The trodps ^f OeMral Ostniel were «t UkAn 
moment drawn up on the other side of the river* 
The gaards and volnntews, as if actuated by one 
impulse, fired on them n ToUey. Fortunately It 
did no execution and was not returned. ^* You 
have sworn to obey me" exclaimed the Duchess. 
^* ItenMin faithful to your oatii. If there be any 
disgrace it will fall on me. I will be answerable 
to the king and to France. The sacrifice which 
f require of you is as terrible to my heart- sto to 
yours ; but it is the only means of saving the 
city.*' With difficulty she was allowed to depart, 
and she returned to the palace. 

•She had no sooner quitted them, than the utmost 
confusion prevailed, and some of the national 
guards, irritated to madness, fired on their officers 
who they suspected had betrayed them. Two or 
three lives wwe now lost. 

A herald was immediately despatched to Gene- 
ral Clausel, entreating him to suspend his attack, 
as the Princess was pr^miing to depart. He 
r^dily consented, and guaranteed the safety of 
the city. The Duchess prepared for her depar- 
ture on the following night. But new alaroM 
aucoeeded^very moment, and the fermentation ift- 
oreased an^ong the volunteers. Crowds of people 
with green cockades ran through the streelb 
.denouncing vengeance against the adherents of 
Napoleon. The national guard was ashamed to 
join in these tumults, but it did not repr^^ss theni, 
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and the troops were prudently confined to their 
barracks. 

The best friends of the rpyal danse now 1m^ 
ened to the Priqcess, and besought her to depart 
immediately*: She .acceded to their request, and 
at eight o'dpck on the s^me eTeniog' embarked 
on board a small vessel which the Engliiribi con- 
sul had stationed in the myer for her use. 

Many pf the inhabitants foltow^ her to^ tiu& 
shore, cliip^iog round her^amients, and urging 
her to r^iiain. They then besought >er to bestow 
on them s<ane parting token of her regard which 
they might treasure up with fond repienibranjce^ 
and they separated, satisfied and thaj^ful, when 
her shawl, herribbam^, her featherp, were <mt 
into shreds and dkAributed amoog them. 

The foljQwing pi:oieIiMii«tibh *was^ ontht ncait 
morning, found placarded on the ^walls^ - 

" Brave Bordelaifrl: 
, Your fidelity is weH kBiown »ta> me. * ¥o4r fe* 
votion unlimited <l0^ ii#t pevmit you* to fo^nesee 
any danger t} but.my attadiKient for you and for 
efvery Fmnchmste direetstne to fori^ee it; ll]y 
utoy in your city bi^ngproloi^ised might aggra^ 
vajte^rcnimstanoes, and bring doim;upoa you -the 
ireigfat<>f vei^ance. I have Aotthe^cofirageto 
|>ebold Fi^encbraen unh^py, aod to be the oddse 
of th^r misfortunes. : (£9 

1 leave. yon, brave Bordelais ! deeply penc^ted 
with the septime^ts yoin ha^e espressed) fOad 
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assure you that they shall be faithfully traasmitted 
to the King. Soou with God's assistance and un* 
der happier auspices, you shall witness my gra- 
titude and that of the prince whom you love. 

(Signed) Maria Therbsa/' 

General Clause! now entered the place without 
Opposition. The garrison hoisted the tri-coloured 
cockade and received him with acclamations; 
the national guard submitted in silence ; and not- 
withstanding the apparently universal feelings a 
few houni before, in favour of the Bourbons, an 
immense crowd assembled round the gates and 
welcomed him with shouts of joy. 

The Duke of Angouleme proceeded to the south 
of France, and for a while fortune seemed to 
smile on his exped|i^iQn. Some regiments of 
the line followed him with apparent fidelity, and 
bis little army increased to more than six thou* 
sand men. In his first encounter with ttie troops ^ 
of Buonaparte he met with considerable success ; 
but being betrayed by those irt whom he con- 
fided ; tbe loyalty of the troopa being seduced ; and 
numerous corps of the enemy approaching him 
on every side, be was constrained to surrender to 
General Qilly. His force was sufficiently re* 
spectable to ensufe hcmourable conditions. An 
universal amnesty wi^s granted. The lives and 
; ]|jr^erty of hia followers were secured, and the 
Duke received safe convoy to Cette, where be was 
to embark for Spain or j^ngland.. 
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He had scarcely set oAt on his jourtiey when 
General Grouchy arrived, and assumed th6 chief 
commandof Napoleon's troops. Imagining that 
the former commander had exceeded his powers, 
he ^ould not permit the Duke to proceed to the 
place of his destination, and despatched a courier 
to Paris for instructions. Buonaparte could iK)t 
refuse to accede to the terms ilrtiich had been 
granted by General Gilly, without subjecting 
himself to the utmost opprobrium j but he adroitly 
s^i^ed the opportunity of giving a colour of gene- 
rosity to what was merely an act of justice. He 
wrote the following letter to Grouchy, and with- 
out adverting to the convention already agreed 
on, acceded to its substance ; but made the further 
, and illegal demand, '^thaft*' ^iis Royal ' Highness 
should engage to insist on Ihe restitution of the 
crown jewels, which had befen tarried away by 
Lewis. 

" Count Grouchy — The* ordiiiancc of the king, 
dated March 6, and the declaration, signed by 
^ his nainisters on the l3th at Vienna might autho- 
rize me to treat the Duke of Angouleme'as that 
ordinance and that declaration proposed to treat 
me and my family ; but adhering to the Tiew:s 
which induced me to order that the members of 
the Bourbon family should be permitted to leave 
France freely, my intention is, that you should 
give orders for conducting the Duke of Angou- 
leme to Cette, where he shall be embarked, and 
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that you watch over his safety and protect him 
from all bad treatment. You will merely take 
care to recover the money which has been re- 
moved from the public chests, and to require 
the Duke of Angquleme to bind himself to the 
restitution of the crown diamonds, which are the 
property of the nation. You will also make 
known to Wm jthe enactments pf the, laws pf tl^e 
natipjial ^sisemblies, whi^h are rei^evi^ed, . and 
w,hic|? fqjply.^o the members of the family of 
<Bojji]|[^oja w^^ ythfe French territory, 

^You will^ in my name^ thauk the national guards 
J^r t|be .patriotism aind zeal which they have 
manifested, and the attachment which they have 
shewn to me in these important circumstances. 
\(Siigned) . .Napolbon/' 

JPalace (Kfth^T^uilleries^ Aprjil 11. 
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CHAP. VIII. 



-firit Acts oflfdpokon ; — Reoiezv of the Ifrot^s^ ;— 
Replies of Napoleon to various Addresses ; — JWe- 
dom of the Press ; — Abolition of the Slave Trade ; 
--^Institution dfa National Education ; — Private 
Feelings of Buonaparte ; — His justificatory Ma- 
nifesto ';• — Examination of it i^-^Defence of the 
JVar; — Prorations of Nape^on. 

Napoleon was reinstatied oa the imperial 
throne ; but much was yet i^ bd dont: The 
errors of the ^ former goYernment, and the de- 
lusions which he and his party had so indus- 
triously propagated, had alike contributed to his 
success. These delusions would ere long be dis- 
sipated/ and all the calamities with which his 
return menaced France, would soon be apparent. 
His only hope of security lay in rallying round 
him the yarious political parties into which FraiN^e 
was divided. To eflTect this purpose he Iftd, 
while at Lyons, selected aa his confidential mi- 
nisters the heads of what was termed theTepttb- 
lican party, but ^ho had abandoned tbdnr ^ex- 
travagant notions of liberty, raid bad becolne. 
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friendly to a limited monarchy. While they 
formed an efficient part of his ministry, he gave 
an unequivocal pledge that his government would 
be disgraced by no arbitrary and tyrannical 
measures. 

On the morning of his arrival at Paris, an in- 
terview took place between him and Carnot, the 
consistent and fearless opposer of granny. Their 
first conversation wa3 » very singular. " You/* 
said Napoleon, ^^ are the only man who told nie 
the truth before my reverse^/' 

•^ Sire !** replied Carnot. 

*' Sire !*' interrupted Napoleon with tears in his 
eyes, ^' Let me entreat you to drop that distant 
ceremonious word. Call me your old comrade, 
your friend !" 

^* Do you wish,** continued Carnot, " that I 
should again speak the truth V^ 

^* I reqijire it.** 

" Well, thea France will aijd piust have a free 
constitution/* 

<* I will give it her ; I ^m detertnined she shall 
haveit.'^ 

la the course of their conversation Napoleon 
IM^knowledged that he bad acted wrong. He de- 
plored the mania of conquest which had led him 
into su<ph fetal excesses, and renounced the idea 
pf th€^. grand empire, and a military govern- 
ment He, however, demanded some sacrifices 
frow Cvnot and W& ^pai^ty. Pp reqyijred ftat 
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they sbpula reliriqiiish ttie sternness of ihe re- 
publican character ;. ?inci that Carnot should' ac- 
cept a iitle of hobflityj.as a proof of their being 
content with a hmited monarchy on a representa- 
tive basis. To thi^, the man who had never 
unbent the rigidity of his principles, at first ob- 
jected, but'after a consultation with his friends, 
he was induced to acquiesce, and by this means 
all the distinctions of constitutionalists, moderates, 
and jacobins, united round the throne of Napo- 
leon, from whom they expected a charter of ra- 
tional liberty ♦. 
' •' 1 " . • ' . . - ... * * 

♦ Caraot was the son of a respectable lawyer at Nolay. He 
early entered the artillery, and although he distinguished him- 
self by several scientitic publicadons, yet such, under the old 
regime^ were the obstacles to .rising toeril, if upgupported by 
courtly patronage, that he had attained no higher rank than 
captain at the age of thirty-six. In 179I, he was chosen a 
member of the legislative assembly, and became a zealous and 
conscientious repablican. In the following year he voted for the 
death of the unfortunate Lewis, and althougti the injusti^ of 
the sentence cs^inot be dbubted> no one ever accused th^ honest 
intentions of Carnot. In 1793, he was sent as represeattitive of 
the nation to superintend the operations of the army of the north. 
He there displayed his cliaracteristic decfsion, by cashiering 
one of the generals* on the field of battle, for retinng beWrti tHe 
enemy. He then ntUied the troops^ placed hims^l^ ati tt^r 
.hfisAy f^d turning the fortuae of theday, led the^ oatp vic- 
tory. He was afterwards appointed a meipber of the conpiittee 
pf public safety, and became a colleague of tl^e execrable 
Robespierre. He, however, confined himself to the duties' of 
lu8 own dqpurtmeni, mid dixected the movements of ttie tatdies* 
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How far Napokon was sincere in his renuncia- 
tiQta*of his former despotic principles, will be disr 
cussed presently. It cannot be denied that he. 



without having the least concern or influence in th^ bloody 
scenes which were acting in the interipr. When he did iaterfere 
it was to ttoften the ferocious decrees of his colleagues, and rescue 
the prey from the destroyer. For this he incurred the deaily 
hatred of Robespierre, and was devoted to destruction as soon as 
the war should terminate, or any reverses attend the French 
arms. 

It has been asked, why he did not renounce all connexion 
with these monsters. The question is difficult to answer. It 
admits only of this solution, that by confining himself strictly to 
the war department, he was employing his unrivalled talents for 
the benefit of his country. No man possessed, to such an ex- 
tent, the confidence of the generals, the soldiers, and the people* 
His administration was one uninterrupted career of brilliant 
victories. Had he resigned, 'a lea^ able man would, probably, 
have filled his place, and who would have aided rather than re* 
pressed the murderous purposes of his colleagues. 

After the fall of Robespierre, he £xposed himself to consider- 
able obloquy, by defending many of the i^ents of that monster's 
cruelty. He advocated the cause of Billaud Vasennes, Collet 
d'Herbois, and others who w^sre a disgrace to human nature* 
He did this, not because he approved of their conduct, as his 
enemies insinuated. He had often publicly and violently ac- 
cuse them, (t had been his unceasing aim to unmask their 
characters, and hurl them frou^ the stations which they abused. 
But he now qaw that a spirit of re-action and revenge was abroad. 
If these tt^en fell, thousands would follow. The bleeding 
wounds of his country wo^ld again be torn open, and the horii. 
rible scenes of the worst ?era of the revolution would be re-acted. 
He saved them from the fate which they merited, and having 
ideati^ed himself w^th thei^i, voluntarily shared their disgrace. 
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succeeded in impressing on his ministry the belief 
that he was sincere, and with some of them that 
impression was permanent. 

He retired from public life until J795> when he was again ap« . 
pointed director. In 1797, the par^ to which he belongeds and 
who would have limited the aggrandisement of France to those 
limits which nature pointed out, was vanquished. Rather than 
plunge his country in civil war, or sanction those measures of 
ambition which be foresaw must be ultimately fatal to France, 
he exiled himself to Switzerland, though he was offered the 
support of the army of his virtuous friend Moreau. 

When Buonaparte returned from Egypt, he remembered the 
talents of Caruot, and the many obligations under which he lay 
to him, and recalled him to power. He was once more placed 
at the hea^ of the war department, and the conquest of Italy 
and Germany were soon the proofs of his skilful arrangements* 
But the ambitious character of Nappleon then b^gan to be dis- 
played. Camot remonstrated with him in vain, and disdaining 
to be the base instrument of tyranny, again retired to the bosom 
of Jiis family. ^ * 

In I80€, hei*ras chosen member of the tribunate. Here he 
distinguished himself as the fearless opponent of every arbitrary 
measure. He voted against the assumption of th^ consylf^e for 
life : and in 1804, after privately using eyerj argument tq dis- 
suade Napoleon !Vom his ambitious purpose^ he stood alone In 
the tribunate, and opposed the motion to confer x)n Buonaparte 
the imperial dignity. <« Shall we,'* said he, " because this 
man has restored the peace and prosperity of' his country, re-:' 
ward him with the sacrifice of her best interests,'— the veiy 
Fiberty which •we are ^teful to him for preserving ? Shall we 
replace the pride and heroism of the masculine republican 
virtues, by ridiculous vanity and vile adulation ? Shall freedoni 
then be shewn toman that he may never enjoy it? Perpc^ 
tuaUy pres^tei to bim> is it a fruit which he may never reach ? 
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CJarnot unequiTOcally declarer, in his expos^ of 
his political conduct, that he beliered, and that 
he still believes, that the Emperor came with the 



Has our common nature been so much a stepmother as to make 
the most pressing of all our wants, that one which we must' 
never gratify. — No ! — 1 will not consent to regard this greatest 
good, so universally prized above all others, except as one 
without which all others are mere illusions. My heart tells me 
that liberty is practicable, and that a free government is more 
easy, and more stable than the gloomy stillness of despotism." 

When the tribunate was suppressed in 1806, Camot once 
more returned to private life, and all intercourse with Napoleon 
was at an end. Eight years were now spent in the pursuit of 
his favourite studies, and in the society of his family, and those 
friends wha dared to brave the displeasure of the Emperor by oc- 
casionally visiting him. But when the fortunes of Napoleon were 
on the wane, preferring even the government of the existing 
tyrant to the horrors of a new revolution, he again offered hift 
services, and spoke to him in a language so firm and frank as 
to astound all the servile instrun\ents of his unbridled ambition* 
The letter is short, and is a model for an honest subject to hit 
sovereign. , . 

" Sire ! — So long as victory crowned your eagles, I kept 
myself to my studies in the closet, and employed myself in the 
education of my children. Now that* she appears to abandon 
them, and that you have need of devotion, I hasten to offer my 
services. Do not disdain them, though thqy are those of an old 
soldier, above sixty years of age. He can rally round your 
«agles mapy Frenchmen, undecided as to the part w^iic^ they 
ought to take. It is yet time. Sire \ tp obtain an honourable 
peace, and to jegain the love of the people, which you havt 
lost, . , . 

January, 1B14. Carnot/' 
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Unfeigned Ji^ite of piteservixig peeice, and goyeni- 
itngipkt^ujiMy. H^ traces to the pFeseing dangere 
wbkh tbreaike»ed him from the confc^deracy, '^ the< 
extraordinary and forced measures which de- 
viated from the line which he had traced for 
himself, and from that system of moderation^ 
wbich he had at first announced, and which ia 
my (Caraot's) opinion he faithfully intended to 
Keep. 

We easity delude ourselves into the belief of 
what we wish to be true. Although Napoleon 
well kjaew that he had deceived the French people 
by asserting that he was supported by the Aua^ 
trians, he yet hoped that Austria would ultimately 
prove his friend. He could not conceive that 

In forwarding this letter, Camot said to a friend to whom he 
shewied it, that it would either send him t© the Chateau de Vin^ 
cenneSf or give him a mark of the Emperor's confidence, which 
would be auspicious to the return of moderation and freiedom 
for France. 

Napoleon was pleased with this npblc sincerity, and, though 
he could not immediately bring himself to rec^ve his former 
^rdy monitor as his confidential minister^ intrusted him with 
the defence of Antwerp^ Camot soon rendered the town im- 
pregnable, and continued to hold it until the complete re-esta- 
blishment of Lewis, when he surrendered it to him and adhered 
to the constitutional charter, Lewis offered him a place of 
honotir and confidence, but perceiving, or fancying that he 
perceived a determination. i^ the court to break the conditions 
on which the royal family was restored, he declined all connexion 
with the Boyrbons. 
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Maria Louisa and her son were riot cet*tain pledges 
of an alliance which hacJ only been broken by d 
momentary exasperation. His ministers partooli 
of these sentiments, and flattered themselves^ witii 
ihe hope that the disasters of their country were af 
an end ; and that they should art length be per- 
mitted to enjoy that rational liberty for which they 
had contended a(o long, and sacrificed so much. 
They ho^ed that th6 powers of Europe would 
leave them, as they had often protested they wotiltf, 
to choose the government which suited them, pro- 
vided they reitaained faithful to the stipulations 6f 
tbe treaty of Paris. 

They were overwheltfied with stii^prise and dis- 
may when, on the very day in which they had en- 
tered on the functions of their office, the declara- 
tion of the allies arrived at Patis. At first they 
doubted its authenticity, and the ufrusual and fe- 
rocious style in which it was composed warranted 
their doubts. But when the proofs of its genuine- 
ness crowded upon them, they saw the precipice 
on which they tottered. They had., however, pro- 
ceeded too far to retreat. They had bound them- 
selves to the fate of Napoleon. They were 
shocked ht the glaring proof of his duplicity 
which this ihanifesto unfolded, and they feared 
that all his protestations of moderation and patri- 
otism might be equally false. At their first 
meeting the blush of shame tinged his cheek. 
JHe ^ndut'ed without reply not only their angry 
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glances, but their undisguised reproofe and me^ 
naces. He condescended to solicit their ad vicC; and 
besought them not to forsake him. In truth, they 
could not retract. One alternative alone presented 
itself, they must either disunite the confederacy 
which threatened to overwhelm them, or by rally- 
ing every Frenchman round the newly esta- 
blished throne, repel the blow which was aimed at 
their independence. It was immediately resolved 
to pubKsh a vindication of the conduct of Napo- 
leon in reseizing the throne ; to state to the world 
the moderation of his views, and his determina- 
tion to abide by the treaties already formed ; to 
transmit direct overtures of conciliation to every 
European court, and to propose to the acceptance 
of the French a constitution which would sa- 
tisfy every friend of liberty, and endear the Em- 
peror and hij( government to the hearts of his 
'liubjtect^. 

* Ifi thfe' mfean time, Napoleon made his first 
public appearance, and reviewed his troops. On 
ifce day' after his entry into Paris, he ordered all 
the soldiers to assemble in the Place du Carpuse]. 
He was received by them with an enthusiasm which 
would haVe been aflfecting and sublime, if love for 
their country had inspired it. It would have 
1>iEre» ekcutoble, and even praise- worthy, ifdevo- 
"ti<in to their general had not blinded theti to the 
"Consequences of his enterprise. Unhappy men ! 
they tttoiight not that after having been the prin- 
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cipal instruments of his success, tfaey would be- 
come its first and most deplorable victims* T 

Aftef haying passed through the ranks, an4 
noticed every soldier whose person he recollectedt 
he formed them into a square and thus addressed 
them : 

*' Soldiers ! I arrived in France with six hundred 
men, because I calculated upon the love of tbjb 
people, and on the remembrance of the veteran 
soldiers. I was not deceived in my espectation. 
Soldiers! I thank you< Glory like that which wfe 
are about to acquire is every thing to tiie people^ 
and to you ! My glory is, that I have known and 
valued you! ^ ^ 

'* Soldiers! the throne of the Bourbons wa&ill]^- 
gitimate, because it was built by the hands pf 
strangers ; because it was proscribed by the vow 9f 
the nation declared in all our national assembtUeft; 
because, in short, it offered a guarantee only to 
the interests of a few men, whose arrogant praten<» 
sions were opposed to our rights. Soldiery ! th^ im- 
perial throne only can secure the rights ^ J^c 
people, and above all, the first of our intftrei^tSK- 
our glory. Soldiers ! we are now to m^r^h to hunt 
from our territories these princes, auxiliaries to 
strangers; the nation will not only second m^ in 
our protestations, but will follow our impulae. 
The French people and I calculate upon yoyu. 
We will not interfere with the affairs of foreign 
nation^) but woe t<> tfipse ^ bo aliall interfere with 
ours!" 
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rTiie r^d«r;mll not fail .to^ remark the address 
with which Napoleon attributes his success to the 
love of the people^ and represents his army merely 
^8 .aii^iliariea. The official journal enlarged on 
.this a few di^ys- afterwards. " When he pet foot on 
the territory of France, by whom was Napoleon 
followed?; By a handful Qf faithful soldiers. .His 
name gtlone was an ?trmy. To whom did he, first 
jPrese^t lipase! f? To the old companions of his 
gloryt to the regiments of the line, to armed 
bands? No! but to the cultivators of the land,— • 
to the inhabitants who ran from all parts to throw 
themselves on his^march, — ^to the municipalities, — 
to the public functionaries, — totheupited popula* 
tion of every ag^ and sex, which pressed around 
him. This population was permitted to count his 
' feehle b$M^dy ito approach his person,' to listi^n to 
his discourse, to ii,now the object of his enterprise, 
and the means which he possessed; and it was 
from .these popple that the firgt cries of **The 
l^mperpr for ever !'* proceeded. He was apknow- 
liEtdged by; the, people before he met a single 
soldier. ; The historian will record this truth. He 
.will msirk it as the distinctive character of the 
presH^nt revolution, and the true cause and expla- 
.jnation of a rapidity so astonishing, and a success 
without opposition.'* 

, While it cannot be denied that the peasants 
. wei;e too well disposed to welcome the return <ofNa- 
^ pQ]eQjat> yet " the historian will record,*' that from 
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tbe shore of Cannes, ivliere cnrkmly assembled 
the first crowd of spectators, to Grenoble, whe#e 
the disaffection of the army assured the sncoess 
of bis enterprise, the population which crotrdad 
upon him/ although inunense, contained Dopmb* 
He fanctionary^no minister of any rdigTon,a}snMBl 
nuniber of merchants, and a few pri^etonk 
The assemblage consisted of the lowest classes ibf 
society, who are geneiliHy realdy to hail evfery 
change, and whose opinion has, and ought tci have 
little weight in the* decision of public affairs. 

As Napoleon was about to conclude his ha- 
rangue, General Cambronne arid' the ofifeers of 
the guard bf the battalion of the isde 6f Elba ap- 
peared," with the ancient eagles of the guard. The 
Emperor continued and said to the soldiers — ' 

" These are the officers of the bafttalion that have 
accompanied me in my mrsfortunes. * 'Every man 
is my friend. They are dear to my heart !*^Every 
time I beheld them, they brought before mjf eyes 
the different regiments of the artny, for afribng 
these six hundred brave feU^ws are meh from 
every regiment. They have recalled to myi me- 
mory those glorious days of which even^the me- 
mory is so dear, for they are all covered with 
honourable scars gained in memorable battfegft In' 
loving them it was you. Soldiers ! the trhol^Frtench 
army that I loved. They bring you back your 
eagles. Let them serve you as a rallying^ point. 
In giving them to the guards I give theinto the 
whole army. 



Digitized by 



Google 



224 NOBL£ CONDtTCT 

'^ Treason and unfortunate events h^d covered 
th^n with a melancholy veil, but^ thanks to the 
French people, and to you ! they now re-appear 
resplendent in all their glory. Swear that they 
shall always be present wherever the interests of 
the country shall require them, and that traitors, 
and those who would wish to invade our territory 
shall never endure their sight/' 

" We swear it !*' exclaimed all the soldiers with 
enthusiasm. 

At the conclusion of the ceremony Napoleon 
intimated to M. D'Affry, Colonel of the Swiss 
guards, that on the following day he should re- 
view his troops. The colonel coldly replied that 
he should do his duty, and retired. He imme- 
diately assembled his officers, informed them of 
the orders which he had received, and requested 
their advice. Without hesitation they all an- 
swered, " Do what duty prescribes.** 

On the 22d some regiments were drawn up in 
the square of the Carousel, and Napoleon at the 
head of his staff approached to review them. As 
he passed along the ranks he missed the Swiss. 
An aide-de-camp was despatched to require the 
instent attendance of the Colonel and his troops. 
. " I acknowkdge only the orders of the King/^ 
•aid the colonel with much sang-froid^ and the 
aide-de-camp return^ with the message. Napo- 
leop bit hk lips, but was silent, and the review 
was concluded. 
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The colonel was then invited to appear at 
the palace. He immediately complied, expecting, 
but dreading not the coming storm. As he en- 
tered the hall of the marshals, two officers pre* 
sen ted themselves, and demanded his sword. He 
drew it, retreated a few steps, and placing himself 
in a posture of defence, exclaimed " Let the 
bravest of you take it !** 

This unexpected resistance disconcerted them. 
He again sheathed his sword, passed the officers 
without, opposition and was introduced to the pre* 
sence of Napoleon. 

" Wherefore,'^ fiercely asked he, ^ have you 
not obeyed my orders ?" 

" Because I acknowledge only the authority of 
the King and of the Cantons.** 

** Know you to whom you speak ?** 

" Yes, I am addressing General Buonaparte/* 

" You are addressing the Empefor of the 
French, and in that title I order you to repair to 
the square of the Carousel^ with your regiment 
that I may review you.** 

" General ! J have already had the honour to 
inform you that I will i-eceiv^ the orders of the 
King alone, to whom I have sworn allegiance.** 

" You took the same oath to me five years ago.** 

" You released me from that oath by your'ab- 
dication.^ . 

** I would have you recollect yourself.** 

Q 
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^' You will have the goodness to recollect that 
I belong to the Cantons/' 

** I will reduce them to submission/* 
" You will not easily reduce three hundred 
thousand men resolved to lose their lives rather 
than their liberty/' 

" Yet you were reduced by th6 Austrians/' 
" And we were relieved by Williaun Tell/* 
^' Enough)'* said Napoleon, and turned to one 
of his ministers. 

The officers who thronged the apartment had 
listened with astonishment to this conversation, 
and doubted not that it would end in the arrest of 
M. D'Affry ; but Napoleon was too politic to 
give vent to the rage with which he waa almost 
suffocated. The colonel was suffered to depart, 
and shortly afterwards, when eieveral attempts 
to seduce their allegiance had failedt the Swiss 
were permitted to return to their native country. 
A few days afterwards he received addresses 
from his ministers, the council of state, the mu* 
nicipality of Paris, and every public body. Hk 
answers to some of them, if they were sincere, 
would immortalize him. 

To his ministers he replied, *' The seatimeots 
you express are my own. AU for the ns4:ion ;-— all 
for France :—that is my motto.-**Myself and family, 
whom that great people have raised to the throne 
of the French, and whom they hate maintained 
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there notwithstanding political storms and vi- 
cissitudes, we desire, we deserve, we claim no 
other title/' 

The address of the Council of State was re- 
markable for the independence of its language, 
the caution which it gives Napoleon for the regu- 
lation of his future conduct, and the conditions 
on which alone it pledges itself to support him. 

" Thecouncilofstatein resuming their functions, 
conceived it a duty to make known the principles 
which form the rule of their opinions, and of 
their conduct. 

The sovereignty rests in the people. The peo- 
ple are the only source of legitimate power. 

The emperor is called to guarantee anew, by fresh 
institutions, for whichi.he has pledged himself in 
his proclamations to the army, and to the nation, 
9ll the liberal principles, individual liberty, and 
the equality of rights, the liberty of the press, the 
abolition of the censorship, the freedom of worship, 
the voting of taxes and laws by the representatives 
of the nation freely elected, the inviolability of na^ 
tional property of every origin, the independence 
and irremovability of the tribunals, the responsi- 
bility of the ministers, and of all the agents of 
power. 

For the better conservation of die rights and 
obligations of the people and of the monarch, the 
iiational institutions shall be viewed in a grand 

q2 
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assembly of the representatives, already announced 
by the Emperor/* 

Napoleon answered, " Princes are the first citi- 
zens of the state. Their authority is more or less 
extended according to the interests of the nations 
whom they govern. The sovereignty itself is 
only hereditary because the welfare of the people 
requires it. Departing from this principle I know 
no legitimacy. 

" I have renounced the idea of the grand em- 
pire, of which during fifteen years I had but 
founded the basis. Henceforth the happiness 
and the consolidation of the French empire shall 
be all my thoughts.** 

Is this the man who a twelvemonth before had 
proudly said to the legislative assembly, '^ I am 
the throne. The representation of the people is 
vested in me. The nation is mine.** Had he 
learned wisdom in the school of adversity ? Was 
he now become the patriotic prince, who recog- 
nises the rights of the nation, and only wishes to 
reign by them and for them ; who regulates his 
pretensions and his projects by the interests of his 
people, and the honour of his neighbours? 
Rather (say his enemies, who judge of the future 
by the past) it was a chameleon who assumes the 
colour of the moment. It was a serpent who con- 
ceals under bis beautiful scales, a deadly poison. 
He now flatters and promises, said they, because 
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he is feeble, but let success crown his enterprise, 
and he will again trample on the liberties of 
France ; he will again lead his soldiers to plun- 
der and carnage, and will glut himself with 
the blood of those by whom he has been hu- 
miliated. 

Which party reasoned rightly posterity must 
decide *. 

In the line of his march from Cannes to Paris, 
Napoleon had encountered but a small part of 
the population and of the army, but the ex- 
pression of their sentiments was clear and 
decisive. 

The Moniteur of the 24th published the follow- 
ing account of the proceedings of the different 

* The President Seguier refused to go at the head of the court 
of Cassation to present the address to Napoleon. He. was sent 
for on the next daj, to the Thuilleriesy and the Emperor in the 
public lev^e reproached him for his conduct. 

** General," replied Seguier, " I cannot serve two masters. I 
belong to my king." 

Napoleon was offended at the title of General, and required 
that he should be addressed as Sire ; but to this Seguier could 
not be induced to consent. 

" I dismiss you from the bench," at length exclaimed Na- 
poleon in a rage, " and order you to leave Paris this very 
day." 

** You only hasten my departure by twenty-four hours," re«* 
plied the magistrate,- <-< for I had made preparations for departing 
to-morrow to my estates."— *—rtiii^#. 
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corps of the army and the disposition of the 
general msiss of the people. 

The Dnke of Belluno (Victor) marched on 
Paris with the troops of the second division . W hen 
the regiments learned that the Emperor ap- 
proached the capital, they successively adopted 
the national colours. The Dnke of Belluno with- 
drew, and the whole division continued its march 
re-united under its ancient colours. 

In the third and fourth divisions, notwithstand- 
ing the eflforts of the Prefect Vaublanc, and several 
generals, the officers and soldiers have all assumed 
the national cockade. Colonel Jacquelimot, aide- 
de-camp of the duke of Reggio (Oudinot) has this 
day brought the addresses of thediflFerent corps, and 
given them to the Emperor during the parade. 

" The Duke of Albufera (Suchet) and General 
Girard did net wait the news of the progress of 
the Emperor's march, and all the troops have 
united to the great joy of the whole of the inhabit- 
ants of Alsace. Thus the national standard 
waves in this province as in Burgundy and 
Franche-Compte. 

Lieutenant-General Pajol had planted at Or- 
leans the tri-coloured cockade when Marshal St. 
Cyr, arriving in that town, ordered him to be put 
under arrest. The troops having unanin^usly 
declared that they would march towards their Em- 
peror, and that they participate in the general 
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feelingB of the army, the marshal ordered the gates 
to be shut. The brave cuirassiers of the first regfi- 
ment burst them open and Marshal St Cyr 
disappeared. 

Rouen and the whole of Normandy have re- 
assumed the national colours. Britanny, and 
especially the town of Rennes, have di^layed the 
greatest enthusiasm. The troops of the fifteenth 
division marched immediately to attack the Duke 
of Bourboi^ who left Angers on the 20th. 

The proclamations of the Eknperor must have 
arrived in Poitou on the 23d, asA notwithstanding 
the efforts of the Bourbons who shewed them- 
selves there om the 22d, the national colours will 
be hoisted by the people of that district, who are 
not forgetful of the benefits conferred oa them 
by the Emperor. 

Lieutenant-General Clausel is ^ooe to com- 
mlmd at Bonrdeaux, which town the Duchess of 
Aogouleme has quitted. 

It appears according to the last couriers arrived 
from Marseilles, that the white cockade was stiU 
hoisted in that city. Enrolments of one thousand 
five Jiundred men had been formed there to march 
against the Emptor. The Marshal Prince of 
Essling (Massena) endeavoured to keep down the 
public mind, abd the troops were bursting with 
indignation at seeing the people abused and agi- 
tated by the agents of troubles. Theae moi^ 
tnents will have ceased on the news of the entry of 
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the Emperor into Paris, which arrived i^t Lyons on 
the 21st, and must have been known in Marseilles 
about the 23d. 

The inhabitants, and land and sea forces at 
Toulon have displayed the most lively enthusiasm, 
and assumed the national colours. 

The presence of the Comte de Lille (the king) 
and the princes of his house still prevents in the 
departments of the north the expression of the 
sentiments of the people and of the troops. Forty 
thousand men have quitted Paris for the north. 
The advanced-guard under General Excelmans 
will be to-morrow at the gates of Lisle.*' 

This correct and candid statement was on the 
whole highly favourable to the cause of Napoleon, 
and satisfactory to his friends. 

Intelligence now arrived from Vienna, that 
Maria Louisa had formally renounced the title of 
Empress, and to give an unequivocal proof that 
she was for ever disunited from her husband, had 
laid aside the green livery of Napoleon^s family, 
and had appeared in public in the green and blue 
livery of Parma. This was indeed a fatal con- 
tradiction to the falsehoods which had been dis- 
seminated respecting her return, and, unexplained, 
reflected no credit on the feelings of a woman, 
who in this critical conjuncture of her husband's 
affairs could be persuaded to adopt such a mea- 
sure. It should however be recorded, that she 
was compelled to take these steps contrary to her 
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inclination and most earnest entreaties ; that her 
affections were yet her husband's ; and that she had 
made more than one attempt to escape from Vienna 
and unite herself to his fate. 

At this period she received a visit from Talley* 
rand, who was received in such a way as to afford 
|iim no temj)tation again to obtrude on her pre- 
sence. Report says that she literally boxed his ears. 

Three days after his public entry into Paris, 
Napoleon removed every restriction which the 
Bourbons had impoliticly laid on the liberty of 
the press, and dismissed the censors, to whom 
every pamphlet, and every article in all the journals 
was submitted previous to its publication. 

This decree excited equal surprise and satis- 
faction . If the freedom of the press was si ncerely 
accorded, the dictatorial power with which Na- 
paleon was now necessarily invested found in that 
a full and sufficient counterpoise. The utmost 
license v^bs given to political discussion. Com- 
positions which censured most freely the measures 
of government, and the characters of which it was 
composed, and whose evident object was to ex- 
cite discontent and to prepare for reaction were cir- 
culated without restraint. The justificatory me- 
morial of the the Duke of Ragusa, containing 
expressions against Napoleon, which if uttered 
against an English sovereign would have con- 
demned the author to long imprisonment, was sold 
in all the shops. The negative vote of Kergelay 
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was afterwards disseminated without control, 
though it contained this remarkable sentence ^^ I 
am obliged to protest against this article, because 
I am convinced that the re-establishment of this 
dynasty (the Bourbon) on the throne is the only 
means of giving happiness to Fr^ichmen.'^ 

It must be recorded to the honour of the new 
government, that with one exception the press 
was free, and political discussion unfettered. The 
editoi-s of a publication called ** Le Censeur" 
were brought before the tribunals for having pub- 
lished the following libel on the French army. 
** If a fraction of the people could dispose of the 
crown, that would soon happen to us, which hap- 
pened to the Roman people after the reign of the 
first emperor : we should have for chiefs none hut 
soldiers, and the reigning family would be mmr- 
dered as soon as it ceased to be pleasing to the 
satellites by whom it was surrounded/' 

This gave great offence to ibe Brmyu Te be 
branded with the degrading titk of satellites was 
more than they could bear. " It is an inexcusable 
term of contempt,'" said some of the officers !• 
Napoleon, at the public lev6e. " They arc tibe de- 
fenders of the nation/' Napoleon, thus appealed 
to, was compelled to interfere. The publicatiott 
was seized and the editors summoned before the 
tribunal, but that tribunal bad secret instructioM 
to suffer the affair to drop. 

The government was soon conscious tbdlt it had 
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done wfoiig, and had the meanness to reiiortto 
falsehood to apologize for its impnidence. The 
Moniteur of the next day asserted that " the fifth 
Volume of the Censor was yesterday allowed to be 
sold, without making any change in the text. By 
this wise measure of the government, the author 
has lost the interest of being thought a victim, a 
.certain speculator the profit of a surreptitious 
edition, and the work all the charms of a pro- 
hibited book/' 

The editor had the boldness publicly to con- 
tradict this in the following terms : — 

" Mr. ,The Journals have announced that 

the fifth volume of the Censor had been seized, 
but that on mature deliberation the authorities 
had permitted it to be exposed to sale. It is true 
that this volume has been seized by the police, 
but it is false that it has been restored. They 
will neither give it up, nor prosecute it before the 
tribunals, although the editors have begged to be 
replaced in the possession of their property or to 
be brought to trial. 

You will be pleased to give no credit to what 
the journals may say either of the work or its 
authors, because the liberty of the press no longer 
exists. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Ch. Comptb. 

P. S. We beg you to give this letter the greatest 
possible publicity.'* 
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Here the matter dropped ; unpleasant sus]^* 
cions were excited in the minds of the friends of 
liberty, and the government was so severely cen- 
sured, that the freedom of the press was not 
again disturbed ♦. 

This unrestrained licence was politic and ad- 
vantageous. It put the public feeling completely 

!■■■■ I ■ ■ ■ ■ I ■ I ■ ^11 ll.l I !■ I ■! ■ ■ II I 

* The authors of the Censor have published a detailed account 
of the affair in a pamphlet which was suppressed by the Bour« 
bon government. The history which they give of the way in 
which ministers manage and control a press, apparently free, is 
so very curious, that I cannot resist the temptation of presenting 
it to the reader. 

The editors describe the efforts which they had made to 
awaken the Bourbons to a perception of the false and ruinous 
policy by which they were gradually alienating the affections of 
every class of the people, and the zeal with which they had after- 
wards espoused the cause of the falling government, in oppo- 
sition to the dreaded return of the domination of Buonaparte. 
< As long* say they ^ as the government had no enemy to combat 
we defended the laws which it had given us» and pointed out the 
rocks on which it might strike ; but as soon as it was attacked, 
we supported it as much as was in our power.' A few days after 
the entrance of Napoleoh into Paris, they were summoned before 
the minister of police, from whom, instead of the reproaches, or 
threats, or punishment, which they expected, they received a 
most gracious reception, and were cordially thanked for the be- 
nefits which they had rendered their country by their bold and in- 
dependent writings. Fouche concluded by offering them the Edi- 
torship of the Mooiteur, a journal that had always been distin- 
guished, and must have continued to be characterized by its 
servile flattery of the court. The Minister had mistaken his 
men, and the offer was received with the indignation that it 
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to the test. It destroyed the importance which 
falsehood and calumny would have derived from 
mystery and privacy ; and it suffered the friends 
of the Bourbons, a,nd all the springs and agents 

merited, when Fouch6, eager to prevent all unpleasant expla^ 
nation, and fearing an open rupture, hastily dismissed them, ad- 
vising them to reflect at their leisure on his proposal. * Eight 
days had scarcely elapsed,* saysM. Compte, *when we received 
another invitation from the minister of police. We were intro- 
duced into his closet and found the minister alone. He asked 
us to take a walk ifn the garden, and the following is the substance 
of the conversation that passed between us : — 

TheMinister^-^jrentlemen ! you have rendered great services to 
France, and you have it in your powtr to render still greater, at 
a moment when it is attempted to secure the triuftiph of the fieri 
etat against the privileged. But the Emperor will not act as the 
last Government did. The latter took pleasure in debasing 
those men who defended liberal ideas ; the Emperor, on the con- 
trary, wishes only to reward them. He has charged me to inquire 
of you what will be most agreeable. 

Compte — ^Sir ! we are very sensible of the marks of attention 
which you wish to shew us. If the Emperor is desirous to do 
any thing for us, let him leave to us that object wWch we are 
anxious to retain ; let him give us a good government and ren- 
der France free and happy. That is the only thing that can flatter 
us, and the only thing that we can venture to accept. 

The Minister — Doubtless he will render France free ; but that 
need not prevent him from rewarding deserving men. — ^Reflect, 
Gentlemen ! what will be agreeable to you ? 

Dunoyer (the colleague of M. Compte in the Censeur) — Sir 1 
if the Emperor wishes to do something that is agreeable to us, he 
will permit us peaceably to continue our labours. 

The Minister — There is not the least intention of preventing it. 
But the press being entirely free, and each being at liberty to 
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of revolt to expose and entr^ and entangle tfceiQ«. 
selves without the trouble of any extraordinary 
apparent exertion. 
Another of the first decrees of Napoleon was, 

follow his iocKiK^iw, without dsLnger* and to ppmsie the sam^ 
coui'se as youraelTes* you will no longer h^ve the m^rit ofboldnt^ay, 
and your work will lose a great part of itp interest* S^sideSf yO¥ 
will not ahoaj^ have me ; and howe^rfree the press maiy be, m 
gble wamister will ulwojfsjind me^u to ppeoeni that from heing 
written which he does not like. 

C.^-Wh^ this able minist^ shall a{ipe«r, we shall then 
see 

The minister. — ^You $Mpe advocates* ore you not ? 

D. and C— Yes, Sir ! 

The minister.-*You are advocates ! Reflect, Crentkraen, upon 
what will be agreeable to you« 

D. — Sir ! we h^ve declared our intentions, and I do not think 
we shall alter th^m. 

The iz4nister.^*«"In general, the ipagvitracy does not accord very 
well with young people. We ha v^ Just i^j^^pointed a great num- 
ber of Prefects. The non^inations h^ve beep made with some 
precipitation ; and ^mong the number some have been admitted 
who served under the olddesp-^^ the old imperial government, 
-Hve^ men ;r^these appointments baye produced a bad e6e<^* 

C— Tliatistrue,Sirl 

The minister.— .We could have i^sbed fw persons who bad 
t^ken no part in the former measures -,— ^. Reflect, Gentlemen, 
vpcm what will be agreeable to you* 

C. — Sir, we are quite overpowered with the obliging iMen 
jwbich you have made us, but it is not possible for u^ to avail our- 
K^lves of them. 

The; minister. — I think literary persons pr^erin general such 
places as leave them time to prosecute thrir studies,^ — Pray > there- 
loi?, Gentlemen ! reflect upon what wiU be «greeabto to you. 
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the abolitio0 of tbe sJav^ trade, a decree in wbicb 
every b^^ToIeat mind must exult. The higto<- 
rian is not eager to inquire into all the motiveft 
which concurred to produce this measure. He is 

The offers wbick faad been made to us did not {nrevent the 
printing of the fifth volume of the Censeur. It was to a[^>ear on 
the 6th of April. While it was preparing iox publieationy 
M. Meh^oaUed upcm me. " D<> you know," said he, with an 
air of consternation, ^ what has been done ?" " No ; what it 
the master ?" << Your fifth volume has been seized, and I come 
to solicit you, in the name c^the prefect of the police, to go to 
him and endeavour to arrange this affair." *^ Is that all ! I 
thought it was something concerning tbe wdfare of France. I 
see what is the matter ; we have an able minister who knows how 
to prevent any thing from being written which he* does n<^ like> 
notwithstanding the entire liberty of the press* The o&rs of his 
excellency are now perfectly intelligible." 

M. Mehee had scarcely entered before a sec<»id messenger ar- 
rived, who urged me in the most pressing maimer, to go imme^ 
diately to the Prefecture of the Police. I promised I would, and 
I did so. 

The Prefect, who appeared to be quite calm at the moment I 
entered his closet, suddenly assumed an appearance of the UMfll 
delightful despair. Holding bb head betweehi his hands, and 
traversing the room with rapid strides, he uttered nodnDg but 
monosyllables or disjointed phrases^* 

Ah Gentlemen 1^-what have you done? No-^never eould I 
have thought it of you. Robespierre*^^Marat would not have 
done such a thing,-— Good God ! at a moment when France ia 
besieged by eight hundred thousand enemies ! 

Compte.— »M r. Prefect, will you have the goodness to hear me. 
The volume whidi you hai^ caused to be seized contains either 
errors or crimes. If it contains only errors, you have eight or ten 
journals at y^rar command, who may refute them ; if it oofk* 
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trilling to hope that they were not dishonoural^; 
and it is well known that Napoleon had said to 
several English gentlemen who visited him at 
Elba, that it was a traffic as injurious to the in- 

tains crimes^ yoa cmgbt not to speak to us witii aspefky , you ought 
to try us. 

The Prefect.— No, never should I have expected it from you— 
I, who would have answered £ot you as for my own son— Oh, Sir ! 
what you have done is most abominable t ! ! 

C. — I repeat what I have said, Mr. Prefect We must be re- 
futed if we have reasoned badly ; we must be punitdied if we arc 
guilty. Do not, however, imagine that I am the dupe of what 
has taken place. The minister of police thought to seduce us by 
praises, and the offers which he made ; he was deceived. If he 
supposes that his menaces will have? more effect, he will still find 
himself deceived. He may make the experiment if he pleases. 
But, before trying it, I must inform you, that under the last 
reign we were threatened with assassination by ftnatics, and we 
laughed at their threats and thar ds^gers ; I now tell you that 
we equally laugh at the bayonets and the scaffolds of Buona* 
parte. 

The Prefect.^ — ^Ah! I see it plainly . You wish for martyrd<Hn, 
but you will not obtain it. 

G.^— 80 mudi the woi«e, Mr. Prefect. 

The Prefect. — ^You hear, M. Meh^e; you hear him ask for 
martyrdom! 

C— No, I do not seek it ; neither would I fear it. 

The Prefect— Ah ! what have you done? And what will they 
say at Ghent ? To attack the proceedings of government at the 
very moment when it is necessary every one should rally round it. 

C— There is no other means now of rallying Frenchmen round 
the government, except by sincerely meaning to do good, and by 
acting with frankness. Since the arrival of the Emperor, how- 
ever, not an act has been determine^ upon but what ia contrary 
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tereftts of France, by demoralizing the people, as 
it was ignominious to humanity. 

This, at least, is evident that if Napoleon dared 
without preamble or apology, to order, " From 

to good sense, and tending evidently to its destruction. It has 
been justly said that it advises only with its enemies. 

The Prefect. — Perhaps we may yet understand each other. 
Come with me to the minister, and we inll try and arrange this 
business. 

C. — I cannot go there. Sir ! 

The Prefect. — ^Yet, the minister is a man who lores liberty.'' 

C— Yes, but it is hberty after the manner of M. Fouch^, and 
I am no admirer of it. 

The Prefect. — ^Very well ; I shall go there alone then. Do 
you be here this evening at five o'clock. 

I repaired to the prefecture of the police at the appointed hour*' 
At this conference the discourse chiefly turned upon some sup- 
pressions that were to be made in the new volume. I consented 
to sacrifice a few passages, upon the express condition that the 
public should be made acquainted with the seizure and the slip- 
pressions. This condition appeared to displease ; but I persisted 
in demanding it, because we would not cooperate in deluding 
^ public by falsely- persuliding them that they enjoyed the li- 
berty of the press. As the prefect had directed the seizure of the 
volume by the order of the minister, and as he had not himself 
read it, it was settled that I should go next morning to M . P—- 1 
with M. L-^, to determine upon what passages should be stip-* 
pressed. But, not being acquainted with M. P— >, I thoug^t^ 
after a little reflection, that it would be better to forego this in- 
terview. All hope of conciliation being thus at an end, they 
hastened to announce in the journals that the volume which had 
been seized was restored 16 us. This declaration was contra- 
dicted, first of all by a hand-bill, and afterwards by a circular, 
which the police did not seize. At length they gave tis our vo- 

R 
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the date of the present decree the slave trade is 
abolished/' and this at a time when every con- 
sideration required that he should conciliate all 
parties, and shew that he was determined in every 
action to consult the prosperity and happiness of 
France, the conduct of the former government in 
continuing this infamous trajffic was highly dis- 
graceful and criminal. The assertion of the 
British minister (who was charged to render the 
abolition of the slave trade, almost a sine qud non 
in the treaty concluded with Lewis), that the pub- 
lic opinion of France was decidedly hostile to 
the abolitiop^ was certainly destitute of foundation. 
While this subject was discussing in the cabinet 
of the Kiag, the whhA enlightened men of every 
party urged the court to pronounce the inune- 
diate abolition of the traffic, and the journals 
were filled with the most eloquent appeals in be- 
lialf of Uieir oppressed f^llow-cjreatures, when 
SMiddeidy a deciiHve oriet arrived from the Thuil- 
leries to suppress every article which advocated 
the cause of justice and mercy. It is strange that 
his most CJiristian Majesty, and a court crowded 
with priests, should have refiised to listen to the 
pleiudiiigs of humanity, and that all the honour of 



Itime, when they saw that it was no longer possible to impose 
mpon the public. I ought to add, that during our discussions, 
the prefect incessuitly offered us an indemnity for the loss that 
we had sustakied. 
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this m6$t Christian act should hive been reserved 
for one, who was branded as dfestitute of all reli- 
gion, and even a secret atheist. Time will re^- 
move the veil which now eovfers this tnysterioiis 
transaction. 

Another decree contained several alleviating^ 
regulations relative to the droits reUnis. These, 
next to the conscription, were the greatest griev- 
ances imposed upon the people by Napoleon's 
late government, and it will be rfecollected, thsit 
the prdmise of the abolition of both wad the 
grand boon by which the Bourbons courted and 
obtained popularity on their re-entrance into 
France. The pledge f6t the abolition of the 
droits reunis was broken by the Kifag^s govfern- 
tnent, and notTtithst^tiding the resistance and re^. 
pugnSnce of the people, this odious and oppres- 
sive tax continued to be levied. N^lpoleon was 
thud furnished with an opportunity of gaining 
mtich credit and popularity, by the early atten* 
tion l^hich he seemed to pay to the ibterests of 
his people. 

About this time it is said that ttie Emperor me* 
ditated a complete reformation of the established 
religion in France. It tl^as always suspected that 
he was no very zealous Catholie, and during his 
retirement in Elba, he had been confirmed in the 
persuasion that the religion of the thurch of 
Rome bore little resemblance to the primitive 
doctrines of Christianity. He now wished to carry 
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into practice the reform which he had meditated in 
his exile, and to establish in France a rational sys- 
tem of faith) such as the Apostles taught, and tbe 
first believers embraced. But he was wisely dis- 
suaded by his council from intermeddling with so 
tender and dangerous a subject, and contented 
himself with the determination that the utmost 
freedon^ in religion should prevail in France. 

A short time afterwards a measure was adopted 
which reflects immortal credit on the n^w govern- 
ments Carnot addressed a memorial to the Em- 
peror, descanting on the inestimable advantages 
of elementary instruction, when bestowed on the 
lower classes of society, and stating that there 
were in France two millions of children destitute 
of primary education. '* I do not speak,'' says he, 
^ of that education which forms half philosophers, 
or men of the world, but such only as will foim 
good artisans and moral men, by affording the ele- 
ments of indispensable knowledge, good habits, and 
respect for the laws/' He concludes with a high 
eulogium on Dr. Bell and Mr. Lancaster, for 
whose system he solicits the patronage of the 
Emperor. 

Napoleon immediately issued the following de- 
cree,, which, on account of the interest of the sub- 
ject, i» given at length. 

" Napoleon, Emperor of the French, &c. 

Considering the importance of education for 
improving the state of 8ociety,^-considering that 
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the methods hitherto used Id France have not 
attained that degree of perfection which it is pos- 
sible to reach, and desiring to place this branch 
of our institutions on a level with the intelligence 
of the age, we have decreed, and do decree as 
follows. 

Art. 1. Our minister of the interior shall invite 
around him the persons who deserve to be con- 
sulted, as to the best methods of primary educa- 
tion ; — he shall examine and decide on those 
methods, and direct the experiment of such as he 
shall deem preferable. 

2. There shall be opened at Paris an experi- 
mental school of primary education, so organized 
as to serve for a model, and to become a normal 
school to form primary teachers. 

3. After satisfactory results shall have been ob- 
tained from this school of experiment, our mini- 
ster of the interior shall propose to us the mea- 
sures calculated to enable all the departments to 
enjoy the advantages of the new methods which 
shall have been adopted.'' 

When he considers the important nature and 
moral effect of these ordinances, and compares 
ihem with the too evident tendency of the pre- 
ceding administration to establish the ancient re- 
gime^ and to cause liberty and knowledge again 
to retrograde, the reader will deeply lament that 
the former actions and habits of Napoleon, and 
the perverted and demoralized character of the 
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French army should imperiously call on the united 
powers of Europe to crush a government which, 
ia these r^pects, promise so fairly. 

The^e acts of Napoleon astonished and con- 
founded the superficial politicians qf every nation. 
They had expected and wished that the dictator- 
ihip which he had^^tablishedby uaurpati 09, would 
have been supported by terror. Their conclusion 
suited with thie character of Napoleon, but it waa 
inconsistent with the policy which his peculiar 
circi^npistances and necessitieai demanded. Sur^ 
rounded by all the talents of f rance, and by those 
if'ho wished w^ll to their country, and whose firm- 
ness c^nd virtu? l^ad been iUu»trated iu all the va^ 
rious i^eue* of the revolution, whatever might be 
his private wishes and designs, he i^w, at pre- 
sent, aiti insuperable obstacle opposed to his am- 
bition and impetuosity. Those furipuaaud insane 
bursts of passion, by which be had tarnished the 
^ustre of his form;er atchieveme^ta, were repressed 
by the influence of his advisers, and the diflS- 
pulties which surrounded hiaai. 

A Paris joi;iiri:^al gives the following account of 
tl;^ manner ix\ whkh he sp^nt his^ toae. He 
^anally ro^ at five or si^ iu the moaning, and ia^- 
mediately retired to his ck)set, where no outdared 
t9 intrude upon him till nine, He then bre^fiiAted, 
awd i«me4i^^ly afterwards^ heU hia le^ee, after 
.w^ich he agi^n retired to bis clo&et, or prei»i4ed 
^t tjh^ cQUAcUa ^ kh miniBtem. At tweWe he 
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attended the review or parade, after which he was 
again in his closet, or with his ministers until 
eight, when he dined. There were usually seven 
or eight persons, ministers or generals, invited. 
Soon after dinner coffee was introduced, and be- 
tween ten and eleven the Emperor retired to rest. 
They who had opportunity of observing him 
closely, evidently saw that he w^s unhappy. Not- 
withstanding the acclamations of the crowd, the 
homage of the constituted authorities, the servile 
adulation of his favourites, and the intoxicated - 
devotion of the army, he was absent and abstracted. 
His behaviour at the council was restrained. His 
natural loquacity was subdued. He often sighed 
deeply. He was eloquent and confident only 
when surrounded by his troops. Hence parades 
and reviews succeeded each other in uninterrupted 
succession. As he passed along the ranks of his 
brave and faithful soldiers, he seemed to regain 
the power which was contested in the conferences 
of the council. It is said that he was often de- 
tected shedding in secret tears of shame, vexation, 
and rage. His humiliated pride was tortured by 
the thought that the confederated kings disdained 
even to notice his overtures of peace. He con- 
trasted the contempt with which they now treated 
him, with the affection which some of them had 
once expressed, and the humility with which 
others had thanked him fbr their forfeited crowns. 
Even amidst the applauses of his soldiers he 
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heard and shrunk frpm the mockeries of his 
foes. 

His return to power had been distinguished by 
4 clemency and magnanimity before unknown. 
The protection which he afforded to many of the 
members of the Bourbon house, apparently af- 
forded a pleasing and honourable contrast with 
the disgracefully savage and barbarous denuncia* 
tions of the manifestos of his enemies. He had, 
however, secretly formed a list of thpse who had 
iQost strenuously opposed his enterprise, or who 
had insulted him in his former calamities. These 
he would now fiain have sacrificed to his revenge. 
But his ministers watched over him, and proved 
themselves in this, as in many other respects, his 
guardian angels. 

Fouch^, the Duke of Otranto, his minister of 
police, opposed all the salutary dilatoriness of off 
fice to the eag^erness of his proscriptions. He se- 
cretly warned the objects of Napoleon's fury of the 
threatened danger. To satisfy his master he pre- 
sented some false victims, some illusory sacrifices, 
and in most cases he finally succeeded in rescuing 
the prey from the destroyer. Yet the very per- 
sons whom he had defended and preserved, af- 
terwards accused him as the accomplice of the 
dictator, and ceased not to raise their insensate 
and ungrateful clamour, till they had driven hin]( 
from the councils of the Kin^. 

In the progress of this history honourable men- 
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lion has been made of another of Napoleon's mi- 
nisters. Fortunate would it have been if they had 
consecrated their services to the real interests of 
their country, and had done that for their legiti- 
mate prince, which they eflfected for Napoleon. 
But he had invoked the name of liberty, he had 
dared to sanction his designs with the sacred name 
of virtue ; and the severe and philosophic Carnot 
has left it on record, that he believed Napoleon 
was sincere, and fondly dreamed that in serving 
the Emperor he was serving his country. 

On the 2d of April appeared the justificatory ma- 
nifesto of Napoleon. After dwelling on the style 
of the manifesto of the allies, of which it assets, with 
too much truth, that ^ it provokes the crime of assas- 
sination, and is almost without example in the his- 
tory of the world,' it proceeds to state distinctly 
the instances in which the treaty of Kontainebleau 
was violated by the allies and the Bourbons, and 
by which Napoleon was released from every obli- 
gation to observe it. 

^' The treaty of Fontainebleau has been violated 
by the allied powers, and by the house of Bour* 
bon, in what respects the Emperor Napoleon and 
his family, and in what respects 'the interests and 
rights of the French nation. 

1. The Empress Maria Louisa and her son 
were to obtain passports, and an escort, to repair 
to the Emperor : but far from performing their 
promise, the husband and wife, father and jon, ' 
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were separated under painful circumstances, when 
the firmest mind has occasion to seek consolation 
and support in famil)^ and domestic affections. 

2. The security of Napoleon and of his imperial 
family and their suite, were guaranteed (art. 14 
of the treaty) by all the powers ; yet bands of 
assa^^ins were organized in France under the eyes 
of the French government, and even by its orders 
(as will soon be proved by the solemn proceed- 
ings s^inst the Sieur Demonbreail),for iattacking 
the Emperor, his brothers, and their wives, in default 
of the success hoped for from this first branch of 
the plot. An insurrection was prepared at Orgon, 
QA the Emperor's route, in order that an attempt 
night be made on his life by some brigandst 
The Sieur Brulart, an associate of Georges, had 
been sent as governor to Corsica, in order to pve« 
pare and make sure of the crime ; and, in fact, 
several detached assassins have attempted in the 
Isle of Elba, to gain, hy the murder of the Em- 
peror, the base reward which was promised them*. 

* After Napoleon bad attained to the suiweiiie avthority in 
Fr«ace» he wm particularly solicitoug to eraa^ all traces of the 
civil waci in La Ven^^e, and the other north-western prorinces 
of France, He therefore entered into negotiations with the heads 
of the royaliiits, and was so successful as to gain over most of them, 
and to form arrangements with each individually. AQ of tfaem 
obtained considerable peneioiis on certain conditions. One tx^ 
gagod to exile Umself from France for ever. Anotiier was not 
toteave Vendue. A tbtxd was to reside constantly at Paris^ ac- 
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3. The Duchies of Parpi« and I^centia were 
giyea in full property to Maria Louisa, for ber^ 
self, her son, and th^ir d^a^nd^ts. After a long 
^fqsal to put her in possession, the ii\justice ww 
competed by an absolute spoliation, ^^4er the 
ijlusory pretext of an e^chang^, without ralua- 

cording as the drcumstances of each led Buonaparte to con- 
sider it to be most advantag;eoii8. 

Among those who were co^fioad to Paris was Brulart^ a zeal* 
ous royalist and a good soldier. A considerable time after the 
complete pacification of La Vended, Brulart solicited for a friend 
who had stipulated not to leave that province, permission to visit 
Paris ; and Buonaparte with apparent kindness relied that he 
needed only to invite his firieod to come, as evecj diiiig was now 
f^tt;lfid and all appv^henupn was now unnecessary. Upon this Bru« 
lart's friend came to Paris ; but no sooner had he arrived there, thaigi 
he was seized and shot by the express command of Napoleon. 
Brulart being apprised of the circumstance fled horror-struck 
to England. From that country he wrote to Napoleon saying, 
that he bad made him the innocent cauae^ of the deaifa of Ym 
friend, who had come upon the faith of the assurances he. ba4 
given him ;— that the shade of the murdered victim hovered in- 
cessantly before hb eyes demanding vengeance ; — ^that he was de- 
termined to devote himself to this duty ; and had sworn to the 
sbade of his friend that Napoleon should die by his hand. 

Of this- kttev^ Bnilait had a £e« copies pointed,, azid sent th^ 
by diffie^eiM: channels to France, sq that at last it was handed by 
the police ta Qupn^part^ He laughed at the menaces of the 
chivalroui^ enthusiast, and forgot them in the brilliant career of 
his prosperity. But when Lewis XVIU returned to Paris, Bru- 
lOx^ was also in his retinue, and, by a singular ct-inddence, was 
appointed ^^^^^^^^ ^^ Corsica, witb directions to watch the 
island of £lba. Fqt i)m pui]?^ brulart removed lus residence 
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tion, proposition, or sovereignty, and without her 
consent. And the documents in the office for 
foreign affairs prove that it was on the solicita- 
tions, and by intrigues of the Prince of Benevente, 
that Maria Louisa and her son were despoiled. 

4. Eugene, the adopted son of Napoleon, was 
to have obtained a suitable establishment out of 
France, but h6 has had nothing. 

5. The Emperor had stipulated for the army 
the preservation of their rewards given them on 
Monte Napoleon. He had reserved to himself, 
the power to recompense his faithful followers. 
Every thing has been taken away, and abused by 
the Ministers of the Bourbons. M. Bresson, an 
agent from the army, was despatched from Vienna 
to assert their claims, but in vain. 

6. The preservation of the property, moveable 
and immoveable, belonging to the Emperor's 
family, was provided for, but all was robbed — .in 
France by commissioned brigands, in Italy by 
the violence of the military chiefs. 

7. Napoleon was to have received two millions, 
and his family two millions five hundred thousand 

from Ajaccio to Bastia opposite to Elba, from which with a favour- 
able wind the passage might be made in a few hours. 

No sooner had Napoleon received intelligeuce of this circum- 
stance than he again recollected the letter, and became appre- 
hensive. Brulart might meditate the speedy gratification of his 
revenge. From this time he began to seclude himself with th^ 
greatest caution from all promiscuous society. 
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francs per annum. The French government has 
constantly refused to discharge its engagements, 
and Napoleon would have soon been obliged to 
disband his faithful guards for want of the means 
of paying them, had he not found an honourable 
resource in the conduct of some bankers and 
merchants of Genoa and Italy, who advanced 
twelve millions, which they had oflTered to him. 

8. In fine, it was not without a cause that it 
was desirable by every means to remove from Na- 
poleon the companions of his glory, the unshaken 
sureties of his safety and of his existence. — ^The 
Island of Elba was assigned to him in perpetuity, 
but the resolution of robbing him of it was, at the 
instigation of the Bourbons, fixed upon by the 
congress. Had not Providence prevented it, Eu- 
rope would have seen an attempt made on the 
person and liberty of Napoleon, left hereafter at 
the mercy of his enemies, and transported, far 
from his friends and followers, either to St. Lucie, 
or St. Helena, which had been pointed out as his 
prison. 

And when the allied powers, yielding to the 
imprudent wishes, and the cruel instigations of the 
house of Bourbon, condescended to violate the 
solemn contract, on the faith of which Napoleon 
liberated the French nation from its oaths ; when 
he himself and all the members of his family saw 
themselves menaced, attacked in their persons, in 
their properties, in their affections, in all the 



Digitized by 



Google 



254 JUSTltlCATORY MANIFESTO 

ri^htu stipulated in their* favour as Princeli, in 
those ^ven secured by the laws to J^ritate citi* 
teens, — what was Napoleon to do ? 

Was he, after enduring so mtiuy injuries, Sup- 
porting so many acts of injustice, to consent td 
the complete Tiolation of the engagements entered 
into with him^ and, resigning himself personally 
to the fate prepared for him, to abandon also his 
s^ouile, his son, his family, and his fkithful servants 
to their frightful destiny ? 

Such a resolution s@ems beyond the endurance 
of human nature; and yet Napoleon would have 
embraced it, if the peace and happiness of France 
had been the price of this new sacrifice. He 
i^uld have devoted himself for the French peo- 
li'le, from whom, as he #ill declare in the face of 
Europe, it h his glory to hold every thing ; whosfe 
good shall be the object of all his endeavours, 
and to whom alone he vrill be answerable for his 
actions, and devote his life." 

It is much to be regretted that this manifeiMo 
contains so much truth. It is impossible to deny 
that, in most of the articles which are here enu- 
merated, both the spirit and the letter of the 
treaty were violated by the Bourbons and the 
Allies. The Empress had been forcibly separated 
from her husband. She had been deprived of the 
Duchies of Parma, Placentia, and Guastalla. The 
conduct of the Allies with relation to this point 
was perfectly indefensible. Eng^e had been n^- 
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glected. The property of Napoleon and his 
family had been sequestrated. The pension which 
was to have been paid to him was withheld ; and 
no one has ventured to deny that it was the de- 
termination of Congress to remove him from 
Elba, and consign him for life to the island of 
St. Lucie, or the rock of St. Helena. 

The plain and undeniable violation of a treaty 
by one of the parties, releases the other from 
all obligation to abide by it. It is futile to say 
that Buonaparte ought to have demanded satis- 
faction and redress. His situation precluded 
this. It would have been the signal for his re- 
moval or his destruction. 

The non-performance of a condition gives the 
party injured the option either to demand re- 
dress, or to hold the treaty utterly null and void. 
The conditions to be performed by the allies 
were broken and Napoleon had a right to con- 
sider himself absolved from his abdication, which 
he had signed on the faith of the strict perform- 
ance of these conditions ; and his manner of pro- 
ceeding in such a case depended upon his own 
judgment. 

So far, therefore, as the crusade against him 
was founded on his breach of the treaty of Fon- 
tainebleau, it was manifestly unreasonable and un- 
just. Whether there were other sufficient groundi^ 
for war will be considered presently. 

The manifesto proceeds to state the causes; 
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« 

arising fi'om the internal^state of France, and tbe 
errors of the Bourbons, which produced and justi- 
fied the return of Napoleon ; the renunciation 
by the Emperor of all his former plans of aggran- 
disement, and his solemn determination to abide 
by the conditions ojF the treaty of Paris. It then 
deprecates the interference of foreign sovereigns 
in the choice of the French people, and concludes 
in the following manner. 

" And now, replaced at the head of the nation 
which had thrice already made choice of him, 
and which has a fourth time designated him by 
the reception which it has given him in his rapid 
and triumphant march and arrival, what does 
Napoleon wish from this nation — by which, and 
for the interest of which, he wishes to reign ? 

What the French people wishes — the independ- 
ence of France, internal peace, peace with all 
nations, and the execution of the treaty of Paris of 
the Both May, 1814. 

What is the change, then, which has taken 
place in the state of Europe, and in the hope of 
repose which was promised to it ? What voice is 
raised to demand assistance, which, according to 
the declaration, ought only to be given when 
called for? 

Nothing has been changed : if the allied powers 
return, as it is expected they will do, to just and 
moderate sentiments; if they acknowledge that 
the existence of France in a respectable and in- 
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digpendent state, as far ffom conqueHng als from 
being conquered, from dominating as frotn being 
subjugated, is necessary to the balance of great 
kingdoms and to the guarantee of small stated. 

Nothing has been changed : if, respecting the 
rights of a great nation which wishes to respect 
the rights of all others, which, high-cmihded and 
and generous, has been lowered, but never de- 
graded, they allow it to retake a monarch, and 
give itself a constitution and laws. suitable* to itd 
manners, its interests, its habits, and its new wants. 

Nothing has been changed : if they do not en-^ 
deavour to constrain France to submit again to, a 
dynasty which she dislikes^ to the feudal chains 
which she has thrown off, and to, the seignorial 
or ecclesiastical prostrations from which she 
has liberated herself; if they do not wish to 
impose laws on her, to interfere with h6r internal 
aflkirs, to assign a form of government to her, and 
to give maMets to h^r to satisfy the pleaemreor the 
paf^sions of her neighboiiifs. ' ' 
;' Nothing h&s been changed : if, i<^hen Frafice is 
^>ccupied with preparing the hew social cortpact 
which shall guai^htee the liberty of her citizens, 
a*ad the triumph of the generous ideas which pre- 
vail in Europe, and ivhich can no longer be sup- 
pressed, they do not ft>rce her to withdraw her- 
sielf frotn thoise pacific thoughts and iMeans of 
internal prosperity, to which the peoplfe and 
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the chief wish to consecrate theioselves in a happy 
accordance, and again direct their energies to war. 

Nothing has been changed : if, when the French 
nation only demands to remain at peace with all 
Europe, an unjust coalition does not force it to 
defend, as it did in 1792, its will and its rights, 
and its independence, and the sovereign of its 
choice." 

Two days afterwards pacific ov^tures wera^ de- 
spatched by the French ministers to the courts of 
all the allies. These were accompanied by a 
letter in the hand-writing of the Emperor himself 
to each of the sovereigns.^ — ^The reader is here 
presented with it. 

Paris, Afirii 4, ISl^. 

SiRB, MY BeOTHSA! . 

You have na douht leariie4 in the cowse of 
the last month my return^ .to Frances my entrance 
iuto Fari^, and the departure of ibe&ifuiy oitke 
Bourbons. The true nature of these events must 
now be made known to your Majesty^. They are 
the results of an irresistible power ; the results of 
the unanimous wish of a great natiom which 
knows its duties and its righte. The dyiias(;y 
which forc^ had.given to thi? French peeple vrafii 
lu^ fitted for it. The Bourbons neitha? aasoei^ted 
with the national sentiments or mafiners ; jFraace 
ha&therefcnre separated, l^rself from^ them. Her 
iroice cAlled for a liberc^pr^ The Iu^ms which in 
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i^uoe4^ me to m^ikfi the ^ref^te^t ^acri^ea for her 
have beea deceived, I came ; aqd from the spot 
where I first »et my foot^ the love of my people 
hm hQroe me into the h^art of my capital. 

The. first wish of my heart is to repay so muql^ 
affection by the niaintenance of an bonpur^bl^ 
p^^ce. The redtpratioa of the i«^p?rial throm^ 
W^^ n^easary fw t\»e h;ippjiqaii|a ^f tl^ French 
ppap^, 14 ifi my sipcwreirt dj^ir^ t<> Jfewdpr it a^ 
the piam^ tm« W^enient tp the main^fiajo^e ftf 
the r^fKW pf Igpr^. Enoflgfe «f glory hw fhfW© 
by turns on the colours of the various n£|$ipn£|« 
Thi^ i»ci»9r*udeiS ^ fertune hmn Qft€^e»o«g}h oc- 
ci^fln(^ great ray^^riiw, foUo wpd by great qnwei^es^ 

A naore briUiaiit ^^en^ ip noif pp§n to fiovp^ 
reigp»,3^4 I a|j| the fif^ ta despe#d into it After 
having pr^sent^d t^ the world the spiept^ple erf 
great l^attks, it wijl now be ppre delightful to 
Yx}QW no^ othqr ri^alship in fntflre? but tl^t re. 
^jit^ng firpni the adv^tagei^ of peace, and i^o 
other struggle hnt the sacrf d pne 0^ M\<^ty ^of 
our people. 

France has been pl^aspd to proplfttni with ^ftn- 
doMr this noble ob^ct of her imiuiilqKHifit wW^ 
^Ip^s pf feqr indfpePfi«»e?, thp inv^ri?*lp pr^ir 
^]|de pf hpr policy will bp thie nH>st rigid res^^l 
fa» tl?p iftdc^iandincfi pf 9ther mUm^9f If?wfe 
then, m I triwrt tb*y .^e^ ai?e tfc? p?*PP»»l aenljU 
DEl^nt^ of yow Maji^sty, jy^pc^l tr^n^ill^ty; iupe^ 

cur^ for a ]png $ffmM pc^np; %p4 ju«tjfi», §m^ 

s2 
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on the confines of the various states, will, of hef 
self, be sufficient to guard the frontiers. 

I am, &c. &c. &c. 

The couriers who were charged with these do- 
cuments were not permitted to proceed to many 
of the courts, and returned to France with their 
despatches unopened. The English government 
referred the overtures which were made to it to 
the congress of Vienna, and the Emperor of Austria 
caused the despatches which he had received td hie 
first opened in a full assembly of the plenipoten^ 
tiarieb. 

It was their unanimous resolution, not only to 
refuse to listen to thepacific overtures of Napolfeon^ 
but to leave them unnoticed and unanswered. 

A determination so extraordinary, and so con^ 
trary to the usages of every civilized country, re* 
quired explanation and defence, and accordingly 
a taboured manifesto, entitled " An extract ficom 
the minutes of the conferences of the powers who 
signed* the treaty of Paris,** was published by the 
congress as a justification of their conduct 

it asserts that " Napoleon, by breaking a so- 
lemri treaty entered into with the allies, had placed 
himself iir that state of hostility with them whichf 
existed beforr the treaty.'* This cannot be de* 
nied. But the allien, by first breakidg the treafy/ 
had rendered it no longer binding upon him; find, 
if their reasoning be legitimate, had previously 
placed them in a stitfe of hostility against him. 
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whioh jq$tifiecl aiiy enterprise diat he might un* 
dertake. , 

It cont;inue9, ^' that while the allies acknowledge 
the iip^ubitable right of every people to choose 
thstfi o^^ form of government, this rights like 
€Xery other, has its limits, and cannot be excr* 
<u^^ to the injury or danger of every surrpunding 
ooantry ; and ^ the return of Buonaparte b^ 
established in France a focus of disorders and of 
8^bversions to every other state, it b/eqame tjke 
ri^l a^nd the duty of every surrounding ffovern- 
ment to prevent or to destroy the source of ine- 
vitable calamity." 

Tbi^ so^ument demands attentive examination^ 
and on it depended the question of peace or yvar^ 

The right of every nation to choose its own 
form of government is as indubitable, as an ab* 
3tract principle, as that ajl men are bom with 
^qual rights ; but it is to be acknowledged that, 
like all other abstract principles, it must be regu- 
lated and modified by circumsts^c^s.. Notwith- 
standing the natural equality of men, jthe ipstitu- 
tipns of society have necessarily and beneficially 
introduced the widest distinctions between the 
9itu9.tion and privileges of individuals ; ^ and one 
evident modification or limitation of the i;ight 
ipf jaatiops must be, that the governmei^t chosen 
fih^ll not be unneeessai-ily d^gerouf^, to any .other 

' The indepeadeifce of each pomst iave for it* 
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ineasnte Ihft feefciirity of h\\ : airf ih pwpcfrtliyh ia» 
any state, from its situation, resources, and cha- 
tactei', extrciB6s ^Xi influence over its tidgfcWotirs, 
ifi thit jf>¥ojiiortiob Ihey h^ve a right t6 wafefe ovet 
it, iaiid to prevent iany change or ft)rm 6f govei-n- 
mint tvhith may lendatigel' thdf ssf^tf. 

Irfee siiiiple question then i^as, whether the 
^bVefilihi^nt noW choseii Iby the French was so 
dailgerous to the security and peace of its neigh- 
bours as to re4uire their interference. Of this 
ihere Paft scarcely be a douht. Tlie return ot 
6uoriaparte had heen principally eifected hy the 
army — an army discontented, not because it had 
been deprived of any privileges to which it had a 
Veasohabre or just claim, but becau^ the pacific 
disposition and measures of the King had doomed 
lit to inactivity, had deprived it of the emolu- 
Inents which it had ' hitherto derived from the 
]ptuhder of Europe, and closed to it the pSith oiF 
glory, a mania for which had infected the whole 
population of iPrance : — an army indignant at the 
reverses and disgraces tvhich it had sustained, and 
feager to avenge thenu This army had been t^e 
principal agent in re-establishing the Emperor on 
his throne, and having performed its service it 
would soon claim its reward. That reward must 
necessarily consist in again being conducted to 
rapine and plundet, to Victory and glory. 

Adoiitting that Buonaparte was sincerely dis- 
posed "for peace, he could not long preserve it. 
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The very troops who now adored hntt, would have 
become indifferent to his cause, and would soon 
have conspired at his destruction, if they found 
that they were still abandoned to sloth and po- 
verty. For his own preservation he must have 
^und them employment, and that employment 
would have consisted in first attempting to regain 
the provinces that France had been compelled to 
abandon, and theii commencing afresh their vic- 
torious and destructive career through the whole 
of Europe. 

This argument derives additional strength from 
the character of the individual whom they had 
chosen. The essence of Napoleon^s character was 
ambition, and in the pursuit of that end he was 
perfectly careless of the means. During fifteen 
years he had unceasingly aimed at the subjuga- 
tion of Europe. It had been the object of his 
daily meditations, and his nightly dreams. ^^ In 
five years,*' said Jie to one iof his ministers, at a 
time when he was at peace with every continental 
power except Spain, "In five years I shall be 
master of the world. Russia alone will remain ; 
but I will crush it," added he, with a most ex- 
pressive gesture. " Paris shall reach to St. Cloud. 
I will build fifty vessels every year ; but I will not 
send one of them to sea till I have five hundred. 
I shall then be master of the ocean as well as the 
land." It was a favourite expression with him at 
that time, that in five years he should be master 
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of the worldy and that Paris would reach to 
3t. Cloud. 

Ou a former occasion be. exclaimed before his 
iQissembled courtiers, " Your literary meu are all 

brutes ; your women are all -. I am dying 

with ennm. I must make war/' The fate of 
Prussia was then decided, 

^ He wa^ a man whom no success could satisfy, 
and whom po reverses could turn from his pro- 
ject. 

He had now professed to renounce bis former 
errors, and he wished to live for the peace and 
happiness, of France. Unfortunately the allies 
][iad nothing but his bare word for this, that word 
.^yhich, on a thai^and occaaiouB^ had been uublusb* 
ingly violated. In the pursuit of his ambitious 
career be l^ad disregarded the most sacred com- 
pacts that could be formed between man and 
man. Ilis pjofepsions ^pd his promises were re- 
membered Bp longer than it suited his conve- 
nience to observe them, WM reliance then 
could be placed pp ^n gssprance, however so- 
lemnly given, ^hich was in direct opposition to 
thp whole tenor of hi^ former life ? 

So lately as inr the campaign of the foregoing 
year, he had given a proof of duplicity which 
must remain ^ lasting blot oiri his character. 
When he was critically situated betw4?i?n the 
armies of Blucher and Schwarlzenberg, and felt 
Jthe dangers that pressed upon him, he directed 
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his minister at Chatillon to conclude a treaty with 
the allies, by which the fortresses of Antwerp, 
Mayence, and Alexandria were to be surrendered 
to them as pledges of the fulfilment of the stipu* 
lations ; but at the same time instructions were 
added, which could only proceed from a mind 
capable of every delusion and atrocity, and 
executed only by a servant worthy of such a 
master. 

The reader shall have the despatch and judge 
for himself. It is from the Duke, of Bassano, to 
the Duke of Vicenza. 

Sir, March 19, 1814. 

Your excellency will have received, or will, 
donbtless in the course of to-day, ^receive a de- 
spatch from Rheims of which M. Frochot was 
the bearer, and which was accompanied by a 
letter from the Emperor. 

The Emperor desires that you will avoid ex- 
plaining yourself clearly upon every thing which 
may relate to delivering up the fortresses of 
Antwerp, Mayence, and Alexandria, if you should 
be obliged to consent to these cessions: his 
majesty intending, even though he should have 
ratified the treaty, to be guided by the military 
situation of affairs. Wait till the last mo* 
ment. The bad faith of the allies in respect to 
the capitulations of Dre^en, Dantzic, and Gor- 
cum authorizes us to endeavour not to be duped. 
Refer, therefore, these questions to a military 
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arrangement as wm done at Presburg, Vienaa^ 
atid Tilsit. His Majesty desires that yoa will tiot 
lose sight of the disposition which he feels not 
tt> deliyer np those diree keys of France, if military 
events, on which he is willing still to rely, should 
permit him not to do so, even if he lAoukl have 
^gned the cession of ail those fortresses. In & 
word, his Majesty wishes to be able after the 
treaty to be guided by circumstances to the lasft 
moment. He orders you to bum this letter as 
TOon as you have read it.'* 

The allies now declared that they would no 
longer treat with him or his family. By this act 
of unexampled treachery he had excluded himself 
from ipe pale of civil society. What reliance 
'^en could be placed on his present professions ? 

Not yet firmly seated on his throne, his army 
disorganized, and his funds exhausted, there was 
every probability of crushing him by one simul- 
taneous effort. But if he was permitted to 
mature his projects, and call into action ^e yet 
powerful resources of France, the attempt to 
destroy, or even to curb him might be im- 
practicable. 

If tliey suffered him to remain unmolested, the 
peace, if peace it could be called, would be a 
feverish state of anxiety and suspicion, as ex- 
pensive and burdensome as war. Until he had 
given satisfactory and unequivocal proof that 
his character was indeed changed, and many long 
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years must have ^elapsed ere flia* could liave 
been given^ the powers of Bcrrope mmt have re- 
mained in ftTms. Eveiy meastire would have 
befen sertitihi25ed with suspicion. Jealousy and 
mistrast woiild have rankled in the minds oT 
either party, and whatever had been the wish of 
Buonaparte, the restless character of his army 
would have compelled him to some aggression, 
when he would hatve been better able to resist 
and to foil their attempts to subdue him. 

tt was iutile to say that he had now allied him- 
self to a party which had the real interests of 
France sit heart, and which had both the will and 
the power to restrain his aggressions abroad and 
his tyranny at home, it was not the first time 
that he had connected himself with the wellr 
wishers to France, and after he had used them as 
the means of attaining the summit of his wishes, 

had deluded, discarded, and destroyed them *. 

— - -' I • _ 

^ He was tinder the necessity of choosing as agaits and inini:- 
<rt^% men whom he inwahily detested. It was galling to his 
pride to be obliged to subnut to those whom he had fonnerly 
compelled either to obey him or be silent. At the commence- 
ment of his consulate he was, in the same manner^ obliged to 
feign sentiments jto which his heart was a stranger : but he sapped 
Ijy degrees the foundation of the edifice which he had raised. In 
proportion as his strength increased, he freed himself from some 
principles anil some men. The tribunate was first purified and 
aftei-wards destroyed. He preserved only two political bodies, en- 
slaved by terror, the one to deliver up to him the wealth of France, 
the other to lavidi for him her blood. 
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On these grounds, therefore^ the war which 
united Europe prepared to wage against him^ 
was not only justifiable, but necessary. The dis- 
position of the French army, nay, even of the 
French people, and the character of the indivi- 
dual at the head of the government, demonstrated 
that surrounding nations could not be at peace. 
The restless ambition and thirst of foreign con- 
quest, and the disregard for the rights and in- 
dependence of other states, which had charac- 
terized Napoleon and his army, exposed the 
whole of Europe to renewed scenes of devastation 
and blood. His destruction, ai$ a ruler, was there- 
fore required, not only as an expiation of former 
crimes, but as a necessary measure of precaution 
and security. The unbounded influence which he 
had hitherto exerted over a people so vain-glo- 
rious, so volatile, and so demoralized as the 
French, and the calamities in which, by these 
means, he had involved every surrounding country, 
not oply justified those countries in uniting^, but 
imperiously called upon them to unite, and pro^ 

■ -' f 

Htt is now pi:|i|suing th^ same patb. fifi emhx%c^ Ut^rty, 
only to dti^tr^y it. What he desires above all thing* is the means 
of military sifccess. When he shall have obtained these, h^ 
will thro\^ off the masic, laugh at the constitution to which he 
had sworn, and again resume his character and his empiie* 
Sparta is his model in the hour of danger, Conitanlinople in that 
oftriuiwphJ 

Report on the State of France hy Jtf* Chateaubritmi^ 
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hibit France from again placing herself at the dis- 
posal of a man in whose hands she must ever be 
an object of alarm and terror. 

Candour requires the acknowledgment, that ^ 
some enlightenfed men, who had the best oppor- 
tunity for observing him, and who would not 
be easily imposed upon, were persuaded that 
the intentions of Napoleon were honest. They 
imagined that he had seen the folly of his con- 
duct ; that he wished to atone for his eiTOrs, and 
that he had determined to respect the liberties of 
France and the peace of Europe. His conduct in 
the trying scenes that succeeded the battle of 
Waterloo, when he steadfastly refused to assume 
the dictatorship, when no entreaties of his mis- 
guided friends, or even of his brothers, could in* 
duce him to violate the rights of the legislature, 
favours this supposition. It has already been 
stated that Carnot was of this opinion. 

Others with some degree of plausibility rea- 
soned thus : — The ruling passion of Nfapoleon is 
ambition. That passion is riot, never can be ex- 
tinct. To excite the admiration of his cotempo- 
raries, andto become the hero of future annals, is 
the grand aim of all his actions, the only end for 
which he appeai*s to live; for this he will commit 
crime without malignant intention, and practise 
TirtuewithcMit merit 

The same passion which formeriy suggested 
the romantic plan of universal empire. Will noW^ 
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direct and coartraio him to adopt an opposite 
CQume. Public opinion, on which he so much 
depends, and which is so necessary to his exist* 
ence, repels with horror the chains of despotism, 
even though faluricated of gold, zx\d the palaits of 
victory if stained with blood. Opinion^ the nous^ 
tress <if the masters of the world, now ^x^ets from 
him peace and liberty; peace founded on justice? 
and cespented by good faith, and liberty protected 
and supported by the laws. At this price she 
promises him glory and immortality, and at this, 
prife he will purcha3e the obj^ects of bis most 
ardent wishes. 

This reasoning, however plauaibla, however in^ 
testing, would not heal the yet. bleeding wounds^ 
whif h Russia, Prussia, and Austria, had received 
at Friedlandf Jena, and Austertitz. The allies 
could hot and ought not to trust him. He had no 
pledges to give, and without suflicient pledges 
they were not justified in compromising the peace 
and security of Eiarope. Allowing that h^ was 
now sincere in his wish for peace* it was neces^ 
sary that the world shouldreceiv^ in hispunishinent 
an awful and instructive example of the fetal con- 
sequences of crime. After long habits of depravity, 
w> professed change of sentiment, no protestations 
Qf repentaific^ will or can \^ rf^«Mrd^, 

The war was justifiable on an^th^r principle. 
Thf^ allifis ^^ grattte^ mvich better terms to 
^rj^ce tlj^iat^ would have granted had SnoQfh 
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parte been on the tfarooe. They granted these 
advantageous terms on the plain and evident un-» 
derstaiiding> that Buonaparte wa^ for ever ex^ 
eluded from the government. But he had as^ 
turned the reins of power. The fundamental 
principle of the treaty vras therefore violated, and 
the allies were again in an actual state of wai^ 
with France, if they deemed it prudent to renew 
^|)e contest. 

^ The qn^ion may be summed up by an ex- 
tract from the luminous and argumentative speech 
of Lord Grenville in the debate of the house of 
peers. May S)&th. The author cannot subscribe 
to eiPttry positi<m of the noWe lord,, but cheerfully 
Mccdies to his general conclusion* After statin^} 
that by the violatioo of the treaty of Paris, the alliet 
ii^re now actually at war with Buonapart€|i» and that • 
it was not a question whether we should make wajTi 
bitt whether we should conclude a peace ; he a4> 
yerto to the chari^cter of the French ruler aa incouK 
palible with the security of EuiVpe. ^ 

"No reasonable man/' be said, "certainly ^ 
man in that house conld confide in the Sf&ority to 
be found in treaty with Buonaparte. I^urity 
must be looked for in other mmm. Speaking of 
the security or insecucily of treaiti«fl^ be^sfaovld not 
attempt a statement of bow many vitriattcAs Buo^ 
naparte had been guilty, but he would ask ai^ 
one to die w him one countar^, imiitg the last t» 
or twdife y^ars, which find sought! peabe or mAtf 



Digitized by 



Google, 



272 JUSTIFICATION 

by treaty with him, that had not found itself 
visited with the highest aggravations of the very 
evils it had attempted to ward off Instead of enu- 
merating violations, he would ask who would 
rest his security on Buonaparte, and who would 
point out a treaty with him that was not fol- 
lowed by the disadvantage of the other contracting 
party? His noble friend (Earl Grey) in a laudable 
anxiety for peace, in which he fully shared with 
him, had indulged in expectations in whichhe could 
not indulge. Age certainly imposed limite On the 
^activity and ambition of man ; but that had not as 
yet occurred : little had occurred since his return 
which he could trace to the amendment of his dis- 
position. God forbid he should suppose that no 
amendment could take place in any man : but in 
looking to the general safety of nations, and to 
the happiness and existence of his own country, he 
could not rest upon probabilities merely, where, 
especially, he saw no reasonable hopes, and when 
the very act of the man, which occasioned the 
present crisis, was one of the strongest examples 
of his faithlessness and amtntion vWhicb his life had 
oflfered/' 

Aftervrards speddngof the fall of Lewii^, he says, 
" He was the vk^n of peace. He was the sacri* 
fiee of his good fattb. It was because he w^s the 
friend of peace, and wa» 4eiirous to keep peace 
with the oitet eoiMtriw of Burope; that a-soMiery 
accnstomed to rapine, and raised by their former 
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chief to principalities and powers carved out of 
the just rights of other people, were discontented, 
and desired no monarch but a general prepared to 
renew the work of spoliation. Was it nothing to 
be desired to sanction a system under which Eu- 
rope had so long groaned, with such an army, and 
such a chief at its head ? If his disposition was 
said to hate undergone some change, his situation 
was now again changed, and as the army was for- 
merly upheld by spoliation and plunder, so now 
for the same objects he was recalled by his former 
instruments^ who alone could maintain him in his 
recovered power. If any person would consider 
the present situation of Buonaparte in France, it 
must appear that judging by all human probabi- 
lities, it would be necessary for him, even Sup- 
posing we were inclined to remain at peace wi4h 
him, to keep his army in good humour by 
leading them on to unprovoked aggression against 
some foreign nation, which would force us into 
the contest however we might be disinclined to it. 
If we were to look at all his former policy we 
should see that he was under a sort of necessity to 
endeavour to maintain his power by the same 
means by which he had acquired it/' 

It is unnecessary to enlarge oa the remaining 
part of the justificatory paper of the allies. The 
concluding sentences of the sec<md division are 
admirably expressed aad coatain unanswerable 
reasoning. 

T 
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*^ The commission thinks it unnecessary to 
enter at present into an exposition of the consider- 
ations which, under the last point of view, hare 
directed the measures of cabinets. It will be suf- 
ficient to remind them, that the man, who now 
offers to sanction the treaty of Paris, arid pretends 
to substitute his guarantee for that of a sovereign 
whose loyalty was unstained, and his beneyolence 
unbounded, is the same who, for fifteen years, has 
ravaged and convulsed the earth to find food for 
his ambition ; who has sacrificed millions of vic- 
tims, and the happiness of a whole generation to a 
system of conquest, which truces, little entitled to 
the name of peace, have only served to render 
more oppressive and more odious; who, after 
having by his senseless eiiterprises tired even for- 
tune, armed all Europe against him, and exhausted 
all the means of France, has been compelled to 
renounce his projects, and abdicate his power, 
in order to save some wrecks of his existence ; 
^o, at a time when the nations of Europe gave 
themselves up to the hope of enjoying lasting 
tranquillity, has meditated fresh catastrophes, 
and through an act of double treason, both 
towards the powers who had too generously spared 
him, and towards a government which he could 
only attack through the blackest treachery, has 
usurped a throne which he had renounced, and 
which he had only occupied to iMict misery on 
France, and on the world. This man bad no otber 
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guarantee to propose to Europe but his word. 
After the cruel experience of fifteen years, who 
would be rash enough to accept that guarantee i 
And if the French nation has really embraced his 
cause, who would haye more respect for the gua« 
rantee which she may offer ? — ^Peace with a govem*- 
ment placed to such hands, and composed of such 
elements would only prove a perpetual state of uu* 
certainty, anxiety, and danger. No powers could 
really disarm; nations would not enyoy any of the 
advantages of a true pacification ; they would be 
crushed by expense of all kinds. As cOnfidatoe 
would no where revive, industry and commerce 
would every where languish: there would be 
tio stability in politkal relations ;^^-gloomy discon* 
tent would sit brooding on every country, and 
alarmed Europe would dailyexpectfreshexplosions. 
The sovereigns have certainly not mistaken the 
interests of their subjects, when they have thought 
that open war, with all its inconveiuenci6s,aildail 
its sacrifices, preferable to such a etate: and the 
measures which they have adopted, have met with 
general approbation. The opinkm of Europe has 
pronounced itself on this great occasion in a most 
positive and most soleom manner. Never has it 
been possible more •dearly to ascertain the senti^ 
ments of nations, and more faithfully to interpret 
tbem, ^^an at a motneiit ^when the represeii:tatives 
of all the pow^rS'were uniited 4o oodsolidate the 
peace of the world;** 

t2 
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In the mean time Napoleon anticipating the 
designs o£ the allies, continued the most vigorous 
prepanUions for the approaching contest. Every 
effort was made to increase the regular army, and 
the following eneiigetic proclamation was pub- 
lished. 

" You earnestly wished for your Emperor. He 
is arrived. You have supported him with all 
your efforts. Rally with all possible despatch 
around your standards, that you may be ready to 
defend your country against enemies who are de- 
sirous of regulating our national colours, im- 
posing sovereigns upon us, and dictating con- 
stitutions. Under these circumstances, it is the 
duty of every Frenchman, already accustomed to 
war, to join the imperial standard. Let us pre- 
sent a frontier of brass to our enemies, and proye 
to them that we are always the same. 

** Soldiers ! — Whether you have obtained un,- 
limited or limited furloughs, or whether you have 
received your discharge, if your wounds are healed, 
and you are in a state fit to serve, come and join 
the army ! Honour, your country, your emperor 
invites you ! 

** With what reproaches would you not have 
cause to overwhelm me, were our fine country 
again to be ravaged by those soldiers whom you 
so often vanquished, and were the foreigner to in- 
vade and obliterate France firom the ms^) of Europe. 
(Signed) " The Prince of Eckmuhl." 
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The national guards were ordered to be em- 
bodied, and distributed among the different fort- 
resses of the country. Three thousand one hundred 
and thirty battalions of seven hundred and twenty 
men each were commanded to be immediately 
equipped for service, making a grand total of two 
millions two hundred and fifty-five thousand and 
forty soldiers. Had he been able to have called 
into action this immense body, and to have in- 
stilled a sufficient portion of enthusiasm into their 
ranks, he might have bid defiance to the world. 
But scarcely a. tenth part were ever enrolled, and 
only a few battalions opposed any effectual resist- 
ance to the invaders. In some departments the 
guards altogether refused to be embodied ; in 
others they would not march beyond their native 
province ; and in many places when they were 
compelled to march, they found means to desert 
at every turning, and ere the battalion had pro- 
ceeded many leagues from the frontiers of the dc-. 
partmeat every soldier had disappeared. 

The old soldiers, however, crovrded to the im- 
perial standard, and a brave and numerous army 
was soon placed at his liisposal, with which 
he might expect at least to open the campaign 
with eclat ; and he indulged the hope that some 
brilliant action at the commencement of the con- 
test might excite the enthusiasm of the French, or 
discoficert or disunite the Allies^ 

JusUy alarmed at the confederation which threat- 
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eiied him, he was anxious to increase his dispos- 
able force* *' I must have an immediate levy of 
three hundred thousand men/' said be one day to 
Carnot. " The thing is impossible/^ was the re- 
ply. >^ But are not the conscript laws in exist* 
ence ?'* — " Yes, but they will no longer be obeyed 
as formerly/*--^'' What ! am I not still Emperor ?" 
" Yes, Sire ! but with restrictions and limits/' 
xNapoleon broke out into one of his paroxysms of 
rage and quitted tb^ council. 

Numerous workmen were now employed in for- 
tifying the heights of Montmartre, Chaumont, and 
Mesnil-Montant, in the neighbourhood of Paris. 
This wai^ strenuously opposed by Carnot, as cal- 
culated to alarm and disgust Uie citizens. It 
would shew the fear which Napoleon entertained 
that the Allies might ^gain penetrate to Paris, and 
his determination to expose; his capital to the hor^- 
rors of a siege. If either of these suspicions were 
PQWerftiUy excited it must necessarily injure bis 
cause. 

When he first proposed this measure to the 
counciil of his ministers^ he askfd Carnot whs^t 
time and money would be necessary* " Two hun- 
dred millions and three years,'' replied the mini* 
ster, " and when the works are completed^ I would 
only require sixty thousand men and twenty-four 
hours to destroy all/' Buonaparte smothered his 
rising passion, but persisted in his deter«iin«ttOi)u 

OrderaMrereissoeidtoiwp^QtMid^Qm^ktetJbic^AHr^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF KAFQJUEON. 279 

tificatioQS of every garrison town. Soissons, Laon, 
Laf(&re, Saint-Quentin, Guise, Cb^teau-Thierryi 
Vitry, and Langres were placed in a respectable 
state of defence. Cbalons, Rheims, Dijon, the 
VoG|ge9, Jura, and Argonne, already strong by na- 
ture, were rendered nearly impregnable. Many 
hundred workmen were daily employed in tbe for- 
tifications of Lyons, and no effort was spared to 
oppose every obstacle to the progress of the in- 
vader. £yei7 defile was guarded ; — fortifications 
were erected at the heads of the bridges;— -batteries 
crowned the suminit of every mountain, and the 
flin Qf prq>aration sounded frqm the northerf^ 
hmtWT to the Jiyi^iterranean ^ea. 

On bis first landing in France Napoleon had 
pledged himself to give tbe Fr^ch a const^utioqi 
agreeable tq their wishes, and favourable tq their 
liberties, lie npw hasteped to redeem his j^edgcw 
Ipclination and necessity equally prompted this 
measure. He appointed a qommissipn to draw up 
the form pf a constitution to be subn^itted to tii^ 
choice of the pittipn. Bishop GregQirf* veil knoin^n 
^ his att^cbpient to rational liberty, and Ben- 
J4n)i4 Cosfrfant, who had so lately and so boldly 
£y[iiQken hUt ^^^x^e^tB of tfif^ Eipperor, and s.q 
ptrenuou^Iy op9<^4 )iiis c;^^Jpe, ^ere members of 
this cpmipiwiqp. . 

After labouring ^qm^ ^rw }^ this honourable 
jei|iph>y4n.ent, it qccmr^ tp t^iem, th^ the ple%^ 
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tation did not emanate from any commission 
formed by the Emperor, but that the electoral 
colleges should nominate one person from eaph 
department to prepare the outline of the consti^ 
tutional charter. Napoleon assented to this, and 
measures were ordered to be taken accordingly. 
But in the mean time the difficulties of his si- 
tuation pressed upon him. The allies were ad- 
vancing on every side. They threatened soon to 
cross the frontiers, and long before these com- 
missioners could have been appointed, and col- 
lected together at Paris, and there prepared the 
important documents and that document could 
have been transmitted to the departments, and the 
will of the nation declared respecting it, the war 
would certainly have commenced ; and had it 
commenced before France had any settled or ac- 
knowledged government, the utmost confusion 
would have prevailed, and the resources for car- 
rying on the war could not have been provided. 
He therefore resolved, in opposition to the advice 
of many of his friends, to ofier to the acceptance 
of the people, a constitution neither digested by 
the first commissioners, nor by those who were to 
have been appointed by the departments, but prin- 
cipally drawn up by himself, with the assistance of 
some zealous yet rational friends of freedom. 

This gave great discontent and displeasure. It 
resembled the arbiti*ary measures which had dis- 
tinguished his former course. It was a breach of 
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his most solemn promise. . It was not a constitution 
framed by the people. They were not permitted 
to alt^r or. modify a single article, and were con- 
fined to the simple approval or rejection of the 
whole. 

It had been justly objected to Lewis, that he 
\ had given a constitution to the French, and not 
accepted it from them, and Napoleon, after haying 
explicitly acknowledged that to the people alone 
belonged the right of choosing their own charter, 
trod in the footsteps of the former government, and 
gave his subjects a constitution in his turn. The 
French had imagined that the Champ de Mai 
would have been convoked for some other purpose, 
than to examine a list of votes, and that the repre* 
sentatives of a great> nation would there have ex- 
ercised the privilege of discussing with the sove- 
reign the rights, and privileges, and welfare of 
their constituents. 

It was likewise expected that Napoleon would 
have recognized his former abdication, and left the 
choice of the dynasty, as well as the form of the 
government, to the free will of the people. . This 
would have been an easy and a safe compliment to 
the French. His re-election would have been se- 
cure, and the people would have been enthusiasti- 
cally«ind inseparably attached to him, who was, by 
this solemn and public act, the man of their choice. 

It was seriously proposed in the council, that 
Napoleon should for the present lay aside the title 
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of Emperor, and assume tifat of Graeratisiimo, Qr 
President of the Republic. To this, after a tem- 
porary burst of passion, he consented. Dayoust 
and D^cres, who strenuously opposed this hiiua* 
liation of their master, were to be dismissed from 
the cabinet, and Lucien Buonaparte appointed mi- 
nister of the interior, Camot minister of war^ and 
Merlin nainister of justice. When si^ddenly, Na* 
poleon repented of his moderation, and determine^ 
to avoid every contest respecting his title and 
re«election to power, by publishing the Additional 
Act on his own authority, as, ^^ By th^ Grace of 
God, Emperor of the French/' Tbi^ gave great of- 
fence, and particularly disgusted Foqche, who had 
warmly urged his temporary resignation. 

The Duke of Otranto, in his official note prer 
sented to the ministers of the allied powerS) ah 
August 8th, says, ^^ that public expectation was 
deceived to such a point, that a cry of indign^tiiiHI 
was heard from one end of France to |he other \* 
and he ad<is, '^ it is to be regretted that at tba^ 
decisive monient negotiations were not op(snf3d 
with the King as well as with the allied powers.'" 
But Carnot, as steady a friend of Uberity as Fouch^ 
when asked why he continued to rely on the vain 
promises of Buonaparte, after he had seen hini re* 
sume his dictatorial habits, replied, that ^^ b^ was 
not entirely undeceived by these diiot»tpri^l steps, 
though they were not whpt might have been /ex- 
pected after what he had proHised, as th/^y were 



Digitized by 



Google 



ACT. 



princiiuJly owing to ibe extraordinary steps which 
he was obliged to take with so much precipitation/' 

This probably is the real solution of the trans- 
action. Whatever might have been his ulterior 
intentions, whatever his wishes to resume his former 
despotk sway, he would at first have redeemed his 
pledge* He would have permitted the French to 
form their own constitution, for he well knew that 
he would be placed at the head of the government; 
he was secure of the affection of the army ; and he 
had had sufficient experience, that once fully in* 
vested with power, and flattering the darling pas» 
sions of the French, bis will would soon have be* 
come his only efficient law. The prompt and 
vigorous measures of the allies rendered it impos- 
sible to resort to the constitutional but dilatory 
forms which the sanguine and perhaps unreason^ 
able advocates of freedom required. Had be in^ 
dulged their wishes, the allies would have invaded 
a country without a government, and the exertiomr 
of the executive power would have been rendered 
impotent 

This important document he strangely called 
*' An Additional Act to the Constitutions of the 
Empire."' Although by the various articles of that 
act, every objectionable part of bis former tyran- 
nical government was removed, or rendered ini^t, 
yet he appeared^ to assume those Constitutions w 
the basis of his present charter, of which the 
French had so lo«dly imd so justly oomplained. 
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and by which he had been able to lavish their 
wealth and their blood, and to drag his country to 
the verge of destruction. This gave consider- 
able offence. It was impolitic, and might have 
been avoided. The very name of the " Additional 
Act,*' when he had pledged himself to give them a 
new Constitution, lost him the affections of thou- 
sands who had hitherto been devoted to his cause. 
This Additional Act, however, contained in it 
every thing that reasonable men could desire. 
The preamble justly describes its character, and 
merits preservation. 

** Napoleon by the Grace of God and the Constitu- 
tions, Emperor of the French ; to all who are 
and shall be, health. 

Since we were first called, now fifteen years past, 
by the wishes of France to the Government of the 
State, we have endeavoured to improve, at various 
periode, the constitutional forms according to the 
nmnts and desires of the nation, and profiting by 
the lessons of experience. The Constitutions of 
*the empire have thus been formed from a series of 
acts which have been clothed with the approbation 
of the people. We then had for our object to orga- 
nize a grand federate European system, which we 
had adopted asbeingconformable to the spirit of the 
age, and fevourable to the progress of civilization. 
In order to complete this, and to give it all the 
extent and stability of which it was susceptible, 
we had postponed the establishment of many in« 
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temal institutions, more especially those which 
were destined to protect the liberty of citizens* 
Henceforward our aim will only be to augment the 
prosperity of France by consolidating public liberty; 
From this results the necessity of many important 
modifications in the Constitutions, Senatus Con- 
sultums, and other acts which govern this empire. 
For thbse reasons, wishing, on one side, to pre* 
serve of the past what is good and salutary, and, on 
the other, to render the Constitutions of our empire 
in every thing conformable to the national wishes 
and wants, as well as to the state of peace which 
we desire to maintain with Europe, we have re- 
solved to refer to the people a> series of proposi*- 
tions tending to modify and improve the Constitu- 
tional Acts, to surround the rights of citizens 
with all their safeguards, to give the representative 
system all its extension, to invest the intermediate 
corps with desirable importance ai^d power ; in~ 
short, to combine the highest point of political 
liberty and of individual safety with the strength 
and concentration necessary to cause foreign 
powers to respect the independence of the French 
people, and the dignity of our Crown. Conse- 
quently, the following articles, forming a Suj^le- 
mentary Act to the Constitutions of the empire, shall 
be submitted to the free and solemn acceptation 
of all the citizens throughout the whole of France.*' 
The act is almost entirely founded on the 
model of the British Constitution, with such differ- 
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Alices only as the situation of Fi^anoe, and Am 
effects of the rerolution rendered necessary. The 
prero^ires of the the sovereign are not enn1n^- 
rated. This jls a strange and important oftiissioni 
and loud ware the complaints of many disi^ 
pointed men. It iras, iK^weyer, und«rMi>od theit 
be was to possess the power of declaring war, aod 
making treaties of peace, dliancei ot commerce: 
but he depended on the grants of the chamber ctf 
representatives to render all these effioctuaL TbeAe 
grants were annual, and thus afforded tbe strongest 
dheck against unnecessary wars or extravagant 
•expenditure. The Emperor had the nomination 
to all offices, including the prefects of the pro- 
vinces, and the mayors of the towns. The first 
nomination to the peerage lay with him, but after^ 
wards the peerage was hereditary. Every perscm 
posi^ssed of one thousand francs per annum was 
eligible 1o the chamber of representatiyes, and 
every landed proprietor possessed the right of 
vexing as an elector. The chamber was renewed 
every five years. The manufactoring and coni- 
mercial interests bad a special representation. 
The Emperor possesi^ the power of prorc^ing, 
adjourning, and dissolving the chamber of re^ 
presentatives, but tl^ proclamation that pro^ 
nounced the dissolution appointed a new meeting 
of representatives within six mmiths at furthest 
During the interval the peers could not sit. The 
government proposed all laws, to which the cham- 
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bers might ^ove dtiletidinen^ ; and the chambers 
possessed the power of petitioning the govern- 
ment to prepare any law, on a determinate subject. 
The general and direct taxes, whether on lands 
or ttioveables, could be voted only for a year. No 
tax in money or kind could be appointed/ no loan 
could be raised, no levy of men for the army 
could be ordered, but by virtue of a law, and the 
law of taxes, loans, and levies of men, could be 
made only in the chiamber of representatives. 

AH the acts of government Mvere to be counter- 
signed by a minister holding a department^ and 
those ministers were responsible for every act 
signed by them, and might at any time be accused 
by the chamber of representatives and judged by 
the peers. The Emperor appointed all judges^ 
but they were irremoveable, and for Kfe. The in- 
stitution of juries was maintained. Ail transac- 
tions in criminal matters were public. Mili- 
tary offences could only be tried by military tri- 
bunals, but all other offences, even if committed 
by soldiers, were wiilhin the jurisdiction of the 
civil tribunals. No person could be arrested, 
prosecuted, imprisoned, or exiled, except accord- 
ing to the forms prescribed by the^ laws. To this 
should have been added an imperative order to 
the judges to grant an habeas corpus, to bring 
any person arrested or detained before them, to 
ascertain the legality of the proceeding. Liberty 
of worship was granted to all. All property pos- 
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sessed or acquired according to the laws was in« 
yiolable. The freedom of the press was e^itablished^ 
and every citizeD had the right of printing and 
publishing his thoughts (signing his name) with- 
out any previous censorship, and subject only 
after the publication to legal responsibility by the 
verdict of a jury. The right of petitioning was 
assured to all citizens. 

Such is the outline of this Additional Act. It 
doubtless had its imperfections. It was not what 
the republican party expected, and some of its 
articles gave offence to the moderates ; but it se* 
cured to the French as much freedom as they 
were capable of bearing. It guaranteed to the 
people liberty without licentiousness, to the Prince 
power without despotism, and to the nation inde- 
pendence without anarchy. 

It received the highest testimony of its general 
excellence which could possibly be given, in the 
unwilling encomium extorted from M. Chateau- 
briand, in his report of the state of France presented 
to Louis XVIII in council. " In other respects. 
Sire ! the constitution of Buonaparte is a new 
homage to your wisdom. It is little different 
from the constitutional charter. He has only 
anticipated with his accustomed petulance, the 
improvements and completions which your pru- 
dence meditated*. 

* Report, &c. Page 49. 
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An article was added to it in consequence of the 
declaration of the allies of the 13th of March, and 
as disgraceful as the style of that paper. The al- 
lies had excluded Napoleon ft*om the pale of civil 
society, and ha retaliates by for ever excluding the 
Bourbons from all eligibility to the throne. " The 
French people declare, moreover, that in the dele- 
gation which they have made, and which they shall 
make of their powers, they have not intended to 
give,' nor do they give the right of proposing the 
re-establishment of the Bourbons, or any prince of 
that family on the throne, even in case of the ex- 
tinction of the imperial dynasty/' This was a mean 
and pitiful reveuge, and injured him in the estima^^ 
tion of the most respectable classes of his subjects. 

This additional act was offered to the acceptance 
or rejection of the French people: Every French- 
man of mature age was invited to inscribe his vote 
for or against it, in registers which were opened 
in every town and district. These votes were to 
be collected and the grand result published at the 
Champ de Mai, which was convened on the 26th 
of May. 

The Champ de Mai, or Champ de Mars, is a 
large expanse in front of the Military School, bor- 
dered on both sides with double avenues of trees^ 
which extend from the school almost to the banks 
of the Seine. It was appropriated, like the Campus 
Martins at Rome, to the reviews of troops, and to 
horse and foot races on public festivals. 

u 
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It did not, however, derive its name from any 
imitation of the Roman Campus Martins* In tt^ 
early periods of the French monarchy, the general 
assemblies of the nation were held in this place. 
The objects of the meeting were to frame new laws, 
to submit the complaints of the people to the royal 
ear, to compose differences among the barons, and 
to review the forces of the kingdom. It was de^ 
nominated the Champ de Mars, because the as* 
sembly took place in the month of March. In the 
middle of the eighth century, Pepin transferred it 
to the month of May as a milder and more convex 
nient season. After this it was called either the 
Champ de Mars or the Champ de Mai. Under 
the second race of kings, similar meetings were 
held both in the beginning of the year, and in 
August or September. Under the third race they 
gradually changed their character, and assumed 
the title of Parliaments and Et&ts Genereaux, 
which they preserved to the period of the revo- 
lution. 

One circumstance attending the promulgation 
of the Additional Act gave great and just offence 
to every moderate and reasonable man. The army 
and navy were invited to deliberate on it, and 
transmit their approval or dissent. 

In every state which boasts the slightest portion 
of liberty a deliberative voice has been jealously 
withheld from the military. The duty of the army 
is to defend the country from invasion, and to obey 
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the commands of the executiTe power. Its v^y 
character renders it dangerous and fatal to free- 
dom, to permit it to have a voice in the legislative 
deliberations of the country. 

This novel compliment tkow paid to the army, 
was the result of the difficult circumstances in 
which Napoleon was placed. His whole depend- 
ence was on the attachment and devotion of his 
soldiers. His fate was in their hands ; and by their 
aid alone could be avert the destruction which 
thi^eatened to overwhelm him. Yet even on this 
ground bis conducft was not justifiable. It was an 
unnecessary violation af every eonstitutionaf prin- 
ciple. His troops would not have claimed a pri- 
vilege, to which in no country had the army ever 
•been entitled ; and the gratuitous offer of it excited 
in the mind of every rational man the most painful 
suspicions, and prepared the way for alienatioti 
and disgust. »^ 

The arrival of Lucien Buonaparte at this con- 
juncture was of infinite advantage to the Emperor. 
Lucien bad been a sturdy republican. His talents 
were universally acknowledged, and hiscourageous 
apposition to the former tyranny of Napoleon was 
#eshinthe memory of all. The reconciliation of the 
brothers was therefore regarded as a pledge of the 
sincerity of Buonaparte, and the triumph of liberty. 

The motive for Lucien's return is somewhat 
•^iflScult to appreciate. It had been universally 
^kaowledged that he rivalled, and even excelled 

v2 
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Napoleon in the powem of his mind ; and the noble 
resistance which he had made to the tyranny of his 
brother had raised him high in the public estima- 
tion. He had nobly refused to co-^>erate in the 
plans of Napoleon, as soon as he was convinced 
that his ultimate object was not the wellure of 
France and the triumph of liberty, but the grati- 
fication of his own inordinate ambition. He re- 
fused, although he was tempted by a crown ; and 
retiring from public life, he passed many years 
happily employed in the education of his family, 
and the cultivation of literature and the arts. 

Had Lucien, prompted by that fraternal affection, 
which all the atrocities of Napoleon's character, 
and all the injuries that had been heaped on him- 
self bad not been able entirely to obliterate, re- 
solved to sacrifice his former principles and his 
well-earned fame, to support the desperate fortunes 
of his brother, and assist him in re-establishing his 
former despotism ; or did he believe that the Em- 
peror must have learned some wisdom in the school 
of adversity, and hope that his influence might 
confirm every good resolution, and secure the true 
glory of Napoleon's future reign, and the welfare 
and liberty of France? Posterity will decide this 
point, and the course of our narrative will throw 
considerable light on it 

While the French were deliberating on the Ad- 
ditional Act, Napoleon left no means unattempted 
to disunite the coalesced powers, or to drive off the 
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cTil day. Overtures were made to the Court of 
Vienna, proposing to abdicate the throne in favour 
of his son, and that the Empress should be ap- 
pointed Regent in the name of the young Napo- 
leon ; at the same time the Emperor solemnly 
pledged himself that he would not interfere in the 
affairs of France. These overtures were regarded 
as a proof of weakness, and no notice was taken 
of them. 

Otheroffers of the most alluringnature were then 
made. Napoleon proposed to abandon, and even 
to unite in crushing Murat, who had penetrated 
throu^ the Papal territories, repulsed the Austrian 
forces, and threatened to wrest the whole of Italy 
from the Austrian yoke. These overtures, tempt* 
ing as they were, remained equally disregarded ; 
and the foolish impetuosity of Murat soon ex-, 
posed him to destruction. 

Joachim Murat had been avowedly placed on the 
throne of Naples by his brother-in-law Napoleon, 
to assist him in the grand projects which he medi- 
tated ; but in 1813, when the fortunes of the Em- 
peror were evidently declining, Murat followed 
the example of every surrounding power, and not 
only renounced his alliance, but swelled the ranks 
of his enemies. It was at that time expressly sti^ 
pulated that, as the price of his joining the confe- 
deracy against France, he should be permitted to 
hold the undisturbed sovereignty of Naples* 

Whether compelled by necessity, or actuated 
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by principle, he joined the confederacy, and ma^ 
terially contributed to the deliverance of Europe. 
But when his assistance w«d no longer required, 
some of the allies began to recollect that he was 
one of the family of Buonaparte, one of Napo- 
Icon's kings, and that they should riolate the ge* 
neral principles which they had laid down as the 
rule of their conduct, if any of the upstart mon« 
archs of the revolution were permitted to reign 
in Europe. 

It is well known, that in tbe deliberations of the 
congress, Talleyrand repeatedly demanded his 
dethronement, and that his expulsion was seri^ 
ously meditated* It was even demi-officially as- 
serted, that " the throne of Naples could not be 
occupied by a soldier of fortune without violating 
the policy of the sovereigns ; — ^that they had con- 
secrated the principles of hereditary right, and, 
this included the dethronement of usurpers/* 

Murat had watched the proceedings of Congress 
with the utmost anxiety ; and foreseeing what 
would be the result of their determinations, took 
advantage of the disaffection of the Italian states 
to the Austrian domination, and advancing through 
the ecclesiastical states, proclaimed the independ- 
ence and liberty of Italy. It was preconcerted 
between him and Napoleon, that the enterprise 
of each should be undertaken at the same time. 

The history of the Neapolitan war belongs not 
to the present work. It will be sulSEieient to state, 
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that not receiving from the Italians the support 
which he expected, he was soon crushed by the 
overwhelming power of the Austrians, and Fer* 
dinand reinstated cm the throne of his ancestors. 

However low the origin of Murat, and how- 
ever disputable the right by which he first as- 
sumed the throne, it cannot be denied that he 
was one of the best of Napoleon's kings. He evi- 
dently had the interests of Naples at heart, and 
he had gained the affections of every class of his 
subjects. The Neapolitans were unanimous in 
the expression of their ardent wishes, that they 
might never more be subject to the despotism of 
tiieir former tyrants, and that the arbiters of the 
destinies of nations might permit their present 
sovereign to realize all the happy prospects which 
were unfolding to their view.* 

* The termiDation of Murat's political career was sudden and 
tragical. Driven from the Neapolitan dominions he sought re- 
fuge in France, and there, on the return of the Bourbons, he 
was persecuted and proscribed. He had hired a vessel at Toulon 
, on the intelligence of their arrival, by which he might effect his 
escape, but the ship sailed without him, carrying away all his 
ctfects and attendants. He was left completely destitute, and 
wandered about more than a fortnight in the woods, subsisting on a 
fewj)ieces of brown bread which he obtained from the humanity of 
th6 neighbouring shepherds. He, at length, threw himself on 
the mercy of the inmates of a smaU villa near Toulon, where he 
remained concealed more than a month, indebted for his daily 
food to the benevolence of two naval officers. While he remained 
in concealment he wrote repeatedly and ineffectually to some 
friends at Paris, claiming their interference and protection. Hi» 



Digitized by 



Google 



296 OXATH 

letters were cither intercepted, or neglectal The place of bis 
retreat was now discovered* A band of more than sixty armed 
men surrounded the house, and he had scarcely time to escape to 
an adjoining vineyard, carrying with him two bimce of pistols, 
and resolved to sail his life as dearly as possible, and to diemthei 
than fall into the power of his enemies. They passed him threat, 
eiuing vengeance as he lay concealed in the thick foliage. The 
search was continued several days, without success, and a reward 
was set upon his head. He tremblingly stole from his retreat 
every night, and received some scanty and precarious subsist- 
ence from the officers, who would not ema now desert him ; ^and 
at: length he was enabled, by their means, to escape to Bastia 
in Corsica. They were immediately cashiered, and thrown into 
prisqn. 

From Bastia he removed to Ajaccio, where he was jaincd by 
many of his firiends. An offer was here made by the court of 
Austria, to grant him an honourable and safe retieat in any part 
of the Austrian dominions, on condition of his renouncing for 
cyer Uie Neapolitan throne. To this he pretended to consent, 
that he might better conceal his real intentions. He had been 
informed of the unpopularity of Ferdinand, he knew that he 
was beloved by every class of his former subjects, and he had re- 
cdv^ many invitations to return, and resume his kingdom. In 
Tain his confidential friends endeavoured to dissuade him fron^ 
the rash enterprise ; in vain they represented the improbability of 
his first succesB, and the total impossibility of resisting the over- 
whelcping force which Austria and England would bring upon 
him. He replied, tl\at ** he could not submit to the humili- 
ating^ conditions imposed upon him ; — ^that there was neither mo- 
deration nor justice in compelling him to live in perpetual cap- 
tivity under the arbitrary laws of a despotic government ; — that 
this wa9 not the r^pect due to an unfortunate monarch who had 
been fon^erly ficknowledged by all Europe, igad who, in a most 
critical period^ ha^ undert^iken the campaign of 1814 in favour 
of those very powers, that now, contrary to their own intarests, 
^pnspired to crusl^ him ;— tbfit England aiyl Austria woufd hayci 
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nothiDg to fear from him }— diat he would not have driven the 
Austnam^ beyond the Poy had he m^ known that it was their de- 
termiBatioo to attack him ; — that it could uot now be attributed 
to hiiQ» that he would unite himself with Napoleon, who was an 
exile on the rocks of St. Helena ; — that Epgland and Austria 
might expect from him many advantages^ for which they would in 
vain look from the person by whom he was supplanted'^that the 
jnajorily of his subjects ardently expected his return, and that he 
was resolved to place himself at their itoad ;*-that he had often 
asposed himself to death in its most frightful forms, and that he 
W9S not afrai^ once move to defy it in the attempt to regain his 
rights^ and deliver himself from undeserved oppression ;-«nd Hbai 
his only fears were for his beloved family/* 

He difuwod of all his jewels and effects, and purchanng six 
gondolas, set sail from Bastia, September 38th, 1815, with two 
hundred soldiers and thirty officers. On the night of the 30th a 
violent tempest arose, and dispersed the little fleet ; and on the 
5th of October, rejoining another of his vessels, he was com- 
pelled to land at Pizzo, on the coast of Calabria, with fifty men. 
Few troops were quartered on this part of the coast, but no 
preparation been made for his reception. He immediately prce 
ceeded to the great square; assembled the people; reminded 
them of the benefits which they had received from him, and the 
fidehty which they had expressed ; and told them, that, reeaUed 
by the affection of his countr^^en, he was come to resume posses- 
sionof his throne. A few voices joined his officers in shouting *<Long 
live King Joachim ;*' but the population of the naghbouring 
villages hastily collecting, armed themselves and attacked him, 
and, after a desperate resistance, routed his little army, and took 
him prisoner. A court-martial was immediately assembled ; he 
was brought before it, and tried on one of his own laws, which 
decreed, that any person landing in the countiy with an intent 
of disturbing the public tranquillity should be shot. Ferdinand 
at first refused to ngn the warrant for his death, but being at 
length prevailed on by his ministers^ orders were given for the 
immediate exectition of the prisoner. When Murat was in- 
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Jbrmcd that his fate was decidtd, he expressed some snrprise tad 
indignatioii^ but^ immediately recollecting himself, requested a 
pair of sctzzars to cat off his hair, in order to send it to his wife, 
but iAm was ervieUy refused. He then intreated that he might be 
shot by tte small detachment of his guard which was at 
Pizzo; this was also refused. His request that the execution 
might tek^^ce in the Great Hall <^the Commandant of Pikbo 
was acceded to. Twelve Sicilian soldiers were then plac.ed dose 
to the door of the apartfllent. Murat bid ferewell to the priest 
who accompanied him, entered resolutely into the hall, uncovered 
his breast, gave the word ** Fire,'^ and iwnediatdy &\\, pierced 
by eight balls. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Proceedings of the King at Ghent. — Preparations 
of the Allies. — Enumeration of their Forces.— 
Efforts of Napoleon. — Emissaries at Brussels. — 
Conduct of Napokon at the Council. — Confedera- 
tion (ftbe Suburbs. 

Lbw<i» XVIII had retired from Lisle to Ghent, 
where he was surrounded by his small but faith- 
ful court, and whence he issued a variety of pro- 
olamations, which were the theme of ridicule 
among the adherents of Buonaparte, or only ac- 
quired importance by their connexion with the 
operations of the allies. 

The declaration of the 12th of April deserves 
to be recorded oa account of the moderation which 
it breathes, and the early avowal of the deter- 
mination of the allies to repeat the Bourbons on 
the throne* 

'' Ghent, April 12, 1815. 

"At the moment when we are about to place our- 
selves amid our people, we consider that we owe 
them, in the face of Europe, a formal declaration 
of our intentions. 

When Heaven and the nation recalled us to the 
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throne, we made before God the solemn promise, 
veryjsooihing to our heart, to forget injuries, and 
to labour without relaxation for the happiness of 
our subjects. — The sons of St. Lewis have never 
betrayed either Heaven or their country. 

Already had our people recovered, through our 
care, plenty at home, peace abroad, and the es- 
teem of all nations ; — already the throne, weak- 
ened by so many shocks, had begun to be firmly 
established, when treason forced us to quit our 
capital, and .to seek refuge on the coofines of our 
states. However, Europe has taken up arms. — 
Europe faithful to its treaties, will know no other 
King of France except ourselves. —Twelve hun- 
dred thousand men are about to march, to assure 
the repose of the world, and, a second time, to 
deliver our fine country. 

In this state of things, a man, whose whole 
strength is at present made up of artifice and de- 
lusion, endeavours to lead astray the spirit of the 
nation by his fallacious promises, to raise it against 
its king, and to drag it along with him into the 
abyss, as if to accomplish his frightful prophecy 
of 1814 :— '' If I fall, it shall be known how much 
the overthrow of a great man costs." 

Amid the alarms which the present danger of 
France has revived in our hearts, the crown, 
which we have never looked upon but as the 
power of doing good, would to our eyes have lost 
all its charms, and we should have returned with 
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pride to the exile in which twenty yeara of our 
life were spent in dreaming of the happiness of 
the French people, if our country was not menaced 
for the future with all the calamities which our 
restoration had terminated, — and if we were not the 
guarantees for France to the other sovereigns. 
The sovereigns who now afford so strong a mark 
of their affection cannot be abused by the cabinet 
of Buonaparte, with the Machiavelism of which 
they are acquainted. United by the friendship 
and interests of their people, they march without 
hesitation to the glorious end where Heaven has 
placed the general peace and happiness of nations. 

Thoroughly convinced, in spite of all the tricks 
of a policy now at its last extremity, that the 
French nation has not made itself an accomplice 
in the attempts of the army, and that the small 
number of Frenchmen who have been led astray 
must soon be sensible of their error, they regard 
France as their ally. Wherever they shall find 
the French people faithful, the fields will be re- 
spected, the labourer protected, and the poor sue 
coured. They will reserve the weight of the war 
to let it fall on those provinces, who, at their 
approach, refuse to return to their duty. 

This restriction, directed by prudence, would 
sensibly afflict us if our people were less known 
to us; but whatever the fears may be with which 
it is endeavoured to inspire them with respect to 
our intentions, since our allies make war only 
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against rebeld, our people have nothing to dread; 
and we rejoice to think that their love for us shall 
not have been altered by a short absence, nor by 
the calumnies of libellers, nor by the promises of 
ihe chief of a faction, too much conyinced of bis 
weakness not to caress those who b^rn to destroy 
him. 

On our return to our capital, a return which 
we consider to be near at hand, our first care 
shall be to recompense virtuous citizens, who have 
devoted themselvesto the good cause, and to labour 
to banish even the very appearance of those disas- 
ters which may have withdrawn from us some of 
the French people. 

(Signed) Lewis/' 

A circumstance occnrred at this time, which 
though it was productive of no important political 
consequences, must have been highly gratifying to 
the monarch and his little court. In commemo- _ 
ration of his entry into Paris, on May 3d, 1814, 
and the warm attachment which the national 
guard had expressed for his person, Lewis had 
declared that on the anniversary of that day he 
•would commit himself to their protection, and 
they alone should do the duty of the palace. When 
the Sd of May approached, thirty young men of 
respectable families, and belonging to the Parisian 
national guard, secretly left the capital, and ef- 
fected their escape to Ghent. Arriving there, they 
concealed tfaemselveB «mI the purport of their 
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journey till the morDiog of the 3d, when they 
unexpectedly appeared before their colonel, the 
Count d^Artois, and demanded their privilege* 
The {H-ince immediately conducted them to his 
august brother, who received them with kindness, 
and was moved even to tears. He gratified them 
by consenting to their request; his household troops 
were dismissed for the day, and the good monarch, 
though in exile, once more had the delight to 
see himself surrounded and protected by the 
faithful guards of his good city of Paris. 

The activity of the warlike preparations of the 
Allies knew no relaxation. When Lewis ^rst re- 
tired to Ghent, the British force in Belgium did 
not consist of more than fifteen thousand men, 
the Belgian troops did not equal that number, and 
the Prussians in Luxembnrgh and the neighbour- 
hood of Juliers and Cleves scarcely exceeded forty 
thousand men. This was the only force which 
could have been opposed to a sudden irruption 
of the French. Before the middle of June the 
British force had increased to sixty thousand men,^ 
and the King of the Netherlands had more than 
half as many. One hundred and fifty thousand 
Austrians, disengaged from Murat, were ready to 
penetrate by the Alps; one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand more had nearly reached the Rhine : two 
hundred and twenty-five thousand Russian had 
almost advanced to the frontiers of France, and six 
corps q{ Prussians, consisting in the whole of two 
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hundred and thirty-«ix thousand men, were^ reader 
to penetrate the French territory at yariqus points. 
If to these be added the contingents from the various 
states of Germany, amounting to one hundred and 
fifty, thousand men, it will appear that a million 
of soldiers were under arms, and within a few 
weeks* march of France. 

At the head of these formidable armies were the 
most renowned generals of the age, iSome of 
them had already fought successfully against 
Napoleon, and others had acquired equal fame by 
vanquishing every marshal who had been opposed 
to them. Prince Schwartzenberg was coimmander 
in chief of the Austrians, having under his orders 
Field-marshal Bellegarde, and generals Frimont, 
Bianchi, and Vincent. The Russians were com- 
manded by the Grand Duke Constantine, seconded 
by generals Barclay de Tolly, Sacken, and Lan- 
geron. Prince Blucher headed the Prussians 
with generals Kliest, Yorck, and Bulow ; and the 
Duke of Wellington commanded the British and 
Belgians, assisted by the Prince of Orange, the 
Duke of Brunswick, generals Picton, Beresford, 
Clinton, and a long list of heroes. 

To excite the enthusiasm of their troops the 
continental sovereigns once more took the field 
in person, and followed the operations of the 
armies. 

In Prussia, Austria, Russia, and England, 
the popular opinion coincided with the determina- 
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tioti of the governments, to prosecute the war with 
ardour. It was a contest between the people of 
Europe and the army of France, All appeared 
to be animated by one common spirit, yet the 
calm observer saw, or fancied that he discerned, 
some seeds and symptoms of disunion, which 
considerable reverses might ripen into action* 
The Belgian troops had manifested considerable 
disaffection. Two regiments had openly mu- 
tinied and attempted to pass over to the enemy, 
and British and Belgian blood had flowed in the 
conflict by which their treasonable purpose was 
defeated* The Saxon troops had refused to march 
against the French. Some regiments bad been 
nearly decimated, and others were sent back to 
the garrisons of P^us^sia. The Italians, though 
again subdued to the Austrian yoke, were far from 
being reconciled to their masters, and notwith- 
standing the daring attempt of Murat had failed^ 
would have found full employment for the whote 
Austrian power, had the reverses of the allies 
afibrded them any reasonable prospect of success. 

In the British parliament, the ministers had a 
majority of 112 in the house of Peers, and of 299 
in the house of commons* They had likewise the 
satisfaction of being supported by a Grenville, a 
Plunkett, and a Grattan. In a former chapter the 
reader has been presented with some admirable 
quotetions from the speech of the flrst ; and tiie 
arguments pf the last of these statesmen, were so 

X 
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evidently founded on the truest policy and en- 
forced by such glowing eloquence, that the author 
Iwients that the limits of his work will not pmtit 
him to give some extracts. 

Napoleon had but thre« hundred thousand mea 
on the frontiers to oppose against the overwhelm* 
ing force of the allies. The national guards^ how- 
ever were in reserve, amounting to two millions 
of men, if ho could fortunately sueceed in inspifin^ 
them with zeal in his. cause. But of this there 
appeared no hope. The Additional Act had weak- 
ened, his popularity, and destroyed hia infiuence. 
One of 1m» beat friends acknowledged that it had 
lo^t him a million of men. It was, however^ im* 
possible ta retract. The contest, unequal as it 
w^ must be attempted, and his only lu^pe cob- 
sifted in some brilliant enterprise whkh might out 
off the advanced columns of the allies, ainl car- 
rying the war into the enemy's country, encourage 
the disaffected to ^hew themselves, and reuse tiie 
enthusiasm of the French. 

The ^piissaries oi Buonaparte Were now ac- 
tively employed in erepy part of Clurope, trans^ 
mi^g inljelligenc.e of the state of public opinion. 



* The national guard of France b composed of all the house- 
keepers and landed proprietors, commanded by officers taken 
from «D|ODg themselYea. They did military servke in their 
re8i[^«Dti%Ge towns and v^lages, and aasemUed^heneyer tiift paWip 
safety required it. 
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mid the preparatioim of tht allies, 6f executing' 
his secret ordenif. Two lodicrcnid instances of the 
detection of his agents oddirred at Brassels. 

The members of a French family were arretted 
at the hotel Bellevue, inconsequence of the 
discotery that a letter was enclosed in the collar 
of their dogr invoWiog' ^ome interesting facts rela^ 
tive t6 the state« This aaiimal was to have been 
dssfiafebed with a sei*rant on the ensuing day as^ 
courier extraotditmire. 

A young lady of condition soon afterwards at*- 
rived at the same hotel with a soite of domestics. 
As one of her household passed along the Saloon of 
the hotel he was reeogniied by an officer as an 
atftire adherent of Natpoleon. Information was 
immediately given at the polfc^-offlce, and proper 
persons were despatched to inquite into the affair. 
As the police officers entered the lady^s apart^ 
ment^ they observed a man habited as a peasant 
coittrng out of her chamber with a limall brown' 
loaf under his arm. On perceiving the onwetcOlnd' 
visitors he hastily descended the stair-case, chant- 
ing " Vive Henry QuatreT and keeping his rig'ht 
eye in an inquisitorial direction over his shotddet.' 
When the officers entered the lady^s room she wias 
reading a letter, which she instantly tore itr pieces;^ 
On gathering up the fragments, ft proved t<ti 
be a despatch from the principal ag«tit of fhe^ 
French gorernmrtit. ^ 1* is ncetflessta adtftfMt- 
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the lady and her attendants were innnediatity 
carried awa^ and properly disposed of. 

When the seeming peasant had been secured 
below^ he wanted to give his loaf with an air of 
charity to a miserable looking woman who was 
begging in the street ; but the officers, suspecting' 
from his great solicitude to get rid of his bread, 
that there was something more than ordinary in 
the afiair, seized the loaf, and on breaking it, dh^ 
covered several letters for Paris, one of which wa* 
directed to Napoleon himself. -' 

The discontents in France evidently increasred, 
and open insurrections burst out in many of tfie 
departments. In Languedoc, firetagne, and 
Anjou, numerous armed bands appeared, and conf^ 
tended with various success against the foites of 
Napoleon. Yet the general feeling of th^ people, 
though their enthusiasm was considerably abated, 
was evidently in his favour. They sus^ectbd and 
feared^ him, but they feared yet more the return 
of their former masters, backed by the forbebf 
united Europe. The new proprietors especial^ 
felt that their security was inseparably <Jotmecfed 
with the cause of Napole6n. ^ , 

Harassed by the frequent accounts^whidh :if€fre 
received of the discontent of the peopfe, aiicl the 
|iartia] successes of the royalists, and disebv^fbg 
that, even in his veiy capital, An exttenslV*? edrWS- 
spond^ce was carried on with die BourbbiM; te 
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<^e doy -proposed at thecounci], a domiciliary 
visit through Paris to search for papers and 
iipipected persons. This harsh measure, which 
would bare powerfully reminded the people of 
the worst periods of the revolution, was strenu* 
Qjosly opposed by Fouch^« Napoleon, eni*aged, 
Remanded his portfolio. ^^ There it is,'" replied 
the minister, " but I will not answer for your 
life to-morrow/^ This menace startled the Em- 
l^l^or* He mused for a moment, and restored 
the portfolio with some apology for his hastiness. 
) He then insisted that if the domiciliary visit 
MW abandc^ed, the punishment of death should 
]^e denounced against every emigrai^. Here 
Cambaceres interfered^ and represented that 
France and Europe would be indignant, at a de- 
cree so unnecessarily cruel and unjust, and which 
cpuld only find its parallel among the bloodiest 
llpfs of Robea^uerre.^ The Emperor again yielded 
^ one of thiose ungovernable bursts of passion by 
)Whidit he had been formerly characterized^^ and 
^cuaed the minister of hojdieg communicf^tion 
jfwMh the Count de Lille« Report sstys, that hetei^en 
collared the statesman. Cambaeeres deigned not to 
Jp^y to this unfounded accusation^ but persisted 
jHf lfj(% opposition to th^e decree^ and Napoleou, 
3vl^aflt^ 'hi^ rage had subsided would sometimes 
ykld to>refUK>n, consented to a proposition of the 
Hiiiljffti^f, which ccmimanded all emigrants to 
return within one month, and present themselves 
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before some civil authority) in whith eaten free 
pardon was granted s hut all who neglected or 
refused to avail them^lves of the amnesty were 
pvinishable with death. He commanded a liat to 
be made of all who had emigrated, aiid the most 
rigorous prosecutions to be commonced against 
every one who might be discovered holding cor* 
respondence with Lewis or his agents* 

This account of one meeting of the imperial 
isouncil will give some tolerable idea of the scene* 
^hich now began to occur at the Thuilleries. 
distracted with the difficulties and dangers which 
environed Dim, the moderaticm whkh he at first 
assumed was afterwards occasionally forgotten, 
and he indulged in the extravagant language, and 
the ungovernable bur»ta of passion, to which he 
)iad formerly beeo accustomed. But his i)^ 
humour, or his insanity, lasted only a moment ; he 
frankly and eameatly entreated paTdon from those 
)vhom he had unjustly loaded with abuse, aivi ere 
the council closed, he frequently irt>afidQ«ied a 
l^pjecjt which he had at first violently su farted, 
or adopted a measure the first mej^tioii of whidi 
bad enraged him to madnesa. Was this the eflSect 
of artiike, or were moderate wad Mberat prin* 
ciples giadually triumphing over his former 
tyrannical and vicious habits ? - ' 

Carnot refers to these scenes in bia wcond me- 
morial. Be was censured for not having giveA in 
^is resignation when Napokon appeared inclined 
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to tesume Us foitner dictatorial proceedings. He 
ireplied that by remaining where he was he could 
» diffiinisli by his counsels the evils which threatened. 
That he profited by the confidence which the 
Emperor reposed in him, to turn him from the 
urbitrary acts to which he was naturally so much 
inclined, and that he employed as much as he 
Cotild the influence of his brothers, who an* 
ilouuced very liberal ideas. That in the council, 
on the new plan of the constitution, he made the 
j^trongest remonstrances, which were not then lis* 
tened to, but the justice of which Napoleon soon 
lelt when he saw the effect it produced. 

In these councils Davoust and Decr^s, the mi* 
Bisters of War and the marine, and who possessed 
no small portion of the violent character of their 
master, usually blindly adopted, and zealously 
advocated every despotic measure which he pro^ 
posed ; while the ministers of justice, the interior, 
ahd the police, Cambaceres, Carnot, and Fouch^, 
less submissive, better informed, and more pa- 
friotic^ adopted them with reserve, and ofteo 
combatted them withcoufage and success, 

INapoleou now removed firom the bustle of the 
Thuilleries, and retired to the tranquil palace 
of Elys^e Bourbon^. Excepting on days of cere* 
mony he appeared to throw off* this gaudy state 
of Emperor, and often en»tered and departed from 



« N«vriiihaUted (DeclSld) by theDukeofWeUingtoiu 
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Paris on horaeback wi^pyt eKOKt^Wj^ 
suite. The dagger of the, assassin vo^g)^ e^\j^ 
have reached him, or a few dc^eradoesfTS^j^t:) 
have ensured his fate* Wherever he, ^pea^ne^ ^ 
crowds of people pressed upon h>ni, anfl. impeded . ,. 
his progress. He regarded them. with, cqmri 
placency and without fear. One day a:Fr^ncli- . 
man f threw himself in the way of the J^mper^r 
and exclaimed, *' Collect and modify ourcoar ; 
stitutions, Sire ! Let them be made for the. people 
answerable to the spirit of the time^, anci , wqrtjl;^, ^ 
of the throne.'* Napoleon smiled, aadpolufipg;.; 
to the heavens replied, " When God, an4.oppR1^ .; 
tunity shall permit/' ^ ...» 

It now became necessary that something sl^ould,. . 
be attempted to excite the public spirit^ ^Cpii* , 
federacies had been formed in seyeral pfr^-.qf 
Bretagne, the members of which profi^se^**,!^^ 
consecrate all their means to th^ propagatiqp^jQif 
liberal principles ;— to support the public )^i^t 
dudng the present crisis, and to oppose i|^) ^^ 
ord^n ;''-^to maintain public security in ^ i^^ *^ 
terior, and to march to all places ip the province 
which might be threatened by foreign or do^iestic ; 
foes* To employ all tbeir influence and credit to 
keep each other in the line of his dut;^ to his 
prince and his country ; — ^to J>ea^ succour, ^^c- 

t ^* Regnault de Warin, a^or isf an io^tecfSf^nif irotk e«^ {• 
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taMy and pn>iii))tly at the firei requisition of the 
public afttthority ;~to defeat all plots against the 
com^tiition arid the Emperor ;— ^d to lend one 
another mutual assistance albd protection accoid^ 
ing- to events." Secret emissaries were sent into 
the suburbs of Paris, and particularly into those 
of St.'Antoine, and St. Marceau, the inhabitants 
of whlieh had performed so prominent apart in all 
the atrocities of the reTolution,^ and had since 
been distinguished for their devotedness to Na- 
poleon, to Induce them to enter into similar con- 
federations, and thus to set a patriotic example 
to the other cities of the empire. 

The scheme succeeded. Fifteen thousand men 
enrolled themselves and demanded arms. To 
give the affair greater ecl4t a day was appmated 
in which they were to be reviewed in the court 
ofUieThuillerifes. 

On the 14th of May these " lean tmd unwashed 
artificers," in a thousand different atid disgusting, 
garbs, marched into the courts qf the pala^e^. 
When the Emperor appeared in front of,tbe,line, 
an orator deputed from their body ad4xec4ed. him 
in an harangue of which the foljpjiringjp an 
extract. 

■" Sire! ,'■.•-,■ ^,r .- ^ 

" We received the Bourbons with indifference 
and apathy because we love not king^ impos«i 
upon, us by the «riemy.~We r^iW.youwith 
enthusiasm because you are the man of the natioo. 
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the defeMbnr of the country, and because we^c- 
peetfrrai you a. glorious imiepettdetice and jnr 
dicioiis freedom. We oome to make a tender of 
our arms, our courage and our blood fo^the safety 
of the capital. 

^^ The most part of us have combatted under 
your dvders. We are almost all old <kfeaders of 
our country. Our country may with confidence 
plaee arms in the hands of diose who have shed 
their blood in her canse* Give to os^ Sire ! arms 
in her name. We swear, in your presence, to fight 
•nly in our country's cause and in yours. We are 
not the tools of any party, nor the agents of any 
BnctioDi We desire only to preserre the national 
honour, and to render the entrance of the enemy 
into this capital impracticable, in the eveBt oiiU 
being threatened with a new ittsolt. Coi^uerors 
by our own courage and your genius, we shall re- 
siMSe.our toils witb joy and alacrity ; and we shall 
be better able to i^preeiate the blessings of peace 
when>we shall obtain, as the price of tuenty-flve 
yeam of sacrt^es, a eoAstitption^ liberty^ and the 
monarch of o«tr choice. 

>* Sire! 'you will trimnph. We rejoice by an- 
ticipation at a victory so legitimate, and at the 
glorious and permanent tranquillity which will be 
the frails of it. Yes, Sire ! we have an assurance 
that when our enemies shall announce the chime- 
rical hope of prescribing laws to us, you will love 
l^eace as you love glory. We shall be hidebted 
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to yon for liberty aecl bappwesd ; and all Frtmce 
BOW ready to figbt if nete^sary, will love you as a 
good king, after admiriBg you as the ^Mctest of 
warriors/' 

Tbe Emperor listened to them with the great- 
er courtesy, and thus replied. 
' ^ Soldiers and Fecterates ! I returned to Fraace 
alone because I reckoned on tbe affection of the 
peasants througb tbe whole of France, and the 
artisans of tbe primripal cities. My expeotaticms 
have not been deceived. 

^ Confederated soldiers ! I see yon around me 
widi pleasure. Yon have robust arms and brave 
liearts. I accept yoor offers. , I will give you arms. 
You shall form tbe light troops of tbe Parisian 
lafational guard, to which in ccmjunction with you 
I commit tbe defence of my capital. 

Tranquil as to tbe result of tbe contest, I shall 
IMTOceed to the frontiers to ftmneeuTre the army, 
and to defend our territory if the kings sh^ll daHe 
to sjttack it. The honour of the French, therighfe 
ofthe peepte; and my throne, are under your keep- 
ing, and umlertbat of the people of < the country 
and tbe villages. We ^11 caiUse the national sove- 
reignty and independence to be respected.** 

When be concluded, the air was rent with accla- 
mations, and the federates dispersed proud of the 
honour which they bad received, and burning to 
prove their zeal in the Emperor's cause. 

This scene bad not tbe eflFeet which Napoleon 
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wished . It was a burlesque on the confederations 
of the provinces ; and the rational friends of liberty 
omened ill when her cause was committed to such 
defenders. It was this ¥^7 mob, or of the same 
description and from the same quarter, which on 
the 20th of June, and the 10th of August, had at* 
tacked this vwy palace, had allemptedr to nd^i^d^ 
the uoiortuoate Lewis, and had caused the sl^^ets 
of P#ris to fl#w with human blood. The throne 
of Napoleon must be tottering to its "very fcmn- 
dation, if it could only be supported by stirring up 
the4regsofthe pe(^le> and at the hazard of all 
Ihe mischief which the effervesoeBce of the pasi^ 
srrawi of the same mob had produced twenty yews 
beiicMre. 

The soldiers blushed for tlieir chief, and did 
not hesitate loudly to express their astonsbmcait 
aodindignalioQ. '' Beholds'' said soow of gbeiQ, 
*^ the masters of our master ! What disgraceA^ 
tiwailistiMiirlr Whiere is tbe great NapoleoiQ^ Me 
MfkUmg9t> wwffgwae the conqueror -of Europen^ 
ihe Emperor who#e x^urt was composed of the 
ms^ of Spain %ndNapleS|.ofSaxoiiyMidBayaria» 
of, >Viirt€mlH»v iwd .Wes^piudii^. Wet aoa fmkf 
theEv^pftroroflhecanoJi^/^/" / .^ t . 
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CHAPTER X. 



The Champ ^e MaL-^^-Characterofthe Ckamben.-^ 
Opermg of tke Sessions. — Sirange Cfrcum^amoe 
ti^hich thai occwred.-^Address of the Depviks.-^ 
R^tf Napoleon. ' ' . 

Thb deputations from the electoral cdleges aif^ 
itrtd Tery slowly, and the lists of votes fiwik 
de^ral departments had not yet been received > 
biit the impatience of the public displaying itself 
{^ bpteh murmurs, and Napoleon being an&imiK to 
d^artfbrthe army, the assembly of the^Chatalp 
dfe Mai #ais appointed to be held om th^ Itest i^ 
Juiie^. '.."'■' .'' '.-i. ■', 

A throne v^bs erected for the Enipterofi ia tt* 
<!;hainp de Mart iri froiit of *he Mltftary Seliodlw 
Oppwite the throfte Vis ai vafet ^feiiiiWrciiilrtr^ a&Wa* 
or rotunda With seats foi* fifteen or eighfeen Hloiir*. 
sand electors. A nr altar vras riised in^ f he middle ; 
and beyond it at a distMc6 of 4>vi^-4rii$idri^ yardis 
was another throne in the open air, which com* 
manded the whole Champ de Mars* Eighty-seven 
banners decorate<l the rotunda, bearing the names 
of the eighty-seven departments. The national 
colours mingled with these banners, and every 
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vacant space was occupied by the imperial eagles 
surrounded with garlands of flowers emblematic 
of peace. 

On the preceding eremng a deputation of I he 
colleges met to collect and cast up the votes. 
Eleven departments and several regiments had 
had not widde any returns. The general remsAt of 
tbs Toteit received^ gave one nillion two Irandred 
and eighty^^t thousand three hundred and fifty- 
seven forthe Additional Act, and fMur tl^iisatid two 
hundred and seven against it. One-fourth of the 
ntpitive votes praeeeded from the department of 
tbaCoteadn Nord. 

The' namber of voters in the wfairfe of France 
are supfioaed to amomit to three nillions. It is 
plain therefore ttmt after making doe allowance fo9 
tbrrt^iitem of the eleven deparUnento wfaicb had 
not been rei^ived^ more than half of the eitizenshail 
not exercised their privilege. The scrutiny tbere^ 
fwe was not so expressive of the natioBal opinion 
aa the overwhelming majority of the votea m 
favour of the cimfttitution wouM at first incline am 
to imagine. 

It would be unjast to infer that all who refused 
ta vote were unfriendly to the act, tboi^h donbllens 
many of them were. The majority were unwiilivgr 
tat eemmt themselves in the ptresent state of afttissi 
A dreadful coartest would soon (^^nmieiiee. The- 
issue was uncertaio. A vole registered ei4h«r in 
the negative as affirmaltfa might be pradactNa itf 
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present or future inc<>iivemence. They there- 
fore pursued the most prudent if not the most 
patriutic course, and reserved the declaration of 
their sentiments until it appeared nrhich was the 
stronger party. 

The registry however of one million three hun- 
dred thon»nd votes shewed that the Additioaal Act 
was not unacceptable to the French peofde. It 
actually received the approbation of nearly balf 
the eleQtorsi toi wh^m nui»$roua secret frioids were 
doubtless t^ be added. If wh« the enemy prtsMi. 
on the frontiers, tbe coalesced Mvemgns badnkwomi 
ta reinstate the Bourbons on the thrfme, and the acU 
herents of Napoleoa were thteatened witb p^ 
lage and death, ooe million thiree bnndted Aou^* 
sand persons were fkmBA sufficiently aMadhtd ta 
him to register their votes in his fisivaiir, he had 
reason to be satisfied witb the result^. 



* ** It was impossible to separate the nation fh>m the usurper. 
He wa» DBt replaced on the titroae nier^ suirroiiii'ded by bdy* 
onets, ^ ^nrio^ tQnro^^ bat. be hafL i^stiib]^ m gwmmamB^ 
assembled the chambers, and introduced forms which. i|: ivfs im* 
possible to introduce, if the will of a very great part of the people 
had not directly or indirectly concurred. 

Whatever the opposite party may say, what he'cfid hi' tie 0iree 

T" OBthfl of- hifl I ' ''' g^"* •rr^*'*^ ^n WOA. HaI; mAI^Iv tlu» rfllfut^nr 6n.timM -T4 

■ ■■■I ■■■■■* M#a<. Auvi tAS%lrt-^MlilVtB WF^i^ H^n> KWtCt^BTlf mV dTT!dl Ui IVmC* Xv 

can^t be even ^4 tb^.he committed many acts of rigour. He ^ 
opjjosed to the allies not merely a handful of partisans of his caus^;!^ 
but an army of nearly two hundred thousand men, takea fjooar ' 
the whole surface of Frapce; this army fought with courage <* 
and persdveraace; mi the»e are scarcely any Frenchmen who 
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On the following day tlie Champ de Mai ^aui 
hehl. The Emperor left the Thirilleriea amid the 
firing of artillery, escorted by a numeronsbody of 
cavalry, and attended by universal acclamations. 
When he appeared from the apartments of the 
Military School be was saluted by prolonged 
rimute from the multitude which occupied the 
vast enclosure of the Champ de Mars. The 
electws sat under die rotunda. The grand national 
»ithorities occupied some tribunes in front of the 
rotonda. The officers of the crown ware behind 
tlie Emperor, lus ministers surrounded him, and 
the generals were on either side. Three hundred 
tlmnsand spectators occupied the other parte of 
tbe field w surrounded the enclosure. Mass was 
first celebrated by the Archbishop of Tours. The 
mmnbers of tiie central deputation of the electoral 
coll^^ then advanced to the foot of the throne. 
They were about five hundred, and were presented 
to Napoleon by the Arch-chancellor. 

One of them then addressed to the Emperor an 
on^on of which the following is the substimce. 
Sire ! 

The French people have decreed you the crown. 
You resigned it without their consent. Their suf- 

doubt, tlMt if the battle of the 18th had been fcvouiable to hiiii» 
\ he wdiild have been able to hare drawn peaceably new reinforce- 



itoMtainiy* prdaoged thewar, made, if the allies would 
lwrc«Kffiendit»ap«hoe»tt;idraigpAeda8hedidbefbie 1813." 
The Pmssim Mmii^ef^s CdiifidmiM Memoir. 
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iVagea have joat imposed upon yoa die duty of 
ireaumiiigit. 

. What cbes the ccmfederacy of the allied kingi 
reqiMre ? By what act hare we affwded a pretext 
for their aggremon ? 

They dare to proscribe 3^upersonaliy,-^you who 
have so often been master of their capitak^ and 
have generously confirmed them on their tottering 
tiirones. But this hatred <m the put of your ene« 
mies only adds'to our lore for you« If they pro* 
scribed the least known <tf our citixens, it would 
be our duty to defend him with the same energy^ 
he wouldt like you, be under the ssgis of the lawj 
and of the power irf France* 

Do.tbey ask guarantees ? Tbey are in all out 
insti)tutiouu Do they dread to recall o&er times i 
Let them beware how they reproduce them. It 
would not be the first time that we have conquered 
all Europe in anna againM us. 

Expect from us, Siv^! all H^ an heroic leader, has 
a right to expecH from %a«ti<vi faij^ful^ energetic^ 
generQus^ m^sbaken in ita principles, inyariablein 
the objects of its efforts — independence ' of iortigU 
powers, and lib^rtf^ a;t hc«me. 

Sire ! nothing is impossible for , us— nothing 
shall be omitted to secure our honour and inde* 
pendence, tres^res dearer to us than life* , We 
say to the nationsrrHaiay their chie& attend to us! 
—If they accept yoor offers of peace^ the French 
people will expect from your strong, liberal, ftwjh 
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paternal administration, the means of coni^olation 
for the sacrifices that peace has cost ; but if they 
leave ns only the choice between war and dis- 
grace, the entire nation will rise up for war. It is 
ready to disengage you from the ofiers, perhaps 
too moderate, which you have made to spare 
'Europe a new convulsion ? JEvery l^renchman is 
a soldier. Victory will follow our eagles, and our 
enemies who reckoned on divisions among us, will 
soon regret having provoked us." 

The energy of the speaiker communicated itself 
to the whole assembly, and the field resounded 
w^ith the shouts of ** The Nation for eter ! The 
Emperor for ever !'* 

The Arch-chancellor now pronounced the re- 
sult of the votes, by whfcb it appeared that the 
Additional Act was almost unantmously accepted. 

The herald-at-arms then proclaimed, " In the 
name of the Emperor, I dciclare that the Additional 
Act to the Constitutions of the empire has been 
accepted by the French people ! 

Fresh acclamations were heard on every side. 

A table was then brought in front of the throne, 
yon which was placed the Additional Act, and the 
Emperor sanctioned it with his signature. 

The table being withdrawn. Napoleon again 
seated himself on the throne, and uncovering him- 
self for a moment spoke as follows: 

" Gentlemen, electors of colleges, of depart- 
ments, and arrondissements !~- ' 
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Gentlemen, deputies from the army and navy to 
the Champ de Mai ! — 

Emperor, consul, soldier ! I hold every thing 
from the people. In prosperity, in adversity, in 
the field of battle, in council, on the throne, in 
exile, France has been the rule and constant 
object of my thoughts and actions. 

Like the King of Athens I sacrificed myself 
for my people, in the hope of witnessing the 
realization of the promise given to guarantee to 
France her national integrity, her honours, and 
her rights. 

Indignation on beholding those sacred rights, 
acquired by twenty-five years of victory, slighted 
and lost for ever; the cry of insulted French 
honour, and the wishes of the nation, have*brought 
me back to that throne which is dear to me, be- 
cause it is the palladium of the independence, of 
the honour, and the rights of the people. 

Frenchmen ! in my progress amidst the public 
joy, through the diiierent provinces of the empire 
to my capital, I had every reason to reckon upon 
a long peace. Nations are bound by the treaties 
concluded by their governments, whatever they 
may be. 

My thoughts were then wholly engaged with 
the means of founding our liberty on a constitu- 
tion conformable to the wishes and the interests of 
the people. I convoked the Champ de Mai. 

I was soon apprised that the princes ivfao hare 

y2 
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Tiolated 1^1 principles, who have shocked the 
public opinion, and the dearest interests of se 
many nations; design to make war upon us. They 
meditate the increase of the kingdom of the Ne- 
therlands ; they would g4ve it for barriers all our 
Borthern frontier fortresses, and would make up 
the quarrels which still divide them, by sharing 
among themselves Lorraine and Alsace. 

It was necessary to prepare for war. 

However^ before personally exposing myself to 
the risks of battles, my first care was to giye with- 
out delay a constitution to the nation. The peo^ 
pie has accepted the act which I presented to it. 

Frenchmen ! when we shall have repelled these 
unjust aggressions, and Europe shall be convinced 
ef what is due to the rights andthe independence of 
twenty-eight millionsof Frenchmen, a solemn lawy 
enacted according to the forms prescribed by the 
constitutional act, shall combine the different pro- 
visions of our constitutions that are now scattered. 
, Frenchmen I you are about to return into your 
departments. Tell the citizens that circumstances 
are momentous!!! — that with union, energy, and 
perseverance, we shall come off victorious from 
this struggle of a gi*eat people i^inst its oppres- 
sors; that future generations will severely scruti- 
nize ourconduct; and that a nation has lost sJl,when 
it has lost its independence. Tell them, that the 
foreign kings whom I either raised to the throne, 
or who are indebted to me for the preservation of 
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their crowns ; who all in the time of my prosperity, 
courted my alliance and the protection of th^ 
French people, are now aiming their blows at 
my person. If 1 did not see that it is against the 
country that they are really directed, I would place 
at iheit mercy this life against which they manifest 
such animosity. But tell the citizens also, that 
while the French shall retain for me the senti- 
ments of love of which they give me so many 
proofs, this rage of our enemies will be impotent. 

Frenchmen ! my will is that of the people ; my 
rights are their rights ; my honour, my glory, my 
happiness can never be distinct from the honour^ 
the glory, and the happiness of France.^ 

This harangue, which had it proceeded from the 
heart would have immortalized the speaker, prOf 
duced all the effect which it was intended and 
calculated to have. Shouts of the wildest enthu* 
siasm rent the air, and it was long ere order could 
be restored, and the ceremony proceed. 

The Grand Almoner then approached the throne 
and kneeling presented the New Testament to 
the Emperor, who took the oath in the following 
terms. ^^ I swear to observe the Constitutions of 
the empire, and 'to cause them to he observed.^' 

The Arch-Chancellor then advanced to the 
tiirone, and pronounced the oath of obedience to 
the Constitutions, and fidelity to the Emperor^ 
The whole assembly repeated with one voice» 
<^ We swear it/' Te Dennoi was now rang, apil 
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this union of devotion and patriotism ; tiie bl^ided 
harmony of three hundred thousand Voices, each 
of which expressed the deepest emottoa, produced 
an effect truly sublime. 

Napoleon then laid aside the imperial mantle, 
and rising from liie throne advanced to the firet 
steps. The drums beat, and the Emptor thus 
spoke. 

^' Soldiers of the national guwd of the empire ! 
Soldiers of die land and sea forces ! I confide to 
you the imperial eagle with the national colours. 
Swef^r to defend it at the expense of your blood 
against the enemies of the country, and of tbJ«L 
throne. Swear that it shall always foe your rally* 
ingsdgnal."' 

Prolonged and universal cries^ of " W^ swear it,** 
resounded through the ^iiilMure. In' the midst of 
these acclamations, and surrounded by Hie eagles 
of all the armed corps of Fnnce, the Bmperor 
proceeded to die other throne in the middle of th^ 
Champ de Mars. The troops marched in battalions 
end squadrons, and surrounded the throne^ Napo^ 
leob, BM Gojonelof the national smd imperial guards 
presented to each its eagle^ and thus addressed 
theni. 

^^ Soldiers of the national guards of Paris 1 Sol- 
diers of the im{>erial guards ! I confide to yoti 
the national eagles, and the national colours. Yoti 
swear to perish, if it should be heeesenry^in defend- 
ing them against theeaemies of the eoimtry and 
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the throne." The whole army drawn up in close 
order around him distinctly heard every word, 
and interrupted him with repeated cries of " We 
swear it ?** 

The drum beat and silence was restored. 

** You swear,'* continued the Emperor, "never to 
acknowledge any other rallying sign/' Again the^ 
cries of " We swear it/* resounded on every side. 
^' You soldiers of the national guard of Paris 
swear never to suffer foreigners again to pollute 
tl^ capital of the great nation V* Agi^in the most 
enthusiastic shouts of " We swear it," proceeded 
^^from every rank, and were prolonged by the in- 
numerable multitude which surrounded the en- 
closure. 

The drum once more rolled, and it was long 
* ere order conld be restored. " And you soldiers 
of the imperial guards ! swear to surpass yourselves 
in the campaign about to open, and to die rather 
than suffer foreigners to dictate laws from the coun- 
try." It was impossible to proceed. The accla- 
mations of " We swear it," were repeated a thou- 
sand and a thousand times by every voice. In 
vain the drum again beat. Its sound was drowned 
by the delirious shouts of the multitude. In vain 
be waved his hand as if he would continue his 
harangue. Nothing could repress the violent and 
overwhelming expression of their emotions. 

The troops were then ordered to defile before 
hia)» wd during two hours, which were occupied 
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in the long procession o£the numerons battalions, 
the uproar was incessant. 

This spectacle of a whole nation pronouncing 
its will on the establishment of the new govern- 
ment of its choice, and the assembled citizens 
swearing to their Prince and to each other, to die 
in defence of their independence and liberty, 
was grand and imposing. Thousands who at- 
tended at the beginning of the ceremony indiffer- 
ent to- its objects, or disposed to scoff at the 
empty and hypocritical show, soon caught the 
enthusiasm which prevailed around. The glow of 
patriotism circulated from breast to breast, and 
ere the conclusion of the day, th^^ acclamations 
were universal, ardent, and sincere. But when 
the scene was closed, and reflection succeeded to 
the delirium of passion, many apprehensions and 
doubts began to mingle with, and alloy, and dis- 
sipate their resolutions and (heir hopes. Was 
Napoleon sincere ? ^' Could the Ethiopian change 
his skin, and the leopard his spots?'' Could the 
enthusiasm of the French be relied on ; an enthu- 
siasm which had a thousand times changed its 
object, and whenever that object had been good, 
had uniformly deceived every sanguine expecta^ 
tion ? Was this the expression of the national 
opinion and will, or merely of the devoted attach- 
ment of the army, the hired applause of the mob, 
and the momentary feeling of those who could 
not resist the touching effect of the weU arrasgecl 
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and/' artful spectacle? Had they the meatis to 
j^iat the countless battalions of foreigners, 
who from every quarter of Europe were crowd- 
ing towards their frontiers, and threatening to de- 
luge their country with blood ? By this explo- 
sion of popular feeling were they not more en- 
raging those who ardently panted for revenge, and 
adding to the long list of victims who were already 
marked for destruction ? 

Could the enthusiasm of the spectators of the 
Champ de Mai have been relied on, or did it ex- 
press the unshaken attachment and devotion of 
the French, the cause of Napoleon and of liberty 
was secure. But they, whose fond expectations 
had been so often blasted, while they yielded to 
the enthusiasm of the moment, could not 
repress many melancholy and painful fore^- 
bodings. 

Previous to the meeting of the Champ de Maii 
some bold and ardent friends of liberty and their 
country had waited on Napoleon, and represented 
to him that it was in his power to make the cere- 
monies of the day a lasting blessing to France, 
and the foundation of his own truest and immor- 
tal honour. The allies had declared that they 
made war on him alone. Their innumerable 
troops were closely pressing on the frontiers, and 
the most sanguine mind could not anticipate a 
favourable issue. Should he, before the as- 
' sembled nation, voluntarily abdicate the power 
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which he had so recently regained, should he 
offer himself a willing sacrifice to effect the sal- 
tation of his country, he would retire into private 
life, or retire from France, followed by the bless- 
ings of the people ; his memory would erer live 
endeared to their hearts, and his name would stand 
enrolled in the brightest pages of history. 

This was strongly, urged, but urged in vain. 
He replied that he was willing and eager to make 
every sacrifice for the welfare of France, but that 
this was impossible. That his army would be 
indignant at the mention of such apparent humi- 
liation, and that his abdication would be the 
signal for tumult, revolt, and civil war. That the 
allies had deeper and more dangerous projects in 
view. That they wished not so much to dethroM 
him, as to disgrace and dismember France. That 
his resignation would not for a moment arrest 
their progress, while it would deprive the army 
of their chosen leader, would weaken the means 
of defence, and expose the country to accumu- 
lated evils. The historian does not inquire into 
the justice of these arguments, or the sincerity 
with which they were pleaded. He does not in* 
quire whether Napoleon was capable of an act 
so disinterested and noble. The ceremony pro* 
ceeded and the short-lived power of the Emperor 
apparently received the sanction of the public 
voice. 

On the following day the chamber of repre- 
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s^Dtatiyes commencied its sittings It has beea 
calumniated as having been composed of factious 
and worthless characters, the very dregs of th^ 
rerolutioni and the mere creatures of Buona* 
parte. The history of the proceedings of the 
chamber will farm the best reply to this aceui^ 
tion,and it is well knp.wn that, pretious to the open- 
iag of the session, Napoleon frequently expressed 
great displeasure at the prevailing character of the 
deputies. They were lar too oputent, respectable, 
and independent to serve his purpose. Among 
them were the refl|>ecCabIe names of Konch- 
foucaald,Liancourt, D'Ai^nson, and De la Tour- 
M aubourg,the opulent bankers Lafitte and Lefect ; 
the ornaments of the French bar, Roy, Tripier, 
and Dupin ; mahy peers of the king's own crea* 
tion ; many members of the late house ; all the 
most upright and popular characters of the pre* 
ceding clmmbers, as Flangergnes, JDumolard, Lan* 
jninais the defender of the king and of justice at 
the bar of the national convention, Constant 
who when Buonaparte was almost at the gates of 
Paris boldly and eloquently pleaded the cause 
of the legitimate monarch and unmasked the per- 
fidy and ambition of the invader, and La Fayette 
who, after having rejected in his political career 
every thing that is calculated to tempt human 
ambition, after having lingered five years in 
the dungeons of the coalition for having defended 
the constitutional throne on the 10th of August, 
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and for not consenting to betray hia principlai 
and his country by basely complying with the views 
of the coalesced powers and the party of Coblentz, 
after having stood up for fifteen years against the 
colossal power of Buonaparte while every court 
on the continent was yielding to his influence and 
courting his alliance, was now impelled by the 
dangers of his country and the voice of the 
people again to quit his retirement and advocate 
the cause of national independence *. To con* 
consider such an assembly as a club of Buona* 
partists were absurd, and to affect to regard them 
with contempt, would betray equal ignorance and 
illiberality. 

It cannot however be denied, that the undue in* 
fluence of Buonaparte at the electoral collies 
had procured the return of many of bit cmtures, 
and that this assembly, otherwise so respectable, 
was disgraced by the pret^ice. of some of the 

^ La Fayette was earnestly sdicited to aocept the dignity of 
the peerage. His name was inscrihed first on the list by the £nk* 
peror*s own hand ; and the brothers of Napoleon condescended 
repeatedly to entreat him to oblige them and the Emperor, by 
resuming the title which he possessed before the revolntion. But 
he was inflexible. He would accept notlnng fixHii the hands of 
Buonaparte, since it would imply an obligatioQ to espouse his 
cause, the purity of whose intentions he doubted ; but he cheer- 
fully complied with the wbhes of his countrymen, who elected 
him a member of the house of representatives for his own depart* 
ment, because under that chamcter he could fearlessly devote 
himadf to the wdf&re of France. 
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most violent and in&ipous characters of the 
revolution. 

The peers were nominated by Napoleon or his 
council, and, as might naturally be expected, 
possessed neither the talents, . respectability, nor 
independence of the other chamber. The names 
of Camot, Gregoire, Chaptal, M onge, Roger Dii- 
cos, Lacepede, and Lameth, were insufficient to 
compensate for the infamy attached to the cha- 
racters of Ney, Labedoyire, Caulincourt and Le- 
febvre Desnouettes. 

The public looked with the utmost anxiety to 
the early proceedings of the chambers as indicative 
of their character and views. The first business 
of the representatives was to elect a president. 
The choice fell on Lanjuinais, who had been a 
member of the old convention, and who, in the pre- 
ceding year, had been peculiarly active in drawing 
up the list of crimes committed by Buonaparte, 
and which was officially published as the justi- 
fication of his dethronemeat*. The virtuous 

* Lanjuinais was well known for his unshaken attachment to 
rational and constitutional liberty, and for his uniform opposition 
to every despotic act of Buonaparte. An expression of his, ut- 
tered many years before^ had shewn the sentiments which he en«< 
tertained of Napoleon, and exposed him to the unrelenting fury 
of the tyrant; "What!" said he, in the debate on the propo- 
sition of conferring on Buonaparte the title of Emperor, *^ are 
jTOu so degraded as to give your country a master taken from a 
race of men so ignominious that the Romans disdained to use th^m 
evf a as slaves ?" • 
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La Fayette had the greatest number of votes next 
to him. This was sufficiently explanatory of the 
predominant spirit. 

It was expected that this choice would have been 

Lanjuinais was before the reTolution sin advocate and professor 
of canon-law. He was a deputy of the iiers-eldt to the states^ 
genend, and one of the founders 6f tiie jacdliin dub, though 
never dii^raced by the atrocities of that execrable society. In 
August, i78d, he fi^hewed tiiat though he was an ardent friend to 
liberty, he was not disposed to league himself with the disciples of 
anarchy, for he warmly opposed the sequestration of the proper^ 
ef the clergy, yet he was the person who proposed the abolition 
of all titles, and objected to that of Prince b^g still conferred 
on the metnbers of the reigning family. When the reign of terror 
conunenced, he closely allied himself with the moderate party. On 
the 15th of December, 1792, he spoke in favour of Louis XVI, 
and demanded that counsel and the. means of defence should be 
granted to him. On the 26th of the same month he agwn ap- 
peared as the advocate of that unfortunate mtmsarch. He exposed 
^ injustice and atrocity of a trial in which the enemies of Lewis 
vfert at once s^ccusers, witnesses, jurymen, and judges ; nor would 
he move from the tribune, although he was assailed with the most 
JFiirious outcries, and his voice repeatedly drowned by the most 
diabolical outcries, and threats of revenge. On the nominal ap- 
peal, he declared that Lewis XVI was guilty, and voted that be 
ghpuld be imprisoned until a peace and then banished. 

He now distinguished himself by his fearless opposition to all 
the deeds of injustice and blood which disgraced this period of 
the revolution. On one occasion, he kept possession of the tri- 
bune, though several of the demoniacs of the Mountain party 
attempted to drag him thence with violence. They yelled in 
his ears that he was suspected, and called on him to resign. " I 
have, I believe," said he, " hitherto sb^n some courage, some 
cnei^ ; expect then from me neither resignation nor suspension* 
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regarded by Napdieon as a personal insult against 
himself, and that he would have refused to ratify 
it. Some unnecessary delay did take place, and 
it is reported that Napoleon was half disposed to 

Know that a Tictiln whichy adorndd with flowera, is dragged to 
the altar, is not insulted hy the sacrificing priest. You talk of 
sacrificing my power > What an abuse of words ! Sacrifices 
otight to be free, and you are not so." He was condemned to 
imprisonment at this very meeting, but eluding the vigilance of 
thegefuTurmewho guarded him, he escaped the &te in which all 
his colleagues were soon involved. He was now out-lawed, and 
remained a fugitive and proscribed until 1795, when he was rei* 
called to the legislative assembly. In June, 1795, he was ap- 
pointed president of the assembly, and continued to cTisplay equal 
love to his country, and determination to avoid the extremes of 
anarchy and despotbm. He opposed every law against the re- 
lations of emigrants, and every decree which seemed unnecessarily 
severe. In 1800, he became one of the conservative senate, and 
strenuously opposed the arbitrary measures of Buonaparte. In 
1802, before Buonaparte was made first consul for life, a project 
Was entertained by his partisans to raise him to the imperial 
dignity at once. Roederer made a speech to sound the conserva- 
tfve senate on the point. Lanjuinais replied to him, acd exclaimed 
that "Whoever he was that would take upon himself the title of 
Emperor, he would consider him as an enemy to his countiy and 
a usurper." Marshal Kellerman immediately drew his sword, 
and asked, ^< whom he meant to stigmatize as an usurper ?*' 
adding, ** that if he meant the First Consul, he would run him 
through the body !" The senate interposed, but Lanjuinais was 
resolute, and persisted in his declaration without naming any 
person. His firamess and eloquaice produced so much effect 
OD the senate that it was deemed prudent to drop the plan for the 
present When Buon^fmrte was made Emperor, LAnjuinais 
vlol«ndy opposed it, and uttered the strong expression which I 
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resent tbe insult, but it was not yet hk poHcy ia 
braak with the chambers, and the note informing 
him of the nomination was .returned with the Ia*» 
conic addition of " I approve/' 

have quoted above. On tbb account he incurred '^tbe lastu^ 
hatred of Napoleon* 

When the allies entered Paris in 1814, he drew up the cde- 
hnied. proces'verbai, which pronounced the dethioDenient of 
Buonaparte and the causes of it The paper is curious as an 
Ustorical document, and as contrasted with some of the ^Meohes 
of LADJuinais to the Emperor on the resumption of his powen 
There will, however, appear no disgraceful inconsistency in the 
conduct of Lanjuinais, no servile adulation ; he is still the rational, 
enlightened) and determined friend of the liberties and wel&re of 
his country. 

** The conservative senate, conndering that in a constitutional 
monarchy, the monarch exists only in virtue of the constimtion 
or social compact ; 

That Napoleon Buonaparte, during a certain period of firm 
and prudent government, afforded to the nation reasons to od- 
culate fcH" the future on acts of wisdom ^d justice; but that 
afterwards he violated the compact which united him to the 
French people, particularly in . levying imposts and establishing 
taxes otherwise than in virtue of the law, and against the express 
tenor of the oath wluch he had taken on his ascending the throne, 
conformable to article fifty-three of the act of the constitution of 
the 28th Floreal, year 12 ; 

That he committed an attack on the rights of his pecyle, 
by adjouming,without necessity/the l^slative body, and causing 
to be suppressed, as criminal, a report of that body, the title of 
which, and its share in the national representation, he dis« 
puted ; 

That he undertook a series of wars in violation of article fifty,, 
of the act of the constitutions of the 22a Frimair^ yei^r a^whicb 
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During their first sitting, soine misunderstand- 
ing arose respecting a message from the Emperor 
delivered by the provisional president. They at 
once shewed that they were determined to submit 



purports that declarations of war should be proposed, debat^d^ 
decreed, and promulgated in the same manner as laws ; 

That he issued, unconstitutionally, several decrees inflicting 
the punishment of death; particularly the two decrees of thfe 
5tli of March last, tending to cause to be considered as national, 
a war which would not have taken place but for the interests of 
his boundless ambition ; 

That he violated the constitutional laws by his decrees respect- 
ing the prisoners of state; 

That he annulled the responsibility of the ministers, con- 
founded all authorities, and destroyed the independence of ju- 
dicial bodies. 

Considering that the liberty of the press, established and con- 
secrated as one of the rights of the nation, has been constantly 
subjected to the arbitrary control of his police, and, that at the 
same time, he has made use of the press to fill France and 
Europe with misrepresentations^ false maxims^ doctrines favour- 
able to despotism, and insults on foreign governments ; 

That acts and reports decreed by the seoate have undergoneal- 
teration in the publication. 

Considering that, instead of reigning according to the terms of 
his oath, with a sole view to the interest, the happiness, and glory 
of the French people. Napoleon completed the misfortunes of his 
country by his refusal to treat on conditions which the national 
interest required him to accept, and which did not compromise 
the French honour; 

By the abuse which he made of all the means intrusted to him 
in men and money; 

By the abandonment of j:he wounded without dressings, with* 
out assistaoce, without subsistence; 
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to no dictator, and if Napoleon lookeid t^ them as 
the willing ot* deluded ini^trumentd of re-estab- 
lishing his despotic power, he would he much de- 
ceiTcd : but at the same time they evinced their 
determifaation to falty roilnd'hiiii, and defend* their 
country from the dictation of foreign powers. The 
leading persons of the constitutional and repub- 
lican party had seen in Napoleon a fit instrument 
to accomplish the revolution which they thou^t 
indispensable : and they did not now forget thslt his 
talents and ambition might sooner or later sncceefd 
in changing the character of that revolution, and 
re-establishing his former despotism . This appre- 
hetasion gave the chambers a sternness of man- 
ner, an impatience of control, and a petulant sus- 
picion, which the deference due to the head of the 



By various measures, the consequence of which were the ruin 
of the towns, the depopulation of the country, famine, and con- 
tagious diseases : 

Considering that for all thSes^ cduses, the imperial government 
estabUfhadtby the B^idtus e^Multu^ of the Sddi Floreal, year 12, 
ha^ ce^9ed, tp exist, and tliat the wish manifested by aU French- 
men calls for an order ot things, the first result of which should 
be t^e restoration of general peace, and which should be also the 
sera of tHe solemn reconciliation'of all the states of the gteat Euro- 
pean feubaily—' ' 
.t Thd seiate declares and decrees as foUonrsriw 

Article 1. Napoleon Buonaparte has £drfeited l^s tihrtNK, and 
the hereditary right established in his family is abolished* 

Article 2. The French people and the army are released from 
their oath of fidelity towards NapOleon Buoliaparte*^ 
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jdatet and the gratitude wjbicb t^e lafe co^^uct of 
NapQle9u had inspired, scai;ce]y repressed. T^3 
likewi^ ejqplaias theiumultiKHVj^, proce^dingg, the 
yeheiQ^pt .language, and the ^mo^t. i;ucfmstitur 
tipi^al measures that chvacteri^ed the first sitting9 . 
of thech^Liqibers. -v. 

.. Jt .W9^ ei(pected that o^ the fQUpjvi^ d^ the 
scspyions would have been regularly op^P?d,hy a 
speech from the throne, and a singular pccufrei^ 
then tjofik place, which hasneyerbeen satisfactorily 
explained. In France the monarch goes tp tbe 
hall of the representatives and there requires t^e 
presence of the peers. A Saxon gentleman, of dis- 
tinction, Qs^med Sahla, gained admittance to the 
ball. . Alter remaining there a few minutes he.^9- 
certaiood that the Emperor would not open the 
eessions unitil the next day. He immediately 
quitted the place, and as he turned into a neigh- 
bouring street accidently slipped and fell, A 
quantity of fulminating silver explpded in. his 
, ptocket, ^xkd pwtilated him in a dreadful manner. 
He waa teken before the police. The accom^t 
which he gave was improbable and contradictory, 
and it was recollected that five years before he had 
h^eai apprehended for a daring atteijopt on the Hfe 
of the Emperor. For this he had been confined in 
the castte of Vincennes, until the entryof Ah* allies 
into Paris. He w^s so steadfast in the species of 
fanaticism which had taken possession of his 
mind, that, a considerable time ^ft$r his arrest, 

z2 . "^ ■"" '" " 
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when the government, wishing to gi^e him his li- 
berty, had him interrogated in order to discover 
whether he persisted in his intention, and whether 
he could be permitted to be at large without any 
danger to Napoleon, he ingenuously avowed ttrat 
he had by no means renounced his design. He 
left his prison only on the arrival 6f the Boui'bons. 
In a succeeding examination he said " that he 
had long been an enthusiast from a well-directed 
or mistaken love of his country. That while the 
French government appeared to be the cjius^e of 
the oppression of Germany, he shewed himself its 
unrelenting enemy, and attempted the life of Na- 
poleon. But that since Saxony had passed under 
the yoke of the Congress of Vienna, his rage had 
turned against the authors of this new degridatfoti. 
That he fled from his country with' the professed 
intention of seeking assistance from abroad. That 
he arrived in Paris provided with recipes attd in- 
ventions of destruction, which he wished to get 
adopted in France as even more murderous than 
the usual implements of warfare. By means of 
fulminating silver he supposed that he had^sco- 
vered the secret of making rockets much more for- 
midable than those of Oongreve. He offered, this 
'secret to the war minister, and left ill thfeofflt* one 
of his boxes of fulminating silver, whi«h-he Wished 
should be subjected to experiment, and he always 
carried in his pocket a considerable qu&ntitfof 
this dangerous substance." 
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' Thi^.aocount was deemed unsatisfactory. The 
horrible project which he bad formerly conceived 
aud £ilmost executed against JSuonaparte, and his 
quitting »the hall as soon as he was informed that 
the Emperor would not be present until the next 
day, tbrewconsider$ible suspicion on hisinteations, 
and he i^as detained. 

, ! The termination of the affair rendered the whole 
yet mor^ mysterioi^s, A few days before the en- 
trance of the allied troops into Paris he was li- 
besated^and pn the following moriiing he threw 
himself fromtheparapetof the bridgeofLewisXVI, 
JQtq.the Seipe.. s Jnimediate assistance was pro- 
cured, but the. yital spark was extinct. 

On the 7th of tJuQe, the Emperor proceeded in 
^^t^e to thehallof thp RepreseQtatives,.and opened 
the session with the following speech : — 
i f ' M^»si|Bi|rs Of the Chamber of ; Peers, and 
Messieurs of the. Chamber of Representatives. 
. , . Forftbree months past, circumstances and the con- 
fideiice of the people have iqvested me with un* 
limited power.. At this moment the most anxious 
iwisb of myi heart is accomplished. I have com- 
flienced.a constitutional monarchy. 
, M^nr^re t^o feeble to secure the future ; leg^al in- 
atitjutii^ns alone fix the destinies of nations. Mbn- 
^chy.i^ wcessAry to France, to guarantee the 
liberty, the independence, and the rights of the 
*pf Cipl^« .»:..' r 

Our constitutions are scattered ; one of our most 
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important occupations will be to consolidate them 
into one body, and arrange them in one simple 
system. This labour will recommend the present 
epoch to the gratitude of future generations. 

I am anxious that France should enJQy all pos- 
sible libeiiy ; I say possible, because anarchy al- 
ways resolves itself into absolute government. 

A formidable coalition of kings threatens our 
independence; their armies are approaching our 
frontiers. 

The Melpomene frigate has been attacked and 
taken in the Mediterranean, after a sanguinary 
action with an English vessel of 74 guns. Blood 
lias been shed in the time of peace. 

Our enemies rely upon our internal divisions. 
TThey excite and foment civil war. Risings have 
taken place. Communications are held with Ghent, 
as with Coblentz in 1792. Legislative measures 
are indispensable. I place unreserved confidence 
in your pafriotism,'your wisdoin, and your attach- 
ment to my person. 

The liberty of the press is inherent in the ex- 
isting constitution. No change ca)i be made in 
that respect without altering the iHiole of our po- 
litical system ; but some restrictions are necessary, 
more especially in the actual state of the nation. 
I recommend this important suligect to yomr se- 
rious consideration. 

My ministers will acquaint you with the ntiia- 
tion of our af&irs. 
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Thp j^^«nc^ would l|e in a satisfactory state but 
for tljip incre^e4 expenditure rendered requisite 
by existing circumstances. 

Nevertheless, all might be met, if the receipts 
comprised in the budget could all be realized 
within the year ; my minister will direct your at- 
tention to the means of arriving at this result. 

It is possible that the first duty of a prince may 
soon call me at the head of the children of the 
nation to combat for the country. The army and 
myself will do our duty. 

Do you, peers and representatives ! give the na* 
tipn the example of confidence, energy, and pa^ 
triotism ; and, like the senate of the great people 
of ^ntiquity» resolve to die rather than survive the 
di^hoQQur and degradation of France. The sacred 
cause, of the country shall triumph ! ! !*' 

Fqur days elapsed ere the representatives, after 
v»ny tDWulfupijs debates, cpuld agree on the form 
of ^I|.ad4<*9^ i^ I'^ply to this speech. They wished 
to express their determination to support him la 
repelling, t\ie jnvasipp of the coalesced moi^archs^ 
and tl^eir (sqnal determination tp resist the en- 
crxwbiw^atp of despotic power. ,, ,.,^,^,^,v ,*!, 
" Tlig.cbief b^i9 of themoparchy, ' said they, " the 
j^tptfifitKem o(liJ;^rty»/?ftuality, and the happiness of 
t^he people, has been recognized by your Majesty, 
who rising above all scruples, as anticipating alt 
i(iri«be£^ )u|Ke declared.tif at the care of collecting our 
scattered coostitutiomi, and of arranging them, was 
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One of the most important occupationaTeserted 
for the legislature. Faithful to its mission, it-will 
perform the task t^hus devolved upon it. It requests 
that, to satisfy the public wish, as well as the wishes 
of your Majesty, national deliberation should.rec- 
iify, as speedily as possible, any thing defSective or 
imperfect that the urgency of our situation may* 
have produced, or left to exist in our constitutioa^» 
considered as a whole." 

After expressing their resolution to defend their 
country from the invasion of foreigners, they 
proceed, ** To attack the monarch of its choice is 
to attack the independence of the nation. It is 
armed as one man to defend that independence, 
and to repel without exception, every family and 
every prince whom men shall dare to wish to im- 
pose upon it. No ambitious project enters the 
thoughts of the French people. The will even of 
u victorious prince would he insufficient to draw on 
the nation^ heyond the limits of its own defence ; 
but to guard its territory, to maintain its liberty, 
its honour, its dignity, it is ready for iany sacrifice.'^ 

These sentiments gave great offence to Napoleon^ 
and he could not refrain from reading 1:hem one of 
the lectures to which the former assemblies were 
accustomed to listen with astonishliientand stifled 
indignation. 

" The constitution,*" said he, ^' is our rallying 
point. It must be our pole-star, in these stormy 
moments* All public discussion tending to di^ 
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mihiish dfrectly, or indirectly, the confidence 
whiiih sh6uld fee placed in its enactments will b^ 
a misfortune to the state. We should then' find 
ourselves at sea without k compass and without a 
rudder. The crisis in which we are plated is 
great. Let us not imitate the conduct of the Lower 
Empire, which, pressed on air sides by barbarian s 
tnade itself the laughing stock of posterity, by 
occupying itself with abstract discussions at the 
moment when the battering-raVn wtis shaking the 
gifes ofthecity/' 

Then, as if he feared that the chamber might 
take advantage of his absence to abridge his pre- 
rogative, or render itself more formidable, he 
hints at the conclusion of his speech, that the 
amelioration of the constitution should be re- 
served for future consideration. " Assist me to 
save our country. First representative of the people, 
I have contracted the engagetnent which I renew, 
of employing in more tranquil times, all the pre- 
rogatives of the crown, and the little experience 
I have acquired, in seconding you in the amelio- 
rations of our constitutions.'' 

Though the usual acclamations followed the 
conclusion of this harangue, yet some low and in- 
distinct murmurs had been heard during its pro- 
gress, and the Emperor and the chamber sepa- 
rated mutually displeased with and suspicious of 
each other. The leading and patriotic members 
now first formed the resolution to seize the first 
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opportunity of throwing off the yoke which they 
suspected was preparing to be imposed upon 
them ; and the members of Napoleon's family, 
with some of the most devoted of the courtiers, 
hinted to him the necessity of ayailiog himself 
of the first specious pretext to use the prerogative 
with which he was invested, and dissolve an as* 
sembly which threatened to be so ^unmanage- 
able. This advice coincided with his natural 
propensities, but he had not yet discarded the 
resolution to respect his oath and the liberties of 
his people. 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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ACT ADDITIONAL TO THE CONSTITUTIONS Of 
THE EMPIRE. 

Napoleon^ by the grace of God and the CoBsdtutioiii^ 
Emperor of the French^ to all present and to come, 
greeting. 

Since we were called, fifteen years ago, to the govern^ 
anent of the state by die wishes of France, we endeavoured 
at various times to improve the constitutional forms, accord- 
ing to the wants and desires of the nation, and profiting by 
the lessons of experience. The constitutions of the em- 
fke were dius formed of a series of acts which were sanc- 
tioned by the acceptance of the people. It was then our 
objects to organize a grand federative European system, 
tvUcfa we had adopted as conformable to the spirit of the 
age, and favourable to the progress of civilization. In order 
to attain its completion, and to give it all the extent and 
stability of which it was susceptible, we postponed the esta- 
blidiment of many internal institutbns more particularly 
destined to protect the liberty of the citizens. Heacefor- 
wurd our onlj object is to increase die prosperity of France^ 
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by the confinnation of public libeity* From this results Aie 
neoefisity of various important mod^catioiis of the con* 
stitutioDs, the $enatu$ consultay and other acts which gp- 
vem this empire. For these causes, wishing, on the one 
handy to retain of the past what was good and sahitary, 
and on the other, to render the constitutions of our empire 
in every thing conformable to th^ ji^ional wishes and wants, 
as well as to the state of peace which we desire to maintain 
with Europe, we have resolved to propose to the people a 
series of arrangements tending , to modify and improve its 
constitutional acts, to strengthen the rights of citizens by 
every guarantee, to give the representative system its whole 
extension, to invest the intermediate bodies with the desir- 
able respectability and power, — in one word, to combine the 
highest degree of political liberty and individual security, 
with the force and centralization necessary for causing the 
independence of the French people to be ' respected by 
foreigners, and necessary to the dignity of our crown. In conse- 
quence, the following articles, forming an act supplementary 
to the constitutions of thfe empire, shall be submitted to the 
free and solemn acceptance of all citizens throughout tfcc 
•whole extent of France. 

TITLE 1. 

Art. 1 . The constitutions of the empire, particularly the 
constitutional act of the «^ Frimaire, year 8 ; ^e senatus 
consult a of the 14 and 16 Thermider, year 10; and of the 
28 Floreal, year 12, shall be modified by the arrangements 
which follow. All other arrangi&ments are confirmed and 
maintained. 

2. The legislative power is exercised by the Emperor and 
two chambers. 

' 3. The' first chamber, called the ^chamber o( peers, is 
hereditary. 

4. The Emperor appoints its members/ who ate' litevo- 
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cable, tbey and their male deecendants, from oiie eldest son 
to another. The number of peers is unlimited. Adoption 
does not transmit to him who is its object, the dignity of the 
peerage. Peers take their seats at twenty-one years of age, 
but have no deliberate voice till twenty- five. 

5. The arch-chancellor of the empire is president of the 
chamber of peers, or in certain cases, a member of the cham- 
ber specially designated by the Emperor. 

6. The' imembers of the Imperial family, in hereditary 
order, are peers of right. TLTiey take their seats at eighteeti 
years of age, but have no deliberate voice. till twenty-one. 

?• The second chamber, called that of representatives, is 
elected by the people. . 

8. Its members are six hui^dred and twenty-nine in number. 
They must be twenty-five years old at least. 

9. Their president is appointed by the chamber, a< the 
opening of the first session. He retains his function till the 
renewal of the chamber. His nomination ir submitted to 
the approbation of the Emperor. 

10. This chamber verifies the' powers of it^ members, and 
pronounces on the validity of contested elections. 

11. Its members receive for travelling expenses, aiid 
during the session^ the pay decreed by the constituent as- 
sembly. 

la. They are indefinitely re-eligible. 

13. The chamber of representatives is wholly repewed 
every five years. 

14. No member of either chamber can be arrested, Except 
for some capital crime ; nor prosecuted in any cHminal or 
correctional matter during a session, but in virtue of a resolu- 
tion of the chamber of which he forms a part. 

15. None can be arrested or detained for debt, ^om the 
date or convocation of the session, or for forty days a|terwdrds« 
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by tlieir chamhrnv aeoonUng to "prescrtbed fotms. 

!?• The ofice of peer and teipraauiMlve is compatible 
with all other p«Uk fimcrimw, except dioae of nuyiars of 
account (comptabki) ; prefects and sttbi-pwfeGU^ are, kow- 
ever, awngiUe. - 

18. The Fiyrinr sends to the chambers nimaters Md 
counsellors of state, who sit thcve to lake part in the dehalMy 
b«t hare no deHberative voice unless th^ are peers or elected 
kj the people. 

19. Tims miniiters, the members of either chamber, or 
Jittbg tfaoe by mission from government, give to the cham- 
bers such information as is deemed necessary, when its pub- 
licity does not coaafmMnise the interest of the state. 

£0. The sittings of the two chambers are public. They 
may, however, go into secret commktee, the peers on the 
demand of ten, and the representatives on the demand of 
t^en^five members. Government may also require secret 
conmiittees when it has communications to make. In ail 
other cases detifoeraticm and vote can only be in public sitting. 

21. The Emperor may prorogue, adjourn, and dissolve 
ithe chMnber of representatinres. The proclanatkin which 
prono«mce8 the dissolution com^kes the electond colleges 
for a new election ; and fixes the meeting of representatives 
within six months at the furtiiest. 

M. During the vecess of sessions of the chamber of repre- 
sentatives, or in case of its dissolution the chamber of pe^s 
cannotmoet. 

£S. Ooverament Jms Ab pnoposal of laws ; the dMMnbers 
can propcne amendments ; if these amendments are not 
adopted by govemmaot, the chambers «re bound to vote! on 
the law such as'it was proposed. 

M. Thechf8m4Mrs4ave thepovMor ofiarrkiogigowefBaBiefit 
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to |>t^|Mr^ a kw om -a tte^enufbirte efejett^ and lo^draw up 
what it appeals to tii*m pi* 6pef to insert ki tbe kw. Thk 
claitari ttfey b6 amie by ttthcr chamber. 

^5. 'Wb^ki abiH is adopted in cither iskafidber, itis^sarried 
to^t>Aer; atid if there approved, it is earned to 4he Em- 
peror. 

fi6. No written discourse, excepting reports of commit- 
tees, or of ministers on laws, and accounts, can be read 
in either chamber* 

TITLE II.— OF ELECTORAL COLLEGES, AND THE MODE Of 

ELECTION. 

' ' ' ' ■ 

, 27. The electoral colleges of departments and atcmdissc- 
ments are maintained, with the following modifications. 

88. The cantonal assemblies will yearly fill up by elections 
all the vacancies in electoral colleges. 

£9- Dating firom 1814, a member of the chamber of ^ 
peers appointed by the Emperor shall be president for life, 
and inremoveable, of every electoral college of depart- 
ment. 

50. Dating from the same period, the electoral college of 
every department shall appoint, among Uiememb^s of each 
college of arrondissement, the president and two vice-pre- 
sidents. For that purpose the meeting of the departmental 
college shall precede by a fortnight that of the college of 
arrondissement. 

5 1 . The colleges of department and arrondissement shall 
appoint the number of representatives fixed for each in the 
table adjoined. 

32. The representatives may be chosen indiscriminately 
from the whole extent of* France. £very college of depart- 
ment or arrondissement which shall choose a member out of 
its bounds, shall appoint a supplementary member, who 
must be taken from th» depaitment of arrondissement. 
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S3. Manufacturing and commercial indua^ ai^ property 
shall have special representatives. The election of com- 
mercial and manufacturing representativai shall be made by 
the electoral college of department, from a li^jof per^oas 
eligible, drawn up by the chambers of <^<KRamerce and the 
consultative chambers united. 

TITLE HI. — OF TAXATION. 

34. The general direct tax, whether on land or moveables, 
is voted only for one year : indirect taxes may be voted for 
several years. In case of the dissolution of the chamber of 
representatives, the taxes voted in the preceding session are 
continued till the next meeting of the chamber. 

35. No tax, direct or indirect, in money or kind^ can be 
levied, no loan contracted, no inscription in the great book 
of the public debt can be made, no domain alienated or sold, 
Jtto levy of men for the army ordered, no portion of territory 

. exchanged, but in virtue of a law. 

36. No proposition of tax, loan, or levy of men, can be 
made but to the chamber of representatives. 

37. Before the s^me chamber must be laid, in the first 
instance, 1 . The general budget of the state, contabbg a 
view of the receipts, and the proposal of the funds assigned' 
for the yeftr, to each department of service : 2. The ac- 
count of the receipts and expenses of the year, or of pre- 
ceding years. 

TITLE IV OF MINISTERS, AND OF RESPONSIBILITY. 

38. All the acts of government must be countersigned by 
a minister in office. 

39. The ministers arc responsible for acts of government 
signed by them, as well as for the execution of the laws. 

40. They may be accused by the chamber of representa- 
tives, and are tried by that of peers. 



Digitized by 



Google 



^^ 



APPEND*. 35^ 

41. Bvery mhiister, every commandant of armed force by 
land or sea, may be accused by the chamber of representa^ 
tives, and tried by that of peers, for havbg compromised the 
safety OT honour of the nation. 

42. The chamber of peers, in that case, exercises a dis- 
cretional power either in classing the oflence or mitigating 
the punishment. 

43. Before placing a minister in accusation, the chamber 
of representatives must declare thit there is ground for ex- 
amiuing the eharge. 

44. This declaration can only be made on the report of 
a committee of sixty, drawn by lot. This committee must 
make .ts report in ten days, or sodner, after its nomination. 

45. When the chamber declares there is ground for in- 
quiry, it may call the minister before them to demand ex- 
planations, at least withm ten days after the report of th« 
committee. 

46. In no otter case can ministers in oAce be summoned 
or ordered by the chambers. 

47. When tte chamber of representatives has declared 
that therfe is ground for in<piiry a^inst a minister, a new 
committee of sixty drawn by lot is formed, who are to 
make a new report ofn the placing in accusation. This 
committee makes its report ten daysT after its appoint- 
ment. 

48. The placing in accusation is not to be decided till ten 
days after tke report is read and distributed. 

49. The accusation being pronounced, the chamber' ap- 
p«Bt8 five of its numbers to proieeute the charge before the 
peers. 

«0. The tevtnty-fifth article of the constitutional act of 
4e 22 Friiiiaire,year 8, importing that the agenu of govern. 

9 A 
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mem cm oiAbbe fixpBecnt(s^ii,j^ftiJ^(4 m ^i^f^mm <rfthe 

titiE fr._OF TH^ JUDIClAt POWEE. ' ' " * 

51* The Emperor appoints all judges. They are irr^ 
moveabte, and for life, from the moment of their appoiiit* 
ment; but the nonainationof justices of peace^ and judges of 
commerce shall take place as formerly. 

The existing judges, appomted by the Emperor, in terms 
of the senatus consultum of the 12th Oct. 1807, and whoni 
he shall think proper to retain, shall receive provisions for 
Kfe before the Ist of January next. 

52. The institution of juries is maintained. 

53. The discussion^ on criminal trials shall be public 

54. Military offences alone shall be tried by jpiilitarj^ 
tribunals. 

55» AH other offences, even those committed by military 
men, are within the jurisdiction of civil tribunals. 

56. All the crimes and offences 'which 'were appropriated 
for trial to the high Imperial court, and of \i;hicU thi^ act 
does not reserve the trial to the chamber of peers^ shall be 
brought before the ordinary tribunals. 

57^. *l1he iSmperor has the right of pardon, even in correc- 
tional cases, and of granting amnesties. 

58. Interpretations of laws demanded by the court of a 
Cassation shall be given in the form of a law. 

TiTn;^vi,^piGHX5 qi? jcixi2;b^s,. . .^ 

. S9^ FreadiimeB arat «qiial an tli6.«graof)rdiedaw^ ivfa^llfir 
f«ncoQtlibN»oft.to tBxea.aml'|mbUo-b«iiikM>:dn km admis- 
sion to civil or military^cmployniCBts. ^ > , . ^' «b 

'69* Nci one^ undo* any frttesl^' caDtfa^iiwMMlimim^rwiil 
lkojiidcp»«aiig^ed.t»himibylawi > ' • • •• -t 
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61. N54 ori^ cm be prosecuted, airest^d^ cletainecf, ol* 
exiled, but in cases provided for by law, and according to 
the prescribed forms. * r 

62. Liberty of worsBip is guaranteed to all, > . 

^ 63. All property possessed or acquired Jn virtue of the 
laM^s, and all debts of the state, are iiivi9lable. 

64. Every citizen has a ri^ht to* print and publish his 
ttiougbts; on signing them, vi^h6'ut any previous censorship, 
liable at the same time,^ after publicatidn, to legal responsi- 
bility, by trial .by jpury, even wh^e there is ground only .for 
the application of a corre^^onal penalty. 

65. The right of petitioning is secured to all the citizens* 
Every petition is individual. Petitions may .be addressed 
either to the government or to the tw^o chambers ; nevertheless, 
even the latter must also be entitled "To the Emp^ro^.'* 
They shall be presented to the chambers under the gua- 
rantee of a member who recomipends the petition. They 
are publicly read, and if the chambers take them into con- 
MderatioUj they are laid before the Emperor by the Pre- 
sident, 

66. No fortress, no portion of territory, can be declared 
in a state of siege^ but in case of invasion by a foreign force, 
or of civil broils. In the former case the declaratioB is made 
by an act of the government. In the latter it can only be 
done by the law. However, should the two chambers not 
then be sitting, tSe act of the government declaring the state 
of siege must be converted into a plan of law within a fort- 
night after the meeting of the. chambers. 

67* The French people inareover declares, tbat-m die 
delegation which it has nurie and makes of its powers, it 
kMiiatm^aMl;^ and does n&t mean to give a right to propose 
the reinstatement of the Bourbons, . or ^a»y< prince of that 
£unily 00 the throne, even in case of the extinction of tL« 

2 A 2 
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Imperial dynaafy; nor the right of re-establishing either 
the ancieDt feudal nobdlity, or the feudal or seignorial rightr 
or titksy or any pnvil^ed or predominant religion; nor the 
power ito alter the irrevocability of the sale of the national 
doHiains; it formally interdict! to the government^ the 
chambers, and the ciu^ens, all propositions on that subject. 
Given at Piuris^ April 2£, 1815. 

(Signed) Napoleon^ 

By the Emperor, 
The Minbtcr Secretary of State, 
(Signed) Hie DidE;e pf BassaKo* 
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'abolition of the slave TRA0E. 

^3iNCE this volume wa^ to ithe press the follow ing officia 
documents have appeared. The author inserts them widn 
unfeigned delight. He does not inquire whether Lewis has 
been compelled to do with a bad grace what, earlier per- 
formed, would have crowned him with immortal honour^ 
He is content that the Slave Tjade is abolished in Frances 
aod that another important step has been taken towards the 
destruction of this infiamous. and horrible traffic. 

The author has likewise great pleasure in directing the 
attention of the reader to. the short but expressive reply of 
Lord Castlereagh. It removes from his mind an unpleasing 
impression, which had long been formed diere, that the 
British minister had not been quite sincere in this business 
Ht the former restoration of Lewis, 

(OFFiaAL BOOJMENTS.) 

Note from VUamnt Castlereagh to Prince TalUyrqud. ] 

Paris, July 27, IS15. 
Prince, 

The Official Order to die Admiralty, whidi I bad the 

bonour pf transmitting to your Highness on the S^di, bavmfl; 

m^pended hostilities against the coast of Francei and gainst 
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French ships carrying the white flag, t haTe been directed 
by my courts without delay /to call your attention ta the 
necessity of guarding, under these circumstances, against 
any possible revival of the Slave Trade. 

The British goveminenl eon^^ that under the operation 
of the law of France as it now stands, it is strictly prohibited 
tp French subjects to carrion a traffic pa slaves ; and that 
nothing but a specific ordinance could again revive that com- 
merce ;^bu|j whether tlyj^b^ the ^iiecoa^^uptiQn.Qi: i^ot ef 
the State if Ihfe Iftw ih'a tcchnicaf sense, tfeey Teel persuaded 
that his most Christian MftjeSty will never lend his authority 
to revive a system ^*f this nature wbieh %as been^ de facto, 
abolishccL 

t. X bawjIinBcted «Sir. Quarks .Stosvait 4o '^cMnmnnicate to 
yonr HighaesfS Wha^.pnfeii on<hia mikgcctat Ghent. The 
assurance the King^^was a^^hat^ine pleased to give to the 
British ambassador ^atiselyitrsaqiiiiiiaed Che Prince Regent's 
niiniaters4Nsthis 4iibjS€t^ bsjt now diat his Majesty has 
been happily leslor^d talus throne, Ik^aie. most ai^xious 
to be enabled at cmce to rebev^ die solicitude of the BriUsh 
natiooi by declaring^ that the King, relieved by the state in 
syhich thia^UMasure now stands^ from those considerations of 
rsaerve which hefom influenced his conduct, does not hesi- 
tate to'toosider that4)uesti6n as noM^ for ever closed, m con- 
for nity with those benevolent prinoiples which are at all . 
times congenial with the natui;al feelings of his Msjfesty's 

breast, * - -^'^ ?*/ 

I have the Ifonour to be^ &c. 

(Signed) CA*ST|,JBaBACH- 

His Excellency the Prince Talleyrand^ 8cc. &c» 



Digitized by 



Google 



-• . 'f^*s -«1- I ■ •: ! y • f ' I J ' ..^ i . 

Ittftefrofd Prince Tallet/rand to l^iscouht Casfkreugk. 

Paris, Julg^SO, 1816. , 
My Lord, 

I have the honour to atfq^^int your Excellency that the 

King, in consequence of tl^' conversation he has. had with 

Sir ChafTes Stewart; and of fhe letter* which your Excellency 

did ine the honour to' write to me on the 27th instant, 

has isiiiled Jirectidns/ihtJrJer that, on the part of France, the 
traffic • in slaves- n)^j[i| ceas9^ffr6m the; present time, every 
where and for ever. /' *K 

-'^WilaVhas befn^^one in thii^'respect fey' the usurper was in 
liie first place fitilKand-v<^a,4l^ W'ere all*his decrees, and more-* 
over had beeti '^dfently»%^t&ted tb him* by' personal motives 
of interest, ^ttd by hopes, which he n(^ver T<^oUld have coti>^ 
ceived, had he beeii' <^apable of appreciating the British 
gbvertiment and people. ^ It had not, therefore, and could 
nbVhmv^J'mififi^wi^d with his Majesty. 

But it waa' ^itb: rei^et «tha^ last year his Majesrty stipu*- 
lated the continuance of the traffic for a few years. He hdd 
only done so, because on die one hand, he was aware that 
on this point there existed in France prejudices which it was 
at that tijn'e advisable to sooth ; and that, on the other hand, 
it was not passible to ascertain widi ptecisidn-i^hat length 

" of time it would require to remove them: ♦? , 
^v^^^jpe^th^ time these pT^dices have been attacked in 
Sey/rM /publications, r and. j^iiijli^ |i|p)l effect as to afford his 

■ Majesty Jthis day, the satisfaction of following, without re- < 
serve, the dictates of his incliioiation, the more so, since it has 
been proved, by inquiries made with the greatest care, that 
the prosperityof the' French colonies not being compromised 
by the immediate abolition of the trade, the said abolition is 
not contrary to the interests of his subjects,-«>interests wbich^ 
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above all, his Majesty thought }iimse1f bound to consult 
This satisfaction is increased by the id^a that his A^aji^sty, at 
the same time, does what is agreeable to to the government 
and people of Great Britain. 

Accept, my Lord, Jhe assurance, &c. 

(Signed) The Prince de Talleyrand^ 
His Excellency Lord Viscount Castlereagh, &c. &c. 

Note from Viscount CastUpeagk^to Prince Talleyrand. 

Paris, July 31, 1815. 

, The undersigned, his Britannie l^f ajeMy's principal secre- 
tary of state for foreign affairs, has the honour to acknowledge 
prince Talleyrand's note of this date, conveying to him the 
decision takei> by his most Christian Majesty finally to 
aboUsh the slave trade thiroi^hout the French dominions. 

The ijLqdersigned will lo^e npt a moment in transmitting 
this communication tp his court, and he ventures, in the 
meantime, to assure his Highness that the King could not 
hav^ takien any -determination more personally grateful to the 
Prince R^ent, and to the whole British nation. 

The undersigned, Sec. 
, . (Signed) Cajbtleri&AG^^ 

His Highness &e Prince Talleyrand, &c. i^^^ - . . . , 
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SAMUEL LEIGH, 18, STRAND, 



jtust publUh^di in &ne volume 8vo. with large Pkms^ dfc. Price 

lOs. 6d. or with a large coloured Mapy I2s, 6d. boards,' a 

new editiom of 

A CIRCUMSTANTIAL NARRATIVE OF THE CAM- 

PAIGN IN RUSSIA. Embellished with Plans of the Battles 

of the Moskwa, and Malo Jaroslavitz. By Eugene Laqaum e» 

Captain of the Royal Geographical Engineers, Ex-Officer of 

the Ordnance of Prince Eugene, Chevalier of the Legion of 

Honour and of the Iron Crown ; Author of an Abridged History 

of the Republic of Venice. Translated by Emund Botce. 

For the convenieDce of persons who purchased the first edition, the Map 
may be had separately, price 28. 6d. 

*•* A cheap edition of Labaume is jutt pabUshsd ia one volume ISms. 
price 5s. dd. boards. 
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/« on^ vohtme Svo. with aPUn ani J^ap; Price §s. hd$. 
THE CAMPAIGT^ OF PARIS in^i S 14 : to which is pre- 
fixed,'A SK^ETGH OF THE'CAMPAIGN of 1813; or, 
^ brief and impartial ijBstory of EvDhtj». from the Invasioo of 
France by the Foreign Armies, to the Capitulation of. Paris, and 
the Dethronement of Buonaparte: accompanied . by a Delinee- 
tion of the principal Traits of hiis Character, and the Causet of his 
Elevation. Compiled fro* authentic* Documents, and fhe Tes- 
timony of Eye-witnesses. Translated frona the ' French of- 
P. F. F. J. GiRAUDi by Edmund BoYCEi 

A CRITICAL ANALYSIS of MADAME DE STAEL'S 
WORK ON GERMANY, with some Historical Strictures on 
that Country. By a German L4DY._^ 7s. 6d. boards. 

• . 4. 

DEDICATED TO J« ^OANE, ESQ* &• A. 

THE PRINCIPLES OF PRACTICAL PERSPEC- 
TrVE; or,SCENOGRAPHlC PROJECTION : containing 
ir^rious Rules for delineating Desigix^ on Plane Surfaces, andf* 
taking Views from Nature, &c. Also Rules for Shadowing, and 
thfe Efemfents of Pointing; 51' Plates,^ with descriptive L^ttfer-^ 
jjfi'ess. By Richard B'RoniVil, 'Arthitect and Pi^fessor of i^er-* 
5^dvfe".' FWl'A«JBiit^l08:6d: feach, o/^.*fci;incttmboATd8. 

^«« This is consiaeredf tBe best'praetictiS intTH^^TfehfpedR^^&miM 
^Iner «pfwaied ; it U tk« rasoK ol eOMt^t pradioe ahid WlifMH Mswreh* 

' THE LIVES OF JOHN SRLDEN, Esq. aod ARCH- 
BISHOP USHER; with Notices of the Principal Men of 
\Mtki With whom they were' connected. By J. AiKlV^ M< i>. 
6vo. with two highly finished Portraits. Price 14i« 6d, bMnb* ^ 
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Price 65. 6d> half ''bound. 

THE, FRENCH INTER^feBTER; consisting of Co- 
Fioutt aod FAMiifiARCoi(yK|t&AT^cvDif^oi^Tery^topicJvbicb can 
be useful or interestiag to Families, Travellers, Merchants, or 
TVIen of Business ; to-elher with y COMPLETE VOCABU- 
LARY, Tables of the relaitive Value of Coins, with Fornas of 
Cs^ds, Notes, and Lett^. The firhple exhibiting, in a vay 
distinct manner, the exact mode of Pronounciation, with the tr«ie 
Parisian accefit ; and particularly adapted for Tourists, who have 
not acq litpeii-a Knowledge of the French Language. 

.Bnr.F*Aifc^Sf^iptr>5 j^4gp<|li> fisq^ rut^ ^^fen; greatly 
improved by P. A. Cignani. ^ ,....>. *' i. •. 

; ■.•■.:- . ■ Tti 

Just^i^hllahitdj in a neat portable Volume} '^ ' 

J«J^NIJieL pU yOYAGEUR ; or^ T^avbi^ier's P^ket 
Companion ;consi8tiu| of familiar Conversations in Eo^lj^ir. 
French^ aiid:Italiaa;^ also Models of Letters, Notes, &c; a List 
of French and Italian Coins, an4 the various Terms used in 
Mu^c, By Madame de Gen LIS. Fifth edition^ corrected and 
g|e«tly Improve by P. A. CignaNi. ' ' 
[ <*•* Thi««work Ss tiie same size,' ^ni mayb^ haA b^ranpid with ihe iniN 

J - * ■ ■ - • . * 

8V 
To TRAVELLERS i» the CONTINENT. 

'' ' \\ . '' Jfurt Published, \ ' ' "' 

•PLANTA'S NEW PICTURE OF PARIS, with ffapi^ 
Viua, fcc 6», 6d. boun^. 
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9. 
GAZETTSSR OF VftANCfi, 4s. boafds, 5s. bound. 

10. 
PCJST-ROADS IN PRANCE, 8s. bound. 

11. 

PLANTA's PARIS, and GAZETTEER ep FRANCE, 

boand together, 98. 6d. 

12. 

POST-ROADS AND GAZETTEER, bound together, 
with a Map of the Roads, 128. 

13. 

PLANTA'S PARIS, GAZETTEER OF FRANCE, 
and POST-ROADS IN FRANCE, bound togeth^. Price 
168. 

•«• The same Work, with the Maps beautifiUly coloured, and the Roads 
distinctly and accurately delineated ; 18s. bound. 

14. 

BOYCE'S BELGIAN TRAVELLER; or, Str^uigert 
Guide through the United Netherlands, Holland, Belgium, and 
Places adjacent, contsuning every Description of Information that . 
can be interesting to Strangers ; embellished with a very large 
and correct Map, Plan of Brussels, Sec, 8s. bound, 

16. 

REICHARD'S ITINERARY OF FRANCE. BEL, 
GIUIVL and Places adjacent; comprising every description of 
InfordSation that can interest the Traveller in those Coi^ntriei^ 
Complete in one portable volume* Price 88. bound^ 
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JIOOK3 PUBLISU£D BY BAMV^L LBIOII| Ifti STBAND* 

A FATHERS ADVICE TO HIS SON AT ^HOOU 

l*rice l8. ' 

* Though origindly designed for his own Child^ yet as the 
advice here given applies to "the case of eyer^ Boy so cifcum- 
stancedy we are pleased to see it published ; and parents, in our 
Judgment, can scarcely put a shil^ng to a better use, than in 
purchasing a copy of it for the perusal of their sons.'— -Jlfon/Ai^ 

17. 

SIR WILIBERT DE WAVERLEY; or. The Beidal 
EvEi a Poeoi. By Eliza S. Feancis. 5s. boards. 

18. 

THE FEMALE ECONOMISTi^or, A Plain System of 
Cookery, for the Us« of Private Families. By Mrs. Sm iTtt, 
Containisig 850 valuable. Recdplit N^w Editiarr.' Price 4s, 
boards. 

This is the cheapest and most useful Book extimt: 

19. 

THE COMPLETE CONFECTIONER ; or. Whole Art 
of Confectionary Made Easy, by Feederick Nutt. Seventh 
Edition ; with Additions by J. J. Machet, of Paris, Con- 
fectioner and Distiller. 8s. 6d. neatly half-bound. « 

20. 

THE IMPERIAL AND ROYAL COOK; conwstiagof 
ihe most sumptuous Made Dishes, Ragouts, Fricassees, Soups, 
Gravies, &c. Foreign and English. By Fredeeicc NtiT^. 
fiii^ boatds. ^ 
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BOOM FiTBUnrfii^ «T B^Atfrtsi ^ft&i!^ 16/ in^f^ 

THE SCRIPTURE ATLAS; or, A SeHes ©f itig^f 
and eorradt Map^ to tllfiistmte t\i^ Oc* ^i'^lhfTtsTAyt^^ri 
tfmwu Qpotn tfvS^bM! Au^i^iflies', sn^:ifed6and iiibdhii,liy^iinD6ii^ 
AriistiB. Td which is no^ added; ati ' Al^MiBetici^ Indet of dt 
tlie Places nsentibn^tiitbe A-tlaBi ^krfth thcfir Ldtityidt; fib^^*' 
tade, and^SaiptnnitRcfefRittt^ Itt iroytf i)iiiM6» o^adj^bitfk 
bound, morocoo back' and copici«» price *^> 98«-< 6d« pknr;^ 
coloured. - r ^ 

The Index may t>e had separately, price 78. 6d. sewed, 

A COLLECTION OF SCRIPTURE MAPS, contain- 

' lAg all the P^itfes^neotioned in the Old and New Testament. 

Royaf 8V^ balMound aoid cok>ttiied, 14lb. 6cL ; itb.^siJAi i^. 

Udf-^and. ' . . - % - ; 4 i. • J ^.' ot .V *# «./> 

^4^* This work^is iai^nSed Ipf penoi^ w\kw^^ fixki 

correct Scripture A^as. 






-^ A DtCtlONARy OF THE ttOtV BIBLE, contain- 
* ing an Historical' Account of the PerschM^ a GfeogrttpWtal 
and Hi«i«ri^>cwinl of tW Pladfes; a if-Hteral, -CWtii^l, and' 
•, SjnstemaiKSj |!>^rip\ibn>f*otlfer«b^fe; ito^n^h 
• Writhigi of the '6ld and New T^^menC By Ihef 'taft -ffct^ 
John BuoWn, oF Haddingtoik^ New. edition, Sn two tieat 
pocket rolumes ; with a Life of the Author, and two accurate 
Maps, neatly coloured. Price 1^^ 64 boaidW '"" 

Thif Int^heslib^ pdblieation ead>race8 every Subject' connecteH^witn mb 
Qtly ScrijMiuret, w^lot yvm^ftits^ Ik mi^ ^.tomioQtai^^w^tT^ 

UigitallibilMyi ,. . ^ i ':'■ ^''^O 
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900X» FV9I.IS0MI BY SAKXBI. LKieH, IS, STBAXO. 

24. ■ 

BROWN'S ,C0NGQRP4NCE TO THE HOLY 
SCRIPTURES of the Old ai¥i New Testament, One neat 
poqket Tolame, with a Portrut. >New edition, 48. bouids. 

^ tCOLl.ECTIQN OF ^CRIPTURJE PRINTS. fe» 

cniideiit ]!ki^8|ei»9* jqpipravfd ip< tl|e b«st;i[^aitfieF^ i^^^^^n^cd ' f^ 
UlvistTate.Bibtfis, Comnvm Piay«rd, and aU^oi4»oii'Scriptiiri ^ 
History. On 8vo* paper, ll, !». ; on 4to. paper, ^ll/ss* 'C»- 
loure^ sete d^ublo-th^ price <tf the plain* . : i^.; 7 

ixitttt%tin% anil Inss|mtib( StiAftnxt M^$, * 

"^^ ' " "With descriptive £6ttlr-l)re^i, - ^ ^» 

PARTICULARLY ADAPtiSBt FOR YOUlffG^ P«0]|;.l^ t. 

. - . ^ ■- • . ^ - 

" ■ '- : : 'aft •__*/' '- -''•^••." 

^ustpuhlis^ed^on^ Sheet Q/largs4^a^fa^ ^ ' . 

A NEW MAP OF PALESTINE, ^r*THE Hfflfcfi 
LAND ; with an Hi^orical Aocount of the Israelites, #oip th| 
earliest Period of their Hi^fcry to tfaeij^fina^Disperskni. I^ectei 
from the Writ^gp of S:AMiIEL CROX^^^, J^.^p* i*?^^ 
deacon of galop, in the , Diocese of H^r^f4r,- .^'h^^^jjilJlill^ 
?art vihi^ awQMiids^he Maj i^ in Let^r-psfsp ]:%^^ M«p^ 
eijgraved injjje best manner, arid P^jy^cplct^r^,fl^ic^^ 
th«sheet; c^va^ and cps«5, lis; J-^nja^ an<|.jroll^iir,l^i ;. -J, 

27: * • 
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A. -NEW MAP..-0* Wa» TIU¥*Jid<ii'»»,V©¥'2l!S«». 
OF ST. PAUL AND THE O-^JIER APOSfI?E*i w'ith 
m^Sec^paphicahmd Historical Account of the Places ther v^pRed, 
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«s recorded hi the New TestSEuik«lt» selected from the Writings 
of Edward Wblxs, D. D. Neatly colour^, 79, 6d. the 
sheet; lis. ainyms ahd case ; 12s. canvass and rolled* 

28. 

SERMONS on farious Subjects ; with LETTCRS to an 
Under-Gradnate at the Unipersity. 3y the late tViLLiAic 
ALPH5N8US GUNH* To whicb are prefixed. Memoirs ofhia 
IMe, by Isaac Saundbb8> A. M. Price lOs. M. iRmrdi* 

. ' . 29. 

... • •■ * 

. ' AN IROOTCAl, DEFENCE Of THE HOLT RO- 
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